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u m i a
The p r e s e n t  s t u d ;  e x p lo r e s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  th e  s o c i a l  
su p p o r t  b a s e s  o f  R a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s e  a s  s i g n i f i e d  by t h e  
outcomes o f  th e  seven e l e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  H e ich s ta a  f r o n  1924 
to  1933. The p e r c e n t a g e !  v o t in g  r e s u l t s  of the  HSDAP and 
r i v a l  p a r t i e s  were examined f o r  t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  with 
o c c u p a t i o n a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and o t h e r  demographic  d a ta  c o l l e c t e d  
in  t h e  German cen su s  of  1925. The r e s u l t s  were a l s o  broken 
down by d e n s i t y  o f  demographic g roups .
The s t u d y  found t h a t  t h e  sequence i n  which l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  
of demographic groups came t o  len d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  
HSDAP appea red  t o  co r respond  i n v e r s e l y  t o  the  degree  of  
r e s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  groups t o  t h e  p a r t y .  Here ,  the  group*s 
degree  o f  i n t e r n a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  appeared  t o  be the  im p o r tan t  
f a c t o r .
Th is  f i n d i n g  p ro v id e s  an e m p i r i c a l  fo u n d a t io n  f o r  Juan 
l i n z ' s  t h e o r y  of  t o t a l i t a r i a n  reg im es .  C o n c u r re n t ly  with 
th e  seem ingly  s e q u e n t i a l  co n q u es t  by th e  HSDAP of  groups 
came t h e  na r ro w in g  o f  s o c i a l  c l e a v a g e s .
-  i i  -
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I  hereby t h a n k  t h e  nenbers  o f  ny t h e s i s  c o n n i t t e e  f o r  having 
r e n d e red  a l l  the  a s s i s t a n c e  I  cou ld  have hoped fo r  i n  see ing  
■y p r o j e c t  th rough t o  c o n p l e t i o n .
I  was f o r t u n a t e  t o  have r e c e iv e d  th e  adv ice  of P r o f e s s o r s  
Akira Kubota and Kai H i ld e b r a n d t .  1 an t h a n k f u l  f o r  th e  
c o u n t l e s s  hours  they  found t o  devo te  t o  c o n s u l t a t i c n s .  
I h e i r  a d v ic e  vas  i n d i s p e n s a b l e .
P r o f e s s o r  K ubo ta 's  knowledge and c r e a t i v i t y  were c r u c i a l  
in  ny e f f o r t s  t o  f o r a u l a t e  ny t o p i c  and in  fo cu ss in g  th e  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  broad s t u d y .
P r o f e s s o r  H i l d e b r a n d t ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  
r e s e a r c h  was an a s s e t  as was h i s  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  Eeinar  vo t ing  
behav io u r .  Rith h i s  he lp  I  have nanaged to  g r e a t l y  develop  
ay u n d e rs t a n d in g  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between i d e a s  and t h e i r  
o p e r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n .
1 an a l s o  t h a n k f u l  f o r  P r o f e s s o r  Lawrence l e D u c ' s  
a c c e s i b i l i t y  and a d v ic e .  I  found h i s  a t t e n t i o n  to  ny 
a u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  nodel  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l .
Hy s tu d y  has  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t t e d  f ro n  P r o f e s s o r  Odo 
S a u t t e r ' s  e x p e r t i s e  in  Gernan h i s t o r y .  I  an a l s o  t h a n k f u l  
f o r  h i s  v a lu a b le  c o n se n t s  on o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of  ay s tu d y .
-  I l l  -
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C hapte r  I  
INTRODUCTION
The a o s t  h o r r i f i c  t r a g e d y  o f  aodern t i n e s  has  p roap ted  t h e  
p e r e n n i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  "Hew cou ld  i t  have happened?" Sou cou ld  
the  p o l i t i c s  o f  a s t a t e ,  th o u g h t  to  he advanced by a o s t  
aodern m easures ,  have r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  h o lo c a u s t  of a i l l i o n s  
of people?  The dark e v e n t s  o f  t h e  Nazi e r a  lend 
s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  q u e s t io n s  about  fasc ism  and t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  
which were new phenomena a t  the  t i n e .  Unlike ab so lu t i sm  of 
th e  p rec ed in g  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  f a s c i s t  and t o t a l i t a r i a n  
aovenen ts  energed  i n  e n v i r o n a e n t s  o f  l i b e r a l  democracy 
( a l b e i t  of  s h o r t  h i s t o r y )  and v i t h  some g r a s s  ro o t s  su p p o r t  
i n  t h e  b e g in n in g ,  then  r e l y i n g  on m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  
masses,  and l a t e r  a p p ly in g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o e r c io n .
As a " c h i l d  of  d e a o c ra c y , "  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m 1 c an ,  in  t h e  
c a se  o f  Germany, be s t u d i e d  through e l e c t o r a l  r e c o r d s .  The 
p r e s e n t  s tu d y  e x p lo r e s  t h e  s o c i a l  ba ses  of  t h e  r i s e  of 
N a t iona l  S o c ia l i sm  and a o re  s p e c i f i c a l l y  seeks  t o  a s c e r t a i n  
the  group d i f f e r e n t i a l s  of  e l e c t o r a l  su p p o r t  f o r  the  Nazi 
aovement. While i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  s i m i l a r  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t s  
have a l r e a d y  been nade on t h i s  t o p i c ,  i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  
even today  t h e r e  e x i s t s  no c l e a r - c u t  academic o v e r a l l
1 T h is  i s  th e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  o f  Jacob L. T a in an ,  i n  The 
O r i g i n s  o f . T o t a l i t a r i a n Deaocracy (New York: 1961).
-  1 -
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consensus  on th e  way in  which v a r io u s  s c c i a l  groups 
responded t o  and su p p o r ted  t h i s  movement as  i t  u l t i a a t e l y  
ga ined  power.
For e x a n p le ,  Seymour Mart in  L i p s e t ,  in  h i s  P o l i t i c a l
flag. 2 p r e s e n t s  a p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  I d e a l  Type N a t ion a l
S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t e r  as a middle c l a s s ,  s e l f  employed 
P r o t e s t a n t  who l i v e d  e i t h e r  on a farm o r  in  a sm al l  
community and who had p r e v i o u s ly  voted fo r  a c e n t r i s t  or  
r e g i o n a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  s t r o n g l y  opposed to  t h e  power 
and i n f l u e n c e  o f  b ig  b u s in e s s  and big l a b o u r .  R h i le  t h e
NSDAP t r i e d  to  appea l  to some e x t e n t  t o  every l a r g e  group o f  
v o t e r s ,  L ip s e t  concludes  t h a t  as  a movement the  NSDAP was
most a t t r a c t i v e  t o  h i s  I d e a l  Type v o t e r .
On th e  o th e r  hand.  B icha rd  Bendix develops a c r i t i q u e  o f
l i p s e t ' s  c l a s s  a n a l y s i s ,  a t t a c h i n g  a g r e a t  dea l  o f
s i g n i f i c a n c e  to  form er  n o n - v o t e r s  i n  th e  su rge  of  s u p p o r t  
fo r  th e  NSDAP i n  1S30.3 He th en  concludes  w i th  h i s  
q u e s t io n i n g  of t h e  t h e s i s  of German fasc ism  as a middle 
c l a s s  phenomenon.
Juan Linz emphasises  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p a r ty  and t h e
P u h r e r n r i n z i p , n o t in g  t h a t  the  NSDAP made a c l e a r
d i s t i n c t i o n  between th e  p a r t y  as  a c a d r e  and membership
2 Seymour H a r t in  L i p s e t ,  ” *Fascism* ----- L e f t ,  B ig h t ,  and
C e n te r , "  P o l i t i c a l , H a n :  _The S c c i a l  Bases o f  P o l i t i c s  (New 
York: Doubleday,  1960).
3 B icha rd  Bendix, " S o c i a l  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and P o l i t i c a l  
Power ,"  in  Bendix and L i p s e t ,  e d s . .  C la s s  S t r u c t u r e  and 
£ S i i i i £ i J L l 2 «e£ (New York: The Free  P r e s s ,  1953) , pp- 
59£-6C9o
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o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  i t s  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  H i t l e r  youth ,  th e  SA, t h e  
SS, and th e  l a r g e  number of a f f i l i a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and
i n t e r e s t  g roups ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  g i a n t  Kazi l a b o u r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  Deutsche A r h e i t s f r o n t . 4 On th e  o t h e r  hand, 
" . . . t h e  s o c i a l  r e c r u i tm e n t  o f  t h e  p a r ty  b e fo re  tak e o v e r  and 
th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  a f f i n i t y  of  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  n a t i o n a l i s t ,
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  e x p e r t s  a l i e n e d  t h e  Nazis t h e  p a r t i f i c a t i o n  of 
many s e c t o r s  of t h e  s o c i e t y . 5
One o f  t h e  r e a so n s  f o r  t h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n fu s io n  may be 
the  s c h o l a r s '  tendency t o  assume t h a t  the  movement 
r e p r e s e n te d  a much s im p le r  phenomenon than i t  a c t u a l l y  was. 
Or to  pu t  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  they  do n o t  seem to  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  movement had many d i f f e r e n t  f a c e t s .  I t  i s ,
fo r  example ,  e n t i r e l y  c o n c e iv a b le  t h a t  bo th  L ip s e t  and
Eendix a r e  e q u a l ly  c o r r e c t .  Bhi le  t h e r e  were some group 
d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  NSDAP s u p p o r t ,  i t  was a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
among each group,  former n o n - v o t e r s  had a s t r o n g e r  tendency  
than  r e g u l a r  v o te r s  t o  v o te  fo r  t h e  Nazi movement.
A second rea so n  may be t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a s u c c e s s f u l  
p o l i t i c a l  movement such as  Nazism i n e v i t a b l y  e x h i b i t s  two 
mutua l ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  (a) group s u p p o r t
d i f f e r e n t i a l s  as  we l l  as (b) u n i v e r s a l  ap p ea l .  On th e  one 
band, t h e  movement r e c e iv e d  r e a s o n a b ly  d i f f e r e n t  d e g re es  of 
e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  but  on th e  o t h e r  hand i t  must have
4 Juan  L in z ,  " T o t a l i t a r i a n  and A u t h o r i t a r i a n  fiegimes,"  Fred 
I .  G re e n s te in  and Nelson 9. Po lsby .  e d s . , Handbook of  
P o l i t i c a l  Science  (Beading: Addison-Wesley, 1S75), p .  201.
* I b i d - ,  p .  204.
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r e c e i v e d  l a r g e l y  u n i v e r s a l  s u p p o r t  from a lm os t  a l l  t h e  
groups  i n  th e  s o c i e t y .  At the  b e g in n in g ,  a r a p i d l y  growing 
p a r ty  may r e c e i v e  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  from only some s p e c i a l  
g ro u ps ,  bu t  as  i t  becomes a major p a r t y ,  i t  t e n d s  to  r e c e i v e  
r e l a t i v e l y  even su p p o r t  from many s e c t i o n s  of s o c i e t y .  
D esp i te  t h i s ,  the  s c h o l a r s  might be usiEg a f a l s e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  framework by assuming t h a t  t h e r e  always e x i s t e d  
a very  s h a rp  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  a l th o u g h  i n  f a c t  t h e  N at iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  movement s i g h t  have r e c e i v e d  more or l e s s  
c r o s s - c l a s s  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  by th e  time i t  conducted i t s  
l a s t  e l e c t i c n .
S t i l l  o th e r  r e a s o n s  unavoidably  l e a d  us to  t h e  
s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  movement r e p r e s e n t e d  a very complex 
phenomenon: {a) d i f f e r e n t  groups gave d i f f e r e n t  d e g re es  of
su p p o r t  f o r  Nazism a t  d i f f e r e n t  t im e s ;  (b) t h e r e  might have 
been su p p o r t  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  terms of g e n e r a t i o n s  and 
p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ;  [c) d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  e l e c t i o n s  - —
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  and p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  and re f e re n d a  ----
re v e a l e d  d i f f e r e n t  v o t in g  p a t t e r n s ;  (d) t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
e l e c t o r a l  s t r a t e g i e s  employed by d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  t im e s  might have in f lu e n c e d  th e  e l e c t o r a l  r e s u l t s  
d i f f e r e n t l y ;  and (e) t h e  Nazi v o te s  were in f lu e n c e d  by 
m a c r o - p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y ,  e . g . ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  banning o f  th e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  from November 1923 to  
February  1925 and t h e  passage  o f  th e  Enabling Act in  1933.
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The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  examines t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  su p p o r t  and th e  s o c i a l  
c le a v a g e s  and t h e i r  e v o l u t i o n  d u r in g  the  1920s and 1930s by 
t a k i n g  i n t o  account  a l l  of  t h e  above f a c t o r s /  a s  v e i l  as  
o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s ,  in  o rd e r  to  g a in  a f u r t h e r  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  soc io-econom ic  and c o n f e s s i o n a l  p r o f i l e  
of t h e  mass b a s i s  o f  t h i s  movement. E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  e f f o r t  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  an sve r  p a r t i a l l y  or  f u l l y  
such q u e s t io n s  a s :  Bov d id  the  Nazis gain such massive
e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t ?  Shat was th e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  b a s i s  of a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change? How does a n o n - t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  
become a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y ?  Has N a t io n a l  Soc ia l i sm  
l a r g e l y  a na t ion w id e  r a t h e r  than  a r e g i o n a l  movement? Had 
i t s  e a r l y  emphasis on so u th e rn  Germany s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a f f e c t e d  i t s  sub seq u e n t  development? More f a m i l i a r  
q u e s t io n s  w i l l  a l s o  be add re ssed :  Was th e  middle c l a s s
p r i m a r i l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  the  advance o f  German fasc ism  in  
the 1930s? Did th e  NSDAE o r i g i n a t e  in  t h e  c i t i e s ?  Bid i t  
l a t e r  emphasise  t h e  c o u n t r y s id e ?
While t h e s e  g u e s t ic n s  have mostly been answered in  the  
a ff ir m a t iv e  by the e x p e r ts ,  the debates on th e se  t o p ic s  have 
not ended. Bichard H amilton's recent work se rv e s  as 
testim ony in  t h i s  r e s p e c t . 6 S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Hamilton d isp u tes  
the t h e s i s  that National Socia lism  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a middle 
c la s s  movement. Eurther, i t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to note that
6 R icha rd  Hamil ton, Who-Voted__for H i t l e r ?  (P r in c e to n :
P r i n c e t o n  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1982).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Hamilton su g g e s ts  th a t  e le c t io n  s t a t i s t i c s  have not been 
f u l l ;  e x p lo i t e d .  His po in t i s  well taken . I t  i s  p o s s ib le  
to further  improve the understanding o f  the National 
S o c i a l i s t  movement by conducting a system atic  and 
comprehensive a n a ly s is  o f  e le c t io n  data . Tte fo llow in g  
l i t e r a t u r e  review examines to  what e x te n t  t h i s  has been 
accom plished.
fie f in d  a r e l a t i v e l y  large  number o f  s tu d ie s  on the to p ic  o f  
the Nazi movement. A minority o f  th ese  focu s on voting  
behaviour, fie s h a l l  here review the most important of th ese  
e l e c t o r a l  s t u d ie s .
Seymour H a r t in  L ip s e t  i s  the  most f a m i l i a r  o f  those  
s c h o l a r s  who adhere  to  t h e  c o n v e n t io n a l  view cf the  s o c i a l  
b a s i s  o f  t h e  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  German 
f iorkers P a r ty  (NSDAP). This  view ho lds  t h a t  the  middle 
c l a s s *  and* more s p e c i f i c a l l y *  the lower middle c la s s *  was 
the  main s o u r c e  of su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Nazis. L ip s e t  s e e s  
f asc ism  a s  a middle c l a s s  r e a c t i o n  to  s o c i a l i s m  and 
c a p i ta l i s m *  t i g  b u s in e s s  and b ig  u n io n s .  In  P o l i t i c a l  Han 
he p r e s e n t s  a p r o f i l e  of t h e  Id ea l -T y p e  NSDAP vo te r  i n  1932 
as a middle c l a s s  se l f -em ployed  P r o t e s t a n t  who l i v e d  e i t h e r  
on a farm or  i n  a sm all  community* and who had p re v io u s ly  
voted f o r  a c e n t r i s t  o r  r e g i o n a l i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty  s t r o n g l y  
opposed to  t h e  power and i n f lu e n c e  o f  b ig  b u s in e s s  and b ig
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l ab o u r -  But> l i p s e t  acknowledges t h a t  nos t  NSDAP v o t e r s  a l s o  
had o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  Like a l l  p a r t i e s  lo o k ing  f o r  an 
e l e c t o r a l  m a j o r i t y ,  t o  some e x t e n t  th e  NSDAP t r i e d  t o  appea l  
to every  l a r g e  group of v o t e r s .  They c l e a r l y  had a g r e a t  
dea l  o f  su c c e s s  with  o th e r  g roups ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  unemployed 
and those  who were d i s c o n t e n t  with th e  " t f e i i a r  sy s tem ."  
However, L i p s e t  c o n c lu d e s  t h a t  as a movement Nazism was most 
a t t r a c t i v e  to  h i s  Id ea l -T y p e  NSDAP v o t e r .
Beinhard Bendix deve lops  a c r i t i q u e  o f  U p s e t ' s  c l a s s  
a n a l y s i s  i n  " S o c ia l  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and P o l i t i c a l  Power," 
a t t a c h i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  former n o n - v o te r s  i n  th e  su rge  of 
s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  NSDAP in  1930. Bendix t h i c k s  t h a t  t h e  
importance of th e  newly e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  and th e  p re v io u s ly  
a p a t h e t i c  n o n -v o te r s  c a s t s  doubt on t h e  c o n c e p t io n  of 
fasc ism  as a middle  c l a s s  movement. While the  economic 
i n s e c u r i t y  of  t h e  middle c l a s s  groups was im p o r ta n t  fo r  t h e  
congnes t  o f  power, the  r a d i c a l i s a t i o n  of  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  
occu r red  among th o s e  who had not voted  in  1928 and who 
probably  came from v a r io u s  s o c i a l  g roups .  S i g n i f i c a n t  
su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  NSDAP from the  middle c l a s s  o c c u r re d  l a t e r ,  
as members o f  t h i s  group hoped f o r  r e l i e f  from economic 
d i s t r e s s .
Karl  O 'L e s sk e r ,  i n  "Hho Voted f o r  H i t l e r ?  A New Look a t  
the C la s s  B a s i s  of Nazi ism,"  a t t e m p ts  to  decide  
s t a t i s t i c a l l y  between the  c o n f l i c t i n g  t h e o r i e s  cf  L ip s e t  and 
Bendix. He i s  p a r t i c u l a r y  i n t r i g u e d  by th e  s u r g e  of su p p o r t
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fo r  H i t l e r  between 1928 and 1930* In i d e n t i f y i n g  an i n f l u x  
of  new v o t e r s  i n  1930 r a t h e r  th a n  1932, t o g e t h e r  with a drop 
in  t h e  NSDAP v o te  in  November 1932, he f i n d s  grounds f o r  
g u e s t io n in g  L i p s e t ' s  t h e s i s  t h a t  on ly  an e x t r e m i s t  woveBent 
t h a t  was a l r e a d y  a mass movement c ou ld  have m obi l i sed  th e  
su p p o r t  of t h e  p r e v i o u s ly  a p a t h e t i c  and a p o l i t i c a l  e lem en ts ,  
i . e . ,  t h e  1926 n o n - v o t e r s .
O 'L esske r  s u g g e s t s  i n s t e a d  t h a t  an e x t r e m is t  
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  movement l i k e  Naziism may indeed  be a b le  to  
m o b i l i s e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  a p a t h e t i c  whi le  i t  i s  s t i l l  i n  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  development ,  p rov ided  t h a t  s o c i a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  such t h a t  t h e  e x t r e m i s t  a p p ea l  w i l l  seem 
r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  im m edia te ly  p e rc e iv e d  n eed s  of  th e s e  
i n d i v i d u a l s .  Be a l s o  conc ludes  t h a t  th e  NSDAP b e n e f i t t e d  
from a com bina t ion  o f  former n o n - v o te r s  and t r a d i t i o n a l  
r i g h t i s t s ,  and t h a t  t h e  middle c l a s s  vo te  went t h e i r  way 
only a f t e r  th e  Nazis bad e s t a b l i s h e d  th em se lv e s  a s  t h e  
l a r g e s t  n o n - N a r x i s t  p a r t y  i n  Germany. O 'Lesske r  d e r iv e s  
t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s  from th e  s h i f t  o f  vo te  t o t a l s  between t h e  
p a r t i e s .  He t r e a t s  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  and th e  v o te s  f o r  each of 
the  p a r t i e s  a s  in d ep en den t  v a r i a b l e s  in  a t t e m p t in g  to  
e x p la in  t h e  v a r i a n c e  in  t h e  v o te  f o r  t h e  NSDAP, which was 
the  dependent  v a r i a b l e .  He thus  hopes to  d e te rm in e  t h e  
cumula t ive  e f f e c t  o f  a l l  independent  v a r i a b l e s  on th e  NSDAP 
v o t e .  S h i l e  t h i s  m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  may be an 
improvement on the  s im ple  r a n k - o r d e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  t h a t
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L ip se t  u s e s ,  O 'Lesske r  works with assum pt ions  about  th e  
c l a s s  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s .  For example ,  t h e  " S o c i a l i s t s "  
and "Communists" ( in  O 'L e s s k e r ' s  terms) a i e  taken  to  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s ,  and the " C a th o l i c  
middle" a r e  t ak en  t o  be t h e  middle c l a s s .  Hhi le  a a number 
of s c h o l a r s  have come to a s i m i l a r  c o n c lu s io n ,  some of  whom 
had a ccess  to  o c c u p a t i o n a l  d a t a ,  we can n e v e r t h e l e s s  no t  be 
a b s o l u t e ly  c e r t a i n  who vo ted  f o r  which p a r t i e s  on th e  b a s i s  
of a g g re g a te  v o t in g  d a t a .
During t h e  Great  D e p ress io n ,  Harold  L a s s v e l l  d i sc u ssed  
middle c l a s s  extremism a s  f lowing from t r e a d s  i n h e r e n t  i n  
c a p i t a l i s t  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  which would c o n t in u e  to  a f f e c t  
the  middle c l a s s  even i f  i t s  economic p o s i t i o n  improved. He 
saw H i t l e r i s m  as  a d e sp e ra te  r e a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  
lower middle c l a s s e s .  As such ,  i t  c o n t in u e d  a movement 
which began d u r ing  the  c l o s i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h e  n in e t e e n th  
c e n t u r y .  H a t e r i a l l y  s p e a k in g ,  i t  was not  r e c e s s a r y  to  
assume t h a t  the  sm a l l  sh op k e ep e rs ,  t e a c h e r s ,  p r e a c h e r s ,  
law yers ,  d o c t o r s ,  f a rm e rs  and c ra f t sm en  were worse o f f  a t  
the middle of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  P s y c h o l o g i c a l l y ,  on the  o t h e r  
hand, the  lower middle c l a s s  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  overshadowed 
by t h e  workers  and th e  upper b o u r g e o i s i e ,  whose u n ions ,  
c a r t e l s  and p a r t i e s  took the  c e n t r e  o f  the  s t a g e .  The 
p s y c h o lo g ic a l  impoverishment o f  t h e  lower middle c l a s s  
p r e c i p i t a t e d  e m o t io n a l  i n s e c u r i t y  in  i t s  m e ib e r s ,  t h u s  
f e r t i l i s i n g  t h e  ground f o r  middle c l a s s  p r o t e s t  movements.
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Ja n es  K. Eollock opens b i s  1944 a r t i c l e ,  "An Areal  Study 
of the  Gernan e l e c t o r a t e ,  1930-33,"  with a q u e s t io n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a t im e  when th e  n o t io n  of  n a t i o n a l  
c h a r a c t e r  had n o t  been q u e s t io n e d  to o  c r i t i c a l l y :  I s  H i t l e r
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  Gernan people?  Po l lock  e x p la in s  t h a t  
t h e  q u e s t io n  i s  no t  h i s  own and t h a t  he wishes  to  "break  up 
o p in io n  groups  i n t o  a l l  t h e i r  component p a r t s . "  fie does 
t h i s  th rough  t h e  use o f  e l e c t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  compiled by 
r e g i o n .  He t a b u l a t e s  t h e  average p e rc e n ta g e  of  the  vote  
g iven  t o  th e  KSDAP i n  fo u r  e l e c t i o n s  in  each of t h e  
t h i r t y - f i v e  B a h lk r e i s e  in  the  c o u n t ry .  These H ah lk re ise  
covered  such l a r g e  a r e a s  t h a t  u r b a n - r u r a l  v a r i a t i o n s  cannot  
be i d e n t i f i e d .  For example ,  Upper Bavaria  Schwaben of 
ap p rox im a te ly  e i g h t y  sg ua re  miles encompasses Munich as  well  
as l a r g e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  N e v e r th e le s s ,  Po l lock  e n c o u n te r s  
r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  and a l s o  f i n d s ,  in  c o n t r a s t  t o  
G * L esske r ' s  c o n t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  
on t h e  NSDAP p o l l  r e s u l t s .
Budolf  H e h e r le ,  and C har le s  P. Loomis and J .  Al lan  
Eeeg le ,  examine t h e  su rge  o f  r u r a l  su p p o r t  f o r  H i t l e r .  Of 
th e  two c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  H e b e r l e ' s  From Democracy to  Maziism: 
A B egiona l  Study o f  P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i e s  i s  the  more 
s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Moreover, whereas Po l lo ck  and 0*Lessker  
merely i n f e r  t h e  s o c i a l  base  o f  th e  vo te  from the  expected  
com pos i t ion  of su p p o r t  fo r  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t i e s ,  Heberle  
c o r r e l a t e s  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  vo tes  o b t a in e d  by p a r t i e s  with
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p e rc e n ta g e s  of t h e  p o p u la t io n  be longing  to  s p e c i f i e d  
so c io -econom ic  c l a s s e s .
Heberle  co nd u c ts  an e c o l o g i c a l  s tudy  o f  t h e  nor thernm ost  
r e g i o n ,  S c h le s w ig - H o l s t e in ,  an a rea  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v e i l  s u i t e d  
f o r  such  a p r o j e c t  s i n c e  i t  comprised t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  
su b re g io n s  which were c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  n o r th  Germany i n  
g e n e r a l :  t h e  h ig h ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o a s t a l  marshes,  t h e
fam i ly  farm re g io n  o f  the  G e e s t . and th e  so u th e rn  h i l l  zone 
c o n ta in i n g  l a r g e  e s t a t e s .  Heberle  compares v o t e  p e rc e n ta g e s  
in  u r t a n  and r u r a l  p a r t s  u i t h i n  t h i s  r e g io n .  His f i n d in g s  
c o n t r a d i c t  what had been a common f in d in g  o f  e a r ly  s t u d i e s  
of t h e  N az is ,  namely t h a t  sup p o r t  f o r  th e  NSCAP had been 
p r i m a r i l y  an urban phenomenon. In  S c h le s w ig - E o l s t e in ,  t h e  
r u r a l  NSDAP p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  vo te  had been h ig h e r  than  t h e  
urban vo te  in  every  e l e c t i o n .  This r e s u l t  begs t h e  gu es t io n  
of t h e  u r b a n - r u r a l  v a r i a n c e  of NSDAP suppor t  i n  the  r e s t  of 
Germany. S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in  e x h i b i t e d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  
s e t  i t  a p a r t  from much of  t h e  r e s t  of Germany: t h e r e  were
s e v e r a l  f a r m e r s '  p a r t i e s  p e c u l i a r  to  the  r e g i o n ;  with t h e  
e x c e p t io n  f o r  th e  c i t y  o f  K ie l ,  t h e  urban a r e a s  were sm a l l ;  
the  i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s  was r e l a t i v e l y  sm a l l ;  th e  
p ro p o r t io n  of C a t h o l i c s  was ve ry  low. H eber le  conc ludes  
t h a t  mass s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  NSDAP had come from th e  middle 
l a y e r s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  from t h e  p e t i t  b o u rg e o i s ie  
f K l e in b u r g e r ”) and sm a l l  f a r m e r s .
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Heberle  f a r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  c l a s s e s  had proved to  be r e l a t i v e l y  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  to  t h e  N az is .  Although th e  r u r a l  and urban 
upper c l a s s  had sympath ised  with  t t e  g e n e r a l  
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i r e c t i o n  cf  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s m ,  t h e  
m a jo r i ty  of  the  c l a s s  had f o r  a lo n g  t ime k ep t  a l c o f  of  
H i t l e r ' s  brovn f o r c e s ,  vhcm th ey  had r a t h e r  hoped to  e x p l o i t  
fo r  t h e i r  own p u r p o s e s .
Loomis and B eeg le ,  in  "The Spread o f  German Naziism in  
Rural  A r e a s , "  t a k e  advan tage  o f  H eber le*s  d a ta  from 
S c h le s w ig - H o l s t e in ,  adding  Bavar ia  and t h e  c i t y  of  Hannover. 
Loomis and Beegle a r e  not so  much i n t e r e s t e d  i r  u r b a n - r u r a l
comparisons ----  i n  which c a s e  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  r e g io n s  cou ld
have been improved ----- a s  in  t h e  sp re a d  o f  Nazism in  r u r a l
a r e a s  a lo n e ,  th e  r e g io n  of  S c h le sw ig -H o ls te in  having  a roused  
t h e i r  c u r i o s i t y  in  p a r t i c u l a r .  There, t h e  Nazis were 
welcomed i n  an a r e a  no ted  f o r  having fough t  o f f  a t tem p ted  
f e u d a l i s t i c  and b u r e a u c r a t i c  c o n t r o l  in  t h e  p a s t .
Loomis and Beegle a d d re s s  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n a l  dimension of  
NSDAE su p p o r t  and i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  a t t a c h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  
B s i l e  Durkheim 's  f i n d in g  co nce rn ing  t h e  c o in c id e n c e  o f
C a th o l ic i sm  and low s u i c i d e  r a t e s  ----  because  of f i rm
C a th o l i c  community i n t e g r a t i o n  ----- a s  we l l  a s  flax N e b e r ' s
o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  t h e  va lue  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  C a t h o l i c s  
p red isp o sed  them t o  a d j u s t  them se lves  t o  c a p i t a l i s t  
b u rea u c ra cy .  They f i n d  t h a t  th e  l a r g e r  the  p ro p o r t io n  of
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people  who belonged to  t h e  C a th o l i c  f a i t h ,  t h e  s m a l l e r  t h e  
Nazi vo te  i n  1924 and Ju ly  1932. Loomis and Beegle  conclude  
t h a t  r e l i g i o n  acco u n te d  f o r  a h ig h e r  degree  o f  v a r i a n c e  in  
the  Nazi v o te  th a n  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  and t h a t  Nazism was f i rm ly  
su p p o r ted  by t h e  P r o t e s t a n t ,  r u r a l  middle c l a s s  e lement .  
I h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  c o n cu rs  with R e te r l e * s  f i n d i n g  o f  high 
r u r a l  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  NSDAP.
Samuel P r a t t ' s  H.A. t h e s i s ,  "The S o c ia l  B a s i s  o f  Nazism 
and Communism i n  Germany," examines th e  urban vo te  o f  Ju ly  
1932. P r a t t  c o r r e l a t e s  th e  1933 cen su s  d a ta  v i t h  th e  v o tes  
of the  NSDAP and t h e  KFD and f i n d s  a s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the  Nazi vo te  and t h e  upper middle
c l a s s .  He f i n d s  a weaker ------  but  a l s o  p o s i t i v e  -----
c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  Nazi vo te  and th e  lower middle 
c l a s s .  He a l s o  d i v i d e s  t h e  192 c i t i e s  i n  h i s  s tud y  by 
reg io n  r a t h e r  than  by s i z e ;  a g a in ,  the  upper middle c l a s s  
produced a s t r o n g e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  with th e  NSDAP vote than th e  
lower middle c l a s s .
N hi le  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t c  draw th e  c o n c lu s io n  from P r a t t ' s  
d a ta  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP r e c e i v e d  s t r o n g  su p p o r t  frcm t h e  middle 
c l a s s ,  c o n c l u s i o n s  about  each o f  h i s  two components of  t h i s  
c l a s s  would r e s t  on l e s s  s c l i d  f o u n d a t i o n s .  i t  i s  
g u e s t io n a b le  whether  t h e  upper middle c l a s s  a lone  i s  
r e p r e s e n te d  by th e  cen su s  c a teg o ry  t h a t  formed i t s  
o p e r a t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e ,  v i z .  t h e  s e l f - e m p lo y e d  and 
in d e p e n d e n t s ,  p r o p e r ty  owners with sm a l l  and l a r g e
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e n t e r p r i s e s .  While t h i s  c a teg o ry  c o n ta in e d  the  uppper 
middle c l a s s ,  a s  w e l l  as  th e  magnates such as Krupp and 
Bugenberg, t h e  bulk  o f  t h e  c a t e g o r y  comprised  sm a l l  
shopkeepers  mho belonged t o  t h e  lower  middle c l a s s .  The 
census  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  th e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  and white c o l l a r  
employees formed P r a t t ' s  lower middle c l a s s .  P r a t t  
a d d i t i o n a l l y  examines t h e  v o te s  of t h e  unemployed and th e  
C a th o l i c s .
Sydney I .  H. Hel len  p r e s e n t s  a broad su rv ey  of lo o se ly  
i n t e r p r e t e d  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  nThe German P e c p le  and t h e  
Post War World: A s tudy  Based on E le c t i o n  S t a t i s t i c s . "  He
t a b u l a t e s  n e t  p a r t y  vo te  g a ins  and l o s s e s  between th e  
e l e c t i o n s  o f  1928 and Ju ly  1932. While i t  i s  hazardous to 
draw c a t e g o r i c a l  c o n c lu s io n s  about  s h i f t s  of v o t e r  s u p p o r t ,  
Be l len  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h i n k s  t h a t  " i t  i s  s a f e  t o  assume, f o r  
example, t h a t  some v o t e r s  went from the  l a b o r  p a r t i e s  or  t h e  
C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s  to  H i t l e r ,  bu t  were r e p la c e d  by new v o te r s  
from o th e r  p a r t i e s . "
A lf red  n i l a t z  su rv e y s  e l e c t o r a l  developments  from 1930 to  
1933 in  "Das Ende der  P a r t e i e n  im S p ie g e l  d e r  Hahlen 1930 
b i s  1933." While H i l a t z  only examines the  a g g re g a t e  v o te s  
of t h e  p a r t i e s ,  h i s  e x t e n s i v e  t r e a tm e n t  of the  high l e v e l  of 
v o te r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n  i s  v a lu a b le .  
B i l a t z  c on ten d s  t h a t  H i t l e r  had been s u c c e s s f u l  in  
m o b i l i s ing  th e  n o n - v o te r s  o f  1928, a group t h a t  had puzzled 
C 'L esske r  and H eber le .
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Aaong the  most r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  of th e  s o c i a l  bases  of
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s m ,  Thomas Ch i lde rs*  The Nazi  Voters The
S o c ia l  Foun d a t io n s  o f  Fascism in  Germany, 1S19-1933, i s  
based on t h e  h i t h e r t o  most comprehensive use cf  th e  Beimar 
e l e c t o r a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  C h i lders*  e x c l u s i v e l y  m u l t i v a r i a t e  
r e g r e s s io n  a n a l y s i s  was conducted  from th e  b a s i s  of  a sample
formed from 212 Gemeinden  towns and c i t i e s  and 266
r u r a l  c o u n t i e s .  The sample accounted f o r  over  h a l f  o f  t h e  
Beimar e l e c t o r a t e .  This l o n g i t u d i n a l  s tudy  a f f o r d s  t h e  
s tudy  o f  s h i f t s  i n  su p p o r t  among s o c i a l  groups as  th e  Nazi 
movement grew. However, d e s p i t e  t h e  t i t l e  o f  the work, t h e  
NSDAF vote  of  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  was not examined. C h i ld e r s  
i s  one o f  th e  few who d i s t i n g u i s h e s  between t h e  old and th e  
new middle c l a s s e s  e m p i r i c a l l y .  (Heberle  i n  e f f e c t  a l s o  
a t t e m p ts  t h i s  in  h i s  r e g i o n a l  s t u d y . )  This  u s e f u l
d i s t i n c t i o n  was made p o s s ib l e  from a c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  of 
th e  sample .  However, as  a conseguence,  xany o f  t h e  
subsamples a r e  so  sm a l l  so sm all  so as  n e t  to  y i e l d  
s i g n i f i c a n t  v a lu e s  a t  t h e  .05  l e v e l .  Among th ese  a r e  t h e  
im p o r tan t  s u p p o r t  groups of  th e  E r o t e s t a n t s  in  the Ju ly  1932 
e l e c t i o n ,  and t h e  unemployed i n  the  1930 e l e c t i o n .
The n a t u r e  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  p r e s e n t s  us with 
a n o th e r  l i m i t a t i o n  t o  our  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  t h e  su p p o r t  f o r  
the  NSDAP i n  t h a t  th e se  i n d i c a t e  th e  s t r e r g t h  of  the  
r e l a t i v e  s u p p o r t  f o r  the  movement. For example , a l l  t h e  
NSDAP v o te s  y i e l d e d  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  with t h e
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C a t h o l i c s .  From t h a t  we cannot  a s c e c t a i n  th e  degree  of  
a b s o l u t e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e  NSDAE nanaged to  win over  from 
t h i s  g roup .  This  i n f o r m a t io n  cou ld  be o b ta in e d  from a 
breakdown o f  th e  NSDAP v o te  acco rd ing  t o  the  d e n s i t y  c f  t h e  
C a th o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n .
That C h i ld e r s  examines t h e  c o n f e s s i o n a l  d imension  p la c e s  
him among a m in o r i ty  o f  s c h o l a r s  who have r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  
importance of  t h i s  f a c t o r .  C h i ld e r s  conc ludes  t h a t  NSDAP 
su p po r t  was "drawn p r i m a r i l y  from th e  middle c l a s s  
e l e c t o r a t e . "  B h i le  t h e  Nazis* a n t i - m o d e r n i s t  message 
appea led  t o  t h e  middle c l a s s ,  t h e  economic c r i s e s  of  1923-24 
and 1929-33 were t h e  c a t a l y s t s  f o r  Nazi s u c c e s s .  C h i lders*  
v a lu a b le  s t u d y  was preceded  by h i s  "The S o c i a l  Bases o f  the  
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  Vote ,"  which fo cu ses  on urban v o t e r s .
I d Bho Voted f o r  H i t l e r ? , a n o th e r  r e c e n t  s t u d y ,  Bichard 
Bamilton a t t e m p t s  t o  r e f u t e  th e  view t h a t  Nazism was a 
movement o f  the  lower middle  c l a s s ,  th u s  c h a l l e n g in g  
p r e v a i l i n g  s c h o l a r l y  wisdom. He o f f e r s  i n s t e a d  an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  c f  t h e  r i s e  of the  NSDAP based on economic 
f e a r s ,  p o l i t i c a l  c h o ic e s  and o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  power r a t h e r  
than  on s o c i a l - s t r u c t u r a l  s t r a i n s  and p s y c h o lo g ic a l  a n x ie ty .  
Hamilton b a s e s  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  on th e  a n a l y s i s  o f  e l e c t o r a l  
d a ta  f o r  f o u r t e e n  c i t i e s .  In  e le v e n  of  t h e s e ,  he f i n d s  t h a t  
the  NSDAP was s t r o n g e s t  i n  the  w e a l t h i e s t  ne ighbourhoods and 
weakest among the  working c l a s s ,  whereas the  lower  middle 
c l a s s  h y p o t h e s i s  would p o s t u l a t e  a h e l l - s h a p e d  curve of  Nazi
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su p p o r t  l o w e s t  i n  t h e  r i c h e s t  and th e  working c l a s s  a r e a s  
and s t r o n g e s t  in  be tw een .  Support  f o r  the  NSDAP i n  most 
c i t i e s  v a r i e d  d i r e c t l y  with t h e  c l a s s  l e v e l  o f  the  d i s t r i c t .  
The p a r t y  ga ined  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  su p p o r t  i c  t h e  " b e s t  
d i s t r i c s . "  I n  no c i t y  d id  th e  r e s u l t s  show t h e  p a t t e r n  of a 
pronounced and d i s t i n c t i v e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  tendency in  
the  s o c i a l l y  n ixed  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h o s e  with  l a r g e  lo v e r  middle 
c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n s .
I n  e x p l a i n i n g  th e s e  f i n d i n g s ,  Hamil ton f o c u s e s  on t h r e e  
a g e n t s  o r  a g e n c i e s  o f  the  Nazi message: [1) th e  N a t iona l
S o c i a l i s t  p a r ty  a c t i v i s t s ;  (2) the  p r e s s ;  and (3) e l i t e  
f i g u r e s  and n o t a b l e s .  These appea r  to  comprise  a l i s t  of 
immediate  c a u s e s  and l e a v e s  out  the r a t i o n a l e  behind su p p o r t  
fo r  t h e  p a r t y .  i n  o f f e r i n g  t h i s  e x p la n a t i o n  Hamilton 
i m p l i c i t l y  p o i n t s  t o  th e  a p p a r e n t  u n i v e r s a l  appea l  of  
N a t ion a l  S o c ia l i s m .
V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h o s e  s t u d i e s  of  t h e  NSDAP t h a t  have r e l i e d  
on e l e c t i o n  d a t a  have examined only  a s i n g l e  e l e c t i o n  
i n s t e a d  o f  a s e r i e s  c f  e l e c t i o n s .  Apart from p o s s i b l e  
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed on s t u d i e s  unde r taken  
s e v e r a l  decades  ago,  when e l e c t r o n i c  computers were n o t  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  to  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t h e r e  has a l s o  been 
a tendency o f  s c h o l a r s  to  assume t h a t  t h e  c ho ic e  cf a 
p a r t i c u l a r  e l e c t i o n  i s  no t  im p o r t a n t  i n  a p p r a i s i n g  t h e  r i s e
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of N az isa .  I n e v i t a b l y ,  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o l a r s  have d e l a t e d  t h e  
t o p i c  o f  th e  NSDAP f r o a  t h e  background cf  d i f f e r e n t  
e l e c t i o n s ,  i g n o r in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  soc io-economic  b a s i s  
of Razism Bight  have d i f f e r e d  c o n s id e r a b ly  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
s t a g e s  o f  i t s  d e v e l o p s e n t . 7
L i p s e t  o f f e r s  an i m p l i c i t ,  b a t  i n t r i g u i n g ,  acknowledgment 
t h a t  t h e  c h o ic e  o f  e l e c t i o n  i s  c r i t i c a l ,  as he a rg a e s  t h a t  
only an e s t a b l i s h e d  a a s s  novement could  have e n l i s t e d  th e  
su p p o r t  o f  the  a p a t h e t i c  and a p o l i t i c a l . 0 L ip s e t* s  s tu d y  
thus  f o c u s e s  on t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  Ju ly  1932 r a t h e r  th an  any of 
the  p reced in g  e l e c t i o n s ,  a r e s e a r c h  s t r a t e g y  cho ice  which 
fo r  i t s  purpose  i s  i n  cur  view g u i t e  v a l i d .
Linz a rg u es  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  the  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p a r ty  
change from one p e r io d  in  th e  development of the  regime to
7 I n  one comment on the  NSDAP's su p p o r t  i n  h i s  accla imed 
s tu d y  of  the  movement in  S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in ,  Rudolf 
Heber le  even n e g le c te d  to c l e a r l y  s p e c i f y  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of  
t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  e l e c t i o n  which he examined, a l th o ug h  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  of p rec ed in g  c h a p t e r s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  
was t h e  one i n  J u ly  1932. Prom Democracy t o  Eazism jBaton 
Rouge: L o u is ia n a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  19U5J, p .~ 9 9 f .
* L i p s e t ,  "»Fascism* - —  L e f t ,  B ig h t ,  and C e n t e r , •• pp. 
1 US-52.
* Linz e x p l a i n s  t h a t  the  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p a r ty  i s  d e f in ed  not  
on ly  by i t s  unique  s t r u c t u r e  hut  by i t s  f u n c t i o n s .  These 
f u n c t i o n s  ob v iou s ly  change ,  and:
They a re  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  s t a g e  o f  c r e a t i n g  a 
power vacuum in  a p rev io u s  r eg im e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a d e m o c ra t i c  one ,  i n  t h e  t a k e o v e r  p h a s e ,  the  
phase  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  £often combined with 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  t a c t i c a l  compromises w i th  the  
e x i s t i n g  power s t r u c t u r e ,  s o c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  and 
p r o l e t a r i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  in  a tw o - s t e p - f o r w a r d ,  
one -s tep -b ackw ard  p a t t e r n  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  them ) , 
i n  the  phase o f  purg ing  i t s e l f  f r o i  those  
c o -o p te d  i n  t h a t  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  in  the
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a n o t h e r . 9 Linz n o te s  t h a t  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  l i t e r a t u r e  on Nazi 
Germany makes us more co nsc io u s  of th o s e  phases  and t h e  very 
d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  perform ed by the  p a r t y  and i t s  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  in  each one o f  them. in  the  ccu rse  of  t h e  
Reimar y e a r s  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement ven t  th rough  
two c f  t h e s e  phases (and i t  can be argued i t  had e n t e r e d  th e  
t h i r d  b e fo r e  the  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ) •
& l o n g i t u d i n a l  s tudy  of t h e  Nazi movement encompasses i t s  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  from a s m a l l  p a r ty  i n t o  a mass movement. 
Linz n o t e s  t h a t  sm a l l  p a r t i e s  a re  l i k e l y  to  be unders tood  
more a t  t h e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  l e v e l ,  and in  te rm s  of  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  g e n e r a t i o n a l  e x p er ien ce  of pe rso n a l  c r i s e s  t h a t  
e i t h e r  has  p reven ted  the  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  the  e x i s t i n g  p a r ty  
sys tem ,  o r  has l e d  to  a b reak  with  o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  Mass 
p a r t i e s  a r e  more s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p la n a t i o n ,  
i n  te rm s o f  th e  i n t e r e s t s  not  be ing adequ a te ly  r e p r e s e n t e d
reneved  e f f o r t s  o f  mass m o b i l i z a t i o n  f o l lo v e d  by 
more s t a b l e  dom ina t ion  o f  an atomized 
s o c i e t y . . . t o  a f i n a l  phase of  a d m in i s t e r in g  
s o c i e t y  w ithout  b a s i s  f o r  p r i n c i p l e d  o p p o s i t i o n  
but  f a c in g  complex p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  l e a d in g  t o  a 
moderate  degree  o f  p l u r a l i s m  among d e c i s io n  
makers even w i th in  t h e  p a r t y .
Juan J .  L in z ,  "Towards a D e f i n i t i o n  of T o t a l i t a r i a n i s m , "
p. 208.
L inz ,  in  o u t l i n i n g  th e se  phases ,  r e f e r s  to  9.
K ornhauser ,  The P o l i t i c s  of  Hass S o c ie ty  {Glencoe, 111:
F ree  P r e s s ,  1959);  and Alexander D a l l in  a rd  George R.
B r e s l a u e r ,  P o l i t i c a l .  T e r ro r  _in_ communist Systems
( S ta n f o rd :  S tan fo rd  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1970).
10 Linz p o i n t s  to  t h e  German n o r th e r n  c e n t r a l  P r o t e s t a n t  
f a rm ers  s h i f t i n g  from one p a r ty  t o  ano the r  a f t e r  f i n d in g  
th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  c f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  th rough  th e  
c o n s e r v a t i v e s  dominated by e a s t e r n  a g r a r i a n  i n t e r e s t
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by any of tbe  e x i s t i n g  p a r t i e s . 10 An e c o l o g i c a l  s tu d y  of  
t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  mass mcvenent i s  t h e r e f o r e  
a p p r o p r i a t e .  While not  com ple te ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y
m e t h o d o l o g ic a l l y , given t h e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  movement took 
p l a c e  app rox im ate ly  h a l f  a c e n tu r y  ago, t h i s  kind of  s tudy  
i s  probably  t h e  b e s t  o f  tb e  methods which ace c u r r e n t l y  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  f u r t h e r  the  u n d e rs tan d in g  c f  f a s c i s m .
Linz speaks  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  s o c i e t y  as 
t o t a l i t a r i a n .  While t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  o f  N a t iona l  
S o c ia l i sm  has  been th e  s u b j e c t  of  much d e b a t e ,  and while  
t h e r e f o r e  the  movement i s  not u n i v e r s a l l y  acknowledged as
groups  i n a d e q u a t e ,  and f i n a l l y  f in d in g  a home i n  t h e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  mass movement. Juan J .  L in z ,  "Some 
Notes Toward a Comparative  Study o f  Fascism i n  
S o c i o l o g i c a l  H i s t o r i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e , "  i n  Walter  Laqueur,  
e d . ,  Fascism; A B e a d e r ' s  Guide {Berkeley; U n iv e rs i ty  of 
C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1S76), p. 41.
t* L in z ’ s c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  t h i s  d e b a te  has a l read y  been 
mentioned.  Wolfgang Sauer  rev iew s  such e f f o r t s  i n
" N a t io n a l  S o c ia l i sm :  T o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  o r  Fasc ism ?,"
LXXIII, No.2 {December 1967), 
pp. 404*424. David Schoenbaum i s  perhaps t h e  forem ost  
s c h o l a r  t o  have put forward  th e  view cf a s o c i a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  th ro u g h  N at iona l  S o c i a l i s m ,  in  H i t l e r ’ s S o c ia l  
B e v o lu t io n :  C la s s  and S t a t u s  i n  Nazi Germany 1933-1939
{Garden C i t y ,  N.Y., Doubleday, 1967).
T a l c o t t  P a r so n s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l - f u n c t i o n a l i s t
s o c i o l o g i s t ,  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  t h e  " n a t i o n a l i s t i c "  and 
" a n t i - C o s m u n i s t i c "  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement as a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  one t h a t  had a l t e r e d  the s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  
" I t  i s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement which, b o th  in  ideo logy  
and i n  a c t u a l  p o l i c y ,  has a l r e a d y  done much more to  a l t e r  
fun d am e n ta l ly  the  b ro ade r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  not  on ly  of  
t h e  Weimar Bepubl ic  b u t  o f  t h e  Germany which preceded and 
u n d e r la y  i t . "  P a r s o n s ,  "Democracy and S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e
(Glencoe: Free P r e s s ,  1958), p. 116.
Balf  Dahrendorf  advances  h i s  view o f  Nazism as  a 
( s o c i a l )  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  vanguard o f  m odern i ty :  in  o rd e r  to
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f u l l y  t o t a l i t a r i a n , 11 i t  x s  n o n e th e le s s  e v id e n t  t h a t  t h e  
NSDAP p a r t y  had many im p o r ta n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  
p a r t y .  One of  such f e a t u r e s  was th e  a t t em p t  to  c r e a t e  t h e
u to p ia  o f  a V o lk s g e n e in s c h a f t .  I t  c l e a r l y  a l s o  aimed a t  -----
and some s c h o l a r s  would s a y ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f a s h io n e d  ----- a
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  s o c i e t y ,  j u d g in g  by i t s  propaganda and th e  
p u b l i c  commitments o f  many o f  i t s  l e a d e r s .  The f u n c t i o n s  of 
t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  p a r t y ,  which Linz i d e n t i f i e d ,  must s e r v e  
t h a t  end. Foremost  among th e s e  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  " th e
p o l i t i c i z a t i o n  of  th e  masses ,  t h e i r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  
i n - c a d r a t i o n ,  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  c c n s c i e n t i z a t i o n ,  and c o n v e r s io n ,  
and t h e i r  r e c i p r o c a l s ,  t h e  de tachment  from o t h e r  bonds,  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  autonomy of o th e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  
u p ro o t in g  of  o t h e r  v a l u e s ,  and d e s o c i a l i z a t i o n . " 12 In  Nazi
a t t a i n  t h e i r  g o a ls  ( e . g . ,  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n )  the  Nazis had 
to  f u r t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  which in  tu rn  swept away t h e
old  e l i t e s ;  S o c ie ty  and Democracy i n  Germany (Garden
C i t y ,  N.Y: Doubleday,  1967).  There i s  a l s o  Rudolf
Soc io logy  (New York; A p p le to n -C e n tu r y - C r o f t s , 1951).
C r i t i c s  o f  Schoenbaum*s view in c l u d e  H e in r ich  H in k le r ,  
i n  "Vom Mythos der  V o lk sg em ein scha f t , "  Archiv f u r  
S o z i a l g e s c h i c h t e  17 (1S77), p .  490; Arthur S c h w e i tz e r ,  i n  
Di e  N a z i f i z i e r u n g  des M i t t e l s t a n d e s  ( S t u t t g a r t ,  1970),
pp. 137-138; Kar l  D i e t r i c h  B ra ch e r ,  i n  "The Hole of  
H i t l e r :  P e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , "  in  I a g u e u r ,  e d . .  
Fasc ism , p .  220; F r i e d r i c h  Grundaann, in  Aq r a r n o l i t i k  im
-Prittg-B Beichi!? _ lflsBrach und H i t k l i c b k e i t d e s
Re ic h s e r h b o f g g s g t z e s  (Hamburg, 1979), p .  157.
12 L in z ,  " T o t a l i t a r i a n  and A u t h o r i t a r i a n  Regimes,"  p. 209.
13 The NSDAP had a w e l l  developed h i e r a r c h i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
system with  a g r e a t  number of a c t i v e  c a d re s  t h a t  handled 
r e c r u i t m e n t .  T h is ,  and the use of  b l o c k l e a d e r s ,
l e a d e r s ) , were f e a t u r e s  o f  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  p a r t y .
Hamilton a s c r i b e s  an im p o r ta n t  r o l e  o f  t h e  c a d r e s  and
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Gernan ; ,  i n c a d r a t i o n 13 o f  t h e  m asses ,  g iv en  th e  l a r g e  
number of  o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  and t h e i r  " h ig h  r a t e  of  
p e n e t r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  r e q u i r e d  e i t h e r  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  t h e  i n f i l t r a t i o n  and G le ic h s c h a l tu n a  of t h o s e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . " 1♦
The p r e s e n t  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s tud y  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h i s  
p ro c e s s  had begun long b e fo r e  th e  l a s t  o f  the  Weimar 
e l e c t i o n s .  The " u p r o o t in g  o f  o th e r  v a lu e s "  and th e  
"detachment  from o t h e r  bonds" proceeded s e r i a l l y ,  and th e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  th o se  e x i s t i n g  bonds and v a lu e s  must be p ro p e r ly  
a s s e s s e d  a s  we seek  t o  u n d e rs ta n d  the  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p ro c e ss ,  
f iere ,  C a th o l i c i sm  w i l l  s t a n d  o u t  as  th e  s t r o n g e s t  f o r c e  and 
s e r v e  a s  a reminder  t h a t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  
s o c i e t y  i s  an immensely d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  C a th o l ic i sm  has no t  
re c e iv e d  much a t t e n t i o n  from L in z ,  nor  from o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  
of t o t a l i t a r i a n  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  sy s tem s ,  d e s p i t e  our  
c u r r e n t  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r o l e  of  t h i s  fo rc e  i n  
communist n a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Poland.  The p re s e n t  s tudy  
a f f o r d s  an o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  a p p r a i s e  i t s  r o l e  in the  e a r l y  
p a r t  o f  Nazi Germany as  ve  seek  to  a p p r e c i a t e  th e  impor tance
o t h e r  l e a d e r s  in  t h e  advance of  th e  Nazi movement. 
Ham il ton ,  Who Toted f o r  H i t l e r ? , pp. 309-360.
On J a n u a r y  30, 1933 the  merger of  t h e  s t a t e  and th e
(NSDAP) p a r ty  was o f f i c i a l l y  p roc la im ed .  By t h a t  d a te  
t h e  p a r t y  had 849,009 members, who were to  t e  m u l t i p l i e d  
t e n f o l d  b e fo re  th e  end o f  th e  T h ird  Reich in  1945. 
Nichael  H. K a te r ,  Th e _ la z i_ P a r ty s  ft S o c i a l  P r o f i l e  of  
Hembers and Leaders  1919-1945 (Cambridge: Harvard
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1983),  F igu re  1, p. 263.
14 L inz ,  " T o t a l i t a r i a n  and A u t h o r i t a r i a n  Regimes,"  p. 209.
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of t h e  l e a d in g  o rg an ised  r e l i g i o n s  under t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m
While we nay never  o b t a i n  th o rou g h ly  d e f i n i t i v e  answers  
t o  any o f  the  broad q u e s t io n s  about th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
movement, i n c l u d i n g  th e  g u e s t io n s  r a i s e d  above,  i t  i s  s t i l l  
p o s s i b l e  t o  ga in  more informed and b e t t e r  documented answers 
than  th o s e  which a r e  now a v a i l a b l e .  Kith the  advent  of  t h e  
b e h a v io u ra l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  and t b e  b u i ld in g  
of p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  d a ta  a r c h i v e s ,  we now have a 
com puter ised  d a ta  s e t  o f  o f f i c i a l  r e t u r n s  of a l l  
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  e l e c t i o n s  dur ing  the  Heimar e r a .  The aim of
t h i s  s t u d y ,  th en ,  i s  t o  accomplish  an in c r e m e n ta l  ----- b u t
o r i g i n a l  ----- improvement in  cur unde rs tan d in g  c f  one of  t h e
most s i g n i f i c a n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p ro ce sse s  i n  tb e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n tu r y .
In  o r d e r  to  r each  such an o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e  p re s e n t  s tud y  
a p p l i e s  modern s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  methods t o  t h e  d a ta  of  
a l l  t h e  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  — -  S e ic h s ta g  —-  e l e c t i o n s  in  which 
the  v o lk i s c h  p a r t i e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  NSDAP. I t  
draws from th e  o f f i c i a l  vo t in g  r e s u l t s  c o l l e c t e d  in  each o f  
th e  1,127 K r e i s e , which were t h e  s m a l l e s t  u n i t  used 
th roughout  a l l  r e g io n s  of  Heimar Germany in  o f f i c i a l l y  
t a b u l a t i n g  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s .  The p e r c e n t a g e !  v c t in g  r e s u l t s  
of th e  NSDAP and im p o r tan t  r i v a l  p a r t i e s  were examined f o r  
t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  with o c c u p a t i o n a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  and o t h e r  
demographic d a t a .  The p e rc e n t a g e !  v o t ing  r e s u l t s  were a l s o  
broken down by d e n s i ty  o f  demographic groups.
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& primary  so u rc e  o f  d a ta  fo r  t h i s  s tu d y  a r e  the  o f f i c i a l  
e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  from the  Heimar R epub l ic .  These were made 
a v a i l a b l e  by th e  I n t e r - u n i v e r s i t y  Consort ium l o r  E o l i t i c a l  
and S o c i a l  Besearch (ICFSB) i n  t h e i r  d a ta  s e t  e n t i t l e d  
"Germany i n  th e  Heimar R e p u b l i c . "  The d a ta  fo r  t h i s  d a ta  
s e t  were compiled by the  I n t e r - u n i v e r s i t y  Corsor t ium  f o r  
E o l i t i c a l  Besearch  f o r  a d a t a  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  sem ina r .  The 
Consortium does n o t  bear  any r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  a n a ly se s  
or i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p re s e n te d  h e r e .
T h is  d a t a  s e t  c o n ta in e d  o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  and 
demographic in fo rm a t io n  co v e r in g  t h e  per iod  from 1919 to  
1933 i n  Germany. In c lu d e d ,  and used in  t h i s  s tu d y ,  were 
p e rcen tag ed  r e t u r n s  f o r  e l e c t i o n s  to t h e  B e ic h s tag ,  
1920-1933,18 o r i g i n a l l y  o b ta in ed  from th e  o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  
r e t u r n s  p u b l i sh ed  by the German R a t io n a l  S t a t i s t i c a l  Bureau; 
and d a t a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  urban p o p u l a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n  and 
o c c u p a t i o n s ,  a l l  taken  from th e  German census o f  1925. The 
d a ta  were r e c o r d e d  a t  th re e  l e v e l s  o f  a g g r e g a t i o n ,  of which
one ----- K re is    was used i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  The F re is  was th e
s m a l l e s t  u n i t  f o r  which o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  were 
p u b l i s h e d .  There were 1,127 K r e i s e . a l l  o f  which were used 
in  t h i s  s t u d y .  The Kreise  made up t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  
H a h lk re i s e . which formed t h e  l e v e l  a t  which B e ichs tag  s e a t s  
were a l l o c a t e d  between th e  p a r t i e s  under the  Keimar system
18 Tbe Heimar R epub l ic  e l e c t o r a l  law i s  rep roduced  i n  f u l l  
i n  Bernhard  Togel ,  D i e te r  Nohlen, B a in e r -O la f  S c h u l t z e ,  
Hahlen i n  Deutschland ( B e r l in :  H a l t e r  de G r c y te r ,  1971),
pp. 3 67-79 .
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o£ p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h is  s tu d y  i s  based  
e x c l u s i v e l y  on th e  Kre is  l e v e l  o f  d a ta  a g g re g a t io n .
The major p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  d a ta  were c o l l e c t e d  and 
c o n v e r te d  t o  co m p u te r - re ad a b le  form by ICPSB s t a f f  under t h e  
d i r e c t i o n  of S te p h an ie  Cameron and David Caneron.  The 
r e l i g i o u s  d a ta  were s u p p l i e d  t o  the  ICPSB by tee  B e r n e t t e ,  
Onion C o l l e g e .  The d a ta  in  the  s e t  were keypunched and
v e r i f i e d  by the  ICPSB, and a s e r i e s  o f  m achine-a ided  e r r o r  
checks  were performed on t h e  d a ta .  Hhere p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  
ICPSB made r e c a l c u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a ta  in  o rd e r  to  
minimise t h e  number o f  missing g e o g ra p h ic a l  u n i t s  over  t im e .  
H iss ing  d a t a  codes  o f  n in e s  were i n s e r t e d  fo r  u n i t s  o f  
a n a l y s i s  which were n o t  in  e x i s t e n c e  a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t s  in  
t im e .  The ICPSB data  s e t  was p rep a red  f o r  the  O s i r i s  
computer s o f tw a r e  package.  The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  used t h e  
so f tw a r e  packages  o f  SPSS, which can read  O s i r i s  f i l e s ,  and 
SPSSx, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  word p r o c e s s in g  package of  GMI. These 
were employed th rough  th e  g e n e r a l  computer  t e r m i n a l  system 
of Bylbur .
grgb lem s_oi_.lggr€g3  te_  flat  3  _ anal y s i s  
Given t h e  l a c k  of survey d a ta  o f  th e  Beimar e r a ,  e c o l o g i c a l  
a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  r e s e a r c h  method f o r  s tu d y i n g ,  
a p p ro x im a te ly  a h a l f  c e n tu ry  l a t e r ,  the  p o l i t i c a l  behav iour  
of t h a t  t i n e .  The p r e s e n t  s tudy employs the  methcd o f
e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  T h is  means t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  behav iour
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w i l l  be i n f e r r e d  from da ta  fo r  an a g g re g a te  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
She o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  d a ta  used in  t h i s  s tudy  re v e a l*  f o r  
example* a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between C a th o l ic i sm  and Nazi 
s u p p o r t :  the h ig h e r  t h e  p r o p c r t i c n  o f  C a t h c l i c s  i n  t h e
f t r e i s e . t h e  lo v e r  th e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  Nazi v o t e s .  I ro n  t h i s  
i n f o r m a t io n  th e  i n f e r e n c e  may be drawn t h a t  C a th o l i c s  d id  
not  su p p o r t  t b e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s .  In  such cases  we have 
no i n f o r m a t i o n  about  th e  behav iour  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  v o t e r s .  We 
have two s t a t e m e n t s  about the  e n t i r e  a g g re g a te  of  
i n d i v i d u a l s  in  the  d i s t r i c t s *  one about  t h e i r  r e l i g i o n  and 
one about  t h e i r  p o l i t i c s .  A c o n c lu s io n  l i n k i n g  th e s e  
f a c t o r s  a p p ea rs  r e a s o n a b l e .
The fundam enta l  problem i n  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of  
i n f e r r i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s e s  from a g g re g a te  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  term " e c o l o g i c a l  
f a l l a c y . "  He w i l l  here  f i r s t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  
f a l l a c y *  and th en  d i s c u s s  to  what e x t e n t  i t  i s  a problem i n  
the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .
An examle o f  t h i s  problem of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y  i s  
" s l i p p a g e * "  which can give  r i s e  to  an e rro n e o u s  c o n c lu s io n .  
In such  i n s t a n c e s  th e  l in k a g e  su g g es ted  by th e  a g g re g a te  
r e s u l t  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t  among th e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o lv e d .* *
A f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d  c a s e  c o n c e rn s  a c o r r e l a t i o n  between 
the  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  b lac k s  in  s o u th e r n  United S t a t e s  c o u n t i e s  
and th e  p e rc e n ta g e  of  i l l i t e r a t e s . * 7 Since  t h e  two f a c t o r s
** Hamilton* Mho Voted f o r  H i t l e r ? , p. 500.
17 William S. Hobinscn* " E c o lo g ic a l  C o r r e l a t i o n s  and t h e
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s e r e  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d ,  the  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  b la c k s  had h igher  
r a t e s  o f  i l l i t e r a c y ,  seemed a p l a u s i b l e  one .  But 
o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  showed no d i f f e r e n c e s  in  
l i t e r a c y  l e v e l s  by r a c e .  In  c o u n t i e s  with  h igh  p e rc en ta g es  
of  b l a c k s  the  s c h o o l s  provided poor g u a l i t y  o f  e d u ca t io n  f o r  
both r a c e s .  But t h a t  f a c t  was no t  e v id e n t  from t h e  
a g g re g a t e  a n a l y s i s .
In  t h i s  example , t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between r a c e  and 
i l l i t e r a c y  was an i n d i v i d u a l  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  because  the  kind 
of t h in g  d e s c r i b e d  was an i n d i v i s i b l e  u n i t ,  a p e r s o n .  I n  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  a re  d e s c r i p t i v e  
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  such  as  h e ig h t ,  income, eye 
c o l o u r ,  o r  r a c e ,  and no t  d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c a l  c o n s t a n t s  
such a s  r a t e s  o r  means. i n  an e c o l o g i c a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  th e  
s t a t i s t i c a l  o b j e c t  i s  a group o f  p e r s o n s .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  
between t h e  pe rcen tag e  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  which was b lack  and 
the  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  which was i l l i t e r a t e  was an 
e c o l o g i c a l  c o r r e l a t i o n .  The th in g  d e sc r ib e d  was t h e  
p o p u la t io n  of  a s t a t e ,  and n o t  a s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l .  The 
v a r i a b l e s  were p e r c e n t a g e s ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  p r o p e r t i e s  of  
g ro u p s ,  and not  d e s c r i p t i v e  p r o p e r t i e s  c f  i n d i v i d u a l s . 18
Another ty p e  of  e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y  may be committed in  
the  a t t e m p t  to  g e n e r a l i s e  t o  one l e v e l  o f  a n a l y s i s  from d a ta  
c o l l e c t e d  a t  a n o th e r .  For example ,  i f  we c o l l e c t  d a ta  on
Behavior  of I n d i v i d u a l s , "  American S o c i o lo c i c a l  Beview 
15, No.3 (June 1950), pp. 351-57 .
18 JLfeid-, P- 351.
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the  s o c i a l  c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i e s  of  th e  unemployed i n  each
H a h lk re i s  ----- t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  l a r g e  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  in
Heimar Germany ----- and f i n d  a s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between i n d u s t r i a l  workers  and unemployment, ve may be 
tempted to  g e n e r a l i s e  "up" to  the  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  and c la im  
t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  he ld  f o r  Germany a s  a whole, o r  t o  
g e n e r a l i s e  ndovnn and assume t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  found in  
any given H ah lk re is  w i l l  a l s o  be found i n  each of  i t s  
s m a l l e r  K re ise .
I f ,  however, we a c t u a l l y  a g g re g a te  our data  a t  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  o r  K re is  l e v e l ,  ve may f i n d  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  found when d a ta  a r e  
agg reg a ted  a t  t h e  H ah lk re i s  l e v e l . 19 E m p i r ica l  s t u d i e s  of  
the  e c o l o g i c a l  problem have shown t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  may no t  
only be weaker o r  s t r o n g e r  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s ,  but may even 
change d i r e c t i o n s . 20 Hhen r e s e a r c h e r s  g e n e r a l i s e  from one 
l e v e l  of  a n a l y s i s  to  a n o t h e r ,  th e y  run  th e  r i s k  of  s e r i o u s l y  
n i s i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e i r  d a ta  and re a c h in g  e r ro n eo u s  
c o n c l u s i o n s .
19 The e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  problem, bu t  from a d i f f e r e n t  
example , was p re s e n te d  by J a r o l  B. Hanheim a rd  Bichard  C. 
B ich ,  i n  Emp i r i c a l  P o l i t i c a l  A n a ly s i s :  Besearch Methods
i n  P o l i t i c a l  Sc ience  (Englewood C l i f f s ,  N.J:  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ) , p .  215.
2° See Hubert  B la lo ck ,  J r . ,  Caagai   i n
Mon-experimental  Besearch (Chapel H i l l ,  N.C: U n iv e rs i ty
of  North C a ro l in a  P r e s s ,  196b) , pp. 102-4, acd H i l l iam  S. 
Bobinson ,  " E c o lo g ic a l  C o r r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  Behavior  of  
I n d i v i d u a l s , "  pp. 351-7.
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The a fo rem en t ion ed  examples have dem ons tra ted  the  c h i e f  
problems o f  th e  e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y *  B ob inson 's  account  of 
the  e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y  be longs  to  th e  most f o r c e f u l  
s t a t e m e n t s  of  t h e  p ro b le m .21 E c o lo g ic a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a r e  
more i n f o r m a t i v e  than  i s  o f t e n  assumed. Be th in k  t h a t  
Bob inson 's  accoun t  o f  the  problems o f  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a ly s e s  i s  
an o v e r s t a t e m e n t  when a p p l i e d  t c  t h e  p r e s e n t  study* In 
p a r t i c u l a r *  t h e  fo l lo w in g  f o u r  g u a l i t i e s  of  t h i s  s tudy  have 
c o n s p i r e d  to  d im in i sh  t b e  problem: (1) The e c o l o g i c a l
c o r r e l a t i o n s  were based on a l a r g e  number o f  c a s e s .  The 
s tu d y  r e l i e d  on t h e  e l e c t i o n  and e c o l o g i c a l  d a ta  from a l l  
1*127 K re is e  i n  Beimar Germany. (2) A l a r g e  number of  
e l e c t i o n s  were examined. These were e i g h t  e l e c t i o n s *  
i n c l u d i n g  the  seven e l e c t i o n s  i n  which the  Nat iona l  
S o c i a l i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d .  (3) The d a ta  in  the  p re s e n t  s tu d y  
e x h i b i t e d  a h igh degree of c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  a l l  demographic 
v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  were examined. This  f e a t u r e  was e v id e n t  in* 
fo r  example* (a) t h e  t a b l e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  the  C a th o l i c  vote* 
and* Jb) th e  t a b l e s  fo cu ss in g  cn r e l i g i o n  and c l a s s .  (4) 
The o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  Germany had changed l i t t l e  
du r ing  th e  Beimar y e a r s .  The 1925 census  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a 
r e l i a b l e  s o u rc e  o f  demographic d a t a  f o r  a l l  the  Beimar 
e l e c t i o n s .  The common measure of  t h e  r a t e  of modernisa tion* 
the  s i z e  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u l t u r a l  s e c to r *  p ro v id e s  ev idence  
t h a t  l i t t l e  s t r u c t u r a l  change had o c c u r r e d .  According to
21 B i l l i am  S. Bobinson* " E c o lo g ic a l  C o r r e l a t i o n s  and the  
Behaviour of  I n d i v i d u a l s , "  pp. 351-357.
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the  1925 cen su s  t h i r t y - t w o  p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  
belonged to  t h e  farming s e c t o r ;  t h e  c o r re sp o n d in g  f i g u r e  
from th e  1933 c en su s  i s  tw e n ty -n in e  p e r c e n t . 22
T h is  a t t e m p t  r e p r e s e n t s  a major improvement over  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  v o t in g  s t u d i e s  on the  NSDAP which have been 
r e s t r i c t e d  by one or  mere o f  t h e  f o l lo w in g  l i m i t a t i o n s :  (1)
C o n c e n t r a t io n  on on ly  one unigue e l e c t i o n #  t h e r e f o r e  no t  
d e a l in g  with t h e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  changes  i n  the  s o c i a l  base  of  
s u p p o r t ;  {2) lo o k in g  merely a t  s h i f t s  o f  a g g re g a te  p a r ty  
vo tes  between e l e c t i o n s ;  {3) c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on one or a few 
r e g i o n s ;  and (4) merely paying secondary  a t t e n t i o n  to  
r e l i g i o n .
Before  embarking cn any a n a l y s i s  o f  the  H a t io c a l  S o c i a l i s t  
movement# however# i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s k e tc h  o u t  some o f  t h e  
major s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  and h i s t o r i c  developments  t h a t  
accompanied the  emergence o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t i s a n  
c o n s t e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Heimar R epub l ic .  Although i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  such a r i c h  s u b j e c t  in  a few 
pages# an a t t e m p t  can be made t o  p r e s e n t  a g i s t  of  p o l i t i c a l  
h i s t o r y  in  t h e  remainder  of t h i s  c h a p t e r .
22 Jeremy Noakes and Geoffrey Pridham# Nazism 1919-1945.
V f ilt il S l a t e .  Icqpob?. _and S o c i e t y  1933-1945i___A
Documentary Header (Exeter :  U n iv e r s i ty  of  Exeter  Press#
1984)# p .  316.
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Gernan p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  nay 
be e f f e c t i v e l y  reviewed i f  ve p l a c e  i t  between th e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  tb e  t h i r d  vorld  s t a t e s  and th e  Anglo-American 
dem ocrac ie s .
In  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p o l i t i c a l  development c f  t h e  t h i r d  vo r ld  
s t a t e s ,  i t  i s  commonly acknovledged t h a t  emerging s t a t e s  a r e  
fo rc e d  t o  undergo t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l
s t r u c t u r e s  ----- such a s  a l an d -b a se d  g u a s i - f e u d a l i s t i c
s t r u c t u r e  ----- t o  modern s t r u c t u r e s  ----- such as  a "w es te rn"
l i b e r a l  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  democracy ----  i n  a very  s h o r t  t im e ,
o f t e n  in  a n a t t e r  o f  a fev  decades ,  whi le  c o u n t r i e s  such as 
B r i t a i n  and Prance  have taken  c e n t u r i e s  to  complete t h i s  
p r o c e s s .  By Anglo-American s t a n d a r d s  Germany undervent  th e  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  in  a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  pe r io d  o f  t i n e .  I t  
a l s o  d id  so  i n  a manner q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from B r i t a i n  and th e  
U.S. Impetus f o r  tb e  most im p o r ta n t  p o l i t i c a l  changes 
du r ing  t h i s  p ro c e s s  came i n  B r i t a i n  and tb e  U.S. from th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  which a l t e r e d  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  and 
s h i f t e d  power from one c l a s s  t o  a n o th e r .  Unlike B r i t a i n  and 
the  U .S . ,  no s t r o n g  l i b e r a l  middle c l a s s  r o s e  t o  c h a l le n g e  
what was s t i l l  a f e u d a l - i n d u s t r i a l  complex in  Germany b e fo re
2 3  Tony B u r k e t t ,  f a r i i e g —afld . E lec t ions . ._ jn_  y e s t ^ ggrmany 
(London: C. Hurst  6 Co. ,  1975),  p .  2 .  B u rk e t t  a rgues
t h a t  the  p o l i t i c a l  development o f  France  was e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  same as  t h a t  o f  B r i t a i n .
Karl D i e t r i c h  Bracher  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i n  the  cou rse  of  
t h e  c e n t u r y  fo l lo w in g  t h e  French r e v o l u t i o n  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s -d e m o c r a t i c  movement had a t t a i n e d  v i c t o r y  in  
F rance ,  B r i t a i n  and th e  United S t a t e s ,  b u t  i n  Germany, 
monarchic  a b so lu t i sm  p r e v a i l e d .  B rach e r ,  Pie Auflosung 
d e r  Heimarer Bepublik  ( S t u t t g a r t  and D u sse ld o r f :  Bing
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
32
World Mar I . 23
Germany was no t  u n i f i e d  u n t i l  1871 and the  r e g i m e ' s  
l e g i t im a c y  was weak,24 c h i e f l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of  s t ro n g  
r e g i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s .  In u n i f i c a t i o n  t h e  new s t a t e  was b u i l t  
cn th e  model o f  th e  unreformed f e u d a l  and a u t h o r i t a r i a n  
s o c i e t y  of P r u s s i a .  Hany o f  t h o s e  h o s t i l e  to  the  new regime 
p robably  saw u n i f i c a t i o n  as t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  c f  t h e i r  
r e g io n  i n t o  the  P ru s s ian  s t a t e .
Hhile  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  had not  promoted t h e  growth of  a 
l i b e r a l  middle c l a s s ,  i t  did engender ,  as e lsew here ,  a 
p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s .  She German p r o l e t a r i a t  was p o l i t i c a l l y  
u n i te d  t o  a very l a r g e  degree  and succeeded in  b u i ld in g  a 
s i n g l e  p a r t y ,  t h e  S o c ia l  Democratic Pa r ty  (SPD).
The dominant  s o c i a l  va lues  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  
B ohenzol le rn  monarchy se re  n e c e s s a r i l y  in co m p a t ib le  with t h e  
l i b e r a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  of the  succeed ing  Heimar c o n s t i t u t i o n .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  had been a l i b e r a l  s t r a i n  in  Germany 
s i n c e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e v en ts  o f  1848, and i t  had th e  goal 
of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a l i m i t e d  monarchy i n  which th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
middle c l a s s  was to  become dom inan t .29 In  t h e s e  days th e  
middle c l a s s  in  Germany was s p l i t ,  as  r e f l e c t e d  in  the  wide
V er lag ,  1957), p. 3.
25 Helga Grebing ,  G esch ich te  de r  deutschcn P a r t e i e n
{Wiesbaden: Franz S t e i n e r  Ver lag ,  1962) ,  p .  10. Before
th e  1848 B evolu t ion  none o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  o f  the
l i b e r a l  movement speke of  popu lar  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  but  r a t h e r
ha rboured  a r e s t r i c t e d  u n d e rs t a n d in g  o f  " th e  p e o p le ” as 
being t h e  " c u l t u r e d "  middle c l a s s ;  i b i d . .  p .  9.
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a r r a y  o f  sm a l l  middle c l a s s  p a r t i e s . 26 Among th e  middle 
c l a s s  t h e  " e l d "  a id d l e  c l a s s  dominated,  and they mainly 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  th o se  Bracher c a l l e d  t h e  a g r a r i a n  c a p i t a l i s t s .
I t  i s  t h e  domination o f  t h e  " o ld "  middle c l a s s ,  t i e d  t o  
a g r a r i a n  i n t e r e s t s ,  even a s  l a t e  as  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y ,  t h a t  s e t  Germany a p a r t  from B r i t a i n  and th e  U .S . ,  
in  which t h e  "new" middle c l a s s  had ga ined  supremacy, and 
which p la c e d  Weimar Germany f a r  c l o s e r  to th e  p o l i t i c a l  
system based  on the  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of many 
contemporary  t h i r d  world n a t i o n s ;  in  t h e s e  l a t t e r  n a t i o n s  
the  c o n f l i c t  between the  o ld  land-owning c l a s s e s  and t h e  
modernis ing  i n d u s t r i a l  c l a s s e s  has not  been f u l l y  r e s o l v e d .  
A r e s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  c o n f l i c t  g e n e r a l l y  e n t a i l s  th e  b reak ing  
up o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  power o f  t h e  o ld  lan d  owning c l a s s .  The 
f a i l u r e  t o  r e s o lv e  the  c o n f l i c t  r e s u l t s  i t  a coerced  
compromise t h a t  canno t  be s u s t a i n e d ;  Organski  r e f e r s  t o  
such a reg ime a s  " s y n c r a t i c , " 2 7 a term which i s  synonymous
26 B u r k e t t ,  P a r t i e s  and E le c t i o n s  i n  West Germany, p. 2h.
27 A. P. K. Organsk i ,  The S tages  of P o l i t i c a l  Development 
(New York: Knopf, 1965).
B a r r in g to n  Hbore, J r . ,  s e e s  t h e  p o l i c y  c h a l l e n g e  of 
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  as amounting t o  u s in g :
a combinat ion  of  economic i n c e n t i v e s  and
p o l i t i c a l  compulsion t o  induce  t h e  pecp le  on 
t h e  l and  t o  improve p r o d u c t i v i t y  and a t  the
same t ime ta k in g  a s u b s t a n t i a l  p a r t  of  th e
s u r p l u s  so g e n e ra te d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  ah i n d u s t r i a l  
s o c i e t y .  Behind t h i s  problem t h e r e  s ta n d s  a 
p o l i t i c a l  one ,  whether  o r  n o t  a c l a s s  o f  people  
has  a r i s e n  i n  the  s o c i e t y  w i th  th e  c a p a c i ty  and 
r o t h l e s s n e s s  to  f o r c e  th ro ug h  th e  changes .
B a r r i n g t c n  floore? J r . ,  S o c i a l  O r ig in s  o f  D i c t a t o r s h i p  and
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
34
with " f a s c i s t . "  In Germany th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  land-owning
groups ----  t h e  Ju n k e rs  and t h e  s m a l l  p e asa n t  fa rm ers  -----
were r e l a t i v e l y  h o s t i l e  t o ,  and p layed  l i t t l e  p a r t  i n ,  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  p ro ce ss  c a r r i e d  out . b j  the  new 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  c l a s s . 28
Net on ly  had th e  German s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  no t  
been " m o d e rn i se d ,"  bu t  t h e  German b o u r g e o i s i e  has t een  s a i d  
to  have undergone a p ro ce ss  o f  " n e o - f e u d a l i s a t i o n "  during  
the  l a s t  two decades  of th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . 29 During 
t h e s e  d e c a d e s ,  a n t i - s e m i t i s m  ga ined  th e  s u p p o r t  of  Bismarck 
and r i g h t  wing l i b e r a l s ,  who o f f i c i a l l y  encouraged i t  in  
o p p o s i t i o n  to  l i b e r a l i s m  and s o c i a l i s m . 30 fo r  the  most
Democracy; Lord and Peasan t  in  t h e  Waking c f  t h e  Modern 
Hc r l d  (Boston;  Beacon, 1966), p. 385.
28 In  19th c e n tu ry  England, t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  and t h e  
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  had formed th e  b a ses  of the l o r y  and 
L i b e r a l  p a r t i e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  In 20th c e c t u r y  England 
th e y  c o a le s c e d  i n t o  one p a r t y  t o  f a c e  the  growing Labour 
P a r t y .  The German p a r t y  founded on much t h e  sane  s o c i a l
c l a s s e s  a s  the  19th c e n tu r y  E n g l i sh  L i b e r a l s  ----- t h e
N a t io n a l  L i b e r a l s  ----  had been d e fe a te d  in  t h e
R e v o lu t io n s  of  1815 and 1848, and had been outmanoeuvred 
by Bismarck,  and d i s a p p e a re d  a f t e r  1914. B u r k e t t ,  
P a r t i e s  and E le c t i o n s  in Best  Germany, p. 24. The "new 
middle c l a s s , "  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h ap te r  I I  o f  the  p r e s e n t  
t h e s i s ,  was t i e d  to  t h e  new e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  c l a s s .
30 Karl  D i e t r i c h  B ra ch e r ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p ;  The 
o r i g i n s .  S t r u c t u r e .  and E f f e c t s  o f _ N a t io r a l  So c ia l i sm  
(New York: P r a e g e r ,  1970) , p .  37 .  Bracher i d e n t i f i e s  a 
range  o f  r i g h t  wing and n a t i o n a l i s t  th o u g h t  c u r r e n t  a t  
t h e  t im e :  r a d i c a l  im p e r i a l i s m ,  s o c i a l  im p e r i a l i s m ,  s o c i a l  
Darwinism, n a t i o n a l  Bomanticism, n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s m ,  as 
w e l l  as  xenophobia .  These id e a s  were n o t  con f ined  to  
Germany and cou ld  be found a c r o s s  Europe,  and even in  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  where t h e s e  found e x p re s s io n  in  "m an i fes t  
d e s t i n y . "  i b i d . .  p .  12.
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p a r t ,  a t  t h e  end of  the  n in e t e e n th  c e n tu r y  and e a r l y  in  t h e  
t w e n t i e t h ,  a n t i - s e m i t i s m  was propaga ted  by a number of  
v o lk i s c h  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s . 31
A ga ins t  t h i s  background ,  and as  a r e s u l t  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e v e n t s  of  1918, t h e  monarchy was ended,  and 
the  Neimar Republic  took i t s  p l a c e .  Unlike t h e  v i c t o r s  of  
the  Buss ian  R evo lu t ion  t h e  year  b e f o r e ,  th e  German S o c ia l  
Democrats and t h e i r  a l l i e s  s e t t l e d  f o r  a l i b e r a l  dem ocra t ic  
c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I t  was e r e c t e d  on weak f o u n d a t io n s :  t h e  young 
German s t a t e  had l i t t l e  l e g i t im a c y ,  s u f f e r i n g  a seemingly  
permanent economic c r i s i s ,  and i t  was embroiled in  
u n reso lved  p o l i t i c a l  t e n s i o n s .  Kith  t h e  system of 
p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  th e s e  t e n s i o n s  acd th e  l a r g e  
number o f  sm a l l  p a r t i e s  added up to  a n e a r  permanent
31 The term ‘ Semit ic*  was in v en ted  by th e  v o lk i s c h  movement 
t o  deno te  an y th ing  J e w ish .  The term ‘v o l ki s c h * has no 
E n g l i sh  e g u i v a l e n t ;  while  i t  l i t e r a l l y  means no f  th e  
R a t ion "  i t  i s  b e s t  un d e rs to o d  a s  denot ing  a combinat ion 
o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  e th n o c e n t r i sm  and rac ism .
32 I f  t h e  l e im a r  Republic  had adopted  a s ingle-member
p l u r a l i t y  system i n s t e a d  o f  a system o f  p r o p o r t i o n a l  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  consequences  f o r  the  p a r l i am e n ta ry  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  th e  NSDAP would probably  have been th e  
f o l l o w in g :  The NSEAP would p robably  not  have held  any
s e a t s  i n  th e  R e ichs tag  b e fo re  1930. In  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  
e l e c t i o n s ,  i n  1932 and 1933, t h e  p a r t y  would probably 
have c a p t u r e d  a l a r g e r  s h a r e  o f  t h e  s e a t s  than  under
p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .
F. A. Bermens a rgu es  t h a t  p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
i n  t h i s  way was conducive  t o  t h e  advance o f  n a t i o n a l  
s o c i a l i s m ,  and t h a t  i t  even c o n t r i b u t e d  to  i t s  r i s e ,  i n
-B£gog£3Si 2£_____ Anarchy? A_Study___ of Proportional
R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  (South Bend: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Notre Dame,
1941) .
Sten s. Nilsson  a t t e m p t s  t o  c a l c u l a t e  th e  outcome of  
t h e  s ingle-member p l u r a l i t y  system i n  t h e  R e ichs tag
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p a r l i a m e n ta r y  c h a o s . 32
At t h e  t i n e  o f  t h e  founding of t h e  Neimar Bepublic  t h e  
Gernan N a t io n a l  P e o p l e ' s  Pac t?  (DNVP) was the  l a r g e s t  
v o lk i s c h  p a r t y .  N a t i o n a l i s t ,  a n t i - s e m i t i c  and
a n t i - C a t h o l i c ,  and r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  o ld  Im pe r ia l  
Germany, i t  mas c o n te n p tu o u s  of t h e  " t r a i t o r * '  l i b e r a l  
p a r t i e s  t h a t  had helped to  e s t a b l i s h  Heimar. These Here 
n a in ly  t h r e e  p a r t i e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  th e  f r a g m e n ta t io n  among th e  
middle c l a s s ;  t h e  German P e o p l e ' s  P a r ty  (DVP), th e  German 
Democrat ic P a t ty  (DDP) and t h e  Economic Pa r ty  {*P)«
As F ig u re  1 d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  the  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s  d ec l in ed  
dur ing  th e  c o u rs e  cf th e  l e im ar  e r a ,  as did t h e  
N a t i o n a l i s t s .  C onven t iona l  academic u nd e rs tan d in g  holds t h e  
N a t iona l  s o c i a l i s t s  t o  have been t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h i s  
s h i f t .
e l e c t i o n  of J u l y  1932, in  " H a h ls o z io lo g is c h e  Prot leme des 
N a t i o n a l s o z i a l i s m u s , "  Z e i t s c h r i f t  f u r  d ie  gesamte 
S t a a t s H i s s e n s c h a f t  110 (1954) ,  pp. 279-311.  He f i n d s  
t h a t  the  NSDAP would have c a p tu r e d  240 of t h e  400 s e a t s ,  
a c l e a r  a b s o l u t e  m a jo r i ty  (p. 283) .  The p a r t y  th u s  would 
have won 60% o f  t h e  s e a t s  frcm t h e i r  39.2% sh a re  o f  th e  
v o te .
In a d d i t i o n  to  th e  e f f e c t  on t h e  NSDAP's p a r l i am e n ta ry  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  single-member p l u r a l i t y  system might 
have a f f e c t e d  th e  growth o f  the  p a r t y .  I f  the  p a r ty  
would have f a i l e d  t o  win s e a t s  i n  t h e  1920s, i t s  
l e g i t im a c y  might have been weaker .  The d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  
o f  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  growth of th e  NSDAP under t h i s  system 
might have a f f e c t e d  t h e  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  new s u p p o r t e r s .  
These e f f e c t s  a re  d i f f i c u l t  t c  e s t i m a t e .
Por a g e n e ra l  d i s c u s s i o n  cf  th e  e f f e c t  o f  e l e c t o r a l  
sys tem s on p o l i t i c a l  outcome, s e e  Haurice Cuverger,  
L ' i n f l u e n c e  des Svstemes e l e c t o r a u x  s u r  l a  v ie  r o l i t j g u e  
( P a r i s ;  C o l in ,  1950).







Hote. P a rtie s ' percentages of to ta l  votes cast in  Reichstag elections
F ig u re  1: P a r ty  v o t e s ,  1920 -  1933
i j
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There  were two C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s .  One o f  t b e i ,  t h e  Centre  
F a r t j  {Zentrum), was t h e  only Heimar P a r ty  to e x h i b i t  a 
s t a b l e  vo te  th roughou t  most of th e  e r a ,  an i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  C a th o l i c  s o l i d a r i t y  and,  a s  w i l l  
become e v id e n t  in  t h e  fo l lo w in g  c h a p t e r s ,  cf  the  l a s t  
o b s t a c l e  t h e  NSDAP faced  in  a t t e m p t in g  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a 
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  The 2entrum was a 
r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  p a r t y  and o f t e n  c o o p e ra te d  with th e  DNVP 
and th e  SPD as  one o f  t h e  govern ing  p a r t i e s . 33 The Zentrum 
enjoyed wide su p p o r t  a c r o s s  s o c i a l  c l a s s  l i n e s .  The o t h e r  
C a th o l i c  p a r t y  was t h e  Bavar ian  People*s  P a r ty  (EVP). This  
was a s e p a r a t i s t  p a r t y ,  a t  l e a s t  when i t  was fcunded a t  t h e  
beg inn ing  of  t h e  Heimar e r a .  There were e ig h t e e n  s e p a r a t i s t  
and r e g i o n a l  p a r t i e s  in  the  e l e c t i o n s  of  1924,34 an 
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a c k  of p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  t h e  
German s t a t e .
A number of  c l e a v a g e s ,  t h e n ,  cou ld  be i d e n t i f i e d  in  
Heimar Germany, whose s e p a r a t i n g  f a c t o r s  weres s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  
r e l i g i o n ,  r e g i o n ,  land ownership s t a t u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  system 
l o y a l t y .  Vith t h e  s t r o n g  p o l a r i s a t i o n  between th e  l e f t  and 
the  r i g h t ,  t h e  Heimar e r a  has been seen  as  t h e  s t a g e  fo r  a 
s t r u g g l e  between t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  and t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  or  
between r e v o l u t i o n  ard  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n .  Assuming t h e  
l a t t e r  r o l e ,  t h e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement responded t o  
p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  many o f  which were mutua l ly
33 B u r k e t t ,  P a r t i e s  and E je c t i o n s  i n  West Germarv. p. 27.
34 H i d . . p .  25.
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c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  and ob ta ined  su p p o r t  of t t e s e  d i v e r s e  
i n t e r e s t s  f a r  more s u c c e s s f u l l y  than  p re v ic u s  v o lk is ch  
g roups .  One f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  s u c c e s s  nay v e i l  
l i e  in  th e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  movement which, in  
c o n t r a s t  to  i t s  v o lk i s c h  p r e d e c e s s o r s ,  a c c o i p l i s h e d  t h e  
dynanic  m o b i l i s a t i o n  c f  t h e  masses. In  so  doing u i t h i n  t h e  
framevork  o f  an e x i s t i n g  d em ocra t ic  sy s tem ,  Nazism p ro v id es  
a primacy example of  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  movement be ing  t h e  
" c h i l d  o f  t h e  age of democracy."
In e s s e n c e ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tu dy  se ek s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  on th e  
b a s i s  o f  o f f i c i a l  e l e c t i o n  r e c o r d s  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o f i l e  of t h e  
N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t .  Tie remaining 
c h a p t e r s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  a re  as f o l l o w s :  C h ap te rs  I I  th rough
V p r e s e n t  a d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  o f  each o f  the Heimar 
B e ic h s tag  e l e c t i o n s ;  Chapter  VI c o n t a i n s  an exam ina t ion  of  
r e g io n a l i s m  in Heimar Germany; C hapte r  VII p r e s e n t s  an 
overview o f  th e  Nazi movement from 1924 t o  1933; and Chapter  
VIII  p r o v id e s  con c lu d in g  remarks.
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The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  German fiorkers* P a r ty  {NSCAP) was 
founded in  1920 am ids t  t h e  co n fu s io n  amongst the  r i g h t  wing 
p a r t i e s  t h a t  had fo l lowed the  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  monarchy two 
y ears  e a r l i e r .  Throughout the  Eismarck e r a ,  and u n t i l  t h e  
end c f  th e  Second fieich in  1916, t h e  l a r g e s t  r i g h t  wing 
p a r ty  had been th e  German C o n se rv a t iv e  P a r ty  
(D eu tschkonserva t iven  E a r t e i ,  DKP) .  I t  was ne t  a v o lk is ch  
p a r t y .  I t  had been th e  p c l i t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  th e  P ru s s ian  
n o b i l i t y 35 with which th e  n o b i l i t y  m ain ta ined  t h e i r  
supremacy o ve r  th e  fa rm ers  and farmworkers whc were growing 
ever  more in d epend en t  a s  th e  r e s u l t  of  the  t o d e r n i s a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  growing i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  had w r o u g h t .36 The 
C o n se rv a t iv e  Par ty  l e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a c a i n s t  t h i s  
d e m o c r a t i s a t i o n  of  t h e  monarchy.
35 Grebing ,  G esch ich te  de r  d eu tschen  P a r t e i e n .  pp. 64, 71.
Under t h e  "Three C la s se s  E le c t i o n  Law” t t o s e  who paid  
t h e  h i g h e s t  t a x e s  had th e  most v o t e s ,  i b i d . p. 73.
36 I b i d . p .  71.  Oddly, Grebing on ly  speaks o f  the  fa rm ers  
and farmworkers a s  having become s o c i a l l y  and 
e co no m ica l ly  more independen t  w i th  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  
" d e m o c ra t i c  em anc ipa t ion  movement" and i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n .  
T h is  must a l s o  have been t r u e  of th e  i n d u s t r i a l  workers .
-  40 -
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As K a ise r  Vilhelm I I  f l e d  t c  Holland the  C o n se rv a t iv e  
F a r t ;  t r i e d  t o  u n i t e  th e  s p l i t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  f o r c e s  i n t o  one 
p a r t y .  The r e s u l t  was the  German N a t ion a l  P e o p l e ' s  Pa r ty  
(D e u ts c h n a t ic n a le  V o lk s p a r t e i ,  DNVP).37
Two f a c t i o n s  soon emerged w i th in  the  new p a r ty :  One
f a c t i o n ,  compris ing  the  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  and P r o t e s t a n t  
N a t i o n a l i s t  wings of  th e  C h r i s t i a n  t r a d e  u n io n s ,  wished th e  
p a r t y  would pursue  th e  l a w fu l  r o u t e  towards a t t a i n i n g  i t s  
goal  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  monarchy. The o th e r  f a c t i o n ,  th e  
German v o lk i s c h  g roup ing ,  advocated  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  c f  t h e  
r e p u b l i c  by any means p o s s i b l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  murder; 
t h i s  wing was im p l i c a te d  in  th e  Kapp pu tsch  o f  March 1920. 
Vhile  t h e  German v o l k i s c h f a c t i o n  succeeded in  having th e  
p a r t y  i n c l u d e  a n t i s e m i t i c  f o r m u la t i o n s  i n  the  p a r ty  
programme of  1920, t h e i r  f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  to  r a d i c a l i s e  t h e  
p a r ty  only l ed  to  a s p l i t  in  t h e  DNVP in  October 1922-
The German v o l k i s c h f a c t i o n  founded the  German v o lk is ch  
Freedom P a r ty  JDVFP),  scon renamed t h e  N a t io na l  S o c i a l i s t  
Freedom P a r ty  |[NSFP) , l a t e r  t h e  n o r t h  German wing of Adolf 
H i t l e r ' s  NSDAP-3® H i t l e r  jo in ed  the  v o lk i s c h  German Vorkers 
P a r ty  (DAP) the  year i t  was founded,  i n  1919- Ihe fo l low ing  
year  he was th e  d r iv in g  f o r c e  behind t h e  p a r t y ’ s change of
37 The C o n s e rv a t iv e s  merged with members o f  t h e  German Beich 
P a r t y ,  th e  C h r i s t i a n  S o c ia l  P a r t y ,  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  and 
N a t i o n a l i s t  wing o f  th e  C h r i s t i a n  u n io n s ,  t h e  a n t i s e m i t i c  
G e raa n -V o lk is ch ,  and th e  r i g h t  wing o f  the  Nat iona l  
l i b e r a l s ,  i b i d . p .  74.
38 I b i d . .  p .  76.
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name to  t h e  NSDAP and i t s  launch o f  t h e  " 2 5 - p o in t"  
programme.30
The p r e s e n t  s tudy  has so f a r  noted t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
h i s t o r y  in  which t h e  NSDAP emerged. Before t u r n in g  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n s  i n  which N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  
c a n d i d a t e s  s t o o d ,  the  economic c o n d i t i o n s  ard  p o l i t i c a l  
e v e n t s  t h a t  formed t h e i r  immediate  background w i l l  be 
examined, s i n c e  t h e s e  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  s h o r t  term s t i m u l i  f o r  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  behav iou r  o f  t h e  v c t e r s .
The Russ ian  D evolu t ion  of  1917 had a g r e a t  impact  on t h e  
p a r t i e s  o f  th e  l e f t  in Germany. Under i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  
Germany had n e a r l y  s ta g ed  th e  w o r l d ' s  second bo lshev ik  
r e v o l u t i o n .  Yet t h e  November 1918 e v e n t s  i n  Germany became 
a menshevik t r iu m p h 40 and spawned th e  Weimar c o n s t i t u t i o n  
which was a c c ep ted  by a N a t iona l  Assembly on 31 Ju ly  1919. 
There was c o n s i d e r a b l e  and im p la ca b le  o p p o s i t i c r  t o  i t ,  f o r
30 B ra c h e r ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p , p. 84.
40 With t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  " d ua l  power" i n  November 1918, 
w i th ,  on the  one hand,  r e v o l u t io n a r y  workers '  and 
s o l d i e r s *  c o u n c i l s  (or s o v i e t s )  and, on t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  
o ld  p a r l i a m e n t ,  developed under the  monarchy and y e t  to  
be reformed to  accommodate th e  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  working 
c l a s s  and new middle c l a s s ,  t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats chose  to  
su p p o r t  t h e  l a t t e r .  Those S o c i a l  Democrats who suppor ted  
t h e  former  c h o ic e  had formed two f r a c t i o n s  i n s i d e  t h e  
SPD. One o f  t h e s e  was i l l e g a l l y  e x p e l l e d  from th e  p a r ty  
i n  1917. I t  enjoyed widespread s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  workers '  
and s o l d i e r s *  c o u n c i l s .  Cnee o u t s i d e  th e  SPD, t h e  
g roup ing  formed th e  Independent  S o c ia l  Demccra t ic  P a r ty  
( DSPD). I t s  membership in c lu d ed  Karl  Kautsky. Bichard 
N. Hunt,  German s o c i a l  Democracy 1918-1933 {New Haven: 
Yale U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  1964),  p. 194. The o t h e r  f r a c t i o n  
was known as t h e  S p a r t a c i s t  l e a g u e ,  and had inc luded  Bosa 
Luxemburg and Karl  L ie b k n e c h t .  I t  l e f t  the  p a r ty  30 
December 1918 t o  form the  Communist P a r ty  (KID). i b i d . . 
p .  197.
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the  Dost p a r t  from th e  p a r t i e s  of  t h e  r i g h t ,  t u t  a l s o  from 
the l e f t  wing o f  t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats.
The s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  V e r s a i l l e s  t r e a t y  had i n f u r i a t e d  many 
r i g h t  wing o f f i c e r s . 41 Bight  wing d i s c o n t e r t  found i t s  
o u t l e t  in  p l o t s  around th e  c o u n try  mostly  c a r r i e d  out  by 
m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s .  In March 1920 came th e  Kapp p u t s c h ,  a 
r i g h t  wing army coup,  which provoked th e  "Bed Ruhr Army;" 
thousands  o f  workers  armed them se lves  and to c k  over  l a r g e
a r e a s  of  th e  Buhr. The workers on ly  put  down t h e i r  arms
a f t e r  t h e  governm ent ,  i n  th e  B i e l e f e l d  Agreement, p ledged t o  
d isarm and punish  the  r i g h t  wing army p l o t t e r s .  They 
demanded g u a ra n t e e s  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  m i l i t a r i s t  coups,  
something t h a t  S o c i a l  Democratic l e a d e r s  lad  premised 
r e p e a t e d ly  be fo re  and a f t e r  1918. The B i e l e f e l d  Agreement 
was never  implemented .
While many workers  su r r e n d e re d  t h e i r  arms, army and Free 
Corps u n i t s  were s e n t  i n t o  th e  Buhr, and even i n t o  t h e  
d e m i l i t a r i s e d  zone in  d e f i a n c e  of the  V e r s a i l l e s  t r e a t y ,  
k i l l i n g  many workers and p r i s o n e r s .  The S p a r t a c i s t s
demanded t h a t  t h e  army be r e p l a c e d  by a workers* guard .
P r e s i d e n t  Eber t  y i e l d e d  to  t h i s ,  a s  well  as to  t h e  demand 
fo r  th e  i n c l u s i o n  of  s o c i a l i s t s  in  t h e  c a b i n e t .  These s h o r t  
l i v e d  c o n c e s s io n s  were made under  what were s t i l l  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n d i t i o n s .  S o v ie t  r u l e  was p rocla imed in
41 David C h i l d s ,  Germany s in c e  1918.  (Hew York; S t .  M a r t i n ' s  
P r e s s ,  1980) ,  p .  20.
42 Mew York Times.  23 March 1920, p .  2s2;  S o v ie t  r u l e  was 
proc la im ed  i n  E ssen .  Hew York Times. 21 March 1920, p.
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Dany l a r g e  c i t i e s  in t h e  Buhr d i s t r i c t 42 fo l low ing  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r i k e s  i n  e le v en  l a r g e  c i t i e s - 43 There were 
a l s o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b a t t l e s  e lsewhere  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y - 44
E x t r a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o r c e s  on both th e  l e f t  and th e  r i g h t ,  
t h e n ,  were m o b i l i sed  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s io n s  in  the  decade 
a f t e r  t h e  November B e v o lu t i c n ,  and formed ev id e n ce  of  t h e  
u n s t a b le  p o l i t i c a l  f o u n d a t io n s  upon which t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
had been e r e c t e d .  On 26 March 1920 th e  "Weimar C o a l i t i o n "  
was r e c o n s t i t u t e d  with Hermann Muller o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  S o c ia l  
Democrats a s  C h a n c e l lo r  and w i th  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  th e  
Zentrum and t h e  Democratic  P a r ty .  m  C h i l d s '  view, had 
M u l l e r ' s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  S o c ia l  Democrat P r e s i d e n t  E b e r t ,  taken  
th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them im m edia te ly  a f t e r  th e  Kapp 
Pu tsch  th ey  might have se cu red  t h e  d em ocra t ic  s o c i a l i s t  
r e p u b l i c  and en joyed  t h e  su pp o r t  of  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  
peo p le .  I n s t e a d ,  by t o l e r a t i n g  r i g h t  wing p l o t t e r s  and 
co n n iv in g  i n  t h e  a t t a c k s  on the workers who had defended t h e  
r e p u b l i c  t h e y  a l i e n a t e d  much of the  su p p o r t  they had 
commanded a t  th e  t im e o f  th e  November r e v o l u t i o n . 45 As a 
consequence of t h i s  the  l e f t  of  t h e  Independen t  S o c ia l
2 :2 ;  Workers r o s e  in th e  c i t i e s  of  t h e  Buhr d i s t r i c t  and 
s e i z e d  c o n t r o l .  New York Times. 16 March 192C, p .  1 :7 .
43 New,York-Tines. 11 January  1920, p. 1 :5 .
44 E . g . ,  i n  B e r l i n ,  where S p a r t a c i s t s  a t t a c k e d  t r o o p s  and 
b a r r i c a d e d  s t r e e t s .  New York T in e s . 18 March 1920, p. 
1 :8 ;  in  Coburg th e  army had b a t t l e d  S p a r t a c i s t s ,  New York 
Times. 25 March 1920, p. 2 :8 ;  Bavar ians  went t o  c rush  t h e  
Coburg r e v c l t .  New York T in e s .  25 March 1920, p. 2 :7 .
45 C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p.  21.
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Democrats jo in e d  the  Communist P a r ty .
The e l e c t i o n  outcome of  June 1920 d e p ic te d  a p o l a r i s a t i o n  
.between l e f t  and r i g h t  with the d e c l i n e  o f  the  Biddle  
p a r t i e s .  In  1921 and 1922 t h e r e  were rumours of  coups and 
p o l i t i c a l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  (E rz b e r a e r ,  a s i g n a t o r y  t o  th e
A rm is t ice  Agreement, and Bathenau,  th e  Jewish  fo r e ig n
m i n i s t e r ,  were both  murdered).  In  October 1923 came a
communist r e v o l t  in  Hamburg, a l though  i t  was soon c rushed  by 
the  marines and th e  p o l i c e . 46 T h is  was fo l low ed  by th e
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l e f t  government and th e  KPD governments of  
Saxony and Thur ing ia  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  power t o  w o rk e rs '  and
s o l d i e r s '  c o u n c i l s  while forming workers* m i l i t i a s . 47
Again, t h e  Beichswehr went i n , 4* broke  up t h e  m i l i t i a s  and 
a r r e s t e d  t h e  governments .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  fo rm idab le  p o l i t i c a l  p r o b l e i s ,  economic 
problems were t u r n i n g  more s e r i o u s .  To some e x t e n t  t h e
economy s u f f e r e d  as a consequence o f  the  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s ;
the  peace te rm s ,  t h e  Kapp p u t sc h ,  coups and rumours of  
coups ,  a l l  reduced c o n f id e n ce  in  t h e  c u r r e n c y .  I n f l a t i o n
ensued.  In  1919, 14 marks exchanged a t  one US d o l l a r .  By 
November 1923, th e  r a t e  was 4 ,200 ,000  m i l l i o n  marks to the
46 Bew-Iork l i n e s . 25 October  1923, p.  2 : 5 .
47 Hew Yorfr T in e s . 9 October 1923, p .  2 :3 .
48 Hew_. lock T i n e s . 23 October 1923, p. 11 :6 ,7 .  in  
T h u r in g i a ,  the  army was jo in e d  by r i g h t  wing groups ,  
i n c l u d i n g  H i t l e r ' s  s to rm  t r o o p s .  New Yo rk Times. 1 
November 1923, p. 3 : 5 ,  21 :3 .
46 C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n ce 1918.  p. 29.
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d o l l a r . * 9 The i n f l a t i o n  wiped cu t  the  n o n - p r c p e r ty  a s s e t s  
of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  such as p r i v a t e  s a v in g s  a c c c u n t s .  This 
o u s t  have h u r t  t h e  n o n -p rop er ty  owning lower Biddle  c l a s s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  ha rd  and c a r r i e d  meaningful  p o l i t i c a l  
conseguences .
The y e a r s  1924 t o  1929 were unusual  even f c r  t h e  Heimar 
r e p u b l i c ;  between the  d e l i v e r a n c e  f r o n  i n f l a t i o n  and th e  
beg inn ing  c f  th e  world economic c r i s i s  f e l l  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  
r e l a t i v e  economic and even p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y .  The 
economic up tu rn  accompanied a r e s t r u c t u r i n g  cf  i n d u s t r y ,  
a l th ou g h  t h e  l e v e l  o f  unemployment remained h ig h .
The government imposed a c r e d i t  f r e e z e  in A pr i l  1924 and 
the  Dawes Plan brought  f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i s a t i o n .  Onder t h i s  
p lan  t h e  government was extended a loan  o f  800 m i l l io n  gold 
marks and given annual  payments o f  r e p a r a t i o n s  in  amounts 
t h a t  were w i th in  the  Belch* s c a p a c i ty  to  pay. These 
economic measures  i n i t i a t e d  a p e r io d  o f  unprecedented  growth 
in  Germany: between 1923 and 1928 t o t a l  i n d u s t r i a l
p roduc t ion  n e a r ly  doubled ,  *<> Germany’ s  s h a r e  of  world 
p roduc t ion  grew from e i g h t  p e rc e n t  i n  1923 to  tmelve p e rc e n t  
in  1928,*i  and e x p o r t s  doubled between 1923 and 1929.** 
Hhile  t h e  Dawes Elan was probably  viewed by most Germans as  
having made p o s s i b l e  the  economic boom l a s t i n g  u n t i l  1929,
C a r l  T. Schmidt ,  Germ an,Business  C yc les .  1j24rJ933 (New
York: N a t io n a l  Bureau o f  Economic fiesearch* 1934), p.
180.
C h i ld s ,  Germany s in c e  1918. p .  30.
** Schmidt ,  German Business  C y c le s , p. 237.
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i t  a l s o  drew t h e  h o s t i l i t y  of e s p e c i a l l y  the  l i g h t  who sav  
in  t h i s  a p a r t i a l  f u r t h e r  s u r r e n d e r  o f  German s o v e r e i g n t y :  
under t h e  p l a n  t h e  government conceded t h e  r a i l w a y s  and t h e  
Beichsbank t c  f o r e i g n  c o n t r o l . 53
From hav ing  examined t h e  t u r b u l e n t  immediate background 
of t h e  economic and p o l i t i c a l  developments ,  a t t e n t i o n  can 
now be d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  f i r s t  f ie ichs tag  e l e c t i o n s  i n  which 
the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  in  Nay and December 
1924, and Bay 1928. As t h e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t s  p re s e n te d  
them se lves  as a workers* p a r t y ,  i t  a p p ea rs  a p p r o p r i a t e  to  
begin  t h e  exam ina t ion  by lo o k in g  a t  t h e  v o te s  of  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  workers .
2*1 iks-lsitiflfl-Slass
During th e  Beimar e r a ,  the  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  workers 
improved s l i g h t l y  i n  the  o id -1 9 2 0 s ,  except  f o r  th o se  who 
were unemployed. lh e  German economy underwent a r e c e s s i o n  
u n t i l  1924, as wel l  as s u p e r i n f l a t i c n .  Durinc most of th e  
i n f l a t i o n  p e r io d  unemployment was r e l a t i v e l y  s l i g h t  and only 
in 1923 was i t  s e v e r e . *♦ The p e r i o d s  of  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v i v a l ,  
1924-25 and 1927-28,  were accompanied by in c r e a s e d  
employment. However, a wide unde r ly in g  s t r a tu m  of 
unemployment p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  Beimar y e a r s ,  even 
du r ing  p e r i c d s  o f  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y . 55 For i n s t a n c e ,  in
53 C h i ld s ,  Germany s in c e  1918. p. 30.  
ss I b i d . .  p .  107.
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1925, a y e a r  o f  r e v i v a l ,  unemployment *as  s t i l l  n ine 
p e r c e n t .  Vhile  i n d u s t r i a l  p ro d u c t io n  ro se  from 19 24 to  
1928, j o b l e s s n e s s  a c t u a l l y  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d , 56 much because  
of t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of  th e  i n d u s t r y  vhich Dade thousands  of 
workers  r e d u n d a n t .  Gross wages a p p ro x im a te ly  doubled 
be tveen  t h e  r e o r g a n i s a t i c n  o f  the  cu r rency  in 1924 and 
1928 .57 But n o t  u n t i l  1928 d id  w o rke rs '  r e a l  wages r each  
the  prewar l e v e l . 58
The s lo w ly  improving c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  employed workers were 
not  a l t o g e t h e r  p r o p i t i o u s  f o r  a p r o t e s t  movement t r y i n g  to  
a t t r a c t  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  g roup .  How, t b e n ,  d id  t h e  
N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t s  f a r e  with the  workers? Table 1 can 
answer t h i s  q u e s t i o n ;  i t  p r e s e n t s  t h e  Pearson  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  between the  vo tes  f o r  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s 59
96 I k i d -
57 Schmidt, German B us iness  C yc les .  1924-1933. p. 215.
58 C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n ce 1918. p .  31 .
59 S ince  t h e  NSDAP had been banned on 23 November 1923 some 
of i t s  c a n d i d a t e s  jo ined  DVFE c a n d i d a t e s  in  a v o lk i s c h  
b lo c  f o r  th e  f i e ich s tag  e l e c t i o n  i n  Hay 1924. The b loc  was 
named th e  German P e c p l e ' s  Freedom P a r ty  (DVFE). The b loc  
was s u c c e s s f u l ,  c a p t u r i n g  1% of  t h e  v o te s .
The H i t l e r  grouping c r e a t e d  a number c f  s u b s t i t u t e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in  p a r r y i n g  i t s  ban;  fo r  t i e  B e ichs tag  
e l e c t i o n  in  December 1924 they e n te r e d  the  N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  Freedom Movement (NSFB) which in c lu d e d  
Ludendorff  who had tak e n  p a r t  i n  t h e  Beer Ba l l  p u t s c h .
Brock haus______E nzyk lopaed ie . 1971 e<2., s .  v.
" N a t i o n a l s o z i a l i s m u s . ”
The NSDAP was re founded  on 27 February  1925. V a l te r
H ofe r ,  e d . ,  J)e r_N a t i o n a l s o z l a j i s j ^  Dokuaente 1933^1945
( F r a n k f u r t :  F i s c h e r  B u c h e re i ,  1957), p. 368.
The p r e s e n t  s tudy  examines t h e  v o t e s  o f  the  DVPP i n
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and th e  w orke rs .  In  o rd e r  t o  p rov ide  a comparison between 
the  perfo rm ances  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  and the  p a r t i e s  
on t h e  l e f t  in  t h e  p o l a r i s e d  Heimar p o l i t i c a l  env ironm ent ,  
c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  Communist P a r t ;  (KPD) and 
th e  S o c i a l  Democratic  P a r ty  (SPD) with a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  
groups w i l l  he p re sen ted  th roughou t  the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y .  For 
a s i m i l a r  r e a s o n ,  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between the  Centre  P a r ty  
(Zentrum -  ZP) and a l l  groups w i l l  a l s o  be r e p o r t e d ;  t h e  
Zentrum v o t e s  r e p r e s e n t  almost  e x c l u s i v e l y  C a t t c l i c  v o t e r s .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h i s  t a b l e ,  as well  a s  subsequen t  t a b l e s  in  
C h a p te r s  I I  through V, p rov ide  c o r r e l a t i o n  va lues  between 
the  change i n  t h e  vote  frcm one e l e c t i c n  to t h e  next  ( i . e . ,  
e i t h e r  an i n c r e a s e  or  a d e c re a se  in  th e  pa r ty  vote) and th e  
d i f f e r e n t  s u p p o r t  g r o u p s . 60
Hay 1924 and the  NSFE i n  December 1924. The Pearson 
c o e f f i c i e n t  of th e  NSFB with  th e  NSDAP in th e  1928 
e l e c t i o n  i s  . 5 2 ,  a f a r  s t r o n g e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h e  
NSDAP th a n  any o t h e r  p a r t i e s .  For th e  DVFE in  Hay 1924
with t h e  NSFB in  December 1924 was a c o e f f i c i e n t  of . 8 6 ,
a g a in  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r i g h t i s t  p a r t i e s  
from th e  two e l e c t i o n s .
Before  Hay 1924 t h e r e  was d i s u n i t y  w i th in  th e  
H i t l e r - S t r a s s e r  grouping on whether the  pa r ty  should  
c o l l a b o r a t e  with t h e  v o lk i s c h  p a r t y .  H i t l e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  
had been ambiguous. Ahead of t h e  December e l e c t i o n  t h e
NSDAP and th e  DVFP met to  d i s c u s s  a merger i r t o  th e  NSFP.
H i t l e r ' s  a t t i t u d e  was aga in  eq u iv o c a l  and l c c a l  branches 
o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  d id  not merge everywhere.  Bax B. Kele ,  
Nazis and Norkers;  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  Appeals t o  German 
La b o r .  1919-1933 (Chapel H i l l :  U n iv e r s i ty  c f  North
C a r o l i n a  P r e s s ,  1972),  p. 74.
6 0  s e e  "Data Hanagement," Appendix B.
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Before  examining the  c o n t e n t s  of  Table 1, the  use  and 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  w i l l  be 
e x p la in e d  b r i e f l y .  A c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  e x p re s s e s  t h e  
e x t e n t  o f  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between two v a r i a b l e s ,  such a s ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  the  8SDAF vote  (a dependent v a r i a b l e )  and th e  
workers {an independen t  v a r i a b l e ) .  A p e r f e c t  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  
one i n  which a change in  t h e  va lue  of one v a r i a b l e  i s  
a s s o c i a t e d  with a p r e c i s e l y  s p e c i f i a b l e  change in  th e  v a lu e  
of t h e  o t h e r ,  y i e l d i n g  a c o r r e l a t i o n  of 1.00. I f  t h e r e  were 
no r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l  between the  two v a r i a b l e s ,  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  would be z e r o .  C o r r e l a t i o n s  may be e i t h e r  
p o s i t i v e  { in c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  v a lue  o f  one a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  with 
i n c r e a s e s  i n  th e  value  o f  th e  o th e r )  o r  n e g a t iv e  { in c re a se s  
in  t h e  v a lu e  o f  one a re  a s s o c i a t e d  with d e c re a se s  in  th e  
va lue  o f  t h e  o t h e r ) .
The p r e s e n t  s tudy  i s  one o f  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  which 
means t h a t  a g g r e g a t e ,  r a t h e r  than  i n d i v i d u a l ,  d a ta  a r e  
examined. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h i s  s tudy  r e l i e s  on th e  
demographic i n fo rm a t io n  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e  German census  of 
1925. The term s "working c l a s s "  and " w o rk e rs ,"  when used in  
the  a n a l y s i s  of d a t a ,  r e f e r  t o  the  p ro p o r t io n  c f  i n d u s t r i a l  
workers in  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n . * 1 In  Germany, i n d u s t r i a l  workers 
and t h e i r  dependen ts  accounted  f o r  3 6 .6X of  t h e  p o p u la t io n .  
The p r o p o r t io n  o f  the p o p u la t io n s  o f  the  Kreise  t h a t  
belonged t o  t h i s  demographic group v a r ie d  from one Kre is  t o
*4 For o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  used in t h i s  s t u d y ,  see  "Data
Management," Appendix E.
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a n o t h e r ,  a s  d id  t h e  p r o p o r t io n s  of  the  o th e r  demographic 
groups i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  Table 1 examines t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
between th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  p a r ty  vo te  in  t t e  K re ise  and 
th e  p e rc e n ta g e  of  workers o f  t h e  K re is e . A p o s i t i v e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t ,  such as  t h o s e  o f  t h e  KPC and t h e  
SPD in  Table 1, i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  h igher  the  p e rc en ta g e  of  
t h e  v o te s  of  t h e s e  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  h ig h e r  the  p ro p o r t io n  of 
workers  in  the  K r e i s e .  The h ig h e r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n  va lue  
t h a t  i s  r e p o r t e d ,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  
dependent  and in d ep en den t  v a r i a b l e s  i n v o lv e d .  The 
c o e f f i c i e n t  va lue  o f  .62 in  Table  1 i n d i c a t e s  a s t r o n g  
p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  KPD's vo te  o f  Hay 1924 and 
th e  p r o p o r t io n  of workers i n  th e  p o p u la t i o n .  This  nay be 
i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  KPD had s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  from 
th e  working c l a s s  in  Bay 1924.
The c o e f f i c i e n t  v a lu e s  o f  t h e  NSDAP v o te s  i n  1924 a r e  a l l  
n e g a t i v e .  This  means t h a t ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  h ig h e r  t h e  
p e rc e n ta g e  of  th e  NSDAP v o te  in  a K r e i s . t h e  lower t h e  
p r o p o r t io n  of  w orke rs .
C h a n g e- in -v o te  v a r i a b l e s  were computed. These a r e  u s e f u l  
in  f o c u s s i n g  on th o s e  demographic groups t h a t  were prominent 
in  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  NSDAP v o te  i n c r e a s e s  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
as w e l l  as  in  i d e n t i f y i n g  th o s e  groups t h a t  e x h i b i t e d  
changes  in  vo t in g  behav iour  i n  g e n e r a l .  P e rcen tag e  of p a r ty  
vo te  in  e l e c t i o n  T* was de duc ted  from p e rc en ta g e  of p a r ty  
vote  in  e l e c t i o n  Tz to  form the  tew v a r i a b l e s .  For example,
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
52
Table  1: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and working
c l a s s ,  1950-1928
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
of  vo te  1920/2$ th rough 1924/28,  and 
p e rc en ta g e  vo te  1920 th rough  1928 cf  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with pe rcen tage  
working c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
June  1920 e l e c t i o n — .2 5 .5 7 - . 0 2
Xchange 1920/24 — . 60 - . 4 3 .01
May 1924 e l e c t i o n 0 •1 . 6 2 .4 4 - . 0 3
Xchange 1924/24 .01 - . 3 8 .2 7 .  12
December 1924 e l e c ' n - . 0 7 .5 7 . 4 7 - . 0 2
^change 1924/28 .11 . 14 .05 - . 2 4
Hay 1928 e l e c t i o n .03 .57 . 4 5 - . 2 0
| Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in t h e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
j c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1026 < N < 1061. j
j
" p e r c e n ta g e  change 1924/24" in Table  1 r e f e r s  to  t t e  change 
in  a p a r t y ' s  vo te  from th e  e l e c t i o n  of Hay 1924 t o  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  of  December 1924. The NSDAP*s v o te -change  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  Table 1 a r e  n e g a t i v e .  The p a r t y ' s  sh a re  of  
the  v o tes  had d e c l in e d  i n  both  December 1924 and 1928. 
T h e re fo re ,  the  n e g a t iv e  v o te -chan g e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  
p a r ty  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  g r e a t e r  t h e  change in  the  vote  
( i . e . ,  d e c r e a s e ) ,  the  s m a l l e r  t h e  p r o p o r t io n  of workers^ 
This  s u g g e s t s  th e  f o l lo w in g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  change in
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the  NSDAP's vo te  from Pay to  December 1924: p r o p o r t i o n a l l y ,
the  p a r t y ' s  l o s s  of workers* su p p o r t  was s m a l l e r  th an  i t s  
l o s s  of o v e r a l l  s u p p o r t .  In r e l a t i v e  t e r m s ,  am ids t  th e  
NSDAP's e l e c t o r a l  s e tb ac k  o f  1928, w orkers '  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
p a r ty  " im p ro v e d ,” i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o r t io n  of  
workers  s u p p o r t i n g  th e  p a r t y  was h ig h e r  i n  1928 than  in  th e  
p rec ed in g  e l e c t i o n .  The p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  
f o r  t h e  NSCAE's 1928 vote  with  th e  working c l a s s  conf i rm s 
t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The December 1924 NSDAP vote with th e  
working c l a s s  had y ie ld e d  a n e g a t iv e  v a lu e .
The KPD in c r e a s e d  i t s  s h a r e  of the  v o te s  from Nay to  
December 1924. The p a r t y ' s  p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t  of .60  f o r  
the  c o r r e l a t i o n  between i t s  change in  the  vote and th e  
working c l a s s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  g r e a t e r  t h e  KPE vote  change 
( i n c r e a s e ) ,  the  l a r g e r  the  p r o p o r t io n  o f  workers  i n  the  
K r e i s e . The w orke rs ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  appear  to  have c o n t r i b u t e d  
h e a v i ly  to  t h e  p a r t y ' s  vo te  i n c r e a s e  in  Hay 1924.
Table  1 r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  had weak 
s u p p o r t  among th e  workers ;  on ly  i t s  1928 v o te  produced a 
p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h e  w orkers .  In  c o n t r a s t  bc th  of 
the  p a r t i e s  of the  l e f t  en joyed s o l i d  backicg  from t h i s  
group .  However, t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  performed b e t t e r  
with t h e  working c l a s s  th an  th e  v o lk i s c h  DNVP in  1920, who 
had a s t r o n g e r  n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t ,  namely - . 2 2 .  This  may 
be a t t r i b u t e d  t c  th e  p resence  o f  t h e  " l e f t ” f a c t i o n  in  t h e  
NSDAP ( r e p r e s e n te d  by Gregor and Otto  S t r a s s e r ,  and
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Rosenberg) t h a t  had an o r i e n t a t i o n  toward the  r e c r u i t m e n t  of 
working c l a s s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  and whose propaganda vocabulary  
even resem bled  t h a t  o f  t h e  " r e a l "  l e f t ,  t h e  Communists. The 
NSDAP " l e f t "  were opposed to  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  with the  DVFP 
because  th e  l a t t e r  had a bad r e p u t a t i o n  among w o r k e r s ,62 an 
assessment  confirmed by the  c o e f f i c i e n t s  i n  the  t a b l e .  
Nhile th e  DVFP had acknowledged most of  t h e  NStAP programme 
upon e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  Freedom P a r t y , 63 th e  
German v o l k i s c h propaganda seemed to  ig n o re  the  workers 
while aiming a t  t h e  p e a s a n t r y . 66
The c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  r e v e a l  weak s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  among th e  workers .  He can ob ta in  
f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t io n  about th e  composit ion  of  Nat iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  su p p o r t  by b reak in g  down the  movement's vote 
acco rd ing  to  d e n s i ty  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
workers . This has been accomplished with Table 2- Again, 
as with  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  d a ta  i n  T ab le  1, the  two 
p a r t i e s  of t h e  l e f t  and the  Zentrum p a r ty  have been inc luded  
fo r  com par ison ,  as has t h e  change i n  vote  between 
e l e c t i o n s . 63
63 Joseph  H. Dixon, "Gregor S t r a s s e r  and t h e  O r g a n iz a t io n  of 
t h e  Nazi p a r t y ,  1925-1933,"  Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  S tan fo rd  
U n iv e r s i ty *  1966, i n  Kele ,  Na z i s  and Workers ,  p .  75.
64 I t i d . .  P- 77.
65 s ee "Data  Management," Appendix B.
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Ta b le  2 : Par ty  vo te  v s .  working c l a s s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s
1920-1928
Breakdown, p e rc en ta g e  change o f  v o te  
1920/2*1 th rough 1924/28, and 
p e rc en ta g e  vo te  1920 through 1928 c f  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with p e rc en ta g e  
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0.0-20% 21.89 -1 0 .5 5 11. 15 3.31 14. 45 2.80 17. 25
20. 1-30 26.79 - 1 1 .8 9 14. 48 4.06 18.54 3.65 22. 19
30 .1-40 32-61 -13 .2 2 18.96 4.65 23-65 3.90 27.32
40. 1-50 40.05 -1 5 .9 6 23.34 5.31 29.65 3.81 3 2.32
50. 1-60 43.52 -1 8 .2 7 24. 18 5 .67 29.85 3.45 33.51
60 .1 -80 46.64 -2 1 .8 0 23.84 6.02 29.86 3-52 33. 11
ETA .570 .418 .466 .277 .490 .  106 .470
IN= 1027) 11026) {1054) (1053) {1054) {1049) {1060)
ZP
June change Hay change D ec ' r change Hay
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
I Mean 14.11 -0 .0 5 13.76 0.34 14- 11 5.53 19.62
| 0.0-20% 12.44 0-21 12.54 - 0 .2 2 12.32 12-05 24.37
| 20 .1-30 15.95 - 0 .4 4 15.39 0.31 15.70 e.09 23.79
| 30 .1-40 16.08 -0 .0 6 15.72 0.48 16. 19 5.46 21.58
| 40 .1-50 13.37 0. 12 13. 16 0 .47 13.63 1.99 15.63
| 50 .1-60 12.90 0. 11 12.33 0.64 12-97 C.90 13.66
| 60 .1-80 11.81 - 0 .  13 11.29 0.6  8 11.97 -  C. 54 11.96
| ETA .071 .069 .072 .139 .071 .243 .2081 9t 4N=1027) 11027) {1055) {1055) {1055) {1051) {1061)
Note. P e rc e n ta g e s  of p a r ty  v o te s  a t  v a r io u s  d e n s i t i e s  |
of  working c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n .  E . g . ,  i n  Hay 1924, th e  |
NSDAP o b ta in e d  6.76% o f  t h e  v o tes  i n  a re a s  i c  which j
between 50.1* and 60% of th e  p o p u la t io n  belonged to  |
the  working c l a s s .  |
i----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- j
The d a t a  in  Table 2 dem ons tra te  t h a t  in  Hay 1924 th e  
NSDAP o b ta in e d  6.8% of  t h e  vote  i n  a r e a s  i n  which between 
60% and 100% o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were working c l a s s .  This  
was below th e  p a r t y ' s  7.71% sh a re  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  v o t e .  The 
low ETA va lue  of  .009 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  vote and th e  
working c l a s s .  In  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  performance cf  t h e  NSDAP,
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the  Ccmmunist P a r t y ,  which o b t a in e d  about  th e  same s h a r e  o£ 
the  v o te s  i n  Hay 192*1 as th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  en joyed a 
l e v e l  of  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  a r e a s  with  the  h ig h e s t  p ro p o r t io n  of 
i n d u s t r i a l  workers  t h a t  was more th an  fo u r  t im es  i t s  vo te  in  
a r e a s  o f  t h e  low e s t  l e v e l  o f  w o rk e rs .
The S o c i a l  Democratic  P a r ty  had been the  s c l e  workers* 
p a r t y  u n t i l  1917. When the  SED jo ined  the  f i r s t  Weimar 
government th e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i v i s i o n  over the  goa l  o f  the
p a r t y  ----- whether  t o  s e t t l e  f o r  a bourgeo is  democracy or  a
s o c i a l i s t  r e p u b l i c  ----- c o u ld  no lo n g e r  be b r id g e d ,  and th e
p a r ty  s p l i t ,  i t s  r a d i c a l  members f i r s t  moving to  th e  
Independen t  SED and the  S p a r t a c i s t  p a r t y ,  and th e n ,  w e l l  in  
time f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of Kay 192*4, i n t o  th e  Comsunist  Ear ty -  
This  development i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  in  t h e  
KPD vo te  i n  t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  and documented in Table 2. The 
p a r ty  a l s o  g e n e r a l l y  e x h i b i t s  much s t r o n g e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
worker c o e f f i c i e n t s  than th e  SPD, a s  i s  c l e a r  from Table  1. 
The p a t t e r n  o f  o v e r a l l  working c l a s s  su p p o r t  changed l i t t l e  
th rou g ho u t  the  1920s a s  th e  ETA v a lu e s  of the  breakdown 
t a b l e  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  and t h i s  i n  s p i t e  of  a r e c e s s i o n  and a 
r e c o v e r y .
The working c l a s s  v o te  c l e a r l y  went to  the  p a r t i e s  of t h e  
l e f t  i n  t h e  1920s. The da ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  N a t ion a l  
S o c i a l i s t s  were not  a w o r k e r ' s  p a r ty  in  t h e  1920s, but  i t  
was y e t  t o  be seen  whether t h e  s o c i a l  bases  cf  the  p a r ty  
s h i f t e d  in  subseg u en t  e l e c t i o n s .  Nov we tu rn  to the  middle 
c l a s s  v o te  of  t h e  1920s.
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The d a ta  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  workers ex tended only weak 
su p p o r t  to the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s .  How can we argue t h a t  
the  p a r ty  had a s i g n i f i c a n t  Diddle c l a s s  base?  I t  i s  
a pparen t  t h a t  most s t u d e n t s  of the N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  have 
concluded t h a t  they  d id .  As noted in  c h a p t e r  I ,  l i p s e t  
c o n s t r u c t e d  an I d e a l  Type NSDAP s u p p o r t e r  whose 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in c lu d ed  a middle c l a s s  i d e n t i t y .  One 
r a t i o n a l e  f o r  th e  middle c l a s s  h y p o th e s i s  r e s t s  on th e  
appea l  t h a t  t h e  N a t ic n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  he ld  f o r  the  middle 
c l a s s ,  t h e  "o ld"  middle c l a s s  as  wel l  as  t h e  "new."
The new middle c l a s s  was t h e  s o c i a l  p roduct  of 
m o d e rn i s a t io n .  The modern i n d u s t r i a l  development  of  t h e  
e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c en tu ry  had brought  an expans ion  o f  t h e  
whi te  c o l l a r  s e c t o r ,  as had th e  growth of  the  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  
in  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  n a t i o n a l l y  u n i f i e d  s t a t e .  Some 
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  in c lu d in g  Hans Gerd Schumann, have 
t h e r e f o r e  spoken of  a "new middle c l a s s , "  engendered by t h e  
b u r e a u c r a t i s a t i o n  o f  i n d u s t r y  and t r a d e .  Schumann a rgues  
t h a t  w hi le  the  new middle c l a s s  might have had much in  
common with t h e  working c l a s s ,  i t  p o sse s se d  an e s t a t e  
m e n t a l i t y  l " S t a n d s s " m e n t a l i t a t ) because o f  i t s  enjoyment of 
b e t t e r  b e n e f i t s  ( e . g . ,  h e a l th  i n s u r a n c e ) ,  and th e  s t a t u s  
enhancing  p r a c t i c e  of r e c e i v i n g  pay monthly r a t h e r  than 
weekly. In  s p i t e  o f  being d esp ised  by both  b c o r g e c i s i e  and 
workers ,  i t  he ld  on to  i t s  " f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s . "  Schumann
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a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e i e  e x i s t e d  a s t r o n g  " c i v i l  s e r v i c e  
m e n t a l i t y " :  th e  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  were more l i k e  a c a s t e  than  an e s t a t e  o r  
c l a s s ;  th rough  th e  German b u r e a u c r a t i c  t r a d i t i o n  they had a 
s t r o n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with  th e  s t a t e . 66
An e x t r a p o l a t i o n  o f  Schumann's argument may l e a d  to  t h e  
fo l lo w in g  s u p p o s i t i o n :  in  t imes of  c r i s i s  f o r  the  new s i d d l e  
c l a s s ,  t h i s  new c l a s s  would have been u n l i k e l j  to  tu rn  to  
th e  l e f t  because  o f  i t s  e s t a t e  m e n ta l i ty  and because  of i t s  
s t a t u s  a s p i r a t i o n s  which were a componert of  t h i s  
c o n s c io u s n e s s .  t ih i le  i t  should  have tu rn e d  t c  t h e  r i g h t ,  
the  lack  o f  a ccep tan ce  o f  t h i s  new middle c l a s s  by the  upper 
c l a s s  would have tempered i t s  rush toward the  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  c h i e f l y  by t h e  DNVP. In t h i s
66 Hans Gerd Schumann, M a t io n a l s o z ia l i sm u s  und
Gewerkschaftsbewegung: Die Vernichtung de r  deu tschen
Gewerkschaften  und der  Aufbau der  "Deutschen
A r b e i t s f r o n t " {Hannover: Ncrddeutsche V e r l a g s a n s t a l t ,
1958) , p .  27.
Thomas C h i ld e r s  c o n s id e r s  th e  o ld  and new middle c l a s s  
in  h i s  s tu d y  The Nazi Voter (Chapel H i l l :  The U n iv e rs i ty
of  North C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1983). These two middle c l a s s  
e lem ents  can a l s o  be i d e n t i f i e d  among th e  o c c u p a t io n a l  
groups t h a t  Heberle  d i s c u s s e s ,  in  From Eemocracv to  
Nazism (Eaton Bouge: L ou is ian a  S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,
1945) , pp .  41 ,  58.
Theodor G e ig e r ,  i n  Die s o z i a l e  Sch ich tung  des  
d e u t s c h e n Volkes ( S t u t t g a r t :  Enke, 1932),  d i s c u s s e s  t h e
"so  c a l l e d  new middle c l a s s "  and i d e n t i f i e s  a r e l a t i o n  
between th e  "economic m e n ta l i ty "  of the  middle  c l a s s  and 
th e  economics o f  t h e  N a t io na l  S o c i a l i s t s .  He su g g e s t s  
t h a t  with  t h e i r  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  employees* 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t h e  NSEAP d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  a middle c l a s s  
p a r ty  (p. 119). The s a i d  d e s t r u c t i o n  was completed i n
1933; s i n c e  G e i g e r ' s  book was p u b l i s h e d  1932 h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  the  unions 
o ccu r red  e a r l i e r  th an  many a u th o r s  have concluded .
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e q u a t io n ,  t h e  MSDAP movement would appear to  have had 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o t e n t i a l .  He can now examine t h e  s h o r t  term 
economic and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of  th e  middle c l a s s  t h a t  
might have modulated t h i s  a p p e a l .
The economic and p sy c h o lo g ic a l  s t a t u s e s  o f  the  new, in  
e f f e c t  l o v e r ,  middle c l a s s  were j e o p a r d i s e d  i c  t h e  Heimar 
y e a r s ,  f i r s t  by t h e  s u p e r i n f l a t i o n  u n t i l  1924, and then 
through the  D ep ress io n .  The small  b u s in e s s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  
and c ra f t sm en  saw th e  t h r e a t  o f  t h e i r  a b s o r p t io n  i n t o  t h e  
masses o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .
Mo s e c t o r  o f  th e  p o p u la t i c n  was h i t  a s  hard by the  
i n f l a t i o n a r y  pe r io d  as  t h e  l o v e r  middle c l a s s ,  most of  which 
had l i g u i d  a s s e t s  r a t h e r  than s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p e r ty .  
I n f l a t i o n  e conom ica l ly  p o l a r i s e d  th e  c o u n t r y ;  p ro p e r ty  
c v n e rs  came ou t  o f  t h e s e  y e a rs  r i c h e r  while  many members of 
th e  middle c l a s s  had a t  l e a s t  econom ica l ly  sunk i n t o  the  
p r o l e t a r i a t .  As Table  3 i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  per iod  
l a s t e d  from the end o f  1919 t o  1923, and t h u s ,  in  1924, 
appeared t o  have c o in c id e d  with t h e  l i f e s p a n  cf t h e  Heimar 
f iepubl ic .
Many Germans might wel l  have come to equ a te  th e  Heimar 
f iepublic  w ith  grave economic d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Ihe economic 
c r i s i s  was l i k e l y  t o  have i n t e n s i f i e d  the  h o s t i l i t y  to  t h e  
r e p u b l i c  t h a t  i t s  opponents  had harboured  from the  o u t s e t .  
Ihe  i n f l a t i o n  prompted many new b u s in e s s  v e n tu r e s  i n s p i r e d  
by t h e  hope of p r o f i t t i n g  from the  c o n s t a n t l y  r i s i n g  p r i c e s ,
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| T ab le  3: I n f l a t i o n  1919 -  1923 |
I “  I
I Wholesale p r i c e  in dex .  1913 = 1.0 |
i I
I I
| Dec 1919 8 .03 | Feb 1923 5,585 |
I « 1920 14.4 | Jane  " 19,385 |
| " 1921 3 « . 9 | Sept  " 23 ,948 ,898  |
I J u l y  1922 100.6 | Dec » 1 ,2 6 1 ,600 ,000 ,000  |
| Dec " 1 ,475 .0  | I
I I
I I
| Mote: Compiled from d a ta  in Schmidt,  German |
! E a s in e s s  C y c le s .  I
L J
b a t  t h a t  was by no meats an easy  t a s k .  Many o f  t h e s e  middle 
c l a s s  b u s i n e s s e s  went under ,  and the  r a t e  of  b u s in e ss  
f a i l u r e s  a c c e l l e r a t e d  immedia te ly  a f t e r  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y
s p i r a l  ----- th e  monthly r a t e  went from near  z e r o  in  January
1924 t o  1,800 by December 1925. By December 1926 i t  had 
once aga in  dropped t o  400 a month.67
The middle c l a s s  was no t  e n t i r e l y  p o l i t i c a l l y  p a ss iv e ;  
d u r ing  th e  s u p e r  i n f l a t i o n  p e r io d  th e  middle c l a s s  
v ig o ro u s ly  p r o t e s t e d  th ro u gh  many o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  
t r a d e  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  white  c o l l a r  unions 
and ad hoc a s s e m b l i e s .  Even a f t e r  th e  most rampant  phase of 
i n f l a t i o n ,  middle  c l a s s  a c t iv i s m  con t inued  to a c e r t a i n  
degree  th rough  t h e  y e a rs  cf  s t a b i l i t y ,  i . e .  from 1924 to  
1929. During t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e r e  were a t t e m p ts  t c  c o n s o l i d a t e  
middle c l a s s  c r a f t  u n i c n s . 66
67 Schmidt ,  German Busi n e s s .CYCles. p. 71.
66 H e in r ich  August H in k le r ,  Mi t t e l s t a n d .  D eno k ra t i e  und
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There was, t h e n ,  a g r e a t  r e s e r v o i r  of u id d le  c l a s s  
d i s c o n t e n t  t o  be t a p p e d ,  and the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  had 
c o n n e c t io n s  with  middle c l a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  acgu ired  
perhaps  as th e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  h igh  l e v e l  o f  a c t iv i s m  of t h e  
p a r t y ,  whereas  the  o ld  v o lk is ch  p a r t i e s  had a more 
r e s t r i c t e d  p o l i t i c a l  and o r g a n i s in g  p e r s p e c t i v e ;  s i n c e  some 
of t h e  o ld  v o l k i s c h  c u r r e n t s  cou ld  be t r a c e d  hack to  t h e  
p a r ty  o f  t h e  n o b i l i t y  under t h e  monarchy th e s e  had probably 
no t  developed any s i g n i f i c a n t  t i e s  to  the  new f i d d l e  c l a s s .  
One such r e l a t i o n s h i p  o b ta in ed  with  the  Geroan Nat iona l  
l ea g u e  of  Commercial Employees (DHV), a r i g h t  wing, 
a n t i - H a r x i s t  and a n t i s e m i t i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n . 69
How s u c c e s s f u l  was the  new v o lk i s c h  grouping in  
a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  changing middle c l a s s ?  The answer i s  
r e v e a le d  i n  Table  4 which p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  va lues  
fo r  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between KSBAP v o te s  and the  middle 
c l a s s .  C o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  changes  i n  t h e  NSDAP v o te s  
between e l e c t i o n s  and th e  middle c l a s s  a r e  a l s o  recorded  as 
are  da ta  f o r  th e  RPC, SPD and Z £ .7°
i ja ; t i2Ml£S3ia lism-S§j  £i§ p g l i t i s c he E n twickl u n g v o n
Handweyk und K le inbande l  in  der  Heiaarep Benublik
[Cologne: Kiepenheuer & l i t s c h ,  1972), p. 101.
69 A f te r  1929 many EHV f u n c t i o n a r i e s  jo in e d  the  NSBAP.
70 The s t a t i s t i c a l  base  of t h e  middle c l a s s  v a r i a b l e  i s  
sm a l l  a s  on ly  4.63% of  the  German p o p u la t io n  belonged t o  
t h e  cen su s  c a t e g o r y  on which th e  v a r i a b l e  i s  based .  
There  i s  t h e r e f o r e  a r i s k  of  th e  o ccu r ren c e  of  th e  
e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y .  i i t h  t h i s  i n  mind t h e  d a ta  on the  
middle c l a s s  should  be i n t e r p r e t e d  with  c a u t io n .  See 
"Data  Management, the middle c l a s s , n Appendix B-
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Table  4: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vo te  and n id d le
c l a s s ,  1920-1928
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  change 
of vo te  1920/24 th rough  1924/28 and 
p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1920 th ro ug h  1928 
of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  pe rc en ta g e  
B iddle  c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
June 1920 - .06 . 10 - .  07
^change 1920/24 — .03 - . 0 8 .04
May 1924 .22 .06 . C8 - .0 8
Xchange 1924/24 18 .01 . 18 - .0 4
December 1924 .20 .07 . 12 - .0 8
^change 1924/28 - . 0 8 .09 .  10 - .0 7
May 1928 . 12 .10 . 14 - .  13
] Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
I c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1026 < N < 1C61. j
i---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- j
The middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  flay 1924, of .2 2 ,  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  c o a l i t i o n  grouping 
r e c e iv e d  f a i r l y  s t r o n g  su p p o r t -  T h is  performance i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  r e p e a t e d  in  the  second e l e c t i o n  i n  1924. The 
f a i r l y  s t r o n g  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  middle c l a s s  base  t h a t  year  
confi rm s flax K e l e ' s  a s sessm en t  t h a t  the  SSDAE was a 
p redom inant ly  middle c l a s s  movement in  the  y e a r s
71 Kele draws t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  on th e  b a s i s  of Nazi p a r ty  
p ropaganda .  He c o n t i n u e s :
The middle c l a s s  ou t look  of t h e  NSDAP
handicapped i t s  l a b o r  propaganda.  I n  much of
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1919-1923 .71
The NSDAP middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  in  Table  2* dropped in  
1928 compared with th e  e l e c t i o n s  in  1924; t h e  p a r t y ' s  
working c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h a t  y e a r ,  i n  Table  1, r o s e  to  
a very weak p o s i t i v e  v a lu e .  This development may r e f l e c t  
th e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n f l u e n c e  of th e  NSDAP's " l e f t  t i n g , "  headed 
by Gregor S t r a s s e r ,  who had developed a working c l a s s  
o r i e n t a t i o n .  The c o n t r a d i c t i c n s  between the  middle c l a s s  
and working c l a s s  o r i e n t a t i o n s  of t h e  NSDAP were re s o lv e d  in  
fav o u r  of t h e  fo rm er ,  a s s e r t s  Werner B a s e r .77 Kele 
e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n c u r s . 73 But t h e  i n t r a p a r t y  f r i c t i o n  between 
th e  " l e f t ” and t h e  " r i g h t "  d id  not end u n t i l  the  l a t e  1920s 
(the  p r e c i s e  year  va ry in g  with author)  , and th e  s o c i a l  c l a s s  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  1928 may sugges t  t h a t  th e  " l e f t i s t "  
o r i e n t a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  th e  NSDAP v o te  t h a t  year .  
N e v e r th e l e s s ,  even p r i o r  to  such a r e s o l u t i o n ,  the  N a t iona l
t h e i r  propaganda the  Nazis confused  the  
economic i n t e r e s t  of  t h e  middle c l a s s  with t h a t  
of th e  w o rk e rs .  In a d r a f t  o f  t h e  Tw enty -f ive  
P o in t s  [ o f  t h e  m an i fe s to  of February  1920, the  
NSDAP l e a d e r ]  E rex le r  wrote  t h a t  " the  g r e a t e s t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e a rn  money" should  be given " to  
the  most c a p a b le "  and t h a t  " the  s k i l l e d  worker 
ought n o t  to  c o n s id e r  h im s e l f  a p r o l e t a r i a n  but  
as  one o f  t h e  middle c l a s s ,  an egua l  c i t i z e n  of 
the  s t a t e .
From Begina ld  H. P h e lp s ,  "Anton D r e x le r :  Der Grunder de r
NSDAP," Deutsche Bundschau 77, (December 1961), pp.
1134-43; i n  Kele ,  Na z i s  and Horkers . p. 61.
77 Berner  H aser ,  £ui^S£ftAS.tag_dgK.iiSB..flg5 H i t l e r s  Beo b i s
1924 ( F r a n k f u r t ;  Atkenaum Ver lag ,  1965), p. 339; i b i d . »
p .  61.
73 Kele ,  Nazis and Workers, p. 62.
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S o c i a l i s t s  c l e a r l y  r e c e iv e d  much su p p o r t  from th e  middle 
c l a s s .  T h is  c o n c lu s io n  i s  c o r r o b o r a te d  by t h e  breakdown of 
the NSDAP vo te  acco rd ing  t o  t h e  pe rc en ta g e  of  members o f  t h e  
middle c l a s s  p r e s e n t  in  t h e  K r e i s e . in  Table  5 . 7+
The c o e f f i c i e n t s  i n d i c a t i n g  middle c l a s s  s u p p o r t ,  as  v e i l  
as t h e  working c l a s s  d a ta  in  T ab les  1 and 2 ,  u n d e r l i n e  
K e le ’s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  " ( a ) l t h o u g h  no r e l i a b l e  s t a t i s t i c s  
e x i s t  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1926-28, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  t h i s  time 
the  v o rkers  d id  not  f l o c k  to  t h e  NSDAP.,I7S In  l i g h t  o f  t h e
exam ina t ion  of  t h e  vo te  o f  the  unemployed ----  below, s e c t i o n
2.5  ----  a q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  Kele’ s remark would be in  o r d e r :
o rg an ised  workers  d id  not f l o c k  to  t h e  NSDAP.
I t  sh o u ld  be noted  t h a t  the  S o c i a l  Democrats a l s o  
r e c e iv e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  middle c l a s s  su p p o r t  dur ing  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  l a t o u r  s u p p o r t ,  
they  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  about  as much middle c l a s s  su p p o r t  as 
the  NSDAP, as  Table  4 i n d i c a t e s .  The b o u r g e o i s a t i c n  of  t h e  
SPD began with  t h e  p a r t y ’ s o p t in g  f o r  t h e  menshevik cho ice  
in  t h e  November 1918 r e v o l u t i o n .  In  the  f o l lo w in g  decade 
the  SPD a t t r a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers o f  middle c l a s s  
v o t e r s .  Perhaps  a t y p i c a l  middle c l a s s  SPD v o te r  cou ld  be 
found i n  t h e  lower l e v e l  c i v i l  s e r v a n t .  H t i l e  th e  SPD 
e x h i b i t s  p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  with th e  middle c l a s s ,  they 
were s u r p a s s e d  by th e  NSDAP th ro u g h o u t  t h e  t w e n t i e s  excep t  
f o r  1928, when they  were m a rg in a l ly  s t r o n g e r  than  t h e
7* See Appendix B: "Data management, t h e  middle  c l a s s . "
75 ifc id r  P- 121-
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T ab le  5 : Ear ty  v o te  v s .  middle c l a s s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s
1920-1928
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change o f  vote  
1920/24 th rough  1924/28,  and 
p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1920 th rough  1928 of 
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rcen tage  
middle c l a s s .
HSEAE
Hay change Dec*r change Hay
1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
Mean 7.66 - 4 .0 4 3.49 -C.41 3- 14
Q.Q-2% B i d d l e  c l  7.87 - 5 .0 3 2.84 -C.16 2.68
2. 1-3 7.36 - 4 .2 7 3.08 C.01 3. 07
3. 1-4 5.73 - 2 .6 9 3.06 -C .  11 2.92
4. 1-6 7.31 - 3 .5 5 3- 76 - 1 .0 6 2.69
6. 1-10 10.20 -5 .  11 5. 10 -  1.56 3.59
10.1-20 14.06 - 7 .4 8 6. 57 - 1 .  10 5. 47
ETA .269 .245 .22  3 .  136 .  154
(N=1050) (1050) (1051) (1047) (1057)
KPE
June change Hay change D ec ' r change May
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
1 Hean 1.76 7 .54 9.50 - 3 .0 9 6.42 C.25 6.77
1 0.0-256 1.08 4 .89 6 .  57 - 2 .4 8 4.09 -C.91 3- 18
i 2 .1 -3 1.54 6 .75 8.28 -2 .8 1 5.48 -C .  18 5.44
| 3 .1 -4 1.63 7 .97 9.62 -3 .2 3 6.39 C.21 6-78
| 4 .1 -6 2.19 8. 15 10.72 - 3 . 5 4 7. 18 C. 80 8. 07
| 6 .1 -10 2.06 9.25 11.95 -3 .2 1 8.73 C. 96 9.72
J 10.1-20 2.28 6 .65 8.61 - 2 .6 6 5.95 C. 51 6.46
I ETA .103 .167 .190 .101 .  193 .  181 -236
4 (N=1023) (1023) 11051) (1051) (1051) (1047) (1057)
SEE
June change Hay change Dec*r change Hay
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
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dean 33.11 -14 .26 18.36 4. 64 22-99 3-53 26.49
0.0-2% 28.44 -10 .83 17.41 3.79 21.20 3.55 24. 75
2 .1 -3 30.35 -1 2 .9 9 16.88 3.78 20.66 2.86 23.57
3. 1-4 32.71 -14 .80 17.48 4.33 21.78 3.50 25.15
4. 1-6 35.34 -1 5 .2 8 19.42 5.37 24.79 3.77 28.74
6. 1-10 40.06 -1 6 .2 5 22-91 5.96 28.96 4.39 33-08
10.1-20 32.14 -14 .7 1 16.93 5.96 22.94 4.26 27.20
ETA .220 .171 .188 .260 .230 .  141 -243rN=1023) (1022) (1050) (1049) (10 50) (1045) (1056)
ZF
June change May change Dec*r change May
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
i Mean 14.16
ino•01 13.80 0. 35 14. 15 5.46 19.60
I 0.0-2X 4.98 0.50 5.26 0.09 5. 35 19.45 24.80
I 2 .1 -3 10.99 0.25 11.25 0.22 11.47 11.15 22.47
1 3 .1 -4 22.24 - 0 .6 0 21.56 0.52 22.09 C- 14 22. 30
I 4 .1 -6 16.05 - 0 .2 1 15. 42 0.57 15.99 0.67 16.51
| 6 .1-10 7.26 0.00 6.90 0.33 7.23 3.62 10. 96
I 10.1-20 7.27 1.07 8.01 - 0 .2 6 7.75 7.74 15.49
I ETA .254 .131 .257 .103 -255 .342 .  193
I (»=1023) (1023) (1051) (1051) (1051) (1047) (1057)
r i g h t i s t s .  Ihe  d a ta  c o n f i r a  Hunt*s a s s e r t i o n  reg a rd in g  th e  
SPD dur ing  t h e s e  y e a rs  t h a t  " t h e  d r i v e  to  r e c r u i t  Diddle 
c l a s s  s u p p o r t e r s  can no t  he counted  an over whelming 
s u c c e s s . " 7* The working c l a s s  was, a s  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  show, 
by and l a r g e  c o n a i t t e d  to  t h e  t v c  aa in  p a r t i e s  cf  t h e  l e f t .
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o te  c o r r e l a t e s  f a i r l y  s t r o n g ly  
with th e  middle c l a s s  in the  two e l e c t i o n s  in  1924. So does 
the  S o c ia l  C e ao c ra t ic  v o t e .  The d a ta  f o r  the  1924 e l e c t i o n s
76 Hunt
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r e v e a l  t h a t  the  SPD's middle c l a s s  v a lu e s  a re  n e a r l y  a s  high 
as th o s e  o f  the  N a t io na l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  and with the  1923 vote 
t h i s  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  a c t u a l l y  s t r o n g e r .  I t  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e  to  
compare t h e  middle c l a s s  su p p o r t  of  th e  rew N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  grouping t o :  (1) t h a t  o f  the  p a r t i e s  t h a t
r e c e i v e d  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  such  hacking in  the  1920s, and; (2)
th e  l a r g e  v o lk i s c h  p a r t y ,  th e  DNVP. These c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  a re  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Table  6.
1 ]
I T ab le  6 : The r i g h t  and the  middle c l a s s ,  1920 -  1928 f
I I
I Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  pe rcen tage  vo te  |
I of NSDAP, DVE# DNVP, 1920 through |
j 1923, by middle c l a s s .  I
t NSDAP DVP DDP DNVP |
I 1920 e l e c t i o n  -  .30 .19 - . 0 9  |
I 1924 Bay . 2 2  .19 .19 .0 3  |
| 1924 December .2 0  .21 .24  .0 4  |
I 1923 .1 2  .27  .29 .02  |
1 Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from j
j c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1028 < N < 1C62. j
i-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1
The two p a r t i e s  whose 1920s v o te s  possess  the  s t r o n g e s t  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  with with t h e  middle c l a s s  a r e ,  not  
s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  German People*s  P a r ty  (DVP) and t h e  German 
Democratic P a r ty  (DDP) , bo th  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s .  The N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t s *  f a i r l y  s t r o n g  middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  t h e  
e a r l y  y e a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  two 1924 e l e c t i o n s ,  r i v a l  
t h o s e  of  t h e  p r o t o t y p i c a l  middle c l a s s  p a r t y ,  tfce DVP. The
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
69
n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement a l s o  po ssessed  th e  su p p o r t  of 
the  middle  c l a s s  t o  a h ig h e r  deg ree  than t h e i r  fe l lo w
v o lh i s c h  DNVP. F u r th e r  ev idence  o f  t h e i r  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  to  
th e  middle c l a s s  was t h e i r  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  German People*s 
P a r ty  s u p p o r t e r s .  This  q u e s t io n  w i l l  be d i s c u s se d  in
c o n n ec t io n  with the  s h i f t  i n  v o t e s .  At t h i s  p o in t  we may
obse rve  t h a t  upon th e  advent  of th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
grouping in  Hay 1924, th e  DVP middle c l a s s  v a lue  drops  
d r a s t i c a l l y ,  and r i s e s  again  in  1928 as  t h a t  o f  the  NSDAP 
d e c l i n e s .
i x l  HEfeafligfltigP
Ihe  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t s  were i n  t h e  mid-1920s s t i l l  a sm a l l  
group with a s m a l l  p a r ty  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c e n t r e d  in  the  c i t y .  
In 1924 i t  was a l s o  a movement in  d i s a r r a y  because  of
H i t l e r ' s  im pr isonm en t ,  and because  of  t h e  banning o f  t h e
p a r ty  from November 1923 t o  February  1925, a s  well  as  the
i n t e r n a l  d i s a g re e m e n ts  over  the  c u e s t io n  o f  whether t c  form 
a c o a l i t i o n  with t h e  DVFP. Since th e  p a r ty  was founded as a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  i t  would have t o  broaden i t s  
s u p p o r t  base  in  o r d e r  to  r e a l i s e  i t s  a s p i r a t i o n s .
I n  o rd e r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  p a t t i e s *  demographic b a ses  in
the  1920s, T able  7 p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e
c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  vo tes  of  t h e  NSDAP, tfce Communist, 
S o c i a l  Democrat and C en tre  p a r t i e s ,  and u rban  r e s i d e n c e .  
The c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  changes in  t h e  p a r ty  v o te s
77 see  "Data  Hanagement, u r b a n i s a t i o n , "  Appendii  B-
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between e l e c t i o n s  and urban re s id e n c e  a re  a l s o  r e c o r d e d . 77
i------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1
I Table  7 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  «ote and | 
j u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  1920-1928 I
I Pea rson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rcen tag e  change j
I o f  v o te s  1920/24 through 1924/28 and j
j p e rc e n t a g e  vo tes  1920 through 1928 |
I o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with p e rc e n ta g e  j
i urban r e s i d e n t s .  I
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
June 1920 e l e c t i o n - .2 3 .3 2 - . 0 6
Xchange 1920/24 • .3 7 - . 3 2 .02
May 1924 e l e c t i o n . 12 .42 .1 9 - . 0 7
Jtchange 1924/24 11 - . 2 2 .28 .03
December 1924 e l e c •n .10 .4 0 .2 5 - . 0 7
*change 1924/28 .03 .15 .1 0 - .  14
May 1928 e l e c t i o n .  12 .42 .2 6 - .  17
Note: E f f e c t i v e  K in  th e  abo ve t a b l e v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  to  coe f f i c i e n t ; 1026 < N < 1C61.
Prom th e  d a t a  in  T ab le  7 we see  t h a t  the  N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t s *  r e l a t i v e l y  u rban  base was not  as s t r o n g  as t h o s e  
of th e  RPD and th e  SPD, but  s t r o n g e r  than t h a t  o f  th e  
C a th o l i c  Z e n t ru n .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  the  exam ina t ion  o f  t h e  
NSDAP vo te  in  subseg uen t  e l e c t i o n s  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h a t  in  
r e l a t i v e  t e rm s  t h e i r  urban base  would never  become as  s t ro n g  
as d u r in g  th e s e  e a r l y  y e a r s .
The Nazis* v o l k i s c h k i n ,  th e  DNVP, was by c o n t r a s t  
d e c id ed ly  unurban ,  with c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  between - . 0 9  and
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
71
- . 1 0  f r o n  1924 to  1928 { - . 2 0  i a  1920) .  The c o e f f i c i e n t s ,
as shown i n  Table 7 ,  p o i n t  t c  t h e  urban s t a b i l i t y  of th e  
Nazi movement; a s  t h e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  i t s  second drop in  i t s  
vote  in  1928, i t s  urban c o e f f i c i e n t  r o s e ,  probably  
r e f l e c t i n g  th e  urban r e s i d u a l  o f  i t s  d im in i sh in g  b a s e ;  th e  
sm a l l  p a r t y  fu n c t io n e d  from th e  c i t y .
I n  o r d e r  to  o b t a i n  a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  demographic 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e .  Table  9 breaks  
down the  p e r c e n t a g e s  cf t h e  vo te  a cc o rd in g  t o  th e  type  of 
community: The a r e a s  t h a t  were 100% urban a r e  taken t o  be
l a r g e  c i t i e s ;  a r e a s  t h a t  were 99.99% urban# i . e .  not f u l l y  
urban ,  r e p r e s e n t  medium-size c i t i e s ;  a r e a s  with  urban 
p o p u la t i o n s  o f  25% a re  sm a l l  towns.  Areas with no urban 
p o p u la t io n  can o f  c o u rse  be n o th ing  o t h e r  th an  f u l l y  
r u r a l - 78
The breakdown o f  th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e s ,  as 
p r e s e n te d  i n  Table 8 ,  r e v e a l s  t h a t  the  p a r t y ' s  main sup p o r t  
b a s i s  was r e l a t i v e l y  urban# even though th e  liazis in  th e  
1920s were no t  a s t r o n g l y  u r b a n - o r i e n t e d  g ro u p .  The Nazi 
s u p p o r t  was o f  moderate  s t r e n g t h  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  decade with 
th e  h ig h e s t  l e v e l s  o f  s u p p o r t  in  t h e  big c i t i e s .  I t  was 
here  t h a t  t h e  b u lk  o f  NSDAP backing was l o s t  i n  th e  December 
1924 e l e c t i o n .  The demographic d i s t r i b u t i o n  cf  the  NSDAP 
vote  i s  not  u n l ik e  t h a t  o f  th e  KPD, a l though  th e  l a t t e r  has
78 The c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  of  urban a r e a s  a s  s m a l l ,  medium-size 
and l a r g e  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a r b i t r a r y .  Moreover , i t  i s  
p ro b a b le  t h a t  th e  a re a s  t h a t  were 99.99% urban inc luded  
o u t s k i r t s  of l a r g e  c i t i e s  a s  w e l l  as m ed iua -s ize  towns. 
See "Data  Nanagement," Appendix B-
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Table  8: Pa r ty  v o te  vs .  u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  p e rc e n ta g e s
1920-1928
Breakdown, p e rcen tage  changes o f  votes  
1920/24 through 1924/28 and p e rcen ta g e  
v o t e s  1920 through 1928 of p r i n c i p a l  
p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rcen tage  
urban r e s i d e n t s .
KSEAP
Kay change Eec»r change May
1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
Mean 7.67 - 4 .0 4 3.63 -C .49 3. 15
OX urban 8.29 - 4 .7 3 3.56 -C.30 3.23
00. 1-25 6. 14 - 2 . 8 7 3.28 - 1 .  18 2. 18
25.1-99 5. 17 - 2 .5 0 2.68 C.01 2. 69
100X 10.69 - 5 .6 8 5.01 -C .6 2 4.32
ETA .268 .258 .  187 .097 .  186
















I Mean 1.77 7 .60 9.56 -3 .  12 6 .45 C. 25 6.76
I OX urban 
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I Mean 33.18 -1 4 .3 3 18.38 4 .66 23.05 3.52 26.51
1 OX urb 26.03 -1 0 .4 2 15.35 3. 53 18.88 2.66 21.46
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s t ronger urhan hase .
The f a i r l y  s t r o n g  middle c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  N a t ion a l  
S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t ,  noted ahove,  t o g e t h e r  with i t s  s l i g h t l y  
urhan r e l a t i v e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  adds up to  b ig  c i t y  middle 
c l a s s  e lem en ts  com pr is ing  the  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  o f  the  Nazi 
ranks b e fo re  1928.
The farming p o p u la t i o n  was a l a r g e  group in  Heimar Germany. 
In 1925, t w e n ty - f i v e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t i o n  were 
dependent on a g r i c u l t u r e  fo r  a l i v i n g . 7* This  i s  an
79  The f i g u r e  cones  from t h e  1925 c e n s u s ,  r e p o r t e d  in  t h e  
ICPSR d a ta  s e t  (See "Data Management, t h e  f a r m e r s , "  
Appendix B), and r e f e r s  t o  " p e r c e n t a g e  c f  th e  t o t a l  
p o p u la t io n  depending on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  and
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i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  m o d ern isa t ion  p r o c e s s  ----  t h e  economic
t r a n s i t i o n  from an a g r a r i a n  to  an i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  ----  had
not  been com ple ted .  Nor had the accompanying 
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  changes :  th e  "old middle  c l a s s , "  t i e d  to
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c a p i t a l ,  was s t i l l  powerfu l  and ,  as  noted in  
th e  opening c h a p t e r ,  was r e l a t e d  t o  th e  v o l k i s c h t r a d i t i o n  
of which t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  were t h e  l a t e s t  o f f s p r i n g .
There were i d e o l o g i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  econcn ic  r ea so n s  
im p e l l in g  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  to  a t t a c h  c e n t r a l  
importance  to  the  farming community. To t t e  Nazis t h e  
p e a s a n t r y  r e p r e s e n t e d  o ld  German v a lu e s .  The Nazis* 
embracing t h e  p e a s a n t r y  was t h e r e f o r e  c o ip lem e n ta ry  to t h e i r  
r e j e c t i n g  m o d e rn i s a t io n .  For good reason a u th o rs  have 
spoken o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  " t u r n i n g  back th e  c lo c k . "
The fa rm ing  s e c t o r  a l s o  he ld  a c r u c i a l  f u n c t i o n  in  t h e  
NSDAP's economic p o l i c y  from 1933 which tended toward 
a u t a r c h y 80 and which w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in  s e c t i o n  5 .4 .
From t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  and w i th  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  
the  Nazi a t t a c k s  on "big  b u s in e s s "  he ld  p o t e n t i a l  appea l  f o r  
many f a r m e r s ,  one would expec t  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  t o  do 
well  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  supp o r t  c f  f a r m e r s .  Befcre  a n a ly s in g  
th e  farming vote  t o  seek an answer on t h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  
however, th e  economic and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of  t h e
f i s h e r y . "
80 The NSDAP a g r i c u l t u r a l  programme of 1930 g r e a t l y  s t r e s s e d  
a u t a r c h y ,  a theme though t  t o  have been in f u s e d  by Gregor 
S t r a s s e r .  Barbara  H i l l e r  l a n e  and L e i l a  J .  Hupp, Nazi
Ideo logy  b e f o r e  1933: ____ jj Documentation (Austin:
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas P r e s s ,  1978), pT x v i i i .
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fa rm ers  b e fo re  1928 should  be su rveyed .
As a consequence  of t h e  war, Germany's a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p ro d u c t io n  d e c l in e d ;  w i th in  t h e  new bound a r ie s  s e t  by th e  
t r e a t y  o f  V e r s a i l l e s  more land was c u l t i v a t e d , ye t  t h e  
y i e ld  p e r  ac re  o f  t h e  l e a d in g  c ro ps  was g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  i n  
the  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  s u p e r i n f l a t i c n 8 * than  b e fo re  th e  w ar .82
The f a rm e rs  f a c e d  problems cf  p ro d u c t io n  a td  f i n a n c e . 83 
Uhile  f a rm e rs  u s u a l l y  p r o f i t  from i n f l a t i o n  t h e  r a p i d  p r i c e  
r i s e  had dep r ived  them of  much of  t h e i r  s a v in g s  and 
s t i m u l a t e d  in v es tm en t  in  unproduct ive  t a n g i b l e  c o o d s .84 The 
p o s t i n f l a t i o n a r y  s t a b i l i s a t i o n  exposed th e  fa rm e rs  t o  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e s  of world m arke ts ;  i n  s p i t e  o f  the  t a r i f f s ,  t h e  
p r i c e s  o f  German a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d uc ts  c o n t in u ed  to  drop.  
The fa rm e rs  a l s o  had t c  ccmpete with th e  d a i r y  and v e g e tab le  
p ro d u c ts  from Denmark and t h e  N e the r lan d s  which o f t e n  forced  
them t o  borrow in  an economy a lm ost  devoid of le a n  c a p i t a l .
The government d id  make e f f o r t s  to  a s s i s t  t h e  f a rm e rs ;  i t  
imposed t a r i f f s ,  made c r e d i t  a v a i l a b l e  and a t tempted  to  
redu ce  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  l o a n s . 85 These 
e f f o r t s ,  however, did not  co m p le te ly  so lv e  the  fa rm e rs '  
problems.
81 The s u p e r i n f l a t i o n  ended in  1924. See Table 3,  
" I n f l a t i o n  1919 -  1923."
82 Schmidt ,  German.Busi n e s s  C yc les .  1918-1933 , c h a r t  F, p. 
6 6 .
83 l i i d . , p .  96.
84 I b i d . . p .  97.
85 I b i d . ,  p .  100.
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There  were f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  r u r a l  i n d u s t r i e s ;  
S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in  s u f f e r e d  a h o g f a t t e n i n g  c r i s i s  1926-27 
t h a t  Heber le  c i t e s  as  accoun t ing  f o r  r i s i n g  d i s c o n t e n t  among 
sm al l  and l a r g e  fa rm ers  with  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n s .  T h is ,  he a rg u e s ,  paved the  way f o r  the  N a z i s .86
In  t h e  c o n te x t  o f  th o se  c o n d i t i o n s ,  the N at iona l  
S o c i a l i s t s  addressed  the  f a r m e rs .  The f i r s t  appeal  was an 
e ssay  by H e in r ich  Himmler i n  which t h e  f a rm e rs ,  add ressed  as  
“you f i r s t  e s t a t e  o f  t h e  German p e o p le , "  were warned of  
imminent Bolshevism and urged to  " s t r i k e  t h e s e  who a r e  
t r y i n g  t o  s t r a n g l e  you, the  jews and the  c a p i t a l i s t s ! " 87 As 
the  economy moved from a low p o i n t  i n  1926 toward a peak i n  
A p r i l  1928 ,88 the  Nazis as a p r o t e s t  movement were l a r g e l y  
d ep r iv ed  o f  the  s h o r t  term economic c r i s i s  as a spawning 
ground. Hhile t h e r e  was s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  high unemployment 
fo r  a p e r io d  of economic u p tu r n ,  th e  f a rm ers  might wel l  have 
had s t r o n g e r  g r i e v a n c e s  than  t h e  urban w o r k e r s .89
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  d id  a s s ig n  c o n s id e r a b le  
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  and propaganda e f f o r t s  to  the  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  
but not  u n t i l  the  summer o f  1928 when H i t l e r  t o l d  a
88 H e b er le ,  l iQ a_JeaQ ci a c v _ to  Nazism, p. 104.
87 "Farm er ,  Hake Up!,"  by Himmler, p ub l ish ed  1 August 1926. 
Lane and Bupp, Nazi Ideo logy  be fo re  1933. p .  95.
88 Schmidt ,  £e rnan_Business  Cycles  1924-1933, p .  131.
89 I n f l a t i o n  robbed th e  fa rm e rs  cf  income as  th e y  r e f u s e d  to  
s e l l  ex ce p t  f o r  f o r e i g n  c u r r e n c i e s .  Mew York Times. 10 
November 1923, p .  2 : 4 ,  and 19 November 1923, p. 5 :1 .  
There  were r e p o r t s  t h a t  the  "cu r rency  famine" had 
a f f e c t e d  the  food s i t u a t i o n  in Hamburg. The New York 
T im es. 14 Cctober 1923, p. 2 :4 .
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l e a d e r s h i p  co i i fe rence  i n  Munich t h a t  r e g i o n a l  r e s u l t s  of  
E e ic h s ta g  e l e c t i o n s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the  p a r t y  had to  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  r a t h e r  than on the  c i t i e s ;  
t h e  r u r a l  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  p r o t e s t  mood c o n s t i t c t e d  a g r e a t  
p o t e n t i a l  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  g a i n ,  H i t l e r  m a in t a in e d .90 The 
p a r t y  modif ied  i t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  r e g i o n s  so a s  t o  c o in c id e  
with t h e  e x i s t i n g  e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s .  He may non examine 
th e  fa rm er  v o te s  o f  the  192 0s to  see  whether  t h e  new 
v o lk i s c h  grouping  o f  th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  met with  a 
p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n se  from th e  f a rm e rs .  Table 9 r ec o rd s  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  between th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
v o te s  and t h e  f a r m e r s .  I t  a l s o  p ro v id e s  t h e s e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
f o r  the  change in  the  vo te  from one e l e c t i o n  t o  th e  
f o l lo w in g .  These d a ta  f o r  th e  KPD, t h e  SPD and the  Centre  
Ear ty  a r e  a d d e d .91
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  in Table 9 a re  
n e g a t i v e .  The predominant  u r b a r  union c o n s t i t u e n c y  o f  the  
KPD and SPD g i v e s  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  much s t r o n g e r  neg a t iv e  
v a lu e s ;  i n  comparison with t h e s e  two p a r t i e s ,  t h e  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  c f  t h e  N az is ,  which e s s e n t i a l l y  po in t  to t h e  
r e l a t i v e  absence  of a c o r r e l a t i o n  with  th e  f a r m e rs ,  su g g e s t  
a p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e c r u i tm e n t  of  su p p o r t  i n  t h i s  group. 
These n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a l s o  su p p o r t  the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
t h a t  tk e  Nazis i n  t h i s  p e r io d  were not  predominant ly  r u r a l l y  
based .  The o t h e r  v o lk i s c h  p a r t y ,  t h e  DNVP, had s t r o n g e r
®° B racher ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p , p. 178.
9* See Appendix B: "Data Management, the  f a rm e c s . "
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T able  9 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vo te  and t a m e r s ,  
1920-1928
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
of v o te  1920/24 th ro u gh  1924/28 and 
p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1920 th rough  1928 
of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  w i th  p e rc en ta g e  
f a r m e r s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
dune 1920 e l e c t i o n - - . 2 2 - . 5 5 .08
Xchange 1920/24 — - . 5 2 .4 3 - . 0 3
May 1924 e l e c t i o n - . 0 9 - . 5 3 - . 4  1 .09
Xchange 1924/24 .08 .3 3 - . 3 8 - . 0 6
December 1924 - . 0 6 - . 4 9 - . 4 7 .08
^change 1924/28 - . 0 2 - . 1 9 - . 1 4 .24
May 1928 e l e c t i o n - . 0 8 - . 5 2 - . 4 7 .27
Mote: E f f e c t i v e  M in the above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f ron
c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1026 < K < 1061.
farm er  s u p p o r t  than the  Nazis du r ing  th e s e  y e a r s ,  
r e g i s t e r i n g  c o e f f i c i e n t s  of .14 in  the  two e l e c t i o n s  in  1924 
and .20 in  1928.
One must bear  in  mind t h a t  th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  were 
s t i l l  a sm al l  fo rm a t io n  whose vote d e c l in e d  i n  two 
c o n s e c u t iv e  e l e c t i o n s ,  in  December 1924 and 1928. An 
exam ina t ion  o f  t h e i r  vote  t a k in g  i n t o  account  t h e  d e n s i ty  of  
the  farmer p o p u la t i o n  may t h e r e f o r e  be i n s t r u c t i v e .  Table
92 See "Data  Management, t h e  f a r m e r s , "  Appendix E.
I t  may be p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  th e  a s t o n i s h i n g  p ro g re s s  of  
t h e  C e n t re  P a r ty  in  1928 ----- t h e i r  f a r m e r s '  c o e f f i c i e n t
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to has  t h e r e f o r e  t e e s  c o n s t r u c t e d . 9Z
I n  Table  10 we s e e  t h a t  t h e  Nazis did r e c e i v e  
r e c o g n i s a b l e  fa rm er  s u p p o r t  a s  a sm a l l  pa r ty  in th e  1920s, 
s u p p o r t in g  the  t h e s i s  t h a t  the  fa rm ers  were more or  l e s s  as  
s u p p o r t iv e  of t h e  Nazis as were n o n - fa rm ers .  The Nazis 
managed to  a t t r a c t  a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  vo te  i n  the  a r e a s  o f  
some o f  th e  h e a v i e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  cf  f a rm e rs ,  
d em on s t ra t in g  t h a t  t h e  fa rm ers  were n o t  s t r o n g l y  opposed to  
the  p a r t y .
The Nazis faced  no s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p e t i t io n  f c r  th e  
fa rm e rs  from the  two main p a r t i e s  o f  th e  l e f t  a s  the  SPD and 
the  KPD e f f e c t i v e l y  ignored  t h i s  g roup .  The SPD had 
accep ted  t h e  Marxian t h e s i s  t h a t  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  
would develop  s i m i l a r l y  to  the  i n d u s t r i a l  which,  accord ing  
to  t h e  g e n e ra l  law of  c a p i t a l i s t  a cc u m u la t io n ,  wculd move 
towards f e v e r  and l a r g e r  p ro d uc t io n  u n i t s .  As they saw i t ,  
the  p e a s a n t r y  was d e s t in e d  to  d i s a p p e a r .  C o nse g u e n t ly , a 
well  conce ived  p o s i t i o n  cn t h e  p e a s a n t r y  was not seen as 
u rg en t  and t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward t h i s  group s u f f e r e d .  
The 1927 p a r ty  programme r e v i s e d  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  and 
a g r i c u l t u r e  was perm anen t ly  exempted from t h i s  l a v . *3 The 
new m an i fes to  c a l l e d  f o r  th e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  of  l a r g e  e s t a t e s .
going up from .08 t o  .27 i n  Table  9, and t h e i r  19% ga in
i n  a r e a s  in  which 9C% of  the  p o p u la t io n  were f a rm e rs ,  i n
Table  10   i s  i n  p a r t  t h e  r e s u l t  of  e d i t i n g  by t h e
c o m p i le r s  of t h e  ICPSfi d a ta  s e t ;  beg inn ing  with the  da ta  
f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1928 th e  Bavarian P e o p le ’ s P a r ty  vo te
was added to  t h e  ZP v o t e .
93 Hunt, Seraan  S o c i a l  Democracy, p.  139.
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I T able  10: P a r ty  v c te  vs .  f a r m e r s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  j
I 1920-1928 I
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of v o te
1920/24 th rough  1924/28, and
pe rc en ta g e vo te  1920 th rough  1928 cf
th e NSDAP and the KPD, with p e rc e n t a g e
fa rm e rs .
NSDAP
Bay change Dec*r change Bay
1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
(lean 7.71 - 4 .0 7 3.51 - 0 . 4 3 3. 14
0-5% farmer 9.43 - 5 .0 6 4.05 -C .3 8 3.82
05. 1-10 9.74 - 5 .6 4 4. 10 - 1 .0 8 3. 13
10-1-20 8.74 - 4 .3 7 3 .95 -C .44 3.47
20. 1-30 6.  14 - 3 .3 5 2.78 - 0 .0 1 2.76
30. 1-40 6.32 -3-24 3-08 C. 32 3.39
40 .1-50 6.61 - 3 .0 5 3.55 -C .85 2.68
50.1-60 6.68 -3 .4 4 3. 26 -C.71 2-55
60.  1-90 8.73 - 4 . 9 6 3.50 - 0 . 5 3 3. 19
ETA . 180 .191 .116 . 100 .114
(N=1050) (1049) (1050) (1046) (1061)
KPD
June change Bay change D ec ' r change Bay
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
Mean 1.76 7.52 9.48 -3 .0 8 6. 40 0.25 6. 75
0 0. 0-05 3.02 11.38 14.71 -3 .9 9 10.72 1. 16 12. 11
05. 1-10 2.56 11.67 13.98 - 4 .7 6 9. 22 0.75 9.99
10.1-20 2-57 11.39 14.04 - 4 .4 9 9.55 0.07 9.62
20. 1-30 1.46 9.77 11.26 - 3 .9 7 7.29 0.49 7.90
30 .1-40 1.13 7 .42 8.55 - 3 .0 4 5.52 -C.06 5.46
40.1-50 1.23 5.48 6.71 - 2 .5 9 4. 12 C. 02 4.36
50.  1-60 1.17 4 .04 5.21 - 1 .9 5 3.26 -  C- 26 2.99
60. 1-90 1.26 2.50 3.99 - 1 .2 8 2.72 -C .45 2.26
ETA .240 .523 .535 .347 .491 .  198 -516
IN=1027) (1027) (1055) (1055) (1055) (1051) (1061)
SPD
June change Bay change D ec ' r change Bay
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1920 20/24 1929 29/29 1924 24/28 1928
dean 33.13 - 1 9 .2 8 18.38 4.64 23.01 3.53 26.51
00 .0-05 90.55 - 1 8 .3 9 21.30 6- 15 27.49 4. 18 31-55
05.1-10 41.89 - 1 8 .6 8 22.70 6.48 29. 18 2.83 31.93
10.1-20 92.30 -1 8 .0 3 23.73 5.45 29. 18 3-65 32.82
20. 1-30 91.02 -1 6 .3 9 23.86 5.31 29. 17 3.69 32.72
30.1-H0 35.33 -19 .0 3 20.77 4.21 24.97 4-14 28.98
4 0 . 1 - 5 0 30.99 - 1 2 .5 0 17. 98 4.25 21.73 4. 11 25.87
50.1-60 29.59 -1 1 .1 1 13. 12 3-50 16.60 3. 14 19.73
60 .1-90 17.56 - 0 8 .5 5 8.91 2.55 11.46 1.86 13.32
ETA .582 .923 .975 .389 .520 .215 .523fS=1027) (1026) [1059) (1053) (1054) (1049) (1060)
ZP
June change Eay change Dec*r change May
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
I Mean 14.11 - 0 .0 5 13.76 0.35 14. 11 5-53 19.62
| 0 0 .0 -5 9.58 0.22 9.27 0. 40 9.67 2-99 12. 90
| 05 .1-10 8.14 0.66 8.52 - 0 .  14 8.37 6.21 14. 52
| 10.1-20 12.55 0.06 12. 11 0.40 12-51 C.89 13.39
| 20.1-30 17.91 - 0 . 5 8 17.20 0.70 17.90 -C.53 17. 50
| 30 .1-40 18.02 0. 18 18.21 0.50 18.71 2.75 21.46
| 40 .1 -50 13.98 0.02 14.00 0.60 14.59 2.75 17. 12
| 50 .1-60 17.27 - 0 .8 4 16.42 0.38 16.81 8.4S 25.25
J 60 .1-90 13.19 0.39 13.40 -0 .3 8 13. 02 1 S. 58 32.59
| ETA - 142 .  131 .148 -157 .148 .350 .291
i ; n
t— ~
= 1027) (1027) (1055) (1055) (1055) (1051) (1061)
t h e i r  land to  be p a r c e l l e d  oa t  to  s n a i l  h o l d e r s .  Ihe d a ta  
in  Tables  9 and 10 do not  p o in t  to  any d i s c e r n i b l e  
improvement in  the  SFD's farmer vote in  1928.
The KPD did no t  r e v i s e  i t s  fa rm ers  p o l ic y  which i t  had 
had in  common with th e  SPD. I t s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were a l s o  
overwhelmingly of a non-farmer c h a r a c t e r ,  e x c e p t  f o r  1920. 
I t  mas g e n e r a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  f c r  communist movements to b u i ld  
c e l l s  in  r u r a l  a r e a s  in  Europe i n  t h e  i n t e r - w a r  p e r io d .
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A summary of th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s '  farmer  vo te  in  th e  
1920s has t o  acknowledge t h a t  whi le  the movement was 
p redom inan t ly  u rb an ,  i t  managed to  ga rn e r  c o n s i d e r a b le  
su p p o r t  in  th e  farming a r e a s .  Bracher noted  t h a t  w i th  t h e  
i n t e n s i f i e d  e f f o r t  i n  the  r u r a l  a r e a s  th e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of 
the N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  i n t o  a r e l a t i v e l y  more 
p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  r u r a l  mass movement was speeded up. 99 
B r a c h e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the  b a s i c  Na2 i  e l e c t o r a l  
s t r a t e g y  was l a r g e l y  e m p i r i c a l l y  j u s t i f i e d .  Obviously th e  
Nazis c o u ld  not  be c l a s s i f i e d  as  a mass movement du r in g  t h i s  
pe r iod  (1920 -  192*1), hut th e  Nazi l e a d e r s h i p  made a c o r r e c t  
s t r a t e g i c  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .
2 .5  TheHnemoloyed
The unemployed have been i d e n t i f i e d  as  an im p o r t a n t  sou rce  
of s u p p o r t e r s  in  t h e  r i s e  of the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t
movement. Sigmund Neumann speaks o f  t h e  "uprooted
unemployed."  S ince  he on ly  c o n s i d e r s  one o t h e r  group ,  t h e  
s a l a r i e d  c l a s s e s ,  vh ich  he i d e n t i f i e s  as  the  primary sou rce  
of s u p p o r t ,  he a s s i g n s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  im portance  to  t h e s e  
j o b l e s s . 9S Ihe s o c i o l o g i s t  William Kornhauser m a in ta in s  
t h a t  th e  Nazis won th e  su p p o r t  of unemployed white  c o l l a r
95 Sigmund Neumann, "Germany: changing P a t t e r n s  and L a s t in g
Prob lem s ,"  Neumann, e d . ,  Modern P o l i t i c a l  P a r t i e s ;
A£B£Qaciigs t o  c o m p a ra t iv e  P o l i t i c s  (Chicago: D r i v e r s i t y
o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1956), pp. 366-367; and ,  Neumann,
"Germany," i n  T ay lo r  Cole ,  e d . ,  Burope an___P o l i t i c a l
Systems (New lo r k s  A lf red  A. Knopf, 1961), pp. 323-451 .“
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workers as well  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  "permanently  utemployed" o f  
the  working c l a s s . 96 Perhaps  th e  e a r l i e s t  f c r m u la t i o n  of  
the  r o l e  o f  t h e  working c l a s s  unemployed in  s u p p o r t i n g  
c o n s e r v a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  was c o n ta in e d  i n  the  Marxian 
id e a  of  t h e  lum penrro l e t a r i a t .  The Lumpen p r o l e t a r i a t  
comprised th o se  long time members of the  r e s e r v e  army of 
l a b o u r  who were t h e  most h o p e le s s  and t h e  most i s o l a t e d  from 
working c l a s s  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  In t im es  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  
t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  would be prone to r e c r u i tm e n t  by p o l i t i c a l  
f o r c e s  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e i r  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .
None of t h e s e  t h r e e  t h e o r i s t s  produced any e i p i r i c a l  da ta  
on th e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  j o b l e s s .  The p r e s e n t  endeavour  t o  do 
so w i l l  beg in  by i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  n a tu r e  of  unemployment in  
lieimar Germany.
There were two c au se s  of unemployment i n  th e  Weimar 
economy: cne was r e l a t e d  to  the  normal b u s i n e s s  c y c l e ,
endemic t o  any c a p i t a l i s t  economy. The o t h e r  was 
s t r u c t u r a l ,  the  e f f e c t  of t h e  no t  y e t  completed 
m od e rn i sa t io n  p ro c e s s  t h a t  demanded r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of  
i n d u s t r y ,  unemployment was to  grow e s p e c i a l l y  s e v e r e  i n  t h e
l a s t  y ears  of  t h e  Weimar Bepublic  ------ see  Tables  27,  c h a p t e r
I I I ,  and 42 ,  c h a p te r  IV ----- but was never a b s e n t .
While t h e  economy zecovered between 1924 and 1928, t h e  
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  i n d u s t r y  kept  th e  j o b l e s s  l e v e l  r a t h e r  
h ig h .  For i n s t a n c e ,  in  1925 i t  was n in e  p e r c e n t . 97 During
96 William K crnhauser ,  The P o l i t i c s  of  bass  S o c ie ty
[Glencoe: Free  P r e s s ,  1959), p. 162.
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most of the  i n f l a t i o n  p e r io d ,  i . e .  b e fo r e  1924, unemployment 
had been r e l a t i v e l y  s l i g h t ,  only  assuming s e v e r e  p r o p o r t io n s  
in  1923.*® That  year  t h e r e  were r e p o r t s  of severe  
j o b l e s s n e s s  i n  some p l a c e s ;  t h e  New York Times c a r r i e d  a 
r e p o r t  from Germany t h a t :  "Every t h i r d  man i c  Cologne . . .
e i t h e r  out  o f  work o r  on p a r t  s c h e d u l e . " 99 At l e a s t  two 
m i l l io n  workers  were made redundan t  from th e  
r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n . 100 A demographic f a c t o r  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  
to  unemployment: a l a r g e  coh o r t  born b e fo re  t h e  war a t t a i n e d  
m a tu r i ty  between 1924 and 1 9 3 1 . Thi s  group of young 
p e o p le ,  many o f  them unemployed, were cf  p o l i t i c a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  In sum, from 1925 t o  1930 th e  working 
p o p u la t io n  i n c r e a s e d  by nea r ly  two m i l l i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  
the  two m i l l i o n  made j o b l e s s  by the r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n . 102
97 From the  1925 cen su s ;  ICPSE da ta  s e t .
98 According to  o f f i c i a l  d a ta  pub l ished  i n  Schm idt ,  German
B usiness  C y c le s , p .  131.
99 New York T i n e s . 21 Cctcber  1923, p. 2 : 1 .
Since th e  c u r re n cy  c r i s i s  had a f f e c t e d  food su p p ly ,  as 
d i s c u s s e d  in  c o n n ec t io n  with the  f a rm e rs ,  t h e r e  were food 
r i o t s  d a r in g  1923, in  Leipzig  and B e r l i n .  Hew York 
Times. 13 October  1923, p .  3 :6 ;  "b read  r i o t "  i n  B e r l i n ,  
Mew York T i n e s . 16 Cctcber  1923, p. 1 :2 .  The unemployed 
might have made up a l a r g e  c o n t in g e n t  c f  th e se
d e m o n s t r a to r s  s i n c e  they  were i n  the  wors t  p o s i t i o n  to
pay f o r  c o n s t a n t l y  r i s i n g  food p r i c e s .
100 E s t im a te  by S t a t i s t i s c h e s  Beichsamt;  i n  Schm id t ,  German 
f u s i B e s s  Cycles  1918-1933. p. 107.
101 I b i d . .  p . 108.
102 I b i d . .  p. 109.
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He now tu r n  to  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d a ta  to s e e  whether t h e  
assum pt ions  about  th e  unemployed forming a b a s i s  of suppor t  
f o r  the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  a re  w a r ra n te d .  The c o e f f i c i e n t s  
f o r  c o r r e l a t i c n s  between the  t h r e e  f i r s t  N a t io c a l  S o c i a l i s t  
v o t e s ,  as well  a s  t h e  two i n t e r v e n i n g  changes in th e  v o te s ,  
a re  t a b u l a t e d  i n  Table  11. Such d a ta  fo r  th e  KPD, th e  SPO 
and th e  ZP are  a l s o  i n c l u d e d . 103
From the  s t a t i s t i c s  in  Table 11 i t  i s  a p p a re n t  t h a t  t h e  
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  or the  v o lk i s c h  b lo c  of Nazis and DVFP 
c a n d i d a t e s ,  performed ex trem ely  w e l l  with  t h e  unemployed. 
Their  vote  of  Hay 192<i produced a s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  with 
the j o b l e s s  o f  . 2 9 .  The p a r t y ' s  vote  in  t h e  second e l e c t i o n  
in 1924 t r i g g e r s  a n o th e r  s t ro n g  c o r r e l a t i o n .
Both of the  v o lk i s c h  p a r t i e s  d id  wel l  in  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  
su pp o r t  of the  j o b l e s s :  th roughou t  t h e  1920s t h e  N at iona l
S o c i a l i s t  movement was the  p reem inen t  abso rb e r  of 
unemployed, e x ce p t  in  1928, while  t h e  o t h e r  r i g h t i s t  p a r t y ,  
the  DNVP, was second (1920 .0 3 ;  Hay 1924 .1 8 ;  tecember 1924
»03 j h e  unemployment v a r i a b l e  r e l i e s  on t h e  c e c su s  da ta  of 
1925 th r o u g h o u t  the  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  The unemployment 
r a t e  f l u c t u a t e d  th rough  the  ie im ar  y e a r s .  However, to  
an i m p o r t a n t  e x t e n t  th e  demographic p a t t e r n  of  
unemployment might n o t  have changed much d u r in g  t h i s  e r a  
in  t h a t  t h e r e  was no a c c e l l e r a t i o n  cf  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  p ro c e s s  u n t i l  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  beginning  
in  1934. The e r a  was a l s o  plagued by a g e n e r a l l y  high 
l e v e l  of  unemployment.
While t h e  census  year  of 1925 was one of  high 
unemployment, with  a n a t i o n a l  mean o f  n in e  p e rc e n t  of 
th e  p o p u la t io n  ou t  of  work, t h i s  s t a t i s t i c a l  base  i s  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  somewhat narrow. The problem of t h e  
e c o l o g i c a l  f a l l a c y  ought  t h e r e f o r e  to  be bcrne  in  mind 
as th e  da ta  on t h e  j o b l e s s  a re  e v a l u a t e d .  See Appendix 
E: Data Hanagement, t h e  unemployed.
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Table  11; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and 
unemployed,  1920-1928
Eearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  c ta n g e  
of  vo te  1920/24 th rough  1924/28, a td  
p e rc e n ta g e  v o te s  1920 th rough 1928 
of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  w i th  p e rc e n ta g e  
unemployed.
NSDAE KPD SPD ZP
June 1920 e l e c t i o n - . 0 2 - 12 - . 2 4
Xchange 1920/24 _ .01 - . 0  9 .04
Hay 1924 e l e c t i o n .2 9 .0 1 . 0 9 - . 2 5
Kchange 1924/24 .26 - . 0 1 .1 8 - .  12
December 1924 e lec* n .25 .0 1 .  13 - .2 5
Xchange 1924/28 - . 2 0 - . 0  2 .21 .09
Hay 1928 e l e c t i o n .06 - . 0 0 .1 8 - .  18
| Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
j c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1026 < N < 1C61. j
i----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- j
.2 1 ;  1928 . 1 8 ) .  As t h e  da ta  on th e  worki tg  c l a s s  had
i n d i c a t e d ,  n e i t h e r  of t h e s e  two p a r t i e s  did well  with t h e  
workers .  The a b i l i t y  of t h e s e  r i g h t  wing p a r t i e s  t o  win t h e  
s u p p o r t  of the  unemployed i s  i n  harmony w i th  t h e  h y p o th e s is  
of t h e  Lumpen p r o l e t a r i a t .  Since on ly  a c e r t a i n  p o r t io n  of  
unemployed workers  would be c h a r a c t e r i s e d  as lumpen, many of  
them, and p robab ly  a m a jo r i t y  o f  them, could  be expec ted  t o  
e x h i b i t  t h e  same p o l i t i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  as  employed workers ,  
and vo te  p red o m inan t ly  fo r  the  two p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  l e f t . 1**4
104 Kele, in h i s  work on the  r e l a t i o n  between th e  N at iona l  
S o c i a l i s t s  and the  w orke rs ,  in  Nazis and Workers, 
d eve lops  t h e  argument  t h a t  t h e  Nazis lad re c e iv e d
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Because of the  g r e a t  numbers of t h e  working c l a s s  in  t h e  
ranks  o f  t h e  j o b l e s s ,  t h e  SED and th e  KPD would be expec ted  
to  do v e i l  in  a r e a s  of  unemployment. Uhi le  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
f o r  the  SED conform to t h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  th o s e  of  t h e  KPD 
su g g e s t  no c o r r e l a t i o n  with th e  unemployed.
In  o r d e r  to  examine the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  v o te  in  a r e a s  of  va ry ing  l e v e l s  of  unemployment, 
Table  12 t a b u l a t e s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  v c te  p e rc e n ta g e s  acco rd in g  to  
t h e  unemployment r a t e  o f  th e  K re i s e . In  a d d i t i o n ,  vote  
changes  between e l e c t i o n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d ,  as a r c  da ta  on t h e  
KPD, th e  SPE and th e  ZE.
T able  12 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  the  rew v o lk i s c h
fo rm a t io n  he ld  f o r  t h e  unemployed i n  May 1924 ----- th e  h igher
th e  j o b l e s s  r a t e ,  t h e  h igher  t h e  l e v e l  of N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
s u p p o r t .  In d ee d ,  th e  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  in  
Kre isen  w i th  t h e  h i g h e s t  unemployment was tw ice  t h e i r  
av e rag e .  In  th e  second e l e c t i o n  the  Nazi grouping aga in  
a t t r a c t e d  a h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  a r e a s  where t h e  
p r o p o r t io n  of j o b l e s s  was h ig h ,  b u t  fo u r  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  the
c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  NSDAP vo te  and unemployment was
weak, a s  t h e  low ETA value  of .1  i n d i c a t e s .  Even s o ,  t h e
NSDAE vo te  in  1928 was s t i l l  h e a v i e s t  in a reas  o f  t h e
g r e a t e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  of j o b l e s s .
s u b s t a n t i a l  su p p o r t  from t h e  working c l a s s .  Given t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  workers* su p p o r t  fo r  t h e  p a r t i e s  of  t h e  
l e f t ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  p r e s e n t  d a t a ,  o n ly  a m inor i ty  
of workers could  have su p p o r te d  the  NSDAP.
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Ufele_12 : P a r ty  v c te  v s .  
1920-1928
unemployed. p e rc e n ta g e s  |
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  changes of  v c te s  
1920/24 th rough 1924/28,  and 
p e rc e n ta g e  v c t e s  1920 th rough  1928 c f  
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The app ea l  t h a t  t h e  Nazi p r o t e s t  grouping tad  held  f o r  
the  unemployed i n  1924 had been tempered by the  s l i g h t l y  
improving economy dur ing  th e  f o l lo w in g  four  y e a r s .  fit th e  
time o f  th e  Nay 1928 e l e c t i o n  the  economic c y c l e  vas j u s t  a 
few months away from the  l a s t  Weimar peak, and the  o f f i c i a l  
unemployment r a t e  was about  a m i l l i o n ,  as  Table  27 of  th e  
fo l lo w in g  c h a p t e r  i n d i c a t e s .  I t  app ea rs  t h a t  in  1928 th e  
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y ,  the  SPD, f a r e d  r e l a t i v e l y ,  
and of  c o u r s e  a b s o l u t e l y ,  t e t t e r  w i th  th e  j o b l e s s  than the  
anti-Weimar p a r t y ,  t h e  NSEAP. The 1928 e l e c t i c n  marked the
l a s t  Weimar t r iumph of  t h e  SPD.
The r e l a t i v e  su c c e s s  of  the  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  in
winning th e  t a c k in g  of  th e  j o b l e s s  i n  1924 had come w ithout
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any p a r t i c u l a r  a p p e a l s  t o  t h i s  group. The p a r t y  was s t i l l  
f a i r l y  new a t  t h a t  t im e  and under i t s  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  ban on t h e  p a r ty  (which s i g h t  n o t  
have been a p o l i t i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n ) ,  i t  was s t i l l  deve lop ing  
i t s  propaganda a p p a r a t u s .  Not u u t i l  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  1928 
e l e c t i o n  d id  the  NSDAP d i r e c t l y  address  the  unesp lo yed .
Who were th e s e  unesployed t h a t  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  
had won over?  Here th ey  th e  unesp loyed  of  t h e  working c l a s s  
or t h e  middle c l a s s ?  I f  they  were of  t h e  working c l a s s ,
they  might well  have teen  the  long term unemployed ----- who
c o n ta in e d  the  lumpen e lem ents  ------  s i n c e  the N at iona l
S o c i a l i s t s  had no t  done wel l  with  t h e  o rd in a ry  workers .  The 
long term j o b l e s s  s u f f e r e d  from the  s t r u c t u r a l  d e f i c ie n c y  of 
the leiraar  economy and f e l l  v ic t im  t o  th e  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of  
i n d u s t r y  which tock speed with th e  upturn  o f  the  economy 
from 1924.
A p o r t io n  o f  t h i s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  has been r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  
the  lumpen p r o l e t a r i a t  in N a rx is t  a n a ly s e s .  T h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  
"ought to "  have b u i l t  towards  1928 i n  p a r a l l e l  with t h e  
improvement in  t h e  economy. As they  d id  n o t  f in d  t h e i r  
c o n d i t i o n s  improving i n  s p i t e  o f  th e  g e n e r a l ly  f e t t e r  t i n e s ,  
they  " sh o u ld "  have become i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t h e  
e x t r e m i s t  p o l i t i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r t i e s ,  
i . e .  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s .  P e a r s o n ' s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  r e v e a l  
t h a t  t h e  SPD s l i g h t l y  improved t h e i r  j o b le s s  backing with 
each e l e c t i o n  while  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  d e c l in e d
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c o n s i d e r a b l y .  But a s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  rem ains :  t b e  N a t iona l
S o c i a l i s t  j o b l e s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were tb e  s t r o n g e s t  of  a l l  
p a r t i e s  in  Hay and December 1924. While the  NSDAP bad only 
the  s i x t h  s t r o n g e s t  with th e  1928 e l e c t i o n ,  t b e i r  v o lk i s c h  
r e l a t i o n  and f e l lo w  Weimar p r o t e s t  p a r t y ,  the  DBVP, produced 
th e  s t r o n g e s t  c o e f f i c i e n t ,  a t  . 1 6 .
The Nazi Luapen p r o l e t a r i a t  h y p o th e s i s  wocld b e s t  be 
t e s t e d  i n  1928, a year  which had longterm j o b l e s s  under 
c o n d i t i o n s  of  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y .  With t h a t  e l e c t i o n  t h e  
Nazi j o b l e s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  d e c l in e d  and s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s  
produced b e t t e r  c o e f f i c i e n t s  w ith  the  unemployed than th e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s . * 0 9  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  SPD took t h e  
bulk of t h e  unemployed working c l a s s  vote in  the  1928 
e l e c t i o n  t h a t  was t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  t r ium ph s in c e  1919. The 
N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o te  was a l s o  s m a l l e r  than  even the  KPD's 
in a l l  a r e a s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e s e  o f  h i g h e s t  unemplcyment.
The second e x p la n a t i o n  r e g a r d in g  th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s '  
unemployed s u p p o r t e r s  — -  t h a t  t h e s e  unemployed might have
tee n  mainly of t h e  middle c l a s s  ----- i s  as f e l l o w s :  The
Nazis d id  w e l l  in  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  middle c l a s s  
in  1924, and t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  middle c l a s s  
unemployment. The middle c l a s s  with  unemployment r e v e a l s  a 
s t r o n g  Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t  cf . 6 4 . ‘ 0ft The s u p e r i n f l a t i o n
i o s  i h e  1928 DNVP vote  has  a Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t  of .18  with 
the  unemployed; SPD .1 8 ;  The German N a t io n a l  Hiddle 
C las s  P a r ty  . 1 5 ;  th e  German P e o p l e ' s  P a r ty  (DUP) . 1 2 ;  
t h e  P e o p l e ' s  B ig h ts  Par ty  .1 0 ;  th e  German Democrat ic  
P a r ty  . 0 9 ;  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  . 0 6 ;  " o th e r s "  .0 2 ;  
the  KPD - . 0 0 4 .
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had h i t  t h e  middle c l a s s  hard  in  1923, and th e  r a t e  of 
b u s i n e s s  f a i l u r e s  k e p t  r i s i n g  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r s - 107 
C h i ld e r s  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  o f  i n d c s t r y  had h i t  
the white c o l l a r  s e c t o r  ha rd  and t h a t  white c o l l a r  
unemployment remained h igh th ro ug h ou t  the  1 9 2 0 s .108 Union 
o f f i c i a l s  had e s t im a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  commercial s e c t o r ,  one 
g u a r t e r  o f  a l l  w hi te  c o l l a r  p e r s o n n e l  had been made 
redundan t  i n  1924-5 a l o n e ,  whi le  in  banking ,  one hundred and 
f i f t y  thousand  employees were l a i d  o f f  be tweer  th e  end c f  
1923 and t h e  s p r in g  of  1 9 2 5 -109 But while  t h e  middle c l a s s  
s u f f e r e d  unemployment, t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  the  i d l e  m i l l i o n s  
were those  of  th e  working c l a s s .  However, th e  working c l a s s  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  accustomed t o  p e r i o d i c  red u n d a n c ie s ;  t h e  middle 
c l a s s  unemployed were more l i k e l y  t o  have s o u c h t  a r a d i c a l  
r i g h t  wing p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  under t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  of  1923-5, w h i le  t h e  working c l a s s  j o b l e s s  were 
more l i k e l y  t o  have su p p o r te d  the  SED, given t h a t  p a r t y ' s  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f a i r l y  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  i n  a r e a s  of 
unemployment.
1 0 6  i h e  i n d u s t r i a l  workers w ith  unemployment r e v e a l  a 
c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  - . 0 5 .  Ihe fa rm ers  and farmworkers ,  who 
were n o t  in c lu d ed  in unemployment s t a t i s t i c s ,  produce a 
c o e f f i c i e n t  of  - . 3 9 ,  and urban r e s i d e n t s  produce a va lue  
c f  .4 2 .
107 Schmidt ,  German B us iness  C y c le s .  1924 to  1933. p. 221.
108 C h i l d e r s ,  The Nazi V o t e r , p .  166.
io» Ulf K a d r i t z k e ,  f t p g e s t e l l t e  -  Die q e d u ld icen  k r b e i t e r ; 
2 n r_ S Q S lo lo g ie „ jan d _ so z ialefl_ Bewegupq der  I n o e s t e l l t e n , 
F r a n k f u r t ,  1975, p. 353, i n  C h i l d e r s ,  Ihe  Nazi ¥o t e r , p. 
166.
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  the  unemployment r a t e  vas very  high i n  t h e  
sp r in g  of 1924 .110 While t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  had 
r e c e i v e d  weak su p p o r t  from t h e  working c l a s s  hut f a i r l y  
s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  from tb e  middle c l a s s ,  t h e  p a r t y  probably 
a t t r a c t e d  many o f  th e  middle c l a s s  j o b l e s s .  S ince  t h e  
working c l a s s  unemployed outnumbered th o s e  of the middle 
c l a s s ,  and th e  Nazis had done e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  we l l  in  t h e  
a r e a s  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  unemployment, th e  p a r t y  probably 
re c e iv e d  s u p p o r t  from working c l a s s  j o b l e s s  as  wel l .
Ih e  unemployed workers in c lu d e d  th e  lumpen e lem ents ;  
while  1928 may be the  b e s t  t e s t  o f  the  L um penp ro le ta r ia t  
h y p o t h e s i s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c r i s i s  o f  th e  economy was a l r e a d y  
of some v in ta g e  in  1924 and had t h e r e f o r e  a l r e a d y  engendered 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  numbers cf  long term unemployed. The lumpen 
e le m e n ts ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  in  1924 and were 
probably  a p a r t  o f  those  unemployed who v o ted  fo r  t h e  
Na t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s .
is i  Bgiiaigs
The two main r e l i g i o u s  ccmmunities have r e c e iv e d  r e l a t i v e l y  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  from s t u d e n t s  of  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
movement. T h is  has no t  p reven ted  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a 
near  consensus  among s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  t h a t  t b e  NSEAP had a 
l a r g e r  su p p o r t  base  among P r o t e s t a n t s  th a n  among C a t h o l i c s ,  
in  a b s o l u t e  as we l l  as  i n  r e l a t i v e  t e rm s .  The C a th o l i c s
110 S ta t f j^ t^ sches .Jah rfcuch  fu r  das d eu tsch e  Bei c h : ____192 4-25
(B e r l in :  Verlag von Beimar Bobbing, 1925-33), p. 299.
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comprised t h i r t y - s i x  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a t  t h e  time 
of t h e  1925 c e n s u s .  I t  was a r i t h m e t i c a l l y  p o s s ib l e  to  b u i ld  
a mass movement w ithout  the  su p p o r t  o f  th e  C a t h o l i c s ,  but  
ha rd ly  p r a c t i c a l l y  p o s s i b l e .  Since th e  Nazis  sough t  to  
b u i ld  such a movement they  needed t o  e l i c i t  some p o r t i o n  of 
su p p o r t  from a l l  major groups;  th e  C a t h o l i c s  c c t l d  t h e r e f o r e  
not be d i s m is s e d .
The Nazis encoun tered  s e v e r a l  o b s t a c l e s  in  t h e i r  a t t e m p t  
to win t h e  su p p o r t  o f  C a t h o l i c s ,  not  tbe  l e a s t  cf which were 
the  e x p l i c i t l y  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  Nazi l e a d e r s  in  
the  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  t h e  p a r t y .  J u l i u s  S t r e i c h e r  had in  th o se  
days made vehement a t t a c k s  on C a th o l i c s  i n  c o n n e c t io n  with 
h i s  v i r u l e n t  a n t i s e m i t i s m . 1 Ludendorff ,  who had launched 
the  Munich pu tsch  a t t e m p t  t o g e th e r  with H i t l e r  in  November 
1922 and who was a member of  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
g roup ing ,  spoke in  d i a t r i b e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  c lu rc h  a t  h i s  
t r i a l . 112 The Nazi o r i e n t a t i o n  towards  tb e  C a th o l i c s  
embodied one of  th e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Nazi appea l :  while  
t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  s t a n c e  won them th e  
su p p o r t  o f  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  e le m e n t s ,  i t  d im in ish ed  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of  f a s h io n in g  a mass movement. Perhaps in  t h e  
r e a l i s a t i o n  of t h i s  problem H i t l e r  not  only d i s s o c i a t e d  
h im se l f  from L udendorff*s  s t a t e m e n t s  in  1925, but  a l s o
111 Geoffrey  P r id h a n ,  Hi t l e r * s  E is e  t o  Power:__The Nazi
Movement in B a v a r ia.  192 3 -1933 {New York: harper  6~fiow,
1973), pp. 1*16-183.
112 D. J .  Goodspeed, Ludendorff :  S o l d i e r . D i c t a t o r .
B ev o lu t io n a ry  {London: Bupert  H a r t -D a v i s ,  1966), p.
245; i n  Hamil ton,  8ho Toted fo r  H i t l e r , p. 371.
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e x p e l l e d  a d i s t r i c t  l e a d e r  from the  p a r ty  who had r e f u s e d  to  
c ease  h i s  a n t i - c h u r c h  a t t a c k s . 113
Another o b s t a c l e  was th e  v i r t u a l  un i ted  f r o n t  of  t h e  
Zentrua  and Bavarian  People*s p a r t i e s  a g a i n s t  the NSDAP in  
C a th c l i c  a r e a s ,  su p p o r ted  by th e  c h u r c h . 1**
He may now examine the  c o n f e s s i o n a l  b a s i s  o f  the  N a t ion a l  
S o c i a l i s t  v o te s  in  the  1920s: Table 13 p r e s e n t s  t h e
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  v o t e s ,  and 
changes of  v o t e s ,  of  the  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  the KPD, th e  
SPD and th e  Zentrua) .119
The Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s  do not  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  
c o n v e n t io n a l  u n de rs tan d in g  c f  t h e  s l i g h t l y  p r o - E r o t e s t a n t 116
113 J .  R. C. B r ig h t ,  The P o l i t i c a l  A t t i t u d e s  cf  t h e  German
P r o t e s t a n t  Church l e a d e r s h i p 1918-1933 [London: Oxford
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1974), pp. 7 9 - ;  Klaus S c h o ld e r ,  Die
Kirchen und das D r i t t e  R e ich . [ F r a n k f u r t :  Propylaen
V er lag ,  1S77), v o l . 1 ,  p t . 1 ,  i b i d . . p . 602.
114 I b i d . .  p. 371.
Hamil ton a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t :  "One must a l s o  no te  t h a t  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a r t  of t h e  lower middle c l a s s  would have 
voted f o r  t h e  Center  p a r t y .  In  g e n e r a l ,  th e  C a th o l i c  
p e rc e n ta g e  i n  Germany dec reased  as  one ascended the  
c l a s s  h i e r a r c h y .  At t h e  same time t h e  degree  of 
a l l e g i a n c e  t o  or involvement  with th e  church  i n c r e a s e d  
with c l a s s  l e v e l . "  i b i d . . p .  48.
Hamil ton does not r e f e r  t c  so u rc es  of d a ta .  I f  h i s  
c o n t e n t i o n s  a r e  c o r r e c t  i t  meant t h a t  tb e  NSDAP had 
c o m p e t i t io n  from the 2entrum f o r  a c o n s id e r a b le  p a r t  of 
the  lower middle  c l a s s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  The d a ta  on th e  
middle c l a s s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  t h i s  group was a major base  
of  t h e  Nazis in  1924. The d a ta  in "Modified R e p l i c a t i o n  
of  Loomis* and Beegles* s t u d y , "  c h a p te r s  I I I  and IV, 
w i l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  working c l a s s  in  C a th o l i c  a r e a s  
vo ted  h e a v i ly  f o r  the  SPD and t h e  KPD.
i t s  see  "Data  Management, t h e  C a t h o l i c s , "  Appendix E-
116 Since  th e  r e l i g i o u s  v a r i a b l e  i s  n e a r l y  dichotomous ----
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Table  13: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and
C a t h o l i c s ,  1920-1928
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  changes 
c f  v o te s  1920/24 th rough  1924/28, and 
p e rc e n ta g e  v o te s  1920 th rough  1928 of  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rc e n ta g e  
C a t h o l i c .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
June 1920 e l e c t i o n - - .  08 - . 6 7 .5 7
Kchange 1920/24 — - .  14 . 4 C - .  13
Hay 1924 e l e c t i o n - . 1 6 - .  18 - . 6 1 .59
Xchange 1924/24 .00 .08 - . 3 5 .06
1924 December - . 3 2 - .  17 - . 6 4 -58
Xchange 1924/29 .21 - . 2 4 - . 2 3 .44
Hay 1928 e l e c t i o n - . 1 1 - . 2 5 - . 6 5 .93
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the above t a b l e v a r i e d  f r o s
c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ; 1020 < N < 1060.
o r i e n t a t i o n  of N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  s u p p o r t .  Of the  two 
l e f t i s t  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  SPD has c l e a r l y  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  n e g a t iv e  
v a lu e s  even though th e  p a r t y  e n t e r e d  i n to  n a t i o n a l  
c o a l i t i o n s  with  t h e  Z e n t ru a ,  whose vo tes  y ie ld e d  t h e  
e x p ec ted  s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s .  The n e g a t iv e  va lues  o f  t h e
C a t h o l i c s  and P r o t e s t a n t s  t o g e t h e r  c o n p r is ed  97.97% of  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  acco rd ing  to  the  1925 census  d a ta
in c lu d e d  in  t h e  ICFSB d a ta  s e t  ----- c lo s e  approx im at ions
of t h e  p a r t i e s *  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  with 
P r o t e s t a n t s  can  be o b ta in e d  th roughou t  the p re s e n t  s tu d y  
by r e v e r s i n g  th e  v a l u e s .  f o r  example ,  a c o e f f i c i e n t  
with C a t h o l i c s  of  - . 4 0  c o r re sp o n d s  to  a c o e f f i c i e n t  with 
P r o t e s t a n t s  o f  c lo s e  to  .4 0 .
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KPD resem ble  th o se  o f  th e  SPE. But the  C a th o l i c s  were not  
as s t r o n g l y  anti -SPD as  th ey  were anti-KPD; as t h e  d a ta  of 
c h a p t e r s  I I I  and IV w i l l  r e v e a l ,  t h e  KPD had i t s  C a th o l i c  
co re  of  su p p o r t  in  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s .
I h e  r e l a t i v e l y  weaker n e g a t iv e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  fo r  Hay 1929 and 1928 c o in c id e  w i th  th e  h e a v i ly
C a th o l i c  s o u t h  B avar ia  being  70.951 C a t h o l i c  l en d in g
the  Nazis th e  s t r o n g e s t  r e g i o n a l  su pp o r t  i n  th o s e  e l e c t i o n s .  
Ihe  s t r o n g e r  c o e f f i c i e n t  of  - . 3 2  in  December fo l low ed  a 
r e g i o n a l  s h i f t  toward the  n o r t h .
Compared with t h e  o t h e r  v c lk i s c h  p a r t y ,  t h e  DNVP, 
C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  Nazis appea rs  to  have been weak; 
the  former had a C a th o l i c  c o e f f i c i e n t  of - . 6 0  in  Hay 1929. 
I h e  v o te s  o f  the  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  DVP and the  DEP, a l s o  
i n d i c a t e d  weaker c o r r e l a t i o n s  with C a th o l i c s  than  th o se  of 
the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s ;  t h e  DVP and the  EDP y i e ld e d  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  of - . 9 8  and - . 9 2  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  with t h e  May 
1929 v o te .
He now t u r n  to  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  the  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  
v o t e s :  The p e rc e n ta g e s  of  v o te s  and changes o f  v o te s  of  t h e
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  the  KPD, th e  SED and Zentrum a cc o rd ing  
to  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  C a th o l i c  p o p u la t io n  a re  p re s e n te d  in  Table  
19.
i s  Table  19 shows, t h e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  vote  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  in  flay 1929 resem bles  t h a t  o f  th e  KPE. Both 
t h e s e  sm a l l  p a r t i e s  managed to  ge t  l e v e l s  of su p p o r t  in  t h e
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T ab le  14; P a r ty  vo te  vs- C a t h o l i c s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  
1920-1926
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  changes of v c te s  
1920/24 th rough  1924/28, and 
p e rc e n ta g e  v o te s  1920 through 1928 c f  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with p e rc en ta g e  
C a th o l i c .
8SDAP
May change Dec*r change May
1924 24/24 1924 54/28 1928
{lean 7 .70 r'*0 •&1 3 .50 - 0 .4 3 3.14
0-536 Cath 9.11 - 4 .0 3 4.79 - 1 .4 4 3.52
05. 1-10 8.62 - 4 .  13 4.49 -1 .3 9 3.11
10-1-20 7 .72 - 3 .9 8 3.39 -0 .3 8 3-22
20 .1 -3 0 7 .84 - 4 .0 2 3.81 - 0 .3 2 3.49
30- 1-40 7 .83 - 4 .4 5 3.38 0.45 3.92
40 .1 -5 0 6.43 - 3 . 8 7 2.56 1.36 3.67
50-1-60 6.05 -3 .8 6 2.19 1.34 3.35
60. 1-70 6.00 - 3 .6 7 2.33 0.65 2.95
70 .1 -8 0 6.42 -4 .0 6 2-36 0.57 2.93
80 .1 -90 6 .35 - 4 .3 8 2 .47 0.35 2.79
9 0 .1 -100 5.65 -4 .0 4 1.53 0.55 2.09
ETA . 174 .033 .332 .254 . 132
{K=1049) 11044) 11045) |1045) £ 106 0
KPD
June change May change Bec 'r change May |
1920 20/54 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928 |
Mean 1.75 7.53 9.48 - 3 .0 8 6.41 0.25 6 . 7 6 1
00 .0 -05 2. 29 8. 15 10.54 - 3 .  18 7.36 0.48 7.92I
05 .1 -10 1.42 8.39 10.58 - 3 .2 0 7.39 1.33 8.711
10.1-20 1.65 7.41 9.84 - 3 .  13 6.71 1.21 8 .0 3 |
20 .1 -30 1.49 8.02 9 .52 -3 .2 1 6-31 0-50 6 .8 1 |
30 .1 -40 1.27 8.29 9.56 - 3 .6 8 5.87 0.07 6 .0 2 |
40 .1 -50 1.67 9.51 11.19 - 3 .9 6 7.22 0.32 8 .6 4 |
50 .1 -60 2.36 9.32 11.68 - 4 .3 2 7.36 0.43 8 .33 |
6 0 .1 -70 1.52 8.35 9.88 - 3 .  14 6.73 -0 .2 7 6.46)
70 .1 -8 0 0.65 5.57 6.22 -2 .  10 4.12 0.46 4 .58 |
80 .1-90 1.70 7.53 9.24 - 3 .5 0 5.74 -0 .5 6 5 .1 8 |
90 .1 -100 1.37 5.02 6 .39 - 2 .  14 4.25 - 1 .  12 3 .1 4 |

















0 0 . 0  
05. 1 
10 .1  









. 142 . 202 .216 .169 .195 .274 .275
(11=1022) (1022) (1050) (1050) (1050) (1050) (1060
SED
June change May change D ec 'r change May
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
33. 13 -1 4 .28 18.38 4. 64 23.01 3-53 26.51
05 41.37 -1 7 .34 23.50 5 .28 28.73 4.43 33.13
10 42.08 -1 7 .7 6 23.42 6 .13 29.55 4.46 34.00
20 39.35 -1 4 .95 23.50 5.90 29.40 4.03 33-57
30 37.44 - 1 4 .  66 21.95 4 .90 26 = 85 3.45 30.30
40 34.49 -1 3 .9 6 19.94 4 .45 24.40 3- 18 27.59
50 30.47 -13 .99 15.87 4. 74 20.61 1.04 22.02
60 30.21 -1 4 .2 2 15.36 4.34 19.70 2.40 22.56
70 26.01 -1 1 .4 5 13.90 3.61 17.50 1.41 18.92
80 20.88 -1 0 .  44 9.94 3 .2 5 13.19 1.69 14.88
90 20.97 -10 .6 9 9.86 3 .41 13.27 3.08 16.35
100 16.71 —08.77 7.55 2 .59 10.12 2.60 12.76
.676 .409 .619 .375 .649 .282 .661
(11=1022) (1021) 11049) (1048) (1049) (1043) (1059
ZE
June change May change Dec 'r change May
1920 20/24 1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
14. 17 - 0 .0 5 13.82 0.35 14.17 5.44 19.55
05 0.68 0. 17 0.84 0. 16 1.01 -0 .1 2 0.88
10 2.20 0. 22 2.51 0 .  18 2.69 -0 .07 2.62
20 6.40 0.21 6.37 0.31 6.68 0.24 6.88
30 12. 10 0.23 12.20 0. 17 12.36 2.07 14.44
40 15.40 1.33 16.73 0.71 17.44 2.37 19.66
50 21.71 0.99 22.70 0.54 23.24 4.25 27.02
60 26.78 0.30 27.08 1.05 28.12 4.22 31-94
70 32. 14 - 0 .6 8 31.46 1.04 32.50 8.23 40.72
80 3 2-37 0.68 33-06 0 .25 33-30 13.67 46-97
90 37.91 -1 .7 1 36.19 0.92 37.11 10.86 47.98
100 31. 17 - 0 . 8 8 30.30 0.28 30.53 20.97 51.55
.595 .210 .615 .131 .602 .456 .932
(N=1022) (1022) (1050) (1050) (1050) (1050) (1060
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nos t  h e a v i ly  C a th o l i c  a r e a s  t h a t  were no t  much below t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  aean v o t e s .  i i t h  a s a a l l  a b s o l u t e  base  i t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  th e  v o tes  of 
P r o t e s t a n t s  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  a r e a s .  However/ the  P e a r s o n ' s  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  Table  12 i n d i c a t e d  r e l a t i v e l y  low C a th o l i c  
r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  Nazis  compared to th e  r i g h t  wing DNVP, th e  
two l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s  o r  t h e  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  l e f t ,  a l though  
l e s s  so f o r  the  KPD. However, t h e  SPD, whcse ETA va lue  
i n d i c a t e s  very weak su p p o r t  from C a t h o l i c s ,  n o n e th e le s s  
r e c e iv e d  s i x t e e n  p e r c e n t  of  th e  vo te  in  a r e a s  in which over 
90% of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  were C a t h o l i c s .  The SPD must 
t h e r e f o r e  have r e c e i v e d  some C a th o l i c  s u p p o r t .  This  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  had a p c s s i t i l i t y  of 
winning C a th o l i c  s u p p o r t  s i n c e  tbe ETA v a lu e  l o r  the  Nazi 
v o tes  p o in t  t c  a l e v e l  of  r e s i s t a n c e  towards t h e  Nazis lower 
than  t h a t  towards th e  SPD.
As w i l l  become e v id e n t  f ro n  t h e  da ta  of the fo l low ing  
c h a p t e r s ,  C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  
i n t e n s i f i e d  b e fo r e  t h e  end of  t h e  Heimar y e a r s .  A p o s s ib l e  
e x p la n a t io n  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  low n e g a t iv e  C a th o l ic  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e  Nazis in  th e  1920s w i l l  be d i s c u s se d  in  
conn ec t ion  with t h e  r e g i o n s .
As Table  14 shows. N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  l o s s e s  in  December 
o c cu r red  e v en ly  a c r o s s  tbe  two r e l i g i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s .  In 
1928 Nazi c o n c e s s io n s  were s l i g h t l y  t i l t e d  toward P r o t e s t a n t  
a r e a s .  The SPD and t h e  KPD both have s t r o n g  n eg a t iv e
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C a th o l i c  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  t h a t  become s t r o n g e r  th rough  th e  
decade .  Hhi le  i n d u s t r y  t o  a h igh  deg ree  l o c a t e d  in  C a th o l i c  
l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  t h e  m a jo r i t y  of  i n d u s t r y  was in P r o t e s t a n t  
r e g i o n s .  The i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s  formed the  b a s i s  of  
th e  su p p o r t  f o r  th e  l e f t .
2*7 The Be q io n s
i s  no ted  in  c h a p t e r  1 ,  t h e  p ro cess  of m o d e rn isa t io n  was no t  
ye t  completed i n  the  Heimar e r a .  The s t i l l  l a r g e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  was ev idence  o f  t h i s .  Hith 
m od ern isa t io n  new l o y a l t i e s  emerge; the  t r a d i t i o n a l  
p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  and r e g i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  a re  succeeded by 
l o y a l t y  to  th e  modern c e n t r a l  government (whether i t  i s  a 
f e d e r a l  sys tem or  n o t ) .  in i n d i c a t i o n  o f  m o d e rn i sa t io n  i s  
the  growing im por tance  of s o c i a l  c l a s s - b a s e d  v o t in g ,  as 
opposed to  t h e  dominat ion  of r e g i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s .  I t  i s  
t h e r e f o r e  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  examine r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  
NSDAE v o t e s .
Onlike  m odern is ing  T h i rd  Horld s t a t e s  t o d a y ,  p o l i t i c a l  
m odern isa t io n  had caugh t  up with  economic m o d e rn i sa t io n  in  
Heimar Germany, th e  ev idence  o f  which i s  found in  the  well  
developed c l a s s - b a s e d  v o t in g .  One o f  those  c l a s s - b a s e d  
p a r t i e s ,  a s  was e v id e n t  from t h e  e l e c t i o n  d a t a ,  t h e  SPD, was 
founded in  1875*17 while Germany was s t i l l  being 
i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  and had b a re ly  been u n i f i e d .  I t  was t h e  
Heimar B e p u t l i c ' s  o l d e s t  p a r t y .  S ince  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  of
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1871 was s t i l l  a r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  e v en t  and th e  l e g i t im a c y  
of  t b e  new system was weak, r e g i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  were s t i l l  
s t r o n g .  As n o ted  in  c h a p t e r  I ,  t h e r e  were a number o f  
s e p a r a t i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  th e  1920s. In  1923 t h e r e  
were a l s o  s e p a r a t i s t  d e m o n s t ra t ion s  in  Bonn, D usse ldo rf  and 
o th e r  Bhenish c i t i e s ,  and in  C c to b e r ,  independen t  Bhenish 
r e p u b l i c s  were proclaimed in  Aachen and Koblenz.  I s  Bunich, 
th e  government i n p l i c i t l y  encouraged s e p a r a t i s t  f o r c e s . 118
In  o r d e r  to  examine the  r e g i o n a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  vo te  th e  p a r t y ' s  p e rc e n t a g e s  of th e  vote  
were compiled f o r  s i x  r e g i o n s . I h e  r e s u l t s  a re  p re sen ted  
in  Table  15.
Table  15 shows t h a t  th e  s t r o n g e s t  i n i t i a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
Nat iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  was p r e d i c t a b l y  drawn f r e t  the  reg ion  
t h a t  gave t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  b i r t h  to  t h e  movement, i . e .  the  
sou th  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  o r  more p r e c i s e l y ,  B av ar ia .  I t  was 
a l s o  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  s u f f e r e d  i t s  f i r s t  se tb a c k .  
Bavar ia  e n a c te d  t h e  Heimar drama of l e f t i s t  M a r x i s t - l e n i n i s t  
r e v o l u t i o n  and r i g h t i s t  f a s c i s t  c o u n t e r r e v c l u t i o n  more 
a p p a r e n t ly  and p e r s u a s iv e ly  t h a t  any o t t e r  r e g i o n ,  
fo l lo w in g  th e  1918 r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  n a t i o n a l l y  s topped j u s t  
s h o r t  of  a ch ie v in g  the  w o r l d ' s  second b o lsh ev ik  s t a t e ,  
Bavar ia  a c t u a l l y  r e a l i s e d  a s o v i e t  r e p u b l i c  in  the  sp r in g  of
118 C h i l d e r s ,  The Nazi V o te r , p .  51.
See Appendix B: "Data Management, the  r e g i o n s . "
128 Kele ,  Nazis and Wo r k e r s , p .  32; C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  
1918. p .  26.
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Table  15; NSDAP v c te  v s .  r e g i o n s ,  p e rc en ta g es  
1920-1926
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  changes of v c te s  
1924/24 through  1924/28,  and 
p e rc en ta g e  v o t e s  1924 th rough 1928 of 
th e  NSDAP, by r e g i o n .
Hay change December change Hay
1924 24/24 1924 24/28 1928
Mean 7.68 - 4 .0 9 3.56 - 0 .4 4 3- 15
Eas t 7.30 - 2 .9 5 4.35 - 2 .4 3 1.92
E a s t  s o u th  E as t 3.68 -1 .7 3 1.95 - 0 .  12 1.83
North 10.23 - 4 . 6 7 5.56 - 1 .  12 4.44
The Bohr 2.79 - 1 .3 7 1.42 0.C5 1 o 47
West 4.25 - 2 .4 3 1.82 2 .  17 3.39
South 11.30 - 7 .3 1 3.99 0.56 4.55
ETA .422 .345 .320
(N=1062) (1063) (1062)
1 9 1 9 .120 The w o rk e rs '  and s o l d i e r s '  s o v i e t s  were q u ick ly  
c ru sh ed  and power r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  L and tag , c o n t r o l l e d  by th e  
p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  and p r o - n o n a r c h i s t  Bavarian P e o p l e ' s  P a r ty  
(BVP) from 1919 to  1923. During t h e s e  y ea rs  a f t e r  the  f a l l  
of t h e  b o l s h e v ik  r e p u b l i c ,  Bunich was th e  c e n t r e  of  r i g h t i s t  
a g i t a t i o n  by numerous n a t i o n a l i s t  groups and th e  s t a g e  f o r  
th e  Beer H a l l  Pu tsch  by Genera l  Ludendorff  and B i t l e r  in  
Novenber 1923.
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement a l s o  made an impact  e a r l y  
and n o t i c e a b l y  i n  B a v a r ia .  The Nazis found s i n i l a r  su c c e s s  
in  t h e  n o r t h ,  i n c lu d in g  S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in .  In  th e s e  two 
a r e a s  o f  g r e a t e s t  e a r l y  advance and r e t r e a t  t h e  Nazi
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
104
movement had a l s o  to  d e a l  with i t s  s t r o n g e s t  i r t e r n a l  p a r t y  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i th  t h e  v o lk i s c h  p a r t y ,  t h e  
EFVP, in  t h e  Hay e l e c t i o n  i n  B a v a r i a . T h e  Euhr d i s t r i c t  
had seen  th e  r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  Kapp Pu tsch  i n  t h e  f e r n  of  
th e  "Bed Buhr Army" in  1920.
While t h e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  movement l o s t  su p p o r t  
n a t i o n a l l y  in  1928 i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  advanced in t h e  t h r e e  
so u th e rn m o s t  r e g i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th e  Buhr d i s t r i c t ,  a l b e i t  
m in u te ly .  The Nazis managed to  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  su p p o r t  
near  t h e i r  g e o g ra p h ica l  o r i g i n s  while they  l o s t  v o t e s  
n a t i o n a l l y .  The d e c l in i n g  ETAs p l o t  t h e  s p a r in g ly  
d im in i sh in g  r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  and,  c o n v e r s e ly ,  t h e  
s u r v i v a l  o f  th e  Nazis as a n a t i o n a l  movement i n  r e t r e a t .
While t h e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  v o te s  produced n e g a t iv e
c o e f f i c i e n t s  with p ro p o r t io n  o f  C a th o l i c s  in th e  1920s -----
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had p red o m in a n t l j  P r o t e s t a n t
s u p p o r t  ----- th e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  y i e l d e d  by th e  v o t e s  of  s e v e r a l
e t h e r  p a r t i e s ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  DNVP on th e  r i g h t ,  t h e  BVP and
the  DDP o f  the  l i b e r a l  m idd le ,  and t h e  SPD and the  KPD
(except  in  December 1924) of the  l e f t ,  a l l  had s t r o n g e r  
n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t s .  This  may be unders tood  to  have been 
th e  outcome of  r e g i o n a l  f a c t o r s :  i n  Nay 1924 the  sou th  bad
been th e  p a r ty * s  s t r o n g e s t  r e g i o n a l  b a s e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  
E a v a r i a .  As t h e  p a r ty  s u f f e r e d  i t s  h e a v ie s t  r e g i o n a l  l o s s
»2 i Jeremy Noakes, " C o n f l i c t  and Development in th e  NSDAP, 
1924-1927," JoflCBal _ _^i_CQntgBBQrary_Historv 1 (October 
1966), pp.  6 -7 .  In the  n o r t h :  Dixon, "Gregor S t r a s s e r
and th e  O rg a n iza t io n  of  t h e  Nazi P a r t y ,  1925-32,"  p. 46 ,
i n  Kele ,  Nazis and w orke rs , p. 76.
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in  t h i s  same r e g io n  in  the  fo l lo w in g  e l e c t i o n  in  December 
1924, t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  of  t h e  p a r t y ' s  vo te  with C a th o l i c s  
produced a n o t i c e a b l y  s t r o n g e r  n e g a t iv e  v a lu e ,  as Table  13 
r e v e a l s .  In  1928 the  so u th  was a ga in  t h e  pr im ary  base  of  
th e  p a r t y ,  and t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  NSDhE's vo te  and 
C a th o l i c s  produced a weaker n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t .
That t h e  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  Nazis won r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  
su p p o r t  in  the  h e a v i ly  C a t h o l i c  so u th  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to  
the  f a c t  t h a t  Bavaria  was th e  c e n t r e  o f  Heimar r i g h t  wing 
p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  in  th e  e a r l y  1920s. The Nazis had 
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e i r  r e v c l u t i o n a r y  r i g h t  wing c r e d e n t i a l s  by 
t h e i r  involvement  i n  t h e  Bunich Beer Ha l l  p u t s c h .
The fo l lo w in g  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s  w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  
"new v o t e r "  in  the  r i s e  of t h e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  movement, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1930, J u ly  1932 and 1933. 
S e v e ra l  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have argued t h a t  ihe  r i s e  in  v o t e r  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t h a t  occu r red  in  t h e s e  e l e c t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  th e  
v o t in g  d e b a t  o f  p r e v io u s ly  p o l i t i c a l l y  a p a t h e t i c  e le m e n ts ,  
and t h a t  t h e s e  voted f c r  the  NSDAE.
Whether t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  c o r r e c t  or  n o t ,  t h e  r i s e  in
v o t e r  t u r n o u t  ----  o r ,  the  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  su p p o r t  ----- cannot
account  f o r  more than a c e r t a i n  f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  NSDIE's vote  
i n c r e a s e ;  th e  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  was t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  
co n v e rs io n  of s u p p o r t e r s  of  o th e r  p a r t i e s ,  r e f l e c t e d  in  t h e
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s h i f t s  i n  v o te s  between p a r t i e s ,  f ro o  one e l e c t i o n  to  t h e  
n e x t .  Although th e  s h i f t s  i n  v o tes  g ive on ly  an i n d i r e c t  
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  s o c i a l  t a s i s  cf  nev NSDAP s u p p o r t e r s ,  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s tu d y  w i l l  examine these  i n t e r - e l e c t i c r  vo te  s h i f t s  
f o r  each e l e c t i o n .
In  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  Hay 1924 e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
p o l a r i s a t i o n  between the  l e f t  and the  r i g h t ,  the  former 
r e p r e s e n te d  hy the  7.651 Communist g a in ,  the  l a t t e r  by the  
combined 1 0 .2% advance o f  t h e  DNVP and t h e  nev fo rm at ion  of 
the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s .  The p o l i t i c a l  c e n t r e  receded ,  
i n c lu d in g  t h e  l i b e r a l s  o f  th e  DVP. In  1924 th e  twc p a r t i e s  
of th e  l e f t  r e g a in e d  th e  s t r e n g t h  l o s t  in  1920 to  near ly  
the  l e v e l  o f  19 19, th e  year  a f t e r  the  November r e v o l u t i o n ,  
from t h i s  p o in t  on ,  t b e  combined l e f t  vo te  was to to  
c o n s o l i d a t e  c o n t i n u a l l y  th roughout  t h e  remainder  c f  1920s. 
For t h e  r i g h t ,  the  Nay 1924 e l e c t i o n  marked the  second 
c o n s e c u t iv e  i n c r e a s e  in  v o te s  s i n c e  1919.
What p a r t i e s  s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e i r  v o t e r s  o f  1920 to  th e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  in  Hay 1924? In  o rd e r  to ga in  some 
i n d i c a t i o n  of the  answer to  t h a t  g u e s t io n  t i e  s h i f t s  in  
v o te s  between t h e s e  two e l e c t i o n s  were examined. Table 16 
p r e s e n t s  P e a r s o n ' s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  fo r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  
i n c r e a s e  {change) in  tb e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  v o te  in  Hay 1924 
and th e  d e c r e a s e  (change) i n  t h e  v o t e s  of p a r t i e s  t h a t  l o s t  
su p p o r t  from 1920 t o  Hay 1924. C o e f f i c i e n t s  a re  a l s o  
r e p o r t e d  f o r  the  o t h e r  two p a r t i e s  t h a t  gained su p p o r t  in
122 See "Data  Hanagement, i n t e r - e l e c t i o n  v o t in g  s h i f t s , "
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Table  16; I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  v o te  s h i f t s ,  1920 -  May 1924
Eearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  pe rcen tag e  change 
of v o te s  of p a r t i e s  with p e rc en ta g e  change 
c f  v o tes  of p a r t i e s ,  1920 t o  May 1S24.
DVFP vote  with  DNVP change with KPD change with
change in : change i n : change in :
DDP - .5 1 BVP - . 5 7 ZE - . 0 8
DVP - .  16 DVP - . 4 8 DVE .02
EVP - .  13 SED - .1 3 DDE .04
ZP .  13 DDP .12 SPE .07
SPD . 14 ZP .13 BVE . 10
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  837 < N < 1C32.
P e rcen tag e  g a i n s :  DVFP (G Peop le*s  Freedom Move­
ment, i . e .  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  Movement) 7 .63 ;  DNVP 
(G Nat*l  P e o p l e ' s  P) 2 ,6 0 ;  KPD 7.60
P e rcen tag e  l o s s e s :  EVP (G P e o p l e ' s  P) - 4 . 6 7 ;  COP (G 
Democratic  P) - 3 . 4 9 ;  SPD - 1 . 8 4 ;  BVP {Bavarian P e o p le ' s  
P) - 0 . 5 7 ;  ZP - 0 . 4 0 ;  t u r n o u t  - 2 .0 4
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  c o n v e r te d  a l a r g e  f r a c t i o n  of DDP 
s u p p o r t e r s  i n t o  i t s  ranks by May 1924, a s  the  s t ro n g  
n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t  of - . 5 1  i n d i c a t e s  in  Table 15. The DDP 
had a s o l i d l y  middle  c l a s s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  i n  1920, as  b e f i t s  a 
p a r t y  o f  the  l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n . 123 I t  has  a middle c l a s s
Appendix E.
323 The DDP was founded by former l i b e r a l - l e f t , " f r e e  
t h i n k i n g ,  p r o g r e s s i v e "  groups (around F r i e d r i c h  
Naumann). B r a c h e r , The German D i c t a t o r s h i p , p. 72.
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c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h a t  year  of . 1 9 .  I t  a lso  has a s t r o n g  
urban c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  . 2 6 ,  a working c l a s s  c c e f f i c i e n t  o f  
•1 7 ,  and a p o s i t i v e  P r o t e s t a n t  va lue  o f  . 3 8 .
The secondary  sou rce  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o t e s  was 
a n o th e r  l i b e r a l  p a r t y ,  t h e  DVP, whose s u p p o r t e r s  o r i g i n a t e d  
fo r  th e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  from th e  N a t io n a l  L i b e r a l s  around 
Gustav S tresemann.  some N a t iona l  L i b e r a l s  had,  b e fo re  
jo in i n g  t h e  new l i b e r a l  p a r t y ,  meandered between t h e  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  N a t i o n a l i s t s  and the DDP.124 The DVP could  
p e rh a p s ,  because  o f  i t s  v a c i l l a t i o n  between l i b e r a l i s m  and 
c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  be c o n s id e r e d  t o  be s l i g h t l y  to  th e  r i g h t  of  
the  Democrat ic P a r t y ,  and th e  1920 o c c u p a t io n a l  
c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  while  s t r i k i n g  the  same p a t t e r n  as  th o se  of 
the  DDP, be a r  t h i s  o u t ;  DVP c o e f f i c i e n t s  w ith  t h e  middle 
c l a s s ,  .3 0 ;  u rban ,  . 3 1 ;  f a r m e r s ,  - . 3 7 ;  working c l a s s  . 1 7 .
With t h e  Ray 1924 e l e c t i o n ,  i . e .  a f t e r  th e  DVP had 
y ie ld e d  s u p p o r t e r s  to  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  the  DVP 
middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  d e c l in e d  p r e c i p i t o u s l y ,  frcm .30  t o  
.1 9 .  I t  may be nc ted  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  saw a g r e a t e r  
p ro p o r t io n  of  i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  c o n v e r t in g  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  
DNVP than  t o  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  two 
were t h e  preem inen t  r i g h t i s t  f o r c e s .  They were l a t e r  t o  
c o l l a b o r a t e  and t o  exchange s u p p o r t e r s .  The middle c l a s s  
c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  th e  DDP d id  no t  change i n  Nay 1924.
I b i d .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
109
The e x p la n a t i o n  f o r  th e  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  
n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  ga in  and th e  Bavarian  Peo p le* s  P a r ty  
d e c l in e  i s  pe rhaps  t o  be found i n  t h e  g e o g ra p h ic a l  base  
th e s e  two had in  common; th e  fcrmer a t  t h i s  p o in t  had i t s  
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  lo cu s  in Bavaria  where th e  B1P was, of 
c o u r s e ,  t h e  major  p a r t y .  i h i l e  th e  p a t t e r n  c f  v o te r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the  BYP was very s i m i l a r  t c  t h o s e  o f  the  
Zentrum, t h e  BVP was in  1S20 [and 1924) more " a g r i c u l t u r a l "  
(.32 t o  t h e  Z P 's  - 0 8 ) ,  and s l i g h t l y  " l e s s  C a th c l i c "  ( .51 to  
.57) th a n  t h e  Zentrum.
Seme s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have sugges ted  t h a t  t i e  Nazis drew 
s u p p o r t  frcm former l i b e r a l  s u p p c r t e r s  more o f t e n  than  from 
c o n s e r v a t i v e s . 125 The da ta  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  
occurred  i n  flay 1924. As w e l l ,  t h e  d a ta  confi rm  t h e  
c o n v e n t io n a l ly  r e c o g n i se d  prominent middle c l a s s  component 
of t h e  Nazi movement.
In  t h e  second e l e c t i o n  o f  1924 the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  
l o s t  v o t e s .  In o rd e r  to ga in  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  which p a r t i e s  
b e n e f i t t e d  from t h e  Nazi l o s s e s ,  Pearson*s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were 
examined f o r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between changes i n  p a r ty  v o te s  
( in c re a se s )  and changes i n  p a r ty  v o te s  (d ec rease s )  frcm May
125 H inkler  s t a t e s  t h a t  many NSDAP v o t e r s  had c e r t a i n l y  come 
from t h e  camp of t h e  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s .  However, a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t io n  o f  t h e s e  had n o t  sw i tc h ed  t h e i r
s u p p o r t  d i r e c t l y  to  t h e  NSDIP bu t  had f i r s t  suppor ted  
the  DNVP. H i n k l e r ,  Mi t t e l s t a n d .  Demokratie  und
B a t io n a l s o z i a l i s m u s .  p. 190.
Heberle  a s s e r t s  t h a t  many v o t e r s  had sw itched  t h e i r  
su p p o r t  from th e  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s  t o  the  c c n s e r v a t i v e s ,
and f i n a l l y ,  in  1932, t o  the  NSDAP. H eber le ,  From
l e j o c E a e y . t o - N az ism, p. 117.
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to  December 1924. The r e s u l t s  a re  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Table  17.
Table  17; I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  v o te  s h i f t s *  May 1924 
December 1924
Eearscn c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  c ta n g e  
of v o te s  cf p a r t i e s  with pe rc en ta g e  change 
cf v o te s  of p a r t i e s ,  Hay t o  December 1924.
DNVP DVE DDP
change with change with change with
change i n :  change i n :  change in :
NSFB - . 4 9  NSFE - . 1 0  NSFE - . 0 4
KPD .05 KPD - .0 1  KPD .14
BVP
change with 
change i n :




change i n :







- . 2 7
.28
I riote: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
I c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  876 < N ^ 1062. I
i I
I P e rc e n ta g e  g a in s :  SED 4 .66;  DNVP {G N a t ' l  P e o p l e ' s  P) ]
I 1 .47;  DVP (G P e o p l e ' s  E) 1 .44; BVP (Bavarian E e o p le ' s  P) \
I 0 .91 ;  DDP (G Democratic  P) 0 .64 ;  ZP 0 .0 5 ;  t u r n o u t  2 .16 |
I I
I P e rc e n ta g e  l o s s e s :  NSFE (Nationa l  S o c i a l i s t  freedom |
I Movement) - 4 . 0 9 ;  KPD - 3 .1 2  I
I I
• -
The d a t a  of Table  17 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  in  th e  December 1924 
e l e c t i o n  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  l a s s e s  went p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  
r i g h t i s t s  of  th e  DNVP r a t h e r  than to  t h e  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s  
t h a t  had f i g u r e d  most prom inently  i n  the  s u p p o r t e r
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t r a n s a c t i o n s  in  Hay 1924, a l th ou g h  th e  DVP’ s  c i s e  produced 
th e  second s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  with N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
d e c l i n e ,  and th e  Democratic  Pa r ty  t h e  t h i r d  s t r o n g e s t .
In  t h e i r  t h i r d  e l e c t i o n ,  in  1928, th e  NSDAP l o s t  s u p p o r t  
a g a i n .  Table  18 p r e s e n t s  Pearson*s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vo te  i n c r e a s e s  (change) and p a r ty  
vote  d e c r e a s e s  (change) from December 1924 to  1928.
The 1928 e l e c t i o n ,  the  l a s t  Weimar t r iumph f c r  the  S o c ia l  
Democrats , produced some odd c o r r e l a t i o n s ;  t h e  two r i g h t i s t  
p a r t i e s  c o n t r i b u t e d  prom inen t ly  t o  t h e  advance of th e  two 
p a r t i e s  on the  l e f t .  The o v e r a l l  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  l o s s
was, however, s l i g h t   on ly  0 . 4 4 *  so t h a t  t h e
c o r r e l a t i o n  of  - . 3 0  with th e  change (gain)  i n  th e  SPD vo te  
does not  r e p r e s e n t  much o f  a c o n t r i b u t i o n .  E s s e n t i a l l y ,  t h e  
NSDAP s to o d  s t i l l  i n  1928, which was a year  o f  r e l a t i v e  
p r o s p e r i t y  and t h e r e f o r e  u n p r o p i t i o u s  f o r  a p r o t e s t  p a r t y .  
The h e f t y  l o s s  by t h e i r  fe l low  r i g h t w i n g e r s ,  th e  ENVP, of 
a l l  of  5 . 8 * ,  has a higfcer p r i o r i t y  o f  e x p la n a t i o n .
The DNVP c o r r e l a t e s  s t r o n g l y  with th e  S o c i a l  Democrats. 
The SPD, t h e  fo u n d e r s  and d e fe n d e rs  o f  th e  Weinar E epub l ic ,  
drew v o t e r s  from the  DNVP, opponents  o f  the  Neimar system. 
How was t h i s  p o s s i b l e ?  The improving economic c o n d i t i o n s  
might w el l  have co n v e r ted  some anti-Weimar e le m e n ts .  S t i l l ,  
such v o t e r s  would have been a c r e  l i k e l y  to  have moved to  
r i g h t - o f - c e n t r e  p a r t i e s  r a t h e r  than to  th e  SPD. This a l s o  
o ccu r red  i n  t h a t  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  with o th e r  p a r t i e s  (and
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T able  18: I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  vo te  s h i f t s ,  Decenter  1924
1928
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rcen tage  change
c f  v o te s of p a r t i e s  with p e rc en ta g e  change
cf v o te s of p a r t i e s ,  December 1924 t o  1928.
SPD BPDB KPD
change with v o te  with change with
change in : change i n : change i n :
NSDAP - .30 DVP - . 3 0 DNVP - . 0 9
DNVP -21 DNVP - . 2 9 DVP - . 0 4
DVP .04 DDP - . 1 6 NSDAP - . 0 2
DDP .03 NSDAP - . 1 0 DDP .14
| LE, ChNBSIVP, DBP ZP
j SIV v o te s  with vo te  with chance with
j change in : change i n : change i n :
| DNVP - .2 8 NSDAP .09 DDP .1 2
» BVP - . 1 2 DVP .14 NSDAP .16
| DDP - .0 2 DDP .14 DVP .20
] NSDAP - . 0 0 DNVP .20 DNVP .28
Mote: E f f e c t i v e  M in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  fron
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  756 < N < 1C52.
P e rc e n ta g e  g a in s :  IE (Peasants*  L eague) ,
ChNB&lVP ( C h r i s t i a n  M a t ' l  Peasan ts*  P ) , SLV 
(Saxonian P) 5 .4 5 ;  ZP 5 .28 ;  BPDH [G M a t ' l  D iddle
C la s s  P -  Business  P) 4 .32;  SPD 3 .5 4 ;  DBP (G
Peasan ts*  P) 3 .3 1 ;  KPD 0.25
P e r c e n ta g e  l o s s e s :  DNVP (G Mat*l P e o p le ’s  P) 
- 5 . 7 7 ;  DVP (G People*s P) - 1 . 4 7 ;  DDP (G Demo­
c r a t i c  P) - 1 . 2 9 ;  MSDAP - 0 . 4 4 ;  t u r n o u t  -4 .1 8
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DNVP d e c l i n e )  a r e  s t r o n g e r ;  i t  was .29  witk  th e  German 
N a t io n a l  Middle C la s s  E a r ty ,  and .28 with  the  combined vo tes  
of th e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s  of  t h e  P e a s a n t s '  l e a g u e ,  the  C h r i s t i a n  
N a t i o n a l i s t  P e a s a n t s '  E a r ty ,  and th e  Saxonian P a r t y .
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Chapter I I I
The September 1930 e l e c t i o n  marked a s p e c t a c u l a r  advance of 
t h e  NSDAP. Having been a s m a l l ,  d e c l in i n g  p a r t }  in  1928, i t  
cou ld  by 1930 c la im  th e  su p p o r t  of  more t t a n  e ig h te e n  
p e rc e n t  of th e  e l e c t o r a t e .  I t  t h u s  a l ready  r i v a l l e d  the  
s u p p o r t  of th e  SPD and th e  Zentrum. Before th e  e l e c t i o n  
d a ta  f o r  19 30 a re  examined, the  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
developments  between the  two e l e c t i o n s ,  which might have 
p layed  a p a r t  i n  t h e  NSDAE s u r g e ,  w i l l  be reviewed.
A f te r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y  of  1928 t h e  Heimar Bepublic  
was to  undergo i t s  t o u g h e s t  economic and p o l i t i c a l  t e s t s .  
Ih e  s e v e r i t y  of t h e  Heimar system c r i s i s  was p u b l i c l y  
acknowledged by t h e  Zentrum Par ty  C hance l lo r  He inr ich  
Eruning i n  the  B e ichs tag  on 12 Harch 1930: " I f ,  because  of
d i s u n i t y ,  t h e  B e ichs tag  cannot  a g ree  on t r i f l e s ,  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  doub ts  abou t  t h i s  system w i l l  sp read  through th e  
whole l a n d . " * * *  Eruning was r e f e r r i n g  t o  i n t e r -  and 
i n t r a - p a r t y  sg u a b b le s  t h a t  had r e s u l t e d  in  changes  in  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p s  o f  the  DNVP and t h e  Zentrum. Fo i  th e  Zentrum 
t h i s  meant a s h i f t  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a t  a t ime when Zentrum-SPD 
c o o p e r a t i o n  was c r u c i a l  f o r  t h e  maintenance o f  t h e
*** C h i ld s ,  g&rflani_sipgg_J9_18, p. gg.
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r e p u b l i c . * 27 The SPD a l s o  s u f f e r e d  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s io n ;  
t h e r e  vas f r i c t i o n  between i t s  m i n i s t e r s  in  the c o a l i t i o n  
government which had c o l l e c t i v e l y  decided  to b u i ld  a naval  
c r u i s e r , 128 and th e  r e s t  of  t h e  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  p a r ty  which, 
t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  KPD, l o s t  t h e  vo te  on the  i s s u e . * 2* To 
many t h i s  was a n o th e r  d e m o n s t ra t io n  o f  t h e  f u t i l i t y  of t h e  
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  sys tem .
The econcmy began to c o n t r a c t  i n  th e  s p r in g  c f  1928-130 
fo r  Germany the  economic c r i s i s  was no t  only c o n j u n c t u r a l ,  
but  a l s o  s t r u c t u r a l .  More th an  one union he ld  the  i n n e r  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  th e  German economy to be t h e  main cause  of  the  
economic d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  r a t h e r  than " V e r s a i l l e s "  or  
" r e p a r a t i o n s . "*3*
Germany was h i t  bard by the  world economic slump; only 
the United  S t a t e s  among the  l e a d in g  i n d u s t r i a l  s t a t e s  
s u f f e r e d  a g r e a t e r  drop in  i n d u s t r i a l  p ro d u c t io n .  There 
were mainly two r e a so n s  f o r  t h e  pronounced German slump: 
roughly  a t h i r d  o f  German p ro d u c t io n  went to  e x p o r t s  in  th e
»27 C h i ld s ,  f i f i r j a m - 5 i j c e . - i913. p. U1.
128 Mew York Times. 11 August 1928, p.  13:h and 15 August 
1928, p .  <1:3.
*2* Mew York Times.  19 August 1928, I I ,  p .  2:1 and 19 
September 1928, p. 2 1 :5 .
*30 Schmidt ,  German B usiness  C y c le s .  1923 -  1933. p .  129.
13* E l i s a b e t h  S c h a l ld a c h ,  Bat i o n a l i s ie ru nq sn assnabw en  d e r  
M a c b i n f l a U o n s z e i t  j B U r t e i l  de r _ _ f r e i e a  Gewerkschaften 
(Jena:  1930), p. 8h; i n  K. D. B racber ,  i u f lo s u n g  d e r  
Heimarer Bepublj .k. p. 209f .  Employers and workers 
"endorsed"  t h e  p lan  f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  b u t  n e i t h e r  was 
w i l l i n g  to  be f i r s t  in  p r i c e  o r  wage c u t .  Mew York 
Times. 19 October 1930, I I I ,  p. 3 :7 .
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l a t e  1920s and with  t h e  d e p re s sed  world demand th e s e
sh ipm en ts  f e l l  by two t h i r d s  between 1929 and 1933-»32
There had been a n o t i c e a b l e  drop by the  time of t h e
e l e c t i o n -  A f te r  t h e  Horld War German expans ion  had been 
f in an c ed  by f o r e i g n  l o a x s ,  many of  which were American. The 
f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  began t o  r e t r i e v e  t h e i r  funds  as  t h e  
German econcmy s o u re d .  The f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  had no t  y e t  
been e x p e r i e n c e d  by th e  time of  t h e  e l e c t i o n 133 but t h e  
f o r e ig n  c r e d i t o r s *  behav iou r  had c l e a r l y  e x a c e rb a te d  f e a r s  
about Germany's p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e .
Unemployment r o s e  r a p i d l y .  In December 19 29 t h e r e  were 
one and a h a l f  m i l l i o n  on the  d o l e .  During the  course  of
the  n e x t  month a lo n e  a n o th e r  B i l l i o n  jo in e d  them. The 
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  d e b a te  over  r e l i e f  of t h e s e  j o b l e s s  became y e t  
a n o th e r  so u rc e  of  p o l i t i c a l  f r i c t i o n ,  t h i s  time betweeen 
l e f t  and r i g h t :  t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats wanted t o  i n c r e a s e
employer c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  th e  r e l i e f  fund which laboured 
under a d e f i c i t ,  whi le  t h e  DVE, w i th  c lo s e  c o n n e c t i c n s  to  
i n d u s t r y ,  sough t  c u t s  in  b e n e f i t s .  The two s i d e s  f a i l e d  to  
r each  a compromise. b u l l e r  r e s i g n e d  in  barch 1930 and was 
succeeded by H e in r ic h  Bruning of  the  Z en trua  p a r ty  who 
formed a r i g h t  o f  c e n t r e  government.
133 C h i ld s ,  Germany Since 1918. p. a 9.
1 3 3  f o r e i g n  in v es tm en t  r o s e  u n t i l  t h e  end of  1930. Schmidt,
G erm an .B us iness .C ycles  192<i_~ 1933, p. 108.
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B is in g  unemployment and sooe g r a s s r o o t  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
with t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats ,  t o g e t h e r  with  th e  v o l a t i l i t y  of  
th e  B e ic h s tag  p a r t y  spectrum , gave t h e  NSDAP an ex trem ely  
p rom is ing  o p p o r t u n i t y  c f  i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  working c l a s s  
s u p p o r t .  The NSDAP had a s s a i l e d  th e  SPD acd Muller  as  
t r a i t o r s  o f  th e  working c l a s s , 1 3* n o t w i th s t a n d in g  th e  SPD*s 
f i g h t  on th e  unemployment b e n e f i t s  and o t h e r  workers* 
i s s u e s .  The Nazis a l s o  blamed t h e
" J e w i s h - c a p i t a l i s t - H a r x i s t  sys tem ” and th e  Young Elan f o r  
the  f a i l u r e  o f  reform measures.  The Young Elan was 
a d d i t i o n a l l y  he ld  t o  be t h e  cause  o f  unemployment.135
During th e  summer o f  1930 the  Nazi p re s s  advocated  a 
number o f  measures t h a t  would b e n e f i t  t h e  working c l a s s :  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 40,000 u n i t s  of  p u b l i c  h o u s in g ,  a lab o u r  
s e r v i c e  f o r  unemployed youth  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers ,  and 
o t h e r  p u b l i c  works. At th e  same t im e ,  by i n t r o d u c i n g  th e  
concep t  o f  "workers of  f i s t  and b r a i n , " 136 th e  movement 
could  deemphasise  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  and appea l  to  both th e  
workers and management.
135 The New York Times. 17 March 1930, p. 3 :2 .
The N a t i o n a l i s t s  were a l s o  opposed to  t h e  P la n .  New 
York T i n e s , 16 June 1929, p. 6 : 5 .  The g o v e rn m e n t s
a cc e p ta n c e  o f  t h e  Young Plan i n  1929 ----  New York T in e s .
13 March 1930, p .  1:7 —  r e s u l t e d  in  the  withdrawal  of  
a l l i e d  t r o o p s  and r e e s t a b l i s h e d  German e x c l u s i v e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i t s  own f i n a n c e s  and ecoromy.
136 »Faus t  und S t i r n . " Rele ,  Nazis and Workers ,  p. 162.
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S ince  t h e  sunnier of  1928 and th e  S ix th  Congress of t h e  
Comintern the  Communist P a r ty  had c h a r a c t e r i s e d  S o c i a l  
Eemocrats  as  " s o c i a l  f a s c i s t s . "  i t  t h e i r  12th p a r ty  
c o n g re ss  i n  June 1929 Chairman E rn s t  Thalmann accused th e  
SPD of  t r y i n g  to  e s t a b l i s h  a f a s c i s t  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  The tvo  
l e f t  wing p a r t i e s  h e n c e fo r th  devo ted  a g r e a t  p a r t  of t h e i r  
e f f o r t s  to  f i g h t i n g  each o t h e r .  For the  Communists th e  SPD 
were now th e  main enemy. The KPD promoted i t s  own t r a d e  
union o r g a n i s a t i o n  in  an a t t em p t  t o  r i v a l  t h a t  cf  th e  S o c ia l  
Democrats .  The new i n t r a - l e f t  h o s t i l i t y  even neaped l i v e s ;  
in  B e r l i n ,  f o r  example,  the  s o c i a l  Democrat p o l i c e  c h i e f  
opened f i r e  on Communist p a r t y  d e m o n s t r a to r s ,  k i l l i n g  31 
p e r s o n s . 13T
The f a l l i n g  o u t  in  th e  l e f t  a ided  th e  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  
N az is ,  no t  l e a s t  i n  t h e i r  a p p e a l  to  t h e  non bewildered  
working c l a s s  who were a l r e a d y  beg inn ing  t o  f e e l  the  e f f e c t s  
of t h e  economic r e c e s s i o n .  The p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  of 
the  working c l a s s ,  i n c lu d in g  t h e  u n io n s ,  among which t h e r e  
was a l s o  a s p l i t  between th o se  a s s o c i a t e d  with th e  two 
l e f t i s t  p a r t i e s ,  had in t h e i r  s e c t a r i a n  d i v i s i o n  o b v ia ted  a 
common re spo n se  t o  t h e  new and growing f o r c e  on t h e  r i g h t .  
The m is take  was t o  be acknowledged only in  r e t r o s p e c t  wel l  
a f t e r  t h e  u l t i m a t e  t r iumph of  t h e  r i g h t . 138
137 Sew York Times. 2 Hay 1929, p. 1s6; 8 Hay 1929 p. 2 :2 ;  9 
Hay 1929, p .  7 :1 .
138 In  f a c t ,  a l e f t i s t  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  was n e t  a t tem pted  
u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  a s  t h e  New Tork Times 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ~ ( the  
Comintern) had sough t  to  check Nazi r e p r e s s io n  by urg ing
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The Nazi g a in s  in  the  l a n d ta g  and communal e l e c t i o n s  in  
Saxony i n  June 1930 encouraged Nazi hopes of  approach ing  th e  
working c l a s s .  In  t h i s  s t r o n g h o ld  o f  t h e  l e f t  t h e  NSDAP 
made g a in s  as  s p e c t a c u l a r  as unexpec ted .  These e l e c t i o n s  
p o in te d  to  a s h i f t  of f o r c e s  t h a t  p r im a r i ly  b e n e f i t t e d  t h e  
KSDAf and s e c o n d a r i l y  the  KPD.139
The September e l e c t i o n s  were held  a t  a time cf  c r i s i s  f o r  
the  Neimar sys tem ,  and t h i s  was widely  unders tood  by many. 
C h i ld s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the  B e ichs tag  deb a te  over  th e  nava l  
c r u i s e r  proved t o  many th e  f u t i l i t y  of the  p a r l i am e n ta ry  
s y s te m . '♦ o  Nerner Conze adds t h a t  by 1930 t h e r e  was a 
fe rm en t ing  r a d i c a l i s a t i o n  among t h e  people  as  well  as a 
growing d i s c o m fo r t  about th e  "Heimar s y s te m ." * 41
a u n i t e d  f r o n t  of  a l l  wcrkers  p a r t i e s .  New York T in e s . 
March 7 ,  1933, p .  16:1.  The r a p i d  advance o f  the  NSDAP 
might w e l l  have taken  th e  l e f t  by s u r p r i s e .
Leon Trotsky advocated in  h i s  w r i t i n g s  i n  1931 a 
u n i te d  f r o n t  of  S o c ia l  Democrats and Communists in  o rd e r  
to  p o l i t i c a l l y  den ;  a f a s c i s t  t r iu m p h .  T ro tsky  was a t  
t h e  t im e  seem ingly  a lo n e  in  h i s  unde rs tand in g  o f  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  and r o l e  o f  the  new phenomenon of  f a sc ism .  
Much o f  h i s  a n a l y s i s  was on ly  l a t e r  to  be acknowledged 
by many e t h e r  o b s e r v e r s .  Ieon T ro tsk y ,  The S t ru g g le  
Aga ins t  Fascism in  Germany {Bern York: P a t h f in d e r  P r e s s ,
1971). In an a r t i c l e  in  L i b e r t y . Trotsky p re d ic te d  war 
i f  H i t l e r  were to  t r iumph. New York Times. February 18, 
1932, p .  15:1 .  Eeing Jewish ,  and having l i v e d  in  t h e  
o f t e n  a n t i s e m i t i c  env ironm ent  of C z a r i s t  B u ss ia ,  he 
u nde rs to o d  th e  p o l i t i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  t h a t  a n t i s e m i t i s m  
h e ld  i n  Germany.
B ra c h e r ,  Saue r ,  S chu lz ,  Die n a t i o n a l s c z i a l i s t i s c h e  
H a c h te r g r e i f u n g . {cologne: Sestdeutscfaer  V er lag ,  1960),
p. 33.
»4° C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. h i .
141 Nerner Conze, "Die Kcise des P a r t e i c n s t a a t e s  in  
Deutsch land  1929/30,"  in  G o t tha rd  J a s p e r ,  \on Heimar zu
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J&l t h e  Horkiog c l a s s
th e  NSDAP made a s p e c t a c u l a r  advance in  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of 
1930. two f a c t o r s  had combined t h a t  year  t o  o f f e r  an i d e a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  as a p r o t e s t  
sovement t o  r e c r u i t  v c rk in g  c l a s s  s u p p o r t :  one was t h e
economic d e c l i n e  which had been under way f o r  n e a r ly  two 
y e a r s ;  t h e  o t h e r  was t h e  f a l l i n g  ou t  w i th in  t h e  l e f t  and th e  
SPD incumbency in  t h e  form of membership of  the  Grand 
C o a l i t i o n  u n t i l  March 1930-142 Not only bad the  SPD 
r e c e n t l y  been a governing p a r t y , b u t  they were a p a r ty  with 
a p redom inan t ly  working c l a s s  base ,  a s  t h e  d a ta  so  f a r  have 
r e v e a l e d ;  th e  NSDAP p r o t e s t  p a r ty  was t h e r e f o r e  wel l  poised  
to  make in r o a d s  i n t o  the  SPD working c l a s s  c o n s t i t u e n c y .  As 
Hunt o bse rv ed ,  th e  SPD u s u a l ly  l o s t  v o te s  when i t  was in  
o f f i c e  and gained v o te s  when i n  o p p o s i t i o n . 143 During t h e i r  
c o a l i t i o n  t e n u r e  t h e  S o c ia l  Democrats cou ld  n e t  accomplish 
as much as t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  would have hoped s i n c e  they had 
no p a r l i a m e n ta r y  m a jo r i ty  of  t h e i r  own. S o c i a l  Democratic 
c o a l i t i o n  governments ,  t h e n ,  were d e s t in e d  to  a ch ieve  
l i t t l e .  T h is  would l e a d  to  l o s s e s  i n  the  next  e l e c t i o n .
H i t l e r  1930-1933 (Cologne: Kiepenheuer 6 N i t s c h ) ,  1968,
p. 33.
The Grand C o a l i t i o n  was composed o f  t h e  SED, the  DVP, 
and t h e  Zentrum, and was formed in  August 1923. 
C h i l d e r s ,  The Nazi V o te r , p .  51- I t  was d i s s o l v e d  i n  
March 1930. B u r k e t t ,  P a r t i e s , ,  and E le c t i o n s .  i n  West 
Germany, p. 53.
143 Hunt, German Social_Democracv 1918-1933. p .  116.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
121
I n  1930 the  SPD found i t s e l f  a government p a r t y  i n  a 
c r i s i s  e l e c t i o n .  The p a r ty  was a l s o  a governmert  p a r t y  in  a 
deeper  s e n s e  i n  t h a t  i t  vas  seen  as t h e  main fou n der  and 
p r i n c i p a l  d e fen d er  o f  th e  nov l a r g e l y  d i s c r e d i t e d  Heimar 
sys tem .  In  the  November 1918 r e v e l a t i o n  t h e  SPD responded 
to mass demands r a t h e r  th a n  l e d  them, appea r ing  r e l u c t a n t  to  
a b o l i s h  t h e  monarchy. As w o rk e r s '  and s o l d i e r s *  s o v i e t s  
sprung up, t h e  SED d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e i r  mandate cf 9 November 
had been f o r  peace and democracy, no t  s o c i a l i s m  and 
p r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p . 144 In th o se  e a r l y  Heimar months 
the  p a r ty  vas i n  a l l i a n c e  with  th e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r i g h t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  r a d i c a l  l e f t  l e d  by t h e  S p a r t a c i s t s .
The p r e e l e c t i o n  p e r io d  had seen  the  l a s t  campaign of t h e  
NSDAP " l e f t "  s i n g .  De r  A n o r i f f . t h e  Nazi newspaper e d i t e d  
by th e  " l e f t i s t "  G oebbels ,  had borrowed from H a r x i s t  
t e rm ino logy  i n  a u th o r in g  th e  l i n e ,  "Horking Germany awake! 
Ereak your c h a in s  i n  t w o ! " 14* The NSDAP, t h e n ,  in  t h e  
p e r io d  l e a d in g  up to  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n ,  had made d i r e c t  
a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  w o rke rs ,  couched in  the  language of  th e  l e f t ,  
while  th e  SPD had been i n  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  su g g es ted  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e i r  working c l a s s  
s u p p o r t e r s  d r i f t i n g  towards  t o  t h e  NSDAP. In o r d e r  to  
a s c e r t a i n  whether th e  NSDAP managed to  improve t h e i r  working 
c l a s s  base in  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  we now tu rn  t o  t h e  d a ta  f o r  t h e
*44 Hunt, Germ an.Soc ia l  Democracy 1919-1933.  p .  29, 27f .
*4S Also th e  t i t l e  of  NSDAP pamphlet .  K e le ,  Nazis  a n d 
w ork e rs , p. 162.
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e l e c t i o n  o f  September 1930: Table 19 p r e s e n t s  t h e
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  t o t e s  o f  th e  
NSDAP, th e  KPD, th e  SPD, and t h e  Zentrum w i th  the  working 
c l a s s .
r  1
i T ab le  19: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vo te  and working ]
I c l a s s ,  1930 |
I I
I Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  change |
I in  vo te  1928/30 and p e rc e n ta g e  v o t e  1930 |
I of  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  w i th  p e rc e n ta g e  j





I NSDAP KPD SPD ZP |
I I
J Xchange 1928/30 - . 1 3  . 3 2  - . 3 3  - .  18 |
I I
1 September 1930 - . 0 3  .5 9  .4 4  - . 2 4  j
I I
I i
I Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in  t h e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from J
| c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1025 < N < 1030. |
I I
i----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- j
The n e g a t iv e  NSDAP c o e f f i c i e n t s  ----- t h e  v a lu e s  o f  - . 1 3
with th e  change in  v o t e ,  and - . 0 8  with the  e l e c t i o n  -----
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n s i f i e d  Nazi appea l  to  th e  workers  in  
the  midst  o f  unemployment and i n t r a l e f t  d i s a r r a y  did not  pay 
much d i v id e n d .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  NSDAP 1930 vo te  y i e l d e d  a weaker 
c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h e  workers than had th e  vo tes  of  t h e  
p reced ing  e l e c t i o n s .  The 1928 v o te  had even produced a 
p o s i t i v e  v a l u e ,  a l b e i t  a very weak one .  The very  s t ro n g
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working c l a s s  v a lu e s  o f  the two p a r t i e s  of  t h e  l e f t  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  t h e ;  h e ld  as  s t r o n g  a working c l a s s  hase  in 1930 as  i n  
1928 i n  r e l a t i v e  t e r n s .  As w e l l ,  t h e  KPD had gained su p p o r t  
in  a b s o l u t e  t e r n s ;  t h i s  i s  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by Table 20 
which p r e s e n t s  th e  vo tes  of the  NSDAP, t h e  KPD, the  SPD, and 
the  Zentrum, broken down by th e  pe rcen ta g e  cf  i n d u s t r i a l  
workers in  th e  p o p u l a t i o n .
The s t a t i s t i c s  on the  KSDAP i n d i c a t e  t h a t  while  the  1930 
e l e c t i o n  marked a d e t e r i o r a t i o n  cf  working c l a s s  suppor t  i n  
r e l a t i v e  t e r n s ,  in  a b s o lu te  te rm s  th e  p a r ty  c l e a r l y  made 
l a r g e  g a in s  i n  su p p o r t  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  d e n s i ty  o f  
i n d u s t r i a l  workers .  In  communities in  which over  60X of  t h e  
p o p u la t io n  were i n d u s t r i a l  workers t h e  NSDAP made a ga in  of  
f o u r t e e n  p e r c e n t  in  s u p p o r t ;  a s  a r e s u l t  t h e  p a r ty  a l l  but  
matched th e  a b s o l u t e  p e rcen tag e  o f  su p p o r t  of  the  KPD in  
t h e s e  a r e a s .  Given th e  s t r o n g  working c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f
the  KPD and th e  SPD in Table 19 ----- and t h e i r  s t r o n g  ETA
va lues  in  Table  20 ----- i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  NSDAP
r e c r u i t e d  mainly non-working c l a s s  su p p o r t  in  the  a reas  o f  
the  s t r o n g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  w orke rs .  The l a r g e  NSDAP 
g a in s  had been made from a sm a l l  base  i n  1928.
While t h e  NSDAP had made l a r g e  g a in s  in  the  p reced ing  
l a n d ta g  and communal e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e i r  huge vo te  g a in ,  n ea r ly  
double  t h a t  o f  many o b s e r v e r s '  f o r e c a s t s ,  v a s ,  t h e n ,  
probably  beguea thed  t c  t h e  Nazis mainly by s e c t o r s  o t h e r  
than  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s .  The c o e f f i c i e n t s  p o in t
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T ab le  20; P a t t y  vote  vs .  working c l a s s ,  p e rc en ta g es  
1930
Breakdown, pe rcen tage  change of vcte  
1928/30 and pe rcen tage  vo te  1930 of 
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with p e rc en ta g e  
working c l a s s .
NStAP KPD
change Sept*r change Sep t* r




in 18.98 2.26 8.58
0-20* work 16.46 19.21 1.41 4.24
2 0 .1 -3 0 16.89 19.99 1.77 5 .23
30. 1-40 16.04 19.29 2.19 7 .51
4 0 .1 -50 15.84 19.25 2.66 10.57
5 0 .1 -6 0 13.78 16.48 2.99 15. 18
6 0 .1 -8 0 14.00 17.78 3.77 18.15
ETA . 137 . 116 .307 .597
(N=1025) (1029) (1025) (1029)
SPD ZP
change S e p t ' r change Sep t» r
28/30 1930 28/30 193C
Bean -4 .3 9 22.36 - 0 .3 2 18.97
0 0 .0 -2 0 - 3 .0 3 14.18 1.04 25.11
2 0 .1 -30 - 3 .5 7 18.63 -0 -0 3 23.82
3 0 .1 -40 - 4 . 4 7 23. 14 -0 .8 1 20.42
40 .1 -5 0 - 5 .1 6 27. 18 - 0 .9 6 14.61
5 0 .1 -6 0 - 5 .2 4 29.24 - 1 .0 3 11.21
60 .1 -8 0 - 6 .4 5 28.58 - 0 .6 6 9 .35
ETA .327 .463 .218 .25 1
CH—1025) (1030) (1025) (1029)
to  t h e  workers i n  t h e  sa in  having remained imperv ious  to the  
a p p ea ls  of  th e  new and advancing  r i g h t  wing, and t h i s  in  a
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p er iod  o f  s e v e r e  r e c e s s i o n  which ought  t o  have eroded t h e i r  
r e s i s t a n c e .
As t h e  da ta  on t h e  s h i f t s  of v o t e s  in  s e c t i o n  3.9 w i l l  
s u g g e s t ,  i n  1930, as  in  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  months,  t h e  SPD 
l o s s e s  were probably  th e  g a in s  of  t h e i r  neigh tou rs  to  the  
l e f t  —  t h e  KPD. The SPD vo t in g  change c o e f f i c i e n t  with 
the  working c l a s s ,  i n  Table 19, was . 3 3 ,  no t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a l t e r i n g  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n ,  a t  . 4 4 .  The 
KPD e l e c t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  r o s e  p r e d i c t a b l y  (as t h a t  c f  t h e  
SPD f e l l )  t o  .5 9 ,  up from .5 7  i n  1928.
In  summary i t  may be noted t h a t  th e  NSDAP made 
s i g n i f i c a n t  g a ins  in  both i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  and 
u n i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  a r e a s  with  s l i g h t l y  more s u p p o r t  in  th e  
l a t t e r .  Thus they  d id  no t  make t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  advances in  
th e  s t r o n g h o l d s  of  the  SPD and the KPD- The c o e f f i c i e n t s  
bear  ou t  K e l e ' s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t ,  " J d ) e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  of 
the  Nazi l e f t i s t s ,  t h e  NSDAP during  1928-30 had only l i m i t e d  
su c c e s s  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  th e  workers .  He a d d s ,  however,
t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  "did  r e c e i v e  suppor t  from 
working c l a s s  e lem ents  in  the  "new v o t e r "  group .  This  
c o n te n t i o n  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  s e c t i o n  3 . S.
I b i d . .  p. 166.
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3*2 I&s_gid&s-C2ass
As ve examine th e  d a ta  on th e  working c l a s s ,  i t  becomes 
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  DSDAP had made t h e i r  g e n e r a l  advance in  1930 
w i thou t  a r e l a t i v e  improvement of t h e i r  working c l a s s  b a s e .
Some o t h e r  g roup ,  or  g roups ,  was p redom inan t ly  r e s p o n s i b l e
fo r  th e  d ra m a t ic  growth of  th e  p a r ty  s i n c e  t92«.  Had i t  
keen t h e  middle  c l a s s ?  As with  t h e  DSDAP and the  working 
c l a s s ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic c i r c u m s ta n ce s  of t h e  
middle c l a s s  p r e s e n t e d  th e  p a r t y  with an o p p o r t u n i t y  to
r e c r u i t  the  su p p o r t  o f  members of  t h e  middle c l a s s .
In  D r a c h e r ' s  e s t i m a t i o n  th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  1930 had t ak e n
p la c e  a f t e r  t h e  " c r i t i c a l  months o f  1929/30" wten the  Grand
C o a l i t i o n  f e l l  du r ing  which th e  " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  e x e r t e d  i t s
s t r o n g e s t  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t "  as n ever  b e fo re  in  German
h i s t o r y  s i n c e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n . 147 There i s
ev idence  t h a t  f i t s  i n t o  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e :  in  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e
p o l i t i c a l  c o n ju n c tu r e  o f  th e  workers ,  t h e r e  was worry
amongst t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c i r c l e s  about  t h e  outcome of t h e
e l e c t i o n .  The New York Times* c o r r e sp o n d e n t  i n  Germany s a id
p r i o r  to  t h e  e l e c t i o n :
The seeming absence o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and c o o p e r a t i o n  in  t h e  r an k s  o f  t h e  b c u rg e o is
p a r t i e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  keep t h e  e l e c t i o n  cu t lo ok  
enveloped  i n  complete  o b s c u r i t y ,  a c o n d i t i o n  which 
has g iven  r i s e  to  c o n s i d e r a b l e  apprehens ion  in
f i n a n c i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  c i r c l e s  as much as in
government g u a r t e r s ,  where i t  i s  now reco g n ize d
747 B r a c h e r ,  gifi_a.9.&fl3UP9-fl?r Deimarer Benublik .  p. 33.
Bracher  i m p l i c i t l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e
e x e r t e d  a s t r o n g e r  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t  in 1930 than  even
dur ing  th e  November 1S18 f iev o lu t io n !
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t h a t  gcaver  i s s u e s  than  p c i i t i c a l  p l a t f o r m s  and 
c a r e e r s  a r e  a t  s t a k e  i n  th e  impending 
e l e c t i o n . . . 1
The middle c l a s s ,  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  which commonly 
i d e n t i f i e d  with f o r c e s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  th e  w o rke rs ,  such as  
th e  " f i n a n c i a l  c i r c l e s , "  was b eg inn ing  to  s u f f e r  frcm th e  
commercial d e c l i n e .  Ey September 1930, y e a r ly  i n c r e a s e  i n  
s a v in g s  bank d e p o s i t s  in  P r u s s i a  had d ec l ined  from i t s  peak 
of Bfl1250 m i l l i o n  in  December 1928 to  BM60C m i l l i o n  in  
September 1 9 3 0 . Hhi l e the  number of  b u s in e s s  f a i l u r e s  
bad been l a r g e l y  c o n s t a n t  th rou g h o u t  1930 a f t e r  having r i s e n  
c o n s i d e r a b ly  s i n c e  hay 1 9 2 9 , f rom 600 t o  1000, the  
d i s a s t r o u s  r i s e  t h a t  was to  fo l low  in  1931 must have made 
many e n t r e p r e n e u r s  aware in 1930 t h a t  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s e s  were 
soon t o  go under.  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o p o r t io n  c f  sm a l l  
b u s in e s s e s  must have f a i l e d .  Small and medium businessmen
  a major component o f  t h e  middle c l a s s  ----- a r e  normally
the  f i r s t  t o  fac e  b u s in e s s  c o l l a p s e  in  any economic
148 New York l i m e s . 5 August 1930, p .  6.
*♦» Only d a t a  f o r  P r u s s i a  a re  a v a i l a b l e .  Schmidt ,  German 
E a s in e s s .C y c l e s .  1924-1933. p. 67.
*s ° Based on a monthly s e r i e s  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n s  of 
c o - p a r t n e r s h i p s  and i n d i v i d u a l  p r o p r i e t o r s h i p s ,  i b i d . .  
F- 71.
i s i  Those b u s in e s s e s  were t h e  f i r s t  to  be d i s s o l v e d  b u t  no t  
the  f i r s t  t o  d e c l in e  s i n c e  i t  t a k e s  th e  o v e rp ro d u c t io n  
of  t h e  l a r g e r  u n i t s  o f  t h e  b u s in e s s  world t c  p r e c i p i t a t e  
th e  r e c e s s i o n .
The lo c k o u t  i n  th e  B h e n ish -H es tp b a l ia n  s t e e l  and i r o n  
i n d u s t r y  in  November 1928 a c c e l l e r a t e d  th e  s e a s o n a l  r i s e  
i n  unemployment and reduced th e  a c t i v i t y  cf  o th e r  
i n d u s t r i e s .
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c r i s i s . ‘ S1 The businessmen were a l s o  h u r t  by the  d e c l in e  
in  p r i c e s  which i n s t e a d  b e n e f i t t e d  t h e  working c l a s s . 152
Against  t h i s  background th e  NSDAP had begun a propaganda 
o n s l a u g h t  on th e  middle c l a s s  in  1929. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  
d i r e c t  a p p e a l s  t o  t h i s  c l a s s ,  t h e  NSDAP's a c t i c a p i t a l i s t  
nessage  a l s o  had c o n s i d e r a b le  p o t e n t i a l  appeal  to th e  Diddle 
c l a s s  as  w e l l ,  as has been su g g e s te d  by B rach e r .  This  group 
wanted p r o t e c t i o n  of the  s n a i l  p ro p e r ty  owners a g a i n s t  t h e  
growing in c u r s io n  o f  b ig  c a p i t a l . 153 Tc E r a c h e r ' s  
su g g e s t i o n  nay be added t h a t  t h e  Nazi p r o n i s e  of such 
p r o t e c t i o n  came with t h e  a l l u s i o n  t h a t  big c a p i t a l  was 
c o n t r o l l e d  by the  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  j e w r y . " C on t ra ry  t o  some 
B a r x i s t  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  Bracher  c o n t i n u e s ,  t h e  Diddle c l a s s  
d id  not  come over  t o  s o c i a l i s o ;  g e n e r a l l y ,  i n  t im es of 
c r i s i s  t h e  hope le ss  e lem en ts  in  th e  middle c l a s s  were 
s u s c e p t i b l e  to f a s c i s t  s l o g a n s ,  whi le  the  working c l a s s  
tended toward s o c i a l i s o . 194
We may now examine th e  outcome fo r  the NSDAP of  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  and economic c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the middle c l a s s  and 
the  p a r t y * s  o r i e n t a t i o n  towards  t h i s  c l a s s .  Table 21 
p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  
v o te s  of  t h e  NSDAP, th e  KPD, t h e  SPD, and t h e  2entcum, and
152 The p r i c e  index want from 110 i n  th e  sp r in g  of  1928 to  
7U by the  1930 e l e c t i o n .  The index was s e t  a t  100 i n  
1926. Schmidt, Gerwan B us iness  C y c le s .  1924-1933. p.  67.
153 B ra ch e r ,  I b S - g c r e a e ,D ic t a t o r s h i p . p. 157.
154 I b i d .  The flarxian e x p e c t a t i o n  had been t h a t  a p o r t io n  
of  th e  middle c l a s s  would j o in  f o r c e s  w i th  the  working 
c l a s s  a t  a l a t e  s t a g e  o f  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cou rse .
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th e  middle c l a s s .
i --------------- :------------  — ----------------------1
i i
i Table  21 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and Biddle  | 
j c l a s s ,  1930 j
I I
I r e a r s o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change in  v o te l
j 1928-30 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1930 of  p r i n c i p a l  |
j p a r t i e s ,  with p e rc en ta g e  middle c l a s s .  j
| NSDAP KPD SPD ZP J
|  Xchange 1928/30 .10 .0 2  - . 0 9  - . 0 9  |
I September 1930 .14 .11 .1 2  - . 1 4  |
1 Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f r o i  |
j c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1025 < N < 1030. j
i________________________    —______________________i
The NSDAP vote o f  1930 produced a c o e f f i c i e n t  of .14  with 
the  Diddle  c l a s s .  This  was a m a r g in a l ly  s t r o n g e r  va lue  than  
the  .1 2  o f  1928; while  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  two 
e l e c t i o n s  i s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  the  NSDAP vote produced th e  
s t r o n g e s t  middle c l a s s  v a lu e s  i n  19 30 o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  e x cep t  
f o r  t h r e e  l i b e r a l .  Diddle c l a s s  p a r t i e s . 159 The NSDAP 
middle c l a s s  va lue  a l s o  r e p r e s e n te d  th e  p a r t y ' s  second
s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  ------  second to  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  with
the  unemployed ----  of  a l l  v a r i a b l e s  examined fo r  t h e  1930
e l e c t i o n .
The DVP y ie ld ed  a v a lu e  o f  . 2 9 ;  th e  DSP, . 2 2 ;  t h e  
E u s in ess  P a r t y ,  . 1 4 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
130
The Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t  between v o t in g  change and n id d le  
c l a s s  f o r  the  NSDAP, a t  . 1 0 ,  was m arg in a l ly  b e t t e r  than 
th o se  of  t h e  p a r t i e s  of t h e  l e f t  and t h a t  o f  t h e  Zentrum;
th e  economic c r i s i s  acd a n t i s e m i t i s m  tended to s t r e n g th e n
the  l in k a g e  between t h e  Nazis  and th e  middle c l a s s .
The prominent  r o l e  of th e  middle c l a s s  in  t h e  NSCAP su rge  
of 1930 i s  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e d  by th e  breakdown o f  t h e  
p a r ty * s  vote  a cc o rd in g  t o  th e  pe rcen tag e  of  working c l a s s
members of  the  K r e i s e . i n  Table  22.
The i n t e n s i f i e d  Nazi o n s l a u g h t  on the  middle c l a s s  begun 
in  1929 app ea rs  to  have met with s u c c e s s .  The p o l a r i s a t i o n  
between the  r a d i c a l  r i g h t  and l e f t  was h e ig h te n e d .  The 
NSDAE d id  w e l l  with th e  middle c l a s s ,  and the  FPD in c r e a s e d  
i t s  s h a r e  o f  su p p o r t  mainly i n  the  working c l a s s .
B racher*s  su g g e s t io n    t h a t  i n  t imes o l  c r i s i s  th e
h o p e le s s  e le m e n ts  o f  the  middle c l a s s  were s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  
f a s c i s t  s lo g a n s  ----- i s  c o m p a t ib le  w i th  the  e m p i i i c a l  d a ta .
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T able  22; P a r t y  vote  v s .  n id d le  c l a s s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  
1930
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of  vo te  
1928/30 and p e rc e n ta g e  v o te  1930 of 
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with pe rcen tag e  
n i d d l e  c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD
change S e p t ' r change S e p t ’ r
28/30 1930 28/30 193C
Mean 15.84 18.99 2.27 8.63
0-2% m c l  14.00 16.66 1.90 5 .  12
0 .0 - 3 14.56 17.63 1.98 7.30
3. 1-4 15.76 16.70 2.35 3.60
4. 1-6 17.37 20. 10 2- 53 10.34
6 . 1-10 16.63 20.08 2.61 12.35
10.1 -2 0 17.89 2 3.36 2.10 8 .55
ETA .157 - 172 .112 .2 5 6
JN= 102 1) {1025) (1021) (1025)
SPD ZP
change Sept *r change S e p t* r
28/30 1930 28/30 193C
I Mean - 4 . 3 9 22.34 - 0 .3 3 CD • J?
I 0 .0 - 2 - 3 .6 0 21.35 0.89 24.95
I 2. 1-3 - 3 . 8 6 19.69 0.10 22 .30
| 3.  1-4 -4 .1 8 21.39 -0 .3 9 21 .68
I 4 . 1 - 6 - 5 .0 4 23.97 -0 .6 2 15.63
| 6 .1 -1 0 - 5 .3 9 27.84 - 0 .9 9 9.65
I 10.1-20 - 4 . 4 7 22.73 - 1 .0 4 14.44
I ETA . 185 .226 .147 .212
t _  __________
(N=1021) (1026) 11021) (1025)
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Jki q£̂ 3si§aiipp
During th e  1920s t h e  HSDAI had keen a s n a i l  p a r t y  c e n t r e d  in  
t h e  c i t y .  S ince  th e  Nazis pe rce ived  t h e n s e l v e s  as a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement, t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  of  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  
aims e n t a i l e d  a b roadening  o f  t h e  p a r t y ’ s  b a se .  The 
e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  o f  September 1930 document t h a t  the  p a r ty  
had taken  a g i a n t  s t r i d e  towards  becoming a mass movement. 
Had i t  in  the  p ro ce ss  broadened i t s  demographic base by
p ic k in g  up s u p p o r t  beycnd th e  c i t i e s ?
The q u e s t i o n  w i l l  be answered by an exam ina t ion  of  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  NSDAP vo te  i n  1930 and u r b a n i s a t i o n .  
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o te s  o f  t h e  1920s produced f a i r l y  
s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  v a lu e s ;  a demographic broadening o f  th e  
p a r ty  base  should  y i e l d  weaker c o r r e l a t i o n s  with t h i s  
v a r i a b l e .  The computed c o e f f i c i e n t  va lu es  fo r  the
c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  NSDAP vote  in 1930 ---- a s  wel l  as
the  v o tes  of  the  RED, t h e  SPD, and Zentrum ■ and urban
r e s i d e n t s  a r e  reproduced  in  Table 23.
The NSDAP c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  change in  vc te  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  was no r e l a t i o n s h i p  with urban r e s i d e n c e .  In
e t h e r  words, t h e  NSDAE gained su pp o r t  evenly  from a l l  p a r t s  
of t h e  c o u n t r y .  This  r e s u l t e d  in  the  s l i g h t l y  weaker 
c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  1930 NSDAP vote  compared with i t s  1928
v o te .
As th e  NSDAP managed t o  r e c r u i t  su pp o r t  evenly  a c r o s s  t h e  
c o u n t r y ,  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  p redom inant ly  urban s u p p o r t  base  ----
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I Table  2 3 : C o r r e l a t i o n s  be t  Keen p a r ty  vote and j
j u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  1930 I
I Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  chacge I
I c f  v o te  192G/30 and pe rcen tag e  vo te  1930 |
j o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s .  Kith p e rc en ta g e  j
I urban r e s i d e n t s .  I
I NSDAP KPD SPD ZP |
I XChange 1928/30 - . 0 0  .2 0  - . 2 *  - .1 4  |
I September 1930 .06 .43  .2 4  - . 2 0  |
| Note: E f f e c t i v e  8 in  th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f r o i  j
j c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t :  1025 < N < 1031. j
«---------------    . . . . . ------------------------------------------------------------ j
i n d i c a t e d  by t h e i r  1S28 vo te   ensu red  t h a t  th e  p a r ty
n a in t a in e d  a s l i g h l y  s t r o n g e r  su p p o r t  ba se  i t  the  c i t i e s  
conpared with  ncn-urban  a r e a s .
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  the  NSDAP urban vo te  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were 
weak conpared with tho se  o f  t h e  two p a r t i e s  cf  the  l e f t ,
however, th e  NSDAP v a lu e s  were s l i g h t l y  s t r o n g e r  than those
of t h e  o t h e r  vo l k i s c h  p a r t y ,  the  DN¥P, whose 1930 vo te
y ie ld e d  a c o e f f i c i e n t  cf - . 0 0 0 4 .  The vo te  of  th e  EKVP, t h e  
p a r ty  ou t  o f  which t h e  o r i g i n a l  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  nuc leus  
was f o r n e d ,  y ie ld e d  a value of - . 0 7 .
The Nazi urban c o e f f i c i e n t  c f  .0 6  was i n  the o rder  of 
t h a t  of  th e  C h r i s t i a n  S o c ia l  People*s  S e r v i c e ,  a t  .0 6 .  Bith 
t h i s  e l e c t i o n  th e  NSDAP was t h e  s i x t h  n o s t  ♦’crban" p a r t y .
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Three p a r t i e s  y i e ld e d  s t r o n g e r  c o e f f i c i e n t s  than  th e  SPD; 
t h e i r  Grand C o a l i t i o n  p a r t n e r s  u n t i l  March 193 0 ,  t h e  DVP, a t  
•36 ,  t h e  Middle C la s s  P a r ty  a t  . 3 2 ,  and t h e  KPD a t  . 4 3 .
& f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  of  the  uniform demographic i n c r e a s e  
in t h e  NSDAP v o te  i s  e v id e n t  a s  t h e  p a r t y ' s  vc te  i s  broken 
down by p e rc e n ta g e  of urban p o p u l a t i o n ,  in  Tabic 24.
T ab le  24 f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP vote i n c r e a s e  
was r a t h e r  ba lanced  a lc n g  t h e  u r b a n - r u r a l  d imension .  While 
t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  from the NSDAP mean, the p a r t y ' s  
s t r o n g e s t  r e c r u i t m e n t  cf  su pp o r t  o c cu r red  in  a r e a s  in  which
tw e n ty - f iv e  p e r c e n t  of  th e  p o p u la t io n  was urban ----  o r ,  in
the sm a l l  towns.
With t h e  drop  i n  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats t h e i r  
urban c h a r a c t e r  was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduced .  C i t i e s  were 
the  n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  of  th e  SPD and th e  KPD, and c i t i e s  were 
the c o n s t i t u e n c i e s  where they mainly ga ined  o r  l o s t  v o te s .  
A r i t h m e t i c a l l y ,  th e  KED could  not have absorbed  th e  e n t i r e  
SPD l o s s  o f  c i t y  v o t e s .  With the  s p e c t a c u l a r  NSDAE r i s e  i t  
i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some former SPD c i t y  s u p p o r t e r s  tu rned  t o  th e  
Nazis i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n .
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T able  24s P a r t y  vote  vs- u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  
1930
Breakdown, pe rc en ta g e  change of vote 
1928/30 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1930 of  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  w i th  p e rc e n ta g e  
urban r e s i d e n t s .
NSEAP KPD
change
2 8 /3 0
S e p t ' r  
1930
change
2 8 /3 0
Se p t • r  
193C
Mean 15 .84 18 .9 8 2 .2 6 8 . 8 0
0% u r t a n  
0. 1 -25  
2 5 .  1 - 9 9 . 9  
10 0 51




16 .25  
1 9 .0 5  






5 . CO 
8. 16 
i o . s a
13 .3 1
ETA . 0 8 7
(N=1025)
.0 7 9
( 10a 8 )
.  2h6 
11025)








2 8 /3 0
S e p t* r
193C
I Mean - a . 39 22 . 2 a - 0 . 3 2 1 9 . Cl
I OX u r t a n  
I 0 . 1 - 2 5  
| 25 .  1 - 9 9 . 9  
1 100X
- 3 . 1 9
- a . a s
- a - 9 8
- 5 . 3 9
18 .a 3  
21 . 2 a 
2 a . 5 2  
2 6 .1  a
0 .3 2
- 0 . 2 5
- 0 . 6 8
- 0 . 9 2
2 5 .  a6 
2 0 .  C6 
1 5 .7 9  
12-37
I ETA . 2 7 9
(H=1025)
.2 6 3  
{1049)
. i a a
t 1025)
. 2 3 1
p  ca8>
- ~ jm uj —--------- - — —— —__ , m m ̂  „ ^ M m ■![■■! I _________
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3?he fa rm e rs
th e  u r b a n - r u r a l  d a ta  had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP advance in  
1930 had o c c u r r e d  as  much i n  r u r a l  as i n  u rb a r  a r e a s .  He 
nay now a s c e r t a i n  whether  the  r u r a l  advance bad been t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  an i n c r e a s e  in su p p o r t  among fa rm ers .
In t h e  1920s the  N at iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  had focused more 
a t t e n t i o n  cn middle c l a s s  groups and workers than  on 
f a rm e rs ,  p e rh a p s  as a conseguence o f  hav ing  been a sm all  and 
p redom inan t ly  u rb an -b ased  p a r t y .  S ince  the 1928 e l e c t i o n  
and the  growing s p l i t  between the " l e f t i s t ” Ctto  S t r a s s e r  
and th e  NSEAF, and the  a r r i v a l  of  Darre  i c  the  narrow 
a d v i s o r  c i r c l e  of H i t l e r ,  t h e  Nazis r e f e r r e d  l e s s  f r e g u e n t ly  
to  " n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s m , "  in i t s  s t e a d  i n t r o d u c i n g  an 
a g r a r i a n  ideo lo g y  of "blood and e a r t h " 1S6 which e x a l t e d  t h e  
lab o u r  of t h e  s o i l .  A f te r  H i t l e r ' s  r e a l i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  
summer o f  1928 t h a t  the  r u r a l  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  p r o t e s t  mood 
c o n s t i t u t e d  a p o t e n t i a l l y  g r e a t  ga in  fo r  t h e  NSDAP, t h e  
p a r ty  had i n t e n s i f i e d  i t s  campaign i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e . 157
Bracher i d e n t i f i e s  pan ic  among th e  p e a s a n t r y  as a 
conseguence of  t h e  economic c r i s i s ,  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  having 
c o n s t i t u t e d  one e lement cf cne of  t h e  four  f a c t o r s  
acco u n t ing  f o r  t h e  d ram a t ic  i n c r e a s e  i n  v o te s  for  the  Nazis
156 xhe o r i g i n a l  German e x p re s s io n  of  "blood acd e a r t h "  i s  
E lu t  und Boden.  See B racher  e t  a l - , Die
n a t j o n a l s o z i a l i s t i s c h e  H a c h t e r a r e i f u n a . p. 390.
1 9 7  B ra ch e r ,  lb e _ G e rm a B .D ic ta to r sh ip , p.  178.
t sa  f o u r  f a c t o r s  were: fl) The r a d i c a l i s a t i o n  of t h e
German N a t i o n a l i s t  Par ty  once Hugenberg had gained 
c o n t r o l ,  which en ab led  H i t l e r  to  sh a re  i i  the  s o c i a l
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a f t e r  1928.»*«
The a g r i c u l t u r a l  community was s e n s i t i v e  to  t h e
v i c i s s i t u d e s  o f  th e  economic c y c l e  and was d r a s t i c a l l y  
a f f e c t e d  by the  world economic downturn.
The n o r t h  German hog f a t t e n i n g  i n d u s t r y  s u f f e r e d  in  1929 
and 1930 a s  i t  had in  t h e  c r i s i s  of  1 9 2 6 -7 .159 In t h e  
e lbm arshes  of  S c h le sw ig -H o ls te in  h o r s e t r a d i n g  d ec l in ed  in  
re spo n se  t o  m o to r i s a t i c n  and th e  r e d u c t i o n  of army demands. 
These r u r a l  problems were p robab ly  endemic beyond 
S c h le s w ig - H c l s t e in .  These problems, Hebei le  a rg u e s ,  
accoun ted  f o r  mounting d i s c o n t e n t  with  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  among both l a r g e  and sm al l  f a r m e r s . 160
Produc t ion  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c t s  had dropped s i n c e
192 8 .161
r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ,  the  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  and th e  
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  of  t h e s e  c i r c l e s  and a t  the  same 
time become p a r t  o f  a broad " n a t i o n a l  o p p o s i t io n "  to t h e  
Veimar Republic ;  (2) The economic c r i s i s ,  which b rought  
with i t  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of  sm a l l  b u s i n e s s  and in d u s t r y  and 
r i s i n g  unemployment, and which f i l l e d  th e  middle c l a s s  
and p e a s a n t r y  with even g r e a t e r  pan ic  than had t h e  
postwar i n f l a t i o n ;  (3) The new governmenta l  c r i s e s  
a f t e r  S t r e s e m a n 's  dea th  which smoothed th e  road  toward 
an e x t r a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  q u a s i - d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  which weakened 
th e  i n f l u e n c e  cf the  d e m o c ra t ic  p a r t i e s  and 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i n  favour  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  the  army 
command, the  b u r e a u c r a t i c  r u l e ,  and p repa red  p u b l i c  
op in ion  fo r  d i c t a t o r i a l  s o l u t i o n s ;  [H) I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  p a t t e r n e d  t h e i r  t e c h n iq u e  f o r  
s e i z i n g  power on th e  1922 t a c t i c s  o f  the  I t a l i a n  
f a s c i s t s .  B ra ch e r ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p . p .  168.
159 B e b e r le ,  From Democracy to  Nazism, p .  104.
»6o i b i d .
161 Index f e l l  from 130 i n  Way 1928 to  117 in  September 
1930. 1913=100. Schmidt ,  German Busi r e s s  C y c le s .
1924-1933. p.  66.
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Heber le  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  Marxist  p a r t i e s  p ick ed  up v o te s  
f r o a  t h e  workers  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  S c h le s w ig - H o l s t e in ,  and 
a l s o  f r o a  t h e  f ishermen who were g u i t e  s e v e r e l y  h i t  by t h e  
r e c e s s i o n  and as  a conseguence began i n c r e a s i n g l y  to  f e e l  
t h e i r  dependence on the  canning companies as employers and 
c r e d i t o r s . * ® 2 There were few f i she rm en  o u t s i d e  th e  n o r th  so 
t h a t  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  to c o n t r i b u t e  to  r u r a l  r e d u n d a n c ie s  
na t ionw ide  was m arg ina l .  Bracher a l s o  speaks  o f  economic 
c r i s i s  and unemployment b r in g in g  u n r e s t  " to  c i t y  and 
c o u n t ry s id e .« r® 3
Had th e  i n t e n s i f i e d  NSDAP p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t  amongst t h e  
f a rm e rs  in  t r o u b le d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  pa id  o f f ?  In  
c r d e r  t o  s e e  whether  fa rm ers  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  the  l a r g e  vo te  
i n c r e a s e  f o r  th e  p a r ty  in  1930, th e  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  th e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  between the NSDAP vo te  and the  fa rm ers  was 
computed, t o g e t h e r  with  t h o s e  o f  t h e  two p a r t i e s  of  t h e  l e f t  
and th e  Zentrum. These d a ta  form Table  25.
The NSDAP v o te  change c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  - . 0 2  in  e f f e c t  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no r e l a t i o n s h i p  betweec the  p a r ty * s  
l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  and th e  f a r m e rs .  The fa rm e rs ,  th en ,  had n o t  
p layed a p redominant  r o l e  in  t h e  NSDAP advance cf  19 30. The 
c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  NSDAP v o te  and th e  fa rm ers  fo r  t h e  1930 
e l e c t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  of 1S28. The d i f f e r e n c e  between 
th e s e  two v a lu e s  su g g e s t s  a s l i g h t  improvement of the  NSDAP
162 Sudolf  H e t e r l e ,  From Democracy to  Nazism, p. 10h.
i®3 Bracher  e t  a 1 . ,  Die n a t i o n a l s c z i a l i s t i s c h e
M a c h te rq re i fu n g . p .  33.
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«-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------— - — ---------1
i T able  2 5 : C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote and j
j f a r m e r s ,  1930 I
1 Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change |
| o f  vo te  1928/30 and pe rc en ta g e  vo te  1930 |
I of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rcen tage  j
I f a rm e rs .  |
| NSDAE KPD SPD ZP |
I Xchange 1928/30 - . 0 2  - . 2 7  .3 6  .19  |
| September 1930 - . 0 5  - . 5 4  - . 4 5  .31 1
I Mete: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
I c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1025 < N < 1C30. i
«----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1
farmer b a s e .
The two l e f t  p a r t i e s  which,  accord ing  t c  B e te r l e * s  
a s s e r t i o n ,  had picked op su p p o r t  from workers in  th e  farming 
a r e a s  i n  n o r th e rn m o s t  Germany y i e ld e d  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
with th e  changes  in  v o t e .  The c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  the  KPD vote 
i n c r e a s e  and th e  fa rm ers  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  p a r ty  had n o t  
picked ap su p p o r t  from fa rm ers  n a t io n w id e .  The SPD 
c o e f f i c i e n t  with the  fa rm ers  improved m arg in a l ly  fo r  t h e  
1930 e l e c t i o n  compared with t h a t  o f  1928 b e t  t h a t  was 
probably  t h e  r e s a l t  o f  t h e  p a r t y * s  l o s s  of urban s u p p o r t .
On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  farm er  c o e f f i c i e n t  of  the  KPD*s 
1930 v o te  dropped compared with t h a t  of  1928, from - . 5 2  to  
- . 5 4 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  an i n c r e a s e  o f  i t s  non-farmer suppor t  b a s e .  
The p a r t i e s  t h a t  f a r e d  b e s t  in  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g io n s  were
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t h e  Zentrum and the  German Countrymen P a r t y ,  the  l a t t e r  
y i e l d i n g  a va lue  of .3 1 .
Hhile  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  fo r  t h e  NSDAE vo te  i n c i e a s e  i n  1930 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f a rm e rs  had not p layed a p redominant  r o l e  
in  t h e  1930 s u r g e ,  t h e  pa r ty  p icked up s u b s t a n t i a l  su p p o r t
in  farming a r e a s  ----  i f  they had no t  the s a i d  c o e f f i c i e n t
uould have been s t r o n g l y  n e g a t iv e .  The breakdown c f  th e  
NSDAE vote  acco rd ing  to d e n s i t y  of farming p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t .  Table  26 p ro v id e s  t h e s e  d a t a ,  as  
well  a s  t h e  co rre sp o n d in g  d a ta  fo r  th e  KPD, t h e  SPD and t h e  
Zentrum.
The breakdown of th e  NSDAE vo te  in  Table 26 r e a f f i r m s  th e  
i n d i c a t i o n  cf  th e  Pearson  c o r r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  tk e  Nazi vo te  
gain i n  1930 was n a t io n w id e ,  in c lu d in g  both farming and 
non-farming a r e a s .  As a n a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  the  Nazis r e c e iv e d  
s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  g a in s  in  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  th an  in t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s  r e i n f o r c i n g  th e  e a r l i e r  i c t e r p r e t a t i o n  
t h a t  th e  R a z i s '  base  among the  p e asan t ry  was n e i t h e r  
predominant nor e x c l u s i v e .
In  th e  ICPSB d a ta  s e t ,  " o t h e r  p a r t i e s "  y i e l d e d  an even 
s t r o n g e r  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  . 3 3 .  The p a r t i e s  were n o t  
i d e n t i f i e d  b u t  might have in c lu d e d  amonc o t h e r s  t h e  
f o l lo w in g  t h a t  a l s o  s to ^d  i n  the  1928 e l e c t i o n :  
P e a s a n t s '  League,  C h r i s t i a n  R a t io n a l  P e a sa n t s  P a r t y ,  and 
t h e  Saxonian P a r t y .  These were a l l  f a r m e r s '  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  The " e t h e r "  vo te  vent  up fcom 2.7831 in  
1928 t o  4.77T in  1930. The t h r e e  a forem ent ioned  p a r t i e s  
g a rn e red  5 . 45X in  1926. I t  i s  p robab le  t h a t  t h e i r  s h a r e  
of  th e  vote dropped i n  1930.
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T able  26; P a t ty  v c te  v s .  f a n n e r s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  1930
Breakdown, p e rc en ta g e  change o f  v o te  
1928/30 and p e rc en ta g e  vo te  1930 o f  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with percen tage  
f a r n e r s .
NStAP KPD
change Sept*r change S e p t ' r
28/30 1930 28/30 193 C
Bean 15.84 18.98 2.26 8. 61
0-5? farmer 15.69 19.60 2.82 14.43
05. 1-10 16.42 19. 80 2.96 11.98
10.1-20 16.29 19.88 3.31 12.64
20.1-30 14.55 17.27 2.85 10.60
30.1-40 15.46 16.70 2.18 7 .71
40.1-50 18.45 21.09 1.84 6 .2 5
50.1-60 16.87 19.44 1.77 4 .74
60.1-90 13.20 16.37 1.17 3 .  45
ETA .202 . 164 .288 .539
(N=1025) (1029) (1025) (1029)
SPE ZP
change Sept*r change S e p t #r
28/30 1930 28/30 193C
j Mean - 4 .3 9 22.36 - 0 .3 2 18.97
| 00.0-C5 - 5 . 5 3 26.68 - 0 .7 5 11.25
J 05.1-10 - 6 . 0 0 27.20 - 1 .8 5 11.78
1 10.1-20 -5 .9 1 27.86 - 0 .7 5 11.€8
1 20 .1-30 - 5 .0 9 27.95 - 1 .0 0 16. C7
| 30. 1-40 - 4 .2 6 24.75 -0 .8 1 20.93
| 40 .1-50 - 4 . 1 2 21.81 - 0 . 1  6 17.24
| 50.1-60 -3 .2 8 16.30 0.34 25.34
| 60. 1-90 - 2 .2 7 11. 12 1.21 33. 33
| ETA .375 .504 .231 .333
(N=1Q25) (1030) (1025) (1029)
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The NSDAP vote d i s t r i b u t i o n  Mas more u n i f o r n  than  th o s e  
of t h e  t h r e e  p a r t i e s  of  comparison.  The Zentrum m ain ta ined  
i t s  s t ro n g  farming i d e n t i t y ;  i n  s p i t e  of i t s  o v e r a l l  d rop ,  
i t  advanced in  communities t h a t  were over  60% a g r i c u l t u r a l .  
The KPD and th e  SPE were c l e a r l y  u r b a n - o r i e n t e d .  
P r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  they  had a major problem in  g a in in g  
peasan ts*  v o t e s .  Hhile they  may have gained t i e  s u p p o r t  o f  
workers  i n  the  farming a re a s  o f  S c h le sw ig -H o ls te in  as 
f leberle  a s s e r t e d ,  t h i s  was not d i s c e r n i b l e  a t  the  n a t i o n a l  
l e v e l .  The NSDAP, on the  o th e r  hand, had su rp a ssed  t h e  
combined p e rc e n ta g e  o f  su p p o r t  of  the  KPD and the  SPD in  
a r e a s  with th e  h e a v i e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  f a rm e rs .
1 * 5  lb .e _ 0 & g j£ lg l£ d
The N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  had a t t r a c t e d  c o n s i d e r a b le  su pp o r t  
from th e  unemployed du r ing  the  1920s. Had t h i s  group a l s o  
p layed a p rom inent  p a r t  in  the  NSDAP su rge  in  1S30?
The j o b l e s s  r ank s  had grown s i n c e  the  time of  th e  
p rev io u s  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  September 1928. Unemploynent had been 
very g r e a t  dur ing  th e  s e v e re  w in te r  o f  1928-29. Hhile i t  
d e c l in e d  w i th  t h e  r e t u r n  of warmer w e a th e r ,  by the  autumn of 
1929 i t  had r i s e n  r a p i d l y . 165 Table 27 d e p i c t s  th e  
deepening jo b  c r i s i s .
I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  bu lk  of the  unemployed was 
predom inan t ly  o f  t h e  working c l a s s .  As t h e  economic c r i s i s  
deepened t h e  middle c l a s s  a l so  became s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d ,
165 Schmidt ,  j&tflan_E.gsj _ ! 9 2 3 3 , p.  51.
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Table 27: Unemployment 1928-1930
Unemployed 
in  numbers
Unemployed a s  pe rcen tage  
o f  work fo rce
Ju ly  1928
December 1928 





2 . 8  b 
1.3 B 
3 B





| Mote: Data  up to  and in c l u d i n g  Ja n u ary  J
j 1929, frcm C h i l d s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. 31 ;  j
I a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1929, frcm Bracfcer, The German j
i D i c t a t o r s h i p , p .  169. B r a c h e r ' s  o f f i c i a l  f i c u r e s  |
| do n o t  i n c l u d e  u n r e g i s t e r e d  unemployed o r  p a r t  t ime |
| workers .  j
j P e rce n tag e  d a ta  a re  frcm John A. Hoses, j
I H-aae-Unionism i n  Germany: vp lune_ lM o.19 19-1933  1
| (Totowa: N . J . ,  Barnes and Noble, 1 9 8 2 ) ,  |
j Appendix VII .  I
I II I
I-------------------------------- ;--------------------------------------------------------------------- 1
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  1930. An i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  dep th  of t h e  
j o b l e s s  problem w i th in  t h e  b lue  c o l l a r  segment i s  co n ta in e d  
in  th e  f i g u r e  of  unenplcyment of  t r a d e  union members: a t
e l e c t i o n  t im e  i t  had r i s e n  t o  t w e n ty - e ig h t  p e r c e n t ,  from 
e i g h t  p e r c e n t  i n  May 1928.
A f te r  1928 t h e  NSDAP d i s c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  
d i r e c t  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  the  unions  and i n s t e a d  a t t e s p t e d  to  
b u i ld  t h e i r  own union o r g a n i s a t i o n .  In  th e  c c u r s e  of  t h i s  
s t r a t e g y  t h e  Nazis had to  end t h e i r  i s o l a t i o n  from union
1 6 6  Pe rcen tag e  of  membership, s e a s o n a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  removed. 
Schmidt ,  German,Business  C y c le s , p .  69.
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p o l i t i c s  t h a t  t h e i r  o ld  s t r a t e g y  o f  a n t i - a n i o n  s t r u g g l e  had 
e n t a i l e d .  Under t h e  s lo g a n ,  " I n to  t h e  f a c t o r i e s ! " 467 th e  
Nazis ,  under t h e  " l e f t i s t "  Gregor S t r a s s e r ,  b u i l t  an NSDAP 
c e l l  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  N a t i c n a l s c z i a l i s t i s c h e
E e t r i e b s z e l l e n o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  or NSBO, b u t  which did not grow 
auch beyond a s p l i n t e r  g r o u p . 468
Mere s u c c e s s f u l ,  accord ing  to  B rache r ,  was the  NSDAP 
e f f o r t  t o  win over the  growing mass of  unemployed, which 
began in  1928 .468 A t o c l  toward t h i s  end was th e  NSDAP 
propaganda newspaper,  Eer B rw er t lo se  (The Unemployed), whose 
r e c r u i tm e n t  u n i t s  would d i s t r i b u t e  l e a f l e t s  a t  t h e  l ab o u r  
exchanges .  Since i t  was a t  t h e s e  unemployment o f f i c e s  t h a t  
young KPD a c t i v i s t s  a l s o  c a r r i e d  ou t  p o l i t i c a l  work, members 
of t h e s e  twe groups sometimes engaged in  b ra w ls .
? e t ,  B racher  a s s e r t s ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  th e  Nazis 
succeeded i n  r e c r u i t i n g  from t h e  working c l a s s ,  and even 
e n l i s t e d  young Commurist a c t i v i s t s  who were b e se t  by 
economic prob lem s,  i n t o  the  SA. As a r u l e ,  t h e  NSEAP c e l l s  
of t h e  unemployed won only th e  d r i f tw ood  of ycung u n s t a b le  
workers ,  t h e  down and ou t  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s ,  and unemployed
white  c o l l a r  workers ----- not t h e  members cf o rg an is ed
l a b o u r .  B r a c h e r ,  however,  does  not account  f o r  th e  b a s i s  of
467 The o r i g i n a l  e x p re s s io n  i n  German was Binein  i n  d i e  
B e t r i e b e . a b b r e v i a t e d  i n t o  "BiB."
468 E ra c h e r ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p , p. 156.
169 I b i d .
470 E rac h e r ,  The German D ic ta t o r s h i p , p. 157.
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h i s  c o n c l u s i o n . 170
The NSDAP, t h e n ,  had d i r e c t l y  add ressed  the  j o b l e s s  s i n c e  
1928 as  unemployment grew. The outcome f o r  th e  NSDAP of  th e  
j o b l e s s  vo te  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by th e  Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  
the  c o r r e l a t i c n s  between th e  p a r t y  v o te s  and t h e  unemployed, 
in  Table  23.
Table 2 8 s C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote and 
unemployed, 1930
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rcen tag e  change 
of v o te  1S28/30 and p e rc e n t a g e  vo te  1930 
of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rcen tag e  
unemployed.
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
Xchange 1928/30 .17 . 0 5  - .  1C - .0 1
September 1930 .17 .03  . 16 - . 1 8
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1025 < N < 1030.
The NSDAP vote  cf 1930 y i e l d e d  a f a i r l y  s t ro n g  
c o e f f i c i e n t  with th e  unemployed. The e q u a l ly  s t r o n g  vo te  
change c o e f f i c i e n t  i n  Table 28 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  the  unemployed 
played an im p o r tan t  r o l e  in  the  NSDAP su rge  in  1930, 
s t r e n g th e n in g  t h e  p a r t y ’ s  base among t h e  j o b l e s s :  For 1928
the  comparable c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  was . 0 6 .
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The S o c i a l  Democrats f a r e d  b e t t e r  than  th e  Communists in  
a t t r a c t i n g  th e  j o b l e s s , and d id  about  as  well as t h e  Nazis .  
The SPD c o e f f i c i e n t s  a re  nnch th e  sane  whether the  p a r ty  had 
been i n  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  a p e r io d  of r e l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y ,  a s  a t  
the  t i n e  o f  t h e  1928 e l e c t i o n ,  or  in  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  
c o a l i t i o n  government incumbency under  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  
unemployment, a s  in  1930.
The NSDAP perform ance ,  on t h e  o th e r  band, a p p ea rs  t o  have 
f l u c t u a t e d  with th e  economic c o n ju n c tu r e ;  th e y  d id  well  i n  
a r e a s  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  unemployment when th e  economy was in  a 
r e c e s s i o n ,  and not  as  wel l  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  i n  an economic 
upswing. In  t im es  o f  economic c r i s i s ,  th e  Nazis appeared  to  
have been more e f f e c t i v e  than t h e i r  r i v a l s  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  
long term j o b l e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th ose  in  a re a s  of the  h ig h e s t  
unemployment r a t e .
The most s u c c e s s f u l  p a r t y  a t  a t t r a c t i n g  th e  unemployed 
was, a s  in  1928, th e  DNVP, with a c o e f f i c i e n t  c f  . 1 7 .  This 
nonworkers* p a r ty  ( - .3 0  with working c l a s s )  was c l o s e r  to  
the  NSDAP than  any o th e r  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  p a r t y .  I t  was 
fo l lowed by the  two Grand C o a l i t i o n  p a r t i e s ,  the  DVP, a t  
.1671 ( .26  with working c l a s s )  and the  SPD, a t  .14  (.44
with t h e  working c l a s s ) .  Four th  were the  NSDAP, fo l low ed  by 
the  Biddle C las s  P a r ty  ( .14  and .41 r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  .14  with  
middle c l a s s ) .  These p a r t i e s  a l l  had t h e i r  u rban  c h a r a c t e r  
in  common. I t  can a l s o  be s a i d  t h a t  two camps were 
r e p r e s e n t e d :  on one hand a working c l a s s  p a r t y  ----- which
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should  be e x p ec ted  ----  and i t s  p a r l i a m e n ta ry  c o a l i t i o n  a l l y .
On the other, the nonworking class, or middle class (DNVP 
.10 uith middle class) right wing.
The d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  NSDAP p r o t e s t  p a r ty  and th e  
r e c e n t l y  go ve rn ing  SPD among th e  unemployed i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  
by the  breakdown o f  t h e  p a r t i e s *  v o tes  acco rd in g  to  t h e  
unemployment r a t e ,  i n  Table 29.
The 1930 NSDAP vo te  i s  more s t r o n g l y  c o r r e l a t e d  u i t h  t h e  
degree  o f  unemployment than  th e  1930 SPD v o te .  The d a ta  f o r  
the  NSDAP a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  with  B r a c h e r ' s  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  t h e  
p a r ty  a t t r a c t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  su p p o r t  from t h e  unemployed. 
The NSDAP f a r e d  b e t t e r  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  than  t h e  KPD who had 
always had a s te ad y  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o f i l e .  Among the r e g io n s  
of t h e  h i g h e s t  unemployment t h e r e  was no c l e a r  p o l a r i s a t i o n  
between th e  NSDAP and the  KPD.
The SPD did  re a so n a b ly  w e l l  i n  a r e a s  o f  h igh  j o b l e s s n e s s  
even though f a c t o r s  were m i l i t a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  s u c c e s s .  
Eecause of the  n a tu r e  of  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  and the  f a c t  t h a t  
the  SPD was a major t a r g e t  of  NSDAP propaganda,  t h e  SPD 
m e r i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n .  As t h e  d a ta  have i n d i c a t e d ,  
the SPD was t h e  l a r g e s t  p a r ty  w i th  a c l e a r l y  a p p aren t  
working c l a s s  b a s e .  S ince  th e  workers made up a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r o p o r t io n  c f  t h e  j o b l e s s  the SPD cou ld  be 
expec ted  t o  do well  amongst t h i s  group.  Unemployment
p r e s e n te d  a s t r a t e g i c  dilemma f o r  th e  SPD, one t h a t  invo lved  
i t s  s e l f - p e r c e p t i o n ,  and p r o j e c t i o n ,  a s  a p a r ty  e i t h e r
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Ta b le  2 9 : P a r ty  vote  v s .  unemployed, p e r c e n ta g e s  1930
Breakdown, p e rc e n t a g e  change of vo te  
1928/30 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1930 of 
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committed t o  a p o s t - c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  or to  re fo rm ing  
c a p i t a l i s m .
The SPD were a govern ing  p a r ty  f o r  much of  the  p e r io d  
b e fo re  th e  e l e c t i o n ,  a governing  p a r t y  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a
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d e c l i n i n g  economy u i t h  r i s i n g  unemployment. They a l s o  had a 
dilemma about  whether to  a c t  a s  " h e i r s "  o r  " d o c t o r s "  to  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  sy s tem ,  i . e .  whether t o  l e t  the  c a p i t a l i s t  c r i s i s  
run i t s  c o u rs e  i n t o  a p o s t c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  cr  whether  to  
a d m i n i s t e r  to  t h e  i l l  p a t i e n t . 171 While they tad  opted f o r  
t h e  r o l e  o f  d o c to r  in  November 1918, to  t h e  dismay of t h e i r
l e f t  wing, th e  g u e s t i c n  c f  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  ----  reformism
v e r s u s  r e v o l u t i o n  ----  a p p a r e n t l y  s t i l l  preyed on the  minds
of  th e  SPD l e a d e r s .  In sub seq u e n t  y e a r s  the  dilemma 
w hi thered  away and th e  new s e l f  p e r c e p t i c r  of S o c ia l  
Democracy was of i t s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a workers* o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  
d e fend ing  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  working c l a s s  i n  the  long and 
th e  s h o r t  te rm .  In  1930, however, the  November 1918 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  was s t i l l  a r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  e v en t  
and f o r  many o f  th e  l e f t ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  
SPD, t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system appeared  to  be maturing i n t o  
o b s o l e s c e n c e .
171 In 1931, F r i t z  Tarnow, a l e a d e r  of  t h e  ADGF, Germany's 
l a r g e s t  union with some f i v e  m i l l io n  members in 1930, 
o u t l i n e d  th e  dilemma:
Are we s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  s ick b ed  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  
n o t  o n l y . . . a s  d o c to r s  who want to  c e r e  the  
p a t i e n t ,  bu t  a l s o  a s  c h e e r f u l  h e i r s  who 
c a n n o t  wai t  l o r  the  end and would l i k e  to  
h a s te n  i t  with  po ison?  Our e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n  
i s  e x p re s sed  in t h i s  image. He a r e  cordemned,
I  t h i n k ,  to  be d o c to r s  who s e r i o u s l y  d e s i r e  a 
c u r e ,  and ye t  we a l s c  m a in ta in  t h e  f e e l i n g  
t h a t  we a re  h e i r s  who wish to  r e c e i v e  the  
e n t i c e  leg acy  o f  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  system today 
r a t h e r  than tomorrow. This double r o l e ,  
d o c to r  and h e i r ,  i s  a damned d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .
In  Hunt, German Soc i a l  Democracy 1918-1933. p .  38.
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The S o c i a l  Democrats had r e t u r n e d  t o  power i n  1928 and 
thus  found th em se lv e s  in  o f f i c e  as  t h e  Great  Depress ion  
s t r u c k .  As " h e i r s "  they  sh o u ld  have done no th ing  to  
overcome th e  c r i s i s .  As " d o c t o r s "  they  should  have 
co u n te red  th e  r e c e s s i o n  and fough t  unemployment. 
( S t r a t e g i c a l l y  i t  might have been b e s t  f o r  t h e  SPE to  have 
had a n o th e r  p a r t y  in  government a c t i n g  a s  incompetent  
" d o c t o r s . " ) 172 I n s t e a d  they  pursued  n e i t h e r  p o l i c y  with any 
c o n s i s t e n c y .  Apparent ly  they were a l s o  caught  by s u r p r i s e  
as most p a r t y  l e a d e r s  had by th e  l a t e  1920s ccoe t o  accep t  
the  S o c i a l  Democrat Eduard E e r n s t e i n ' s  views on th e  
d im in ish in g  importance  cf  t h e  b u s in e s s  c y c l e - 173 They 
a c t u a l l y  had locked forward  t o  a c o n t i n u a l l y  expanding
172 Bunt s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a s  " d o c t o r s "  they  " s e e s i n g l y  should  
have under taken  a massive a n t i c y c l i c a l  program of 
d e f i c i t  spending to  expand mass p u rchas ing  power and 
s t i m u l a t e  b u s in e s s  r e v i v a l . "  Hunt, German S o c ia l
Democracy 1918-1933. p. 39. Keynesian pump priming had
not  y e t  been t r i e d  in  1930. I f  t h e  SPD had a n t i c i p a t e d
H un t 's  su g g e s t io n  they would have become p io n e e r s  by a 
year  o r  two. p o l i t i c a l l y  t h e y ,  and the  un ions ,  were 
more l i k e l y  to  become p io n e e r s  s i n c e  they  were committed 
t o  de fen d in g  workers '  pay.  An i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  was 
prov ided  by a Hew York Times r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  H at iona l  
l a b o r  F e d e ra t io n  of Germany opposed the  r e d u c t io n  of  
wages on th e  grounds t h a t  i t  would reduce  purchas ing  
power and i n t e n s i f y  t h e  d e p r e s s io n .  New Yo rk Times. 14 
November 1930, p.  8 :7 .
173 Schmidt ,  German Business  c y c l e s , p .  38.
B e r n s t e in  had a l s o  argued t h a t  the Marxian
e m i s s e r a t i o n  theo ry  ----- t h e  id ea  t h a t  the  working c l a s s
would become ev e r  worse o f f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r u l i n g  
c l a s s  ----- was o b s o l e t e .  Eduard B e r n s t e i n ,  Foreword to
1921, p .  6 f ;  i n  Hannes Heer, B uro fr ieden  oder
Klassenkanpf :  Zur  Pol i t i k  de r  so z ia ld e m o k ra t i s c h e n
Gewerkschaften 1930 -  1933 (Neuwied and B e r l i n :
l u c h t e r h a n d ,  1971), p.  9 .
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economy as l a t e  as  two months b e fo re  t h e  New Ycrk c r a s h . 174 
The SPD's p o l i c y  o p t io n s  had a l s o  t e e n  c o n s t r a i n e d  by 
c o a l i t i o n  membership.
3 .6  B e l iq io n
The NSDAP v o te s  o f  Hay 1924 and 1928 had y i e l d e d  r a t h e r  weak 
n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  with C a t h o l i c s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  th e  
p a r ty  en joyed  somewhat s t r o n g e r  su p p o r t  among P r o t e s t a n t s  
than  among C a t h o l i c s .  The NSDAE v o te  of Deceiber  1924 had 
produced a f a i r l y  s t r o n g  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n .  Given th e  
e x p l i c i t l y  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  NSDAP pronouncements in t h e  e a r l y  
1920s t h e  p a r t y  had not met with t h e  l e v e l  of  C a th o l i c  
r e j e c t i o n  t h a t  might be e x p e c te d .  The NSDAP# or  a t  l e a s t  
H i t l e r #  had a p p a r e n t ly  recog n ise d  t h a t  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  
s t a t e m e n t s  could  c o s t  th e  p a r t y  s u p p o r t . 17s There a re  no 
i n d i c a t i o n s  from the  NSDAP propaganda m a t e r i a l  or  from 
newspaper r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  e x p l i c i t  Nazi 
a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m  in  the  two years  p reced ing  the  1930 
e l e c t i o n  had been d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  c o r re sp o n d in g  l e n g t h  of 
pe r io d  b e fo r e  th e  1928 e l e c t i o n . 176 However# tfcere had been 
two Nazi p u b l i s h in g  ev en ts  t h a t  r e v iv e d  t h e  concern  of 
C a th o l i c  l e a d e r s  over  the  NSDAP: Ludendorff*s  a n t i - C a t h o l i c
pamphlet# " S a lv a t io n  from Je su s  C h r i s t , "  o r i g i n a l l y
174 Bunt, german Soc ia l  Democracy 1918-1933 .  p .  38.
175 Hamilton# Hho Voted f c r  H i t l e r ? , p. 602f.
176 The New York  l im e s .  in  i t s  e v e r  growing coverage  of
ev en ts  in  Germany# r e p o r t e d  no major Nazi a n t i - C a t h o l i c  
i n c i d e n t s  b e fo re  the  1932 e l e c t i o n .
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p u b l i s h e d  in  1924, was r e p u b l i s h e d  i n  1929.*77 The church 
h i e r a r c h y  e x p re s s e d  i t s  condemnation o f  t h e  t r a c t .  There 
had a l s o  been th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  th e  Nazi A lf red  B o sen b e rg ' s
" h ea th en  v iews"  i n  Per ffvthus des 20.  J a h r b o n d e r t s  j u s t
b e fo re  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n .  The church  h i e r a r c h y  condemned 
both t h e  book and th e  NSDAP.*78 These p u b l i s h in g  e v e n t s  
s t a n d  ou t  in  what may appear  to  have been g r e a t e r  NSDAP 
c i r c u m s p e c t io n  s i n c e  1924 c o n ce rn ing  the  C a t h o l i c s .  There 
might well  have been a h ig h e r  l e v e l  o f  v i g i l a n c e  i n  1930 
than  i n  1928 among C a th o l i c  church  l e a d e r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  
the  NSDAP. The Zentrum n igh t  have r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  in  t h e i r  
condemnation of th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  a s  "dead ly  enemies 
of C h r i s t i a n i t y . " * 7®
Given t h e  g e n e r a l  su rge  of  s u p p o r t  f o r  the  NSDAE i n  1930 
and the  r e l a t i v l e y  low l e v e l  o f  C a th o l i c  h o s t i l i t y  tow ards  
th e  p a r ty  in t h e  1920s d e s p i t e  i t s  a n t i - C a t h o l i c  
pronouncements, the  p a r ty  cou ld  have been expec ted  n e t  to  
have f a r e d  much worse with th e  C a th o l i c s  i n  193G than  i t  had 
in  t h e  e a r l i e r  e l e c t i o n s .  Table  30 p r e s e n t s  the  Pearson 
c o e f f i c i e n t s  fo r  th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  NSDAP 1930 vote  
and C a t h o l i c s .
*77 I t  had o r i g i n a l l y  s o l d  over  400,000 
i t ,  p . 146.
c o p ie s .  Pridham,
178 Hamilton, p .  602f.
*7* The Zentrum bad c i r c u l a t e d  an e l e c t i o n  l e a f l e t  with t h e  
t i t l e  o f  "The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  a r e  the  Deadly Enemies 
c f  C h r i s t i a n i t y . "  C h i l d e r s ,  The Nazi V o te r , p. 189.
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I ]
I Table  3 0 : C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote and |
j C a th o l i c s *  1930 I
I I
I Pearson coefficients, percentage change |
I of vote  1928/30 and p e rc e n ta g e  v o t e  1930 |
| of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rc e n ta g e  |




I NSDAP KPD SPD ZP |
1 I
| Xchange 1928/30 - . 6 0  -005 . 2 2  - . 0 4  |
I I
1 September 1930 - . 5 6  - . 2 5  - . 6 6  .9 3  |
I I
| Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in  the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
| c o e f f i c i e n t  t c  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1024 < N < 1C25. |
1 Ii----------------------------------------------------------------   i
The NSDAP vote i n c r e a s e  (change) c o e f f i c i e n t  of - . 6 0  f o r  
the  c o r r e l a t i o n  with C a th o l i c s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
Nazi movement*s 1930 su rg e  occu r red  predom inan t ly  with t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  su p p o r t  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s .  The c o r r e l a t i o n  va lue  of  
- . 5 6  between th e  1930 NSDAP v o te  and C a th o l i c s  prov ided  th e  
t h i r d  w id es t  c leav ag e  f o r  th e  p a r ty  along any v a r i a b l e  and 
u i th  any f ie ic h s ta g  e l e c t i o n .  There  was th u s  s t r o n g  C a th o l i c  
r e s i s t a n c e  towards th e  NSDAP i n  1930. I h i s  i s  remarkable  in  
the  s e n se  t h a t  when a p a r ty  g a in s  m ass ive ly  i t  u s u a l ly  does 
so i n  a lm ost  e v e ry  s e c t o r  o f  s o c i e t y .  And th e  p a r ty  d id  
p ick  up su p p o r t  i n  h e a v i ly  C a th o l i c  a r e a s ;  t h i s  i s  e v id e n t  
from t h e  breakdown of  the  NSDAP vote  acco rd ing  to  t h e  
p e rc en ta g e  of C a t h o l i c s  o f  the  K re is e .  in  Table 31.
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Table  3 1 : P a t ty  v c te  v s .  C a t h o l i c s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  1930
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of  vo te  
1928/30 and p e rc en ta g e  vote  1930 of 
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with pe rcen tag e  
C a t h o l i c .
KSEAP KPD
change Sept  *r change Sept*;
28/30 1930 28/30 193C
Mean in
GO•in 19.01 2.27 8 .  £3
0-5* Cath 20.10 23.61 2. 13 10. 14
05 .1-10 18.22 21.22 2.09 11. Cl
10. 1-20 17.30 20.57 2. 26 10. 13
20. 1-30 18.56 22.34 2-76 8.26
30 .1 -40 17.84 21.71 2.77 8.66
49-, 1-50 13.97 17.61 2-71 1 0 . C5
50 .1 -60 12.55 16. 18 2.62 9.10
60 .1 -70 13-16 16.30 2.44 7 .  65
70 .1 -80 10.91 13.87 1.79 8 .  20
80 .1 -90 9.90 12.81 2. 56 7 .19
90. 1-100 8.22 10.31 2.08 5 .  18
ETA .602 .564 .108 .2 6 9
£N= 1024) (1024) (1024) (102
SPD ZP
change Sept  *r change Sept*
28/30 1930 28/30 193C
Mean
0•;r1 22 .32 -0 .3 2 18. S6
0-5* Cath -4 .7 3 28.48 -0 .0 2 0 .  65
05. 1-10 - 4 .7 9 29.24 0.04 2-63
10. 1-20 - 5 .0 9 28.47 0.03 6 .  69
20. 1-30 - 5 .1 4 25.20 -1 .7 3 12.68
30. 1-40 - 5 . 6 8 21.80 -0 .7 6 18.92
40 .1-50 -4 .3 9 17.83 -1 .0 3 26.61
50. 1-60 - 5 .1 6 18.00 -1 .1 7 31.  £7
60 .1 -70 -4 .0 3 15-27 -2 .61 38.57
70. 1-80 - 3 . 7 4 10.97 -0 .1 1 47.25
80.1-90 -3 .8 9 12.84 - 0 .8 0 47.24
90. 1-100 - 2 .7 2 10.03 -0 .0 3 51.23
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I ETA .270 .670 .176 .9 3 3  I
| {N= 1024) (1025) (1024) (1C24) |
I Ii__________________________________________________________________ i
Tab le  31 c l e a r l y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP gained  su p p o r t  in  
a l l  a r e a s .  At t h e  saoe  t im e ,  th e  i n c r e a s e  in  su pp o r t  f o r
the  p a r t y  i n  th e  a l l  but  f u l l y  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s  ------ t h o se  in
which up to  f i v e  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  p o p u la t io n  were C a th o l i c s
  was more than  tw ice  i t s  i n c r e a s e  in  s u p p o r t  in  the  a l l
but  f u l l y  C a th o l i c  a r e a s .  A way t o  view t h i s  development 
would be to  say t h a t  the  r e l i g i o u s  f a c t o r  r e s u l t e d  i n
d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  of  i n c r e a s e  in  a b s o l u t e  su p p o r t  f o r  th e
NSDAP; t h e  p a r t y  o b ta in e d  a very high  r a t e  o f  in c re a s e  from 
P r o t e s t a n t s  and a s i g n i f i c a n t  one from C a t h o l i c s .  The
l a t t e r  group e x h i b i t e d  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  Nazi su rg e .  
The n a tu r e  of t h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  m e r i t s  c l o s e r  e x am in a t ion .
I t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  Zentrum (and BVP) v o te  c o e f f i c i e n t  
in Table  30 t h a t  t h a t  p a r ty  enjoyed extremely  s t ro n g  su p p o r t  
from th e  C a t h o l i c s .  The d a ta  on the  Zentrum in  Table  31
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  p a r ty  had th e  su p p o r t  of about h a l f  of
a l l  C a t h o l i c s .  Throughout the  Heimar e r a  t h e  Zentrum vote  
was, as  in  1930, remarkably  s t e a d y .  The s t ro n g h o ld  of
p o l i t i c a l  C a th o l ic i sm  was of c o u rse  the  predominantly
C a th o l i c  s o u t h ,  where t h e  newspapers commonly supported  th e  
Zentrum p a r t y . 188 But C a th o l i c  p o c k e ts  i n  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s  
a l s o  voted fo r  th e  Z en t rum .181 G re b in g ' s  r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e
180 Bamil ton ,  Mh_o_3oted_for H i t l e r ? , p. 372.
181 I b i d . .  p. 6 0 2 f .
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p o l i t i c a l  u n i ty  o f  C a th o l i c s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  j u s t i f i e d - 182 
n o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  Zentrun  and t h e  BVP d id  n o t  have a b o nopoly 
of th e  C a th o l i c  v o t e .  Table 31 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the  t v o  
p a r t i e s  o f  th e  l e f t  r e c e iv e d  f i f t e e n  p e rc e n t  of  th e  vo te  in
the  most h e a v i l y  c a t h o l i c  a r e a s    o r  about a t h i r d  of  t h e
votes of Catholics not coonitted to the Zentrun and the BVP.
Since  t h e  Zentrun d e f in ed  i t s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  in  t e r n s  of 
r e l i g i o u s  a f f i l i a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  soc io-econom ic  t e r n s  
—-  th e  p a r ty  uas founded i n  1870 f o r  t h e  purpose of  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  i n t e r e s t s  of C a th o l i c s  who had become a
n i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  u n i f i e d  Geraany ----  i t s  s o c i a l  compos i t ion
uas d i v e r s e .
The p a r t y ' s  p o s i t i o n s  on i s s u e s  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  
d i v e r s i t y . 183 The Zentrun was somewhat c l o s e r  to  t h e  SPD 
and t h e  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s  than t o  t h o s e  of the  r i g h t .  The 
p a r t y ' s  Grand C o a l i t i o n  c o o p e r a t io n  with the  SEC had fo rced  
i t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  g u e s t io n  c f  s o c i a l i s m  and a f t e r  1928 
t h e r e  bad been c o n s i d e r a b le  c o n fu s io n  w i th in  the  p a r t y  over 
t h i s  g u e s t i o n .  Many p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  C a th o l i c s  were 
ash ing  whether deep r e l i g i o u s  commitment cou ld  be u n i te d  
with t h e  open suppor t  fo r  t h e  em anc ipa t ion  of working 
p e o p l e . 188 Seme wanted the  Zentrun  t o  endorse  s o c i a l i s m .
183 C h i l d e r s ,  The Bazi V o te r , p .  23.
188 Grebing ,  Ge s c h i c h te  de r  deufcschen P a r t e i e r .  p. 104.
G re b in g ' s  t e r n ,  A i b e i t e r s c h a f t . has  no p r e c i s e  E ng l ish  
e g u i v a l e n t .  I t  has t h e r e f o r e  been ren de red  as "working 
people"  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n .
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o t h e r s  wanted to  d i s s o l v e  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  
i n d i v i d u a l  C a t h o l i c s  in th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e i r  c o n f e s s i o n a l  
Weltanschauung would be p o l i t i c a l l y  more e f f e c t i v e  than in  a 
s p l i t  p a r t y .  No d e te r m in a t io n  of  t h e s e  q u e s t io n  was 
ach ieved  and th e  p a r ty  c a r r i e d  on a s  b e f o r e .  The " C a th o l i c  
a c t i o n "  t h a t  the  C a t h o l i c  church  i n  Borne had c a l l e d  f o r  i n  
1928 had n o t  managed to force  the  Zentrum t o  c l e a n ly  s t a t e  
t h e i r  views on p u re ly  p o l i t i c a l  and economic q u e s t i o n s .  
I n s t e a d ,  i t  l ed  to  t h e  Zentrum r e a f f i r m i n g  i t s  r o l e  as t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c f  C a th o l i c  p r i n c i p l e s . t8S
The s t a b i l i t y  o f  C a th o l i c  p o l i t i c a l  behav iour  in  Weimar 
Germany i s  c i t e d  by Walter Dean Eurnham as an example o f  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f e s s i o n a l i s a .  C e r t a in  
p a r t i e s  d i s p l a y e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n f e s s io n a l i s m  i n  t h e i r  Weltanschauung and o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e  and had th e  c a p a c i ty  " t o  absorb  t h e  t o t a l  l i f e  of 
the i n d i v i d u a l  a d h e re n t  i n  a complete  p o l i t i c a l  
s u b c u l t u r e . " * 86 Burnham c o n s i d e r s  t h e  KPD# the  SPD, 
C a th o l i c  and n a t i o n a l i s t  p a r t i e s  t o  have been c o n f e s s i o n a l  
p a r t i e s .
A c o n f e s s i o n a l  p a r t y ,  i t  may be presumed, would 
ten d  to  have maximum co h es io n  under  c o n d i t i o n s  
where i t s  primary e l e c t o r a l  c l i e n t e l e  i s  a 
c l e a r l y - d e f i n e d  but no t  m in i s c u le  m in o r i t y ,  and 
where i t  has been under s e v e r e  a t t a c k  i n  th e  not 
d i s t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t .  The Z e n t ru m s p a r te i  i n
185 I b i d . .  p. 105.
>** Walter Dean Burnham, " P o l i t i c a l  Immunization and 
P o l i t i c a l  C c n fe s s io n a l i s m :  The United S t a t e s  and Weimar
Germany," J ourn3_l_gf_ i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  H is to ry  3 (1972),
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pre-1933  Germany i s  an cbv icus  case  here# as  a re
the Marxist SPD ana KPD.»®*
This d e f i n i t i o n  l e a v e s  o u t  " (m ) id d le  c l a s s  p a r t i e s "  which 
" w i l l  tend  i n  th e  n o rn a l  c a s e  to  be v o l u n ta r y ,  
l i m i t e d - l i a b i l i t y  a s s o c i a t i o n s . . . r a t h e r  than  p o l i t i c a l  
chu rches  c o a p l e t e  with comprehensive  world v iew s ."
Through p o l i t i c a l  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  beginning  in ch i ldhood  
and subseq u en t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a c r o s s  t i n e  in  the  p o l i t i c a l  
sys tem ,  p a r t i s a n  commitments d e v e lo p .  As t h e s e  co im i tm en ts  
become en t re n ch e d  with age v o t e r s  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  
immunised from p o l i t i c a l  a p p e a l s  a r i s i n g  o u t s i d e  " t h e i r  
p a r t y .  " i a a  The in v e r s e  of  p o l i t i c a l  immunisa t ion  i s  
p o l i t i c a l  co n ta g io n  and Burnham concludes  t h a t  " ( t ) h e  
p o s t - 1928 Nazi avalanche  th u s  ap p ea rs  as one cf the  p u r e s t  
examples o f  p o l i t i c a l  con tag ion  to  be found anywhere in  t h e  
d a ta  of  modern e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s . " 189 The c c n t r a c t o r s  of 
the  Nazi p o l i t i c a l  c o n ta g io n  had been p r i m a r i l y  t h o se  t h a t  
had su p p o r te d  t h e  l i b e r a l  p a r t i e s ,  accord ing  t c  Burnham, a 
p o in t  t h a t  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  in  connec t ion  with th e  s h i f t  i n  
v o t e s .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  1930 t h e  Zentrum v c t e ,  and t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  b ehav iour  of C a t h o l i c s ,  had n o t  e x h i b i t e d  change 
amidst  th e  Nazi surge  c f  1930. The s t r o n g l y  n e g a t iv e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  NSDAP v o te  and C a th o l i c s  d u r in g  t h i s  
su rge  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  with t h e  n o t io n  o f  the  h i g b e s t  l e v e l  of
187 I b i d .
las  I b i d . ,  p. 1.
lav i b i d . .  p . 9 .
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p o l i t i c a l  "immunity" among C a t h o l i c s .
The KPD vote  had y ie ld e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  weaker n e g a t iv e  
c o e f f i c i e n t  with C a t h o l i c s  th an  e i t h e r  those  o f  t h e  SPD or  
t h e  NSDAP. From 1926 to  1930 th e  KPD ga ined  v o te s  evenly  
a c r o s s  a l l  communit ies ,  as Table 31 shows, and as  does i t s  
v o t in g  change c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  .0 0 5  i n  Table 30.
Bunt a rg nes  t h a t  the  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Coamuris ts  t o  p ick  
t h e  s t a b l e  C a th o l i c  v o t e r s ,  who were l a r g e l y  wedded to  t h e  
Zentrum and Bavarian  P e o p l e ' s  p a r t i e s ,  has the  fo l lo w in g  
e x p l a n a t i o n :  D esp i te  v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  C a th o l ic i sm  and
Communism sh a re  th e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  in  
s p i r i t  and o r g a n i s a t i o n  and broad i d e o l o g i c a l  views of  th e  
world { i . e .  Bel tanschauung) .  C a th o l i c  workers ,  he 
c o n t i n u e s ,  who abandoned th e  Zentrum in  the  course  of  t h e  
Heimar Republic  found th e  KPD a more n a t u r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  
than  th e  SPD.190 I n d e e d ,  a l th o u g h  the  d i f f e r e n c e  may be 
s m a l l ,  the  KPD had a s m a l l e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of P r o t e s t a n t  v o t e r s  
th an  any p a r t y  o u t s i d e  th e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s :  t h e  KPE was 69% 
P r o t e s t a n t ,  the  DDF 74%, the  SPD 78%, the  DNVP 60%, t h e  DVP 
67%.
But the  C a th o l ic  r e j e c t i o n  in  1930 of the  N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  movement, a fceltanschauuno f o rm a t io n ,  may p o i n t  to  
a n o th e r  e x p la n a t io n :  t h e  KPD was a sm al l  p a r t y ,  and one
i s :  F ig u re s  from 1924, from Johannes S cbauff ,  t i e  deu tschen
katholik.gn und die Zentruaspartii:______ gjne
- E o U t l s c h - s t a t i s t i s c h e .  Qntersuchung de r_B eic h s t a^swahlen 
s e i t  1871 {Cologne: 1928) ,  p .  65, in  E rach e r ,  Die
Auflosunq der  Beimaret B e p u t l i k . p. 91. ~
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which a t t r a c t e d  the  most r a d i c a l  w orke rs ,  whether P r o t e s t a n t  
or C a t h o l i c .  This  e x p la n a t i o n  accommodates Eurnham's 
c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  o f  the  SPD as a p a r ty  cf  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n f e s s io n a l i s m .
i&2 3hg ggaigpg
The d ram a t ic  su rge  of th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  aovement 
t o g e t h e r  w ith  t h e  s t r o n g l y  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o c  between t h e  
NSDAP vote and C a th o l i c s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  made i t s  
l a r g e s t  g a in s  i n  the  P r o t e s t a n t  p a r t s  of the  c o u n t ry .  The 
r e g i o n a l  breakdown o f  t h e  NSDAP 1930 vote in Table 32 
conf i rm s  t h a t  t h i s  indeed o c cu r red .
I I
I Ta b le  3 2 ; The NSDAP vote  v s .  r e g i o n s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  | 
J 1930 |
I I
I Breakdown, p e rc en ta g e  change of vo te  |
j 1928/30 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  1930 of  |





E as t  so u th  e a s t 18.02 19.85
North 18.98 23.42
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In  each of t h e  t h r e e  nor thernm ost  and predom inant ly  
P r o t e s t a n t  r e g io n s  t h e  NSDAP vo te  i n c r e a s e  was no t  f a r  from 
t v i c e  t h a t  o f  t h e  s o u t h ,  t h e  most h e a v i ly  C a t h o l i c  r e g i o n .  
The low est  i n c r e a s e  o f  s u p p c r t  occurred  in  the  Euhr d i s t r i c t  
which was f o r t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  C a th o l i c  and had a l a r g e  
i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s .  The west which e x h i b i t e d  th e  
t h i r d  " lo w e s t "  i n c r e a s e  was wedged between t h e  Euhr d i s t r i c t  
and the  s o u t h .
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  by t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n  the  Nazis had 
a t t a i n e d  th e  t r u e  s t a t u s  o f  a n a t i o n a l  movement. In  1928 
they had r e c e i v e d  over  twc p e rc e n t  o f  th e  v o te s  in  cn ly  h a l f  
the  r e g i o n s .  In 1930 even t h e i r  weakest  r e g i o n ,  th e  Buhr 
d i s t r i c t ,  gave them an endorsement of app rox im ate ly  f i f t e e n  
p e rc e n t  of the  v o t e .  In  t h e  p rocess  th e  s o u t h ,  th e  NSDAP 
b i r t h p l a c e  and prime e l e c t o r a l  base in  1929, was su rp a s s e d  
by o t h e r  a r e a s .
The NSDAP had become t h e  s t r o n g e s t  p a r t y  i n  East  
P r u s s i a , 192 which i s  c o n ta in e d  in t h e  reg io n  of  the  Eas t  of  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  The r e g i o n a l  breakdown shews t h a t  th e  
NSDAP b e t t e r e d  i t s  e l e c t c r a l  h a r v e s t  by more than  twenty 
t im es t h e i r  1928 r e s u l t  i n  F r a n k f u r t  an der  Oder,  and by 13 
t im es  in  Pcmerania .
The Communists* s t r o n g h o l d s  were e a s t  B e r l i n ,  e a s t  
D usse ldo rf  and Merseburg where they emerged a s  the  s t r o n g e s t  
p a r t y .  They a l s o  were s u c c e s s f u l  in  Potsdam, Chemnitz,
192 Eracher e* 3 i - , l i e ____flatiflflalsc 2 ia i i s t i s c h e
f a c h t e £-3£ g j j u n g ,  F.  3 8 9 .
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Hamburg, v e s t  D u s se ld c r f  and L e i p z i g , 193 a l l  urban 
i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s .  As noted above, th e y  in c r e a s e d  t h e i r  vote 
e v en ly  a c r o s s  a l l  a r e a s  with a l l  l e v e l s  o f  C a th c l i c i s m .
The n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  n a t i o n a l l y  averaged a 1 5 .67% vo te  
i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  1930 e l e c t i o n .  Many s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have 
m ain ta ined  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP b e n e f i t t e d  from the  l a rg e  r i s e  i n  
v o tec  t u r n o u t  vhich r e p r e s e n t e d  p re v io u s ly  a p a t h e t i c ,  
a p o l i t i c a l  e lem en ts  t h a t  i n  1930 came out  to  vote f o r  the
»»3 i b i d .
!«♦ For example,  C h i ld s  s t a t e s  in  h i s  Germany s i n c e  1918. 
(p. 4 5 ) ,  t h a t  “they  f u r t h e r  von over the  n o n - p o l i t i c a l
e l e m e n t s ,  f o r  a n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h i s  e l e c t i o n  
Has th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o u t . . . F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Nazis ,  l i k e  
t h e  Communists, Here a t t r a c t i v e  to  t h e  young, neu 
v o t e r s . "
Beinhard  Bendix a t t a c h e s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t c  former
n on v o te rs  i n  t h e  s u rg e  of s u p p o r t  f o r  the  NSDAP in  1930, 
i n  " S o c i a l  S t r a t i f i c a t i o n  and P o l i t i c a l  P o n e r . "
Karl  O 'L e s sk e r ,  i t  "ilho Voted f o r  H i t l e r ? "  concludes  
t h a t  t h e  NSDAP b e n e f i t t e d  from a combinat ion  c f  former 
n o n v o te r s  and t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t i s t s ;  American J o u r n a l
of  SociclQQV 74 (1968), pp. 63-68.
A l f red  N i l a t z ,  i n  "Das Ende d e r  P a r t e i e n  im S p ieg e l  
de r  Wahlen 1930 b i s  1933," con tends  t h a t  H i t l e r  had been 
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  m o b i l i s in g  t h e  n o n v o te r s  o f  1928; Er ich
H a t th i a s  and Budolf  Horsey, e d s . .  Das Ende d e r  P a r t e i e n  
1933 {D usse ldorf :  1960), pp .  743-793.
On th e  o t h e r  hand, James P o l lo ck  f i n d s  t h a t  t u r n o u t  
had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on p o l l  r e s u l t s ,  bu t  h i s  manner of  
a n a ly s in g  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  d a ta  i n  "An Areal  Study o f  t h e  
German E l e c t o r a t e ,  1930-1933" does not enab le  him t o
a r r i v e  a t  a r e l i a b l e  c o n c lu s io n ;  American P o l i t i c a l  
Sc ience  Bevien 38 (1944),  pp. 89-95 .
L ip s e t  d e n ie s  t h a t  a s h i f t  of  no nv o te rs  to  th e  
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  o c cu r red  i n  any e l e c t i o n  except
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most p a r t  f a r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e . 194
Voter  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  went from 15.11% i n  1928 t o  81.87% in  
1930, a d i f f e r e n c e  of  4 ,415 ,700  new v o t e s .  Is  i t  w i l l  be 
e x p la in e d  p r e s e n t l y ,  the  i n c r e a s e  i n  tu rn o u t  o f  s i x  p e rc en t
  o r ,  t h e  v o t in g  debut o f  t h e  p r e v io u s ly  a p o l i t i c a l  and
a p a t h e t i c  —  can no t  account  f o r  more than  a t h i r d  of t h e  
NSDAP vote  gain o f  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t .  I t  w i l l  a l so  be shown 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  on t h i s  
g u e s t i o n .
The Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t  fo r  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between NSDAP 
vote  i n  1930 and i n c r e a s e  in  t u r n o u t  produced a c o e f f i c i e n t  
v a lu e  o f  - . 0 4  which c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  Bendix, 
G 'L e sk e r ,  B i l a t z  and C h i ld s .  For the  KPD t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  
was . 0 9 .  A c tu a l ly ,  l i p s e t ,  look in g  a t  th e  W ah lk re i se . t h e  
35 e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  a l s o  found a n e g a t iv e  rank  o rde r  
c o r r e l a t i o n ,  of - . 2 ,  between th e  p e rc e n ta g e  i n c r e a s e  in th e  
NSDAP vo te  and t h e  i n c r e a s e  in the  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
e l i g i b l e  e l e c t o r a t e  v o t in g .  In  22 o f  t h e  35 d i s t r i c t s  t h e r e  
was a n e g a t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with e i t h e r  t h e  v o t in g  gain low 
and the  NSDAP ga in  h igh ,  c r  v ice  v e r s a . 195
B h i le  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in t u r n o u t  canno t  e x p la in  more than a 
p o r t i o n  o f  the  NSDAP vo te  i n c r e a s e  i t  i s  s t i l l  of 
g u a l i t a t i v e  im por tance  i n  t h a t  i t  might r e p r e s e n t  " the  new
1933. L ip s e t  a l s o  c la im s  t h a t  b e fo re  1933 middle c l a s s  
e x t r e m i s t s  predominated amonc Nazi s u p p o r t e r s .  L i p s e t ,  
"On t h e  S o c ia l  S t r u c t u r e  o f  Bestern  S o c i e t i e s :  Some
B e f l e c t i c n s  on Comparative A n a ly s i s , "  Berkeley  Jo u rn a l  
c f  S o c io lo g y. V (F a l l  1959) p.  12.
195 L ip s e t ,  " 'Fascism* ----- L e f t ,  B ig h t ,  and C e n t e r , "  p.  151.
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v o t e r . "  Given th e  la c k  of c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  NSDAP 
vote  i n c r e a s e  and g e n e r a l  t u r n o u t  i n c r e a s e ,  t i e  new v o t e r  
a p p ea rs  not  t c  have c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  NSDAP advance of  19 30 
i n  s p i t e  o f  what s e v e r a l  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have contended .  
The p r e s e n t  s tu dy  examines tu rn o u t  in  1930, Ju ly  1932 and 
1933.
C h a r le s  P. Loomis and J .  Allan Beegle s t u d i e d  Nazi vo te  
and t u r n o u t  f o r  th e  J u ly  1932 e l e c t i o n - 196 A modif ied 
r e p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  s tudy  was c a r r i e d  o u t ,  p resen ted  in  
c h a p te r  IV, as wel l  a s  the  fo l lo w in g  a p p l i c a t i o n  c f  t h e i r  
approach t o  th e  1930 e l e c t i o n .  In  a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  g u e s t io n  
of the  n o n v o t e r ,  t h i s  e f f o r t  a l s o  throws l i g h t  on
C a th o l ic i sm  and u r b a n - r u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  Loomis and Beegle 
looked a t  S c h le sw ig -H o ls te in  which was a lm ost  e n t i r e l y  
P r o t e s t a n t ;  Hannover, with c e r t a i n  C a th o l i c  e lem en ts ;  and 
B avar ia ,  which had a C a th o l i c  m a j o r i t y .  The B u t r  reg io n  has
keen added. For each o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  i t s  urban and r u r a l
s u b - a r e a s  a r e  examined in a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  a rea  as a whole.
In  B avar ia  as a whole t h e r e  was a weak c o r r e l a t i o n
between th e  NSDAP vo te  i n c r e a s e  and r i s e  in  t u r n o u t  of .1 4 .  
The s c a t t e r g r a m  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  no t  more th an  221 of  t h e  
t u r n o u t  i n c r e a s e  v o te s  went to  th e  NSDAP- In  7 0.71 C a th o l i c  
B av ar ia ,  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  t h e  NSDAP vo te  i n c r e a s e  with 
C a th o l ic i sm  was - . 5 9 .  In r u r a l  B a v a r ia ,  78 .91  C a t h o l i c ,  
t h i s  c o n f e s s i o n a l  r e s i s t a n c e  r o s e  t c  - . 7 2 .
i«6 Loomis and Beegle ,  "The Spread o f  German Nazism i n  Bura l  
A reas ."  American S o c i o lo g i c a l  Beview No.11 (1946),  pp. 
724-734.
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In  t h e  Buhr a r e a ,  on ly  i t s  urban p a c t  produced a p o s i t i v e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  r i s e  in  the  NSDAP vote  and t u r n o u t ,  
and th en  a very  low . 0 2 .  The s c a t t e r g r a m  s l o p e  c f  .023 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  l e s s  than  th r e e  p e rc e n t  of th e  t o t a l  t u r n o u t  
in c r e a s e  o f  7.3% b e n e f i t t e d  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s .  The 
NSDAP, w h i le  g a in in g  13.4%, had to  b a t t l e  the  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  
the  i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s  (58.6% of p o p u la t io n  dependent 
on i n d u s t r y )  and th e  f i e r c e  C a th o l i c  r e c a l c i t r a n c e  ( a t  44% 
of  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were C a th o l i c )  which neasu red  - . 5 7  with 
the  r i s e  i n  NSDAP v o te .  With th e  vo te  ga in  o f  the  KPD in  
the  Buhr d i s t r i c t ,  s h i f t s  in v c te s  appeared  t c  account  f o r  
p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  NSDAP vote  gain i n  t h i s  a r e a .
G re a te r  Hannover s tood  in  sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  Bavaria  and 
the  Buhr, p roducing  a .31  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in  
the  HSDAP vote  with i n c r e a s e  in  t u r n o u t .  I t s  94 Kre ise  
c o n ta in e d  a l a r g e  fo rc e  of  i n d u s t r i a l  workers (32.54%) as 
well  a s  a s i z a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  (53.48%) . The NSDAP 
sh a re  from th e  i n c r e a s e  in  t u r n c u t  was 68% a s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
the  s c a t t e r g r a a  s l o p e .  Rhile  C a th o l i c  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  with 
the NSDAP vo te  i n c r e a s e  was c o n v e n t io n a l ly  s t r o n g ,  - . 6 3 ,  
C a th o l i c s  accounted  f o r  only 15.61% of  th e  G re a te r  
Hannoverian p o p u l a t i o n .
The Nazis  b e n e f i t t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  of 
t u r n o u t  in  urban Hannover: the  r e g r e s s i o n  eg u a t io n  p r e d ic t e d  
t h a t  93% of  t h e  "new v o t e r s "  went to  the  SSDAE. The 
c o e f f i c i e n t  of  i n c r e a s e  in  NSDAP vo te  with i n c r e a s e  in  
t u r n c u t  was . 4 8 .
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T his  c o n t r a s t e d  with  t h e  urban Buhr d i s t r i c t .  The main 
d i f f e r e n c e  between th e s e  two c i t y  a r e a s  l i e s  i n  th e  C a th o l i c  
e l e a e n t  which i n  Hannover amounted to  only  11% and produced 
a c o e f f i c i e n t  with  i n c r e a s e  in  NSDAP vo te  o f  ' . 0 9 .  This  
va lue  i n d i c a t e s  weaker r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  a p p e a l s  o f  t h e  
Nazis than  t h e  - . 5 7  of  th e  urban Buhr a r e a .  Orban Hannover 
had a l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  middle c l a s s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  11.515?, 
compared with  t h e  urban Buhr d i s t r i c t ' s  6.01%.
These r e s u l t s  f i t  i n t c  L i p s e t ' s  f i n d in g s  tfcat in  22 of  
the  35 B a h lk r e i s e  t h e r e  was a n e g a t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
NSDAP vote and t u r n o u t .  l i p s e t  h a s  n o t  p u b l i s h e d  d e t a i l s  
behind h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  In  th e  p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  in  th o se  a r e a s  
where NSDAP v o te  i n c r e a s e s  and t u r n o u t  a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  
c o r r e l a t e d ,  th e  t u r n o u t  r a t e s  tend to  be above the  n a t i o n a l  
av e rag e ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  7 .3  p e rc e n t  in  tfce urban Buhr 
d i s t r i c t  and th e  6.65% in  urban Hannover.
In  S c h le s w ig - H o l s t e in  on the  o t h e r  hand, where t h e  
tu r n o u t  i n c r e a s e  was b a r e l y  above a v e ra g e ,  th e  NSDAE did  n o t  
b e n e f i t  from i t s  r i s e  d e s p i t e  t h e  n e a r  absence  cf  C a t h o l i c s .  
Jihile  t h e  NSD8P vo te  jumped by 26.6% h e r e ,  above both th e  
n a t i o n a l  a v e rag e  and th ose  o f  Hannover, B avar ia  and t h e  
Buhr,  t h i s  must be a t t r i b u t e d  no t  to  t u r n o u t  i n c r e a s e s  b u t  
to s h i f t s  i n  v o t e s ,  t o  which we now t u r n .
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I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  v o te  s h i f t s . 1930 
In 1S24 th e  NSDAP had drawn su p p o r t  from former c o n s e r v a t iv e  
and l i b e r a l  v o t e r s .  In 1928 t h e  change i n  t h e  vo te  of  t h e  
f l e d g l i n g  p a r ty  produced the  s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h a t  
of t h e  SPD. Eurnham s t a t e s  t h a t  from 1929 t o  1933 i t  was 
the  " p o l i t i c a l l y  unchurched middle c l a s s  and sm a l lh o ld e r  
p e a sa n t ry "  which tu rn e d  t c  t h e  NSDAP, o r ,  t h e  
n o n c c n f e s s i c n a l  v o t e . 197 Be a l s o  n o te s  t h a t  th e  Nazi 
p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o n c o n fe s s io n a l  vo te  was c l e a r l y  underway 
b e fo re  the  end o f  1929.199
From th e  s h i f t s  in  t h e  v o te s  betwen 1928 and 1930 in  
Table  33 we se e  t h a t  the  change i n  t h e  DNVP vote produced 
the  s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h a t  of th e  NSDAP.
The DNVP, the  big  l o s e r s  in 1930, having t h e i r  1928 vote
h a lv e d ,  conceded t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  c h i e f l y  to  t h e  NSDAP. As
a r i g h t  wing p a r ty  i t  produced t h e  expec ted  n eg a t iv e  
c o e f f i c i e n t  with the  working c l a s s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a t  - . 3 0 ,  th e  
s t r o n g e s t  such n e g a t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  any p a r t y  in  1930. 
I t  a l s o  ga ined  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  1928. The DNVP had a 
p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t  w i th  f a rm e rs  in  192E, dropping 
m arg in a l ly  in  1930 t c  n e a t l y  m i r ro r  tb e  improved
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f i l e  of  the  NSDAP- The n o n -C a th o l ic  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  DNVP resembled t h a t  o f  the  NSDIP. The two
197 Burnham, " P o l i t i c a l  Immunizat ion and P o l i t i c a l  
C o n f e s s i o s a l i s m , " pp. 12, 15.
I b i d . .  p. 12. Burnham r e f e r s  t o  f iudclf  Hekerle ,
l a n d b e v g lk e ru n g — und Na t i o n a l s o z i a l i s m u s  ( S t u t t g a r t ;  
1963); and B ra ch e r ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p .
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Table  33;  I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  vote s h i f t s ,  192C -  1930
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
of v o te s  o f  p a r t i e s  with p e rc en ta g e  change 
of v o te s  o f  p a r t i e s ,  1928-1S30.
NSDAP change with 
change in :
KPD change v i t h  



















- . 6 0  
- .  12 
- . 0 2  
- . 0 0  
.03  
.0 5
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in  the  abcve t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  t c  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  842 < N < 1C26.
P e rce n tag e  g a in s :  NSDAP 15.72??; KPD 2.06X; 
t u r n o u t  5.94X
P e rce n tag e  l o s s e s :  ENVP - 6 . 86T; SPD - 4 . 3 9 ;  DVP JG 
P e o p l e ' s  P) - 3 . 8 2 ;  ESP {G s t a t e  P, fo rm erly  G Demo­
c r a t i c  P) - 1 . 0 6 ;DMSP (G Middle C l a s s  P) - . 7 6 ;  ZP - . 3
p a r t i e s  were com pa t ib le  with  each o t h e r ,  as they  comprised 
the  broad " N a t io n a l  O p p o s i t io n "  of t h e  Heioar B e p u b l i c . 199
The l i b e r a l  camp a l s o  r e l i n q u i s h e d  suppor t  to th e  Nazis. 
The DVP l o s t  h a l f  i t s  e l e c t o r a l  b a s e ,  most of i t  b e n e f i t t i n g  
the  NSDAP. The DVP a c t u a l l y  d id  w e l l  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s ,  
but th e  p a r t y  i s  em inen t ly  a middle c l a s s  o n e ,  as i s  i t s  
l i b e r a l i s m ,  and the  middle c l a s s  and i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  
o v e r l a p  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  both  b e ing  e s s e n t i a l l y  urban .  The 
middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  c f  th e  DVP was unsurpassed  both i n
E ra c h e r ,  The German , p .  168
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1928 and 1930. The s l i g h t l y  s t r o n g e r  NSDAP middle c l a s s  
c o r r e l a t i o n  may v e i l  be t h e  conseguence  of th e  i n f l u x  of 
1928 D¥P s u p p o r t e r s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  the  German Middle C las s  
P a r ty  n i g h t  have made a c o n t r i b u t i o n  Jfrom a middle c l a s s  
c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  .14  in  1928 and 1930).
Bh i le  t h e  NSDAP c o e f f i c i e n t  w i th  the  S o c ia l  Democrats 
a p p ea rs  to  be h i g h ,  i t  i s  a r i t h m e t i c a l l y  r e a s o n a b l e ;  t h e  SPD 
l o s s  of  4-451 exceeds t h e  Communist 2% g a i n .  Kith th e  
p o l i t i c a l  problems o f  the  SPD, some working c l a s s  c c n v e rs io n  
to  th e  r i g h t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e .  As was e v id e c t  from th e  
breakdown of  unemployment, t h e  g r e a t e s t  Nazi i n r o a d s  i n t o  
form er  SPD t e r r i t o r y  occu r red  i n  a r e a s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  high 
j o b l e s s n e s s .
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C h a p t e r  IV 
THE_gjjSAi_SBiBP,.gF m . j S M * ,
The r e c e s s i o n  t h a t  had begun a f t e r  t h e  1928 e l e c t i o n  
a c c e l l e r a t e d  du r in g  t h e  fo l lo w in g  two y e a rs  to  beccme a 
f u l l f l e d g e d  d e p re s s io n  by th e  1930 e l e c t i o n .  Even a f t e r  t h e  
p o l l i n g  d a t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  economic d e c l i n e  c o n t in u e d ,
re a c h in g  i t s  n a d i r  by August 1 9 3 2 * oo ----  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e
duly e l e c t i o n .  During 1930 and 1931 p r i c e s  cf  s e c u r i t i e s  
and commodities  d e c l in e d  a lmost  c o n t i n u a l l y ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
p rod u c t io n  and dom est ic  t r a d e  d ropped ,  im por ts  were reduced 
and unemployment r o s e . 2# 1 By January 1932 t h e r e  were 5 .5  
m i l l i o n  j o b l e s s  compared to  the 12.7 m i l l i o n  of  th e  
workforce  i n  jobs .*®2 While im p o r t s  f e l l ,  e x p o r t s  dropped 
even f u r t h e r ,  ex te n d in g  Germany*s t r a d e  d e f i c i t  i n t o  
1932.203
2 0 0  Schmidt ,  German Business  C y c le s .  1924 -  1933. p. 131; 
F r i t z  K le in ,  "Zur V orbe re i tung  d e r  f a s c h i s t i s c h e n  
D i k t a t u r  durch d ie  deu tsche  G ro s s b o u rg e o i s ie  
(1919-1932) in  J a s p e r ,  e d . .  Von Weimar zc H i t l e r ,  p. 
Mil.
2®* Schmidt ,  German Business  C y c le s .  1924 -  1533. p. 52.
2 0 2  C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. 59.
2 0 3  s c h m id t ,  German B us iness  C y c le s , p. 113.
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Following  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n ,  H e in r ich  Bruning o f  th e  
Zentrum c o n t in u e d  as  C h a n ce l lo r  of t h e  r i c h t - c f - c e n t r e  
government i n  p l a c e  s i n c e  t h e  breakup  o f  th e  Grand C o a l i t i o n  
in  Harch 1930, bu t  now w i thou t  a m a j o r i t y .  He managed t h e  
b a la n c in g  a c t  only with t h e  t a c k in g  o f  f i e i c b s p r e s id e n t  
Bindenburg and t h e  use of  emergency d e c r e e s .  He had to  
induce  a s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  B e ich s tag  members to  vote 
a g a i n s t  t h e i r  p a r t i e s .  The p o l i t i c a l  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c r i s i s  t h u s  con t in u ed  a s  t h e  B e ichs tag  s t r u g g l e d  from one 
unwieldy e l e c t i o n  outcome t o  a n o t h e r ,  unable  t c  a t t a i n  more 
than t e m p o r a r i l y  workable government c o n s t e l l a t i o n s .  Doubts 
about  " th e  sys tem ” c o n t in u e d  t o  g e r m i n a t e .20*
As cus tomary  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1930s, th e  Bruning 
g overnm en t ' s  r e sp o n se  t o  t h e  economic c r i s i s  was one of 
d e f l a t i o n ;  wages, s a l a r i e s  and p r i c e s  were c u t . 205 By t h e  
end o f  1931, unemployment had r i s e n  to  fo u r  and a h a l f  
m i l l i o n  with many more hav ing  had t h e i r  working hours  c u t .
I n  Hay 1932 t h e  C a th o l i c  a r i s t o c r a t  Franz von Fapen was 
a p p o in ted  C h a n c e l lo r .  This  was y e t  a n o th e r  s tage  in  the  
p o l i t i c a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of th e  Beimar B e p u b l ic .  Vcn Papen, 
an a l l y  of  i n d u s t r y  ( a t  l e a s t  by marr iage)  , owed h i s  
promotion t o  t h e  i n f lu e n c e  which Genera l  S c h l e i c h e r  had with 
th e  P r e s i d e n t .  The Barons* C a b in e t ,  a s  von Papon c a l l e d  i t ,  
had a pre-Beimar c h a r a c t e r  in  t h a t  i t  was made up o f
20* Berner Conze, "Die K r ise  des P a r t e i e n s t a a t e s , "  J a s p e r ,  
e d - ,  jtein-3£-3»3- B i t l e r . p .  42.
20* C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. 188.
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a r i s t o c r a t s  and o t h e r s  o f  high soc io-economic  s t a n d in g  with 
one e x c e p t io n :  t h e  M in i s t e r  o f  Economics, who more
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  ought  to  have been named M in i s t e r  c f  Heavy 
I n d u s t r y .  F ive  of  th e  e i g h t  m i n i s t e r s  in  t h i s  c a b i n e t  were 
to  a c c e p t  c a b i n e t  p o s t s  in  H i t l e r * s  government cf  1933.
The von Fapen government was p a r l i a m e n t a r i l y  even l e s s  
e f f e c t i v e  th an  t h a t  o f  Brun ing .  Mo p a r l i a m e n ta ry  m a jo r i ty  
cou ld  p o s s ib l y  be a t t a i n e d ,  n o t  even i f  the  gcvernment had 
been su p p o r te d  by th e  Katonal S o c i a l i s t s ,  N a t i o n a l i s t s ,  t h e  
DVP and the  Economic (Biddle  Class)  P a r ty .  The only o p t io n s  
were a n o th e r  change c f  governmect or  new e l e c t i o n s .  The 
government and th e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t s  favoured  the  l a t t e r .
Von Papen von th e  p o p u l a r i t y  of  the  r i g h t  with h i s
l i f t i n g  of the  ban on the  SA and SS ----  which w i th in  a month
b ro ug h t  n i n e t y - n i n e  d ea th s  in  s t r e e t  c l a s h e s  ----  and t h e
sa c k in g  of the  SPD-Zentrum c o a l i t i o n  gcvernment in  P r u s s i a  
where he made h im s e l f  Beich commissar by p r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e c re e .
Three weeks b e fo r e  the  e l e c t i o n s  the  von Papen gcvernment 
had b e n e f i t t e d  from th e  d e c i s i o n s  of  t h e  Lausanne c c n fe re n c e  
cn r e p a r a t i o n s .  The Young Plan was re p la c e d  by a new 
agreement  which s c a l e d  down th e  r e p a r a t i o n s  anew and only 
o b l ig e d  th e  government t o  pay when the  s t a t e  o i  th e  economy 
enab led  them to  do sc .  207 The von Papen government thus
so* i b i d . .  p. 46.
2or Bey York T in e s .  27 June 1932, p.  27 :2 ;  1 Ju ly  1932, p.
4 :5 ;  10 J u ly  1932, p. 16:6.
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preempted seme of  the  Nazi demands. Between the autumn of  
1930 and t h e  sp r in g  of  1932 t h e  NSDAP advanced d r a m a t i c a l l y  
in  t e n  L and tag . B u rg e rsch a f t  and K re is t a a e  e l e c t i o n s . 208 
Their  average  g a in ,  compared with  t h e i r  1930 B e ichs tag  
e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t ,  was 10.6%. T h e i r  l a r g e s t  g a in s  came a t  th e  
end of  1931 with vo te  i n c r e a s e s  of  15.9% fKr e i s t a g  i n  
A n h a l t ) ,  19.2% IK re is tag  N eck lenburg-Schw er in ) , and 18.6% 
ILandtag H essen-D arm stad t ) . E x p ec ta t io n s  amongst th e
p o p u la t io n  con ce rn in g  t h e  outcome of  t h e  n e x t  B e ichs tag  
e l e c t i o n  i n  Ju ly  1932 were c o n seq u e n t ly  s e t ;  the  e l e c t o r a l  
m o t iv a t io n s  o f  th e  " n c n v c te r s "  (in 1930) f o r  t h a t  coming 
e l e c t i o n  were formed: they knew they  would have a mass
movement t o  vote f o r ,  one t h a t  shou ld  have c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p a r l i a m e n ta ry  po tency .
In  Harch and A p r i l  of 1932 came th e  fie i c h s p r a s i d e n t  
e l e c t i o n  i n  which B i t l e r ,  while  f a i l i n g  to  r e a l i s e  N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  G oebbels '  p r e d i c t i o n  of  v i c t o r y ,  improved upon t h e  
NSDAP B e ic h s ta g  vote  cf  1930 by 11-9% in  the  f i r s t  round, 
and by 18.6% i n  t h e  seccnd .  The KPD c a n d id a t e  Thalmann 
su rp a ss e d  th e  KPD 1930 r e s u l t  by 13.6%. A f o r t n i g h t  p a s t  
the  f i e i c h s p r a s id e n t  e l e c t i o n s  t h e r e  were four  l andtag 
e l e c t i o n s  and y e t  a n o th e r  B u r g e rs c h a f t  p o l l  i n  Hamburg-209
208 Alfred f l i l a t z ,  " l a s  Ende der  P a r t e i e n  im S p ie g e l  d e r  
Nahlen 1930 b i s  1933," M at th ias  and Horsey,  e d s . , Das 
Ende d e r  P a r t e i e n  1933. pp. 766, 767.
2°9 i b i d . .  pp. 761-767.
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I d t h e  year  t h a t  had passed s i n c e  the  l a s t  Eu r g e r s c h a f t  
e l e c t i o n  i n  Hamburg, the  NSDAP had picked up a f u r t h e r  5.1% 
in  t h i s  l e f t i s t  s t r o n g h o ld  {for a t o t a l  o f  31.2%). In t h e  
l a n d  e l e c t i o n s  in  Anhalt  and Hamburg, the  b o u rg eo is  p a r t i e s  
r e t r e a t e d  by 15% and 7% r e s p e c t i v e l y . 2 ! 0 l i b e r a l s  and 
c o n s e r v a t i v e s  r e t r e a t e d  i n  Hurt temberg .
These e l e c t i o n s ,  H i l a tx  e x p l a i n s ,  dem ons tra te  a g a i n ,  as 
in  1930, t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  th e  NSDAP growth came 
from th e  b o u r g e o i s  p a r t i e s ;  i n  P r u s s i a ,  Bavaria  ard  Anhalt  
t h e s e  had l o s t  about  h a l f  o f  t h e i r  v o t e s . 2 !!
The Bruning p e r io d  brought  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  w i th in  t h e  l e f t  
wing o f  the  SPD because  o f  th e  p a r ty * s  p o l ic y  c f  t o l e r a t i o n  
cf Bruning f o r  f e a r  o f  a N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  government in  
i t s  wake. Another in tra -SPD d i s p u t e  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  
t h i s  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n :  t h e  i s s u e  o f  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a
pocket  b a t t l e s h i p ,  over which th e  SPD a b s ta in e d  while  i t s  
l e f t  f a c t i o n  voted a g a i n s t .  The Bruning government met t h e  
same end as i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s . 2 ! 2 As a t  immediate 
consequence  of i t s  f a l l  and th e  appoin tment  o f  von Papen as 
C h a n c e l lo r ,  the  B e ic h s tag  was d i s s o l v e d  in  J u r e  1932, two 
y e a r s  b e fo r e  the end of  i t s  o f f i c i a l  f u l l  term.
210 I b i d . . p. 767.
2! !  I b i d .
212 Hindenburg d i s s o l v e d  t h e  B e ic h s tag  fo l lo w in g  £ run ing*s  
r e s i g n a t i o n .  New York Times. 31 flay 1932, p. 1 :1 ,  
1 6 : 1 , 4 : 2 ;  5 :1 ;  1 June  1932, p .  1 :2 ,  1 :3 ,  3 : 2 ,  3 :5 ;  2
June 1932, p. 1 :5 ;  5 June 1932, p. 18:4 .
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The worsening s t a t e  c f  t h e  economy deeply a f f e c t e d  t h e  
workers .  As a consequence o f  t h e  D epress ion  t h e  un ions  were 
on t h e  d e f e n s i v e . 213 Gegulated wages had hegun to  f a l l  l a t e  
in  1930 f o r  th e  f i r s t  time s i n c e  1924, from H 5 p f  per  hour 
toward the end of  1930 t o  ap p ro x im a te ly  95pf p e r  hour by th e  
J u ly  e l e c t i o n  among u n s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s .214 The curves  
d e p i c t i n g  unemployment among t r a d e  union members and wages 
a re  i n v e r s e ;  between 1924 and 1933, a s  one r i s e s ,  the  o t h e r  
d r o p s . 215 I t  can be argued t h a t  t h i s  phenomenon i l l u s t r a t e s  
a r a t e  of  working c l a s s  m i l i t a n c y ,  the  r a t e  going up a t  
t im es  o f  low unemployment. The combinat ion  cf t h e s e  two 
f a c t o r s  would p o in t  t c  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  d e fe n s iv e n e s s  of  th e  
working c l a s s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  v a l i d a t i n g  B r a c h e r ' s  c o n te n t io n  
t h a t  t h e  un ions  were ucder r e t r e a t . 216 Such a r e t r e a t  o f
a t 3 B ra ch e r ,  Die Auflosuno der  Weimarer B e c u b l i fe, p. 598.
214 Among s k i l l e d  workers wages f e l l  from 119pf per  hour to  
55pf .  B r ice s  dropped from 67 index  p o i n t s  to  45. The 
index  had been s e t  a t  100 i n  1926. The income of  th e  
Weimar p o p u la t io n  was f u r t h e r  and d r a s t i c a l l y  r educed ,  
n o t  on ly  because  o f  growing unemployment but  a l s o  
because  o f  a l a r g e r  p ro p o r t io n  o f  p a r t  t im e  work and t h e  
lowered wage r a t e s .  Schm idt ,  German B u s in e ss  C y c le s .  
1924 -  1933. pp. 210, 67.
215 Schmidt,  German B us iness  C y c le s , p .  69.
216 John A. Hoses p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  with  tw e n ty - th r e e  p e rc e n t  
of ADGB membership unemployed and a f u r t h e r  13.3 p e rc e n t  
on s h o r t  hours  a t  t h e  end of  1931 n ( t ) h e  lab ou r  market 
was so  u n favourab le  t h a t  any s t r i k e  campaign was 
condemned to  f a i l u r e  b e fo re  i t  s t a r t e d .  And beyond 
t h i s . . . t h e  lab o u r  movement had to  t o l e r a t e  a gcvernment 
t h a t  was b e n t  on b a la n c in g  th e  n a t i o n a l  budget a t  t h e  
expense  o f  th e  working c l a s s . "  John A. Poses ,  Trade 
Unionism in  Germany: Volume Two 1919-1933.  p. 384.
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the  unions whose most i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  l i n k s  were with 
th e  l e f t ,  c r e a t e d  an opening  fo r  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s .  
This  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  the  NSDAP was f u r t h e r  enhanced by th e  
s p l i t  w i th in  the  l e f t :  The KPD con t inued  to  a t t a c k  S o c ia l
Democrats a s  " s o c i a l  f a s c i s t s "  r a t h e r  than  making th e  NSDAP 
t h e i r  primacy t a r g e t .  He may now see  how the Nazis a v a i l e d  
them se lves  of  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .
The NSDAP had no c h o ic e  but to  a t t r a c t  the  su p p o r t  of t h e  
working c l a s s .  The l e a d e r s  saw t h e i r  movement as a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  one ,  aiming a t  wide r a n g in g ,  i f  n e t  t o t a l ,  
s o c i a l  change .  C onsequen t ly ,  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  t c  c o n t r o l  
th e  working c l a s s  which with i t s  un ions  and p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  po sse s se d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  A 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  German s o c i e t y  would no t  
have been p o s s i b l e  o t h e r w i s e .
The Nazis were more o r  l e s s  committed to  p a r l i a m e n ta ry  
p o l i t i c s ,  a t  l e a s t  t e m p o r a r i l y . 217 The NSDAP l e a d e r s h i p  
t h u s  sought  an e l e c t o r a l  advance of  the  movement and th ey
217 The NSDAP had fo l low ed  th e  p o l i c y  o f  l e g a l i t y  s i n c e
1925. The e l e c t o r a l  s u c c e s s  o f  1930 appeared  t o  have 
j u s t i f i e d  t h i s  p o l i c y .  In  September 1930 H i t l e r  made
t h e  f o l lo w in g  s t a t e m e n t  a t  a t r i a l  o f  t h r e e  army
l i e u t e n a n t s  accused  of working f o r  th e  NSDAP:
The N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  movement w i l l  t r y  to  
a c h ie v e  i t s  aim w i th  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  means in  
t h i s  s t a t e .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n  p r e s c r i b e s  only 
t h e  methods, n o t  the aim. In  t h i s  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  way we s h a l l  t r y  to ga in
d e c i s i v e  m a j o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d ie s  
so  t h a t  th e  moment we succeed we can give the  
s t a t e  th e  f o r n  t h a t  co rre sp o n d s  t o  our  i d e a s .
Jeremy Noakes and Geoffrey Pridham, e d s . , Documents on 
Nazism. 1919-1945 (London: Jona than  Cape, 1974) , p .  1197
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had to  r e c r u i t  a p o r t i o n  of the  Harking c l a s s  i r t o  th e  p a r ty  
i n  o r d e r  t o  ga in  a m a j o r i t y .  Ey l a t e  1931 and c e r t a i n l y  by 
1932 th e  NSDAP " l e f t i s t , " Gregor S t r a s s e r ,  had g iven  up t h e  
o ld  " l e f t "  goal o f  a r e v o l u t io n a r y  s e i z u r e  o f  power218 and 
i n s t e a d  argued f o r  c o a l i t i o n s  e i t h e r  with t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r i g h t  or  with  t h e  Zen trum .219
The working c l a s s  base fo r  such c o a l i t i o n s  was t o  have 
been prov ided  by th e  Nazi a l l i a n c e  with the  C o n se rv a t iv e ,  
C h r i s t i a n ,  and C a th o l i c  u n i o n s .220 At th e  "Harzburg 
meeting" o f  th e  r i g h t i s t  f o r c e s ,  an u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  was 
made to  combine p a r t i e s .  l a t e r  S t r a s s e r  t r i e d  to  s p l i t  t h e  
N a t i o n a l i s t  unions  o f f  from suppor t  o f  the  DNVP. This d id  
no t  work e i t h e r .
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  were l e f t  to  promote t h e i r  own 
t r a d e  u n ion ,  the  NSBG, and l a t e r ,  t h e  German Ncrkers* F ron t  
(Deutsche A r b e i t s f r o n t  ----- DAF), and th e  union newspaper.
2 i a  Gregor S t r a s s e r  r e s i g n e d  h i s  p a r t y  o f f i c e s  in  December 
1932 b u t  b i s  " l e f t i s t "  i n f l u e n c e  had been in  d e c l in e  f o r  
some t im e .  H i l l iam  I .  P a tch ,  J r . ,  C h r i s t i a n  Trade
Onions in  t h e  Beimar  B ep ub l ic . 1918-1933 (New Haven:
Xale U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1985),  p .  16.
219 D i e t r i c h  Orlow, The .H i s t o r y  o f  the  _Nazj__Par ty , 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  U n iv e r s i ty  of P i t t s b u r g h  P r e s s ,  1969, pp.
270-71, 278-80; E ta c h e r ,  __ flgftflsuflg.ges Bejm^rer
Bepubl ik. pp. 668-71.
220 This S t r a s s e r  p l a n  made sense  because  the  C h r i s t i a n  
n a t i o n a l  un io n s ,  which o r i g i n a l l y  had beec a u x i l i a r i e s  
c f  the  DNVP, and the  c o n s e r v a t iv e  un ion ,  th e  
D e u t s c h n a t io n a l e r  H and lungsgeh i l fenverband ,  the  DHV, had 
become a l i e n a t e d  from th e  Bugenberg N a t i o n a l i s t s  of  t h e
DNVP. l e w is  Hertzman, M i l *  Bight wing e x p o s i t i o n  in
th e  Heimar B e p u b l i c .  1918-1924 (Lincoln:  U n iv e rs i ty  of
Nebraska P r e s s ,  1963), pp. 17U-78; B ta c h e r ,  Die 
iD f.igsung.dgc We fagper_E Seufcl j fr, pp. 312-22.
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the  A r b e i t e r t u m. They a l s o  c o n t in ued  t h e i t  appea l  t o  
workers in  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  newspaper,  the  Yolkische 
E eobach te r . The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  a e s s a g e s  in  t h e s e
p u b l i c a t i o n s  and the  language in  which they  were couched 
bore  s t r o n g  re sem blances  t o  t h o s e  of th e  l e f t .  In t h e i r  
c o m p e t i t io n  with  the  KPD as a n o th e r  r e v o l u t io n a r y  
o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  t h e  NSDAP p r e s s  adop ted  th e  commnnist p h ra s e s ,  
"w orkers ,  break your c h a in s "  and "w orke rs ,  u n i t e . " 2 *t Much 
of  th e  NSDAF's a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  and n a t i o n a l i s t  a g i t a t i o n  was 
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  the  Yeung P la n .
The NSDAP had two problems t h a t  hampered t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  
a t t r a c t  t h e  workers :  On the  one hand, th e  NSDAP had t a c t i c a l  
problems,  and on the  o t h e r ,  the  p a r ty  could  n o t  become f u l l y  
a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t .  The intra-H52AP s t r u g g l e  t o  ga in  c o n t r o l
over p a r ty  propaganda ----  a c o n t e s t  between S t r a s s e r  and
Goebbels ----- h u r t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  the  propaganda in
g e n e r a l  and undermined t h e i r  p o r t r a y a l  of the  NSDAP as th e  
p a r ty  of l a b o u r . 222 The " r i g h t "  f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  NSDAP wanted 
to  drop th e  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  and s o c i a l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  
NSDAP message.  S ince  H i t l e r  would n o t  commit h im se l f  to  
e i t h e r  p o s i t i o n ,  expounding each i n  f r o n t  cf  d i f f e r e n t  
a u d ie n ce s ,  t h e  r e s u l t  was an undef ined  economic and labour
2 2 * I b i d . .  p. 175-
223 H a l te r  Funk, an NSDAP l e a d e r  who had s c l i c i t e d  t h e  
su p po r t  o f  b ig  b u s i n e s s ,  t e s t i f i e d  a t  Nuremberg t h a t  
during 1931-32 " th e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  p a r ty  held  
com p le te ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and confused  views on economic 
p o l i c y . "  E rn s t  F .S .  H a u f s t a n g e l ,  e d .  Brian  C onne l l ,
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p o l i c y . 223 I t  shou ld  he re c o g n ise d  t h a t  such a mixture  of 
in c o m p a t ib le  e lem en ts  was t h e  e s se n c e  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c ia l i sm .  
The Nazi ph i lo so p h y  was both pro- and a n t i - l a b o u r  a t  t h e  
same t im e .
I n  October  1930 t h e  l e f t i s t  p a r t i e s  i n f l i c t e d  
embarrassment  upon th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s :  t b e  l a t t e r  had
in t ro d u c e d  b i l l s  f o r  th e  n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  of tbe  banks and 
f o r  th e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  th e  " s to c k  exchange p r i n c e s . "  
Gnlike such p a s t  NSDAP manoeuvres* on t h i s  occa s io n  tbe  KPD 
c a l l e d  th e  Nazi b l u f f  by announcing t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  
b i l l s .  The NSDAP promptly withdrew t h e  p r o p o s a l s . 224 The 
NSDAP t r i e d  t o  l i v e  with t h e i r  embarrassment and con t inued  
t h e i r  m ix tu re  o f  l e f t i s t  and r i g h t i s t  a g i t a t i o n .  This 
i n c id e n t*  f r e g u e n t l y  r ec cu n te d  in  the  SPD p res s*  su g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e  N azis  were more a n t i - l a b o u r  than  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t .
The NSDAP bad had problems i n  t h e i r  campaign f o r  wcrkers* 
s u p p o r t .  The outcome o f  th e  combinat ion  of these  e f f o r t s  
and th e  r a t h e r  p r o p i t i c u s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  fo r  the  NSDAP 
i s  i n d i c a t e d  by Table  39 which c o n ta in s  t h e  Pearson 
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between the bSDAP vo te  in  
Ju ly  1932 and t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  of  workers in  the  p o p u la t io n .
At t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n *  s t a g e d  in  a r e c e s s i o n  and with SPD 
c o a l i t i o n  incumbency* the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s *  while  making 
a b ig  l e a p  forward* f a i l e d  to  make a massive i n r o a d  i n t o  the
H i t l e r *  t h e  H iss ing  Year s  (London: Eyre & Spot t iswoode ,
1957), p .  196.
224 Konrad Heiden, C e C - P o h r e r  H i t l e r * s  Bi s e __to.  Power 
(Boston: Houghton H i f f l i n *  1944)* pp. 403-4* 407.
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I T ab le  3 4 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t ;  vo te  a rd  working j 
I c l a s s ,  J u l y  1932 I
I Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change j
i o f  v o te  1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  J u ly  j
1 1932 o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  I
I with  p e rc e n ta g e  working c l a s s .  j
| NSDAP KPD SPD ZP 1
J Xchange 1930/32 - . 1 6  - . 0 2  - . 1 5  -Oh \
i J u l y  1932 e l e c t i o n  - . 1 6  .63  .6 5  - . 2 6  |
i Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in  the above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f ron  |
} c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1012 < N < 1C13. j
t— ---------------- _ -----  j
working c l a s s .  The 1932 NSDAP vo te  was r e l a t i v e l y  s i m i l a r  
to i t s  1930 v o te .  The NSDAP ga ined  n a t i o n a l l y  but  f a r e d  
poor ly  among th e  working c l a s s .  The 1932 NSDAP vote  
c o e f f i c i e n t  in  Table 36 s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  had even 
s u f f e r e d  a m arg ina l  d e t e r i o r a t i c n  o f  i t s  working c l a s s  base .  
The c o e f f i c i e n t  of  change in  th e  NSDAP vo te  with  the working 
c l a s s  produced a - . 1 6 ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  workers had 
p layed a r e l a t i v e l y  sm a l l  r o l e  in  t h e  d ram a t ic  NSDAP s u rg e ,  
as th ey  had in  1930. The p o l i t i c a l  problems t h a t  th e  NSDAP 
bad had in  t h e i r  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward th e  workers might have 
p rev e n ted  t h e  p a r t y  from r e c r u i t i n g  s u p p o r t  f r o n  t h i s  group.  
That th e  NSDAP cou ld  make such a d ra m a t ic  l e a p  forward i o  
1932 w i th ou t  a prominent  c o n t r i b u t i o n  from t h e  l a r g e  s e c t o r  
cf  workers i s  rem a rk ab le .
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The two p a r t i e s  o f  the  l e f t  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  s t r o n g  working 
c l a s s  s u p p o r t .  The RPC even m a rg in a l ly  improved t h e i r  
working c l a s s  b a s e ,  a s  t h e  Pearson v a lue  i n d i c a t e s .
More th a n  any o t h e r  e l e c t i o n  the  J u ly  1932 p o l l  da ta  
p r o j e c t  t h e  c o n t r a s t  between t h e  r e l a t i v e  and a b s o l u t e  g a in s  
of th e  NSDAE. The c o e f f i c i e n t  v a lu e s  of  Table 34
d e m o n s t ra te  t h e  fo rm er ,  the  vo te  p e rc en ta g es  c f  Table  35,  
broken down by th e  d e n s i ty  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  worker p o p u la t io n ,  
th e  l a t t e r .
With t h e i r  twenty p e rc e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  su p p o r t  in  the  
co u rse  o f  l e s s  th a n  two y e a r s  t h e  NSDAP had doubled i t s  
b a s e .  While tb e  c o e f f i c i e n t  v a lu es  in  Table 34 i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  th e  workers  had vade a r e l a t i v e l y  modest c o n t r i b u t i o n  
to  t h i s  advance ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  from Table 35 t h a t  th e  par ty  
had made s u b s t a n t i a l  a b s o l u t e  g a in s  in  t h e  a re a s  t h a t  
c o n ta in e d  th e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t io n s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  workers .  I t  
i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  many o t h e r  p a r t i e s  i n  any pa r l i am e n ta ry  
system would have r e c e i v e d  an i n c r e a s e  i n  su p po r t  of 
e ig h t e e n  p e r c e n t  w i th in  as  s h o r t  a pe r iod  as  twenty-two 
months, a s  the  NSDAP d id  even though i t  d id  not r e c e i v e  
s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  from o rg an ised  l a b o u r ,  one o f  the l a r g e s t  
groups i n  t b e  i n d u s t r i a l i s i n g  Weimar s o c i e t y .  Eut given t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  weak n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t b e  NSDAP vote  
and th e  w o rk e rs ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  mostly ncn -w crke rs  in  
th e s e  a r e a s  tacked  the  p a r t y .
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35 : P a r t y  vo te  v s .  working c l a s s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s
J u l y  1932
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of  vote  
1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  J u l y  1932 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with p e rcen tage  
working c l a s s .
NSEAP KPD
change Ju ly change J u l j
30/32 1932 30/32 1932
Mean 20.27 39. 19 1.50 10.56
0 -2 OS work 23.03 42.24 1.53 5.76
20. 1-30 20.96 40.99 1.45 6.68
30. 1-40 19.39 38.57 1.80 9.63
40. 1-50 19.49 36.48 1.34 12.  15
50. 1-60 18.57 34.93 1.47 16.94
60 .1-80 18.25 36.04 1.27 19.61
ETA .170 .  161 -075 .627
[11= 1012) (1013) [1012) (1013)
SPE ZP
change Ju ly change J u l y
30/32 1932 30/32 1932
I Mean -3 .1 3 19.04 0.42 19.62
I 0-20* work -2 .0 5 12. 13 0.40 25.51
I 20. 1-30 -3 .0 2 15.62 0.28 24.  10
| 30 .1-40 - 3 .4 4 19.68 0.43 20.99
| 40 .1-50 - 3 .5 5 23.28 0.44 15.42
| 50. 1-60 - 3 .4 7 25.47 0.48 12. C7
| 60. 1-80 -3 .7 5 24.66 0.73 10. 10
| ETA .169 .468 .050 -24C
(N=10 13) [1013) (1012) (1013)
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N o n e th e le s s ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  p ro b ab le  t h a t  a t h i r d  o f  t h e  
workers had su p p o r te d  t h e  NSDAE. I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  
NSDAE had been com ple te ly  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  t h e  
s u p p o r t  of workers .  The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  had Bade some 
p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e i r  union work; t h e  NSfiO had done unexpec ted ly  
wel l  i n  f a c t o r y  e l e c t i o n s  th rou g h o u t  Germany in  1931.22s 
Kele t h i n k s  they drew some v o te s  away from C a th o l i c  and Free 
Trade U n i o n i s t s .  This  i s  t o  be expec ted  given the  g e n e r a l l y  
s p e c t a c u l a r  g a in s  in  s u p p o r t ,  i n c lu d in g  an e i g h t e e n  p e rc e n t  
vote  g a in  i n  a r e a s  in  which up t o  e ig h ty  p e r c e n t  of  th e  
r e s i d e n t s  were w o rk e rs ,  as well  as t h e  s u c c e s s  of  th e  more 
p u re ly  l a b o u r - o r i e n t e d  NSEG r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s .  Eut t h e r e  
were a l s o  un io ns  of  the  r i g h t ,  e . g .  th o se  l in k e d  to  t h e  
DNVP, so  t h a t  no t  a l l  o f  t h e  NSDAP union s u c c e s s e s  had to  
have come a t  t h e  expense of  t h e  un ions  of t h e  l e f t ,  which 
were c l o s e l y  l in k e d  to  th e  two main l e f t i s t  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s .
I n  a b s o l u t e  t e rm s ,  NSEAP g a in s  i n  h e av i ly  working c l a s s  
a r e a s  were f o r m id a b le ,  and i t  i s  g u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  
were a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  workers  in  t h e  new Nazi s u p p o r t e r  
r a n k s .  While Bracher  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  " d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  of th e  
working c l a s s  was c h a n n e l l e d  i n t o  su p p o r t  fo r  th e  N a t io n a l  
S o c i a l i s t s , " 22* he does no t  v e n tu re  an e s t i m a t e  of  t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  which t h i s  o c c u r r e d .
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According to  Table 35, from 1930 to  1932 th e  KPD gained  
su p p o r t  more or l e s s  even ly  a c r o s s  the  range  o f  p r o p o r t i o n s  
of working c l a s s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  The e l e c t o r a l  s e t b a c k  f o r  t h e  
SPO was somewhat uneven, as the  ETA of  .17 i n d i c a t e s ;  excep t  
f o r  one c a s e ,  t h e  h ig h e r  th e  p ro p o r t io n  of  workers ,  t h e  
h e a v ie r  were th e  SPD l o s s e s .  Consequently ,  the  ETA v a lu e  
fo r  t h e  p a r t y * s  vo te  i s  m arg ina l ly  lower fo r  1932 than f o r  
1930- The su p p o r t  th e  SPD en joyed  from t h e  Free Trade 
Unions was remarkably  s t r o n g  and a lm ost  permanent .  For t h e  
Ju ly  e l e c t i o n  t h e  SPD had r e c e i v e d  f o u r t e e n  p e r c e n t  of i t s  
campaign budget  from th e s e  u n i o n s . 227
In view of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  modest r o l e  o f  the working c l a s s  
in t h e  J u ly  1932 NSDAP advance ,  one may c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  
middle c l a s s  had p layed  a g r e a t e r  r o l e  in  t h i s  e l e c t i o n .  
There had been p le n ty  of  d i s c o n t e n t  to  be tapped  from t h i s  
segment;  t h e  middle c l a s s  was s u f f e r i n g  t o  the g r e a t e s t  
degree  s i n c e  t h e  y e a r s  o f  s u p e r i n f l a t i o n .  The number of  
b u s in e s s  f a i l u r e s  s h o t  up in  t h e  second h a l f  of 1931 to  
1,800 from 900 a t  t h e  beg inn ing  cf  t h e  y e a r . 22®
227 Gerhard B r a u n th a l ,  "The P o l i t i c s  of t h e  German Free
Trade Unions du r in g  t h e  Heimar P e r i o d , "  Ph.D.
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ,  New l o r k ,  1954,
U n i v e r s i t y  N ic ro f i lm s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  6548, Ann Arbor, 
H ic h . ,  p. 210.
228 Schmidt ,  German B us iness  C y c le s , p .  71.
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The NSDAP had a campaign problem i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t h e  
sym path ies  of many members of  t h e  middle c l a s s .  The new von 
Papen c a b i n e t  had a s t r o n g  a r i s t o c r a t i c  image. The NSDAP 
th u s  had t o  campaign as a p a r t y  o f  o p p o s i t i o n ,  a t t e m p t in g  
not  t o  l o s e  su p p o r t  from c o n s e r v a t iv e  bourgeo is  c i r c l e s  and 
a l i e n a t e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t . 229 The NSDAP s o l u t i o n  was t o  ig n o re  
th e  new government and c o n c e n t r a t e  on a t t a c k i n g  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  system in  g e n e r a l . 230
Table  36 p r e s e n t s  the c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
between the  NSDAP vote  in  Ju ly  1932 and the  middle c l a s s ,  
t o g e t h e r  with  t h o s e  f o r  th e  KPD, th e  SPD and t h e  Zentrum.
Table  36: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and middle
c l a s s ,  Ju ly  1932
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  pe rcen tag e  cfcange 
of vote  1930/32 and p e rc en ta g e  v o te  J u ly  1932 
of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  pe rcen tage  
middle c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
55 change 1930/32 - . 1 h  - . 1 0  . 1 4  .09
J u l y  1932 e l e c t i o n  - . 0 0  .08  .2C - . 1 3
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in t h e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1012 < N < 1C13.
229 The new government had l i f t e d  th e  ban on t h e  SA. Noakes 
and Pridham, Documents on Nazism, p .  133.
230 I b i d .
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From Table 36 i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  f ro n  1930 to  1932 t h e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  did no t  do well  in  p ick in g  up middle 
c l a s s  s u p p o r t ;  t h e  change in  t h e i r  vote  produced a - . 1 4 .  
There was no r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  NSDAP vote and t h e  
middle c l a s s .  The 1930 vote  had produced a p o s i t i v e  v a lue .
While t h e  NSDAP base  was p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  more Biddle 
c l a s s  than  working c l a s s ,  a s  the r e s p e c t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
with t h e  NSDAP i n d i c a t e  in  Tables  36 and 3 4 ,  t h e  middle 
c l a s s  had p layed a r e l a t i v e l y  modest r o l e  in  t i e  g r e a t  1932 
advance.  The r e l a t i v e  middle c l a s s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  the  
su rge  of  1930 had been s t r o n g e r ,  as the  d a ta  o f  Table 21 had 
i n d i c a t e d .
A f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  cf  the  r e l a t i v e l y  small  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  of th e  middle c l a s s  t o  the  NSDAP's Ju ly  1932 
advance i s  provided by the  breakdown of  th e  p a r t y ' s  vote  
a cc o rd in g  t o  t h e  p e rc en ta g e  of middle c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  in  
Table 37.
The f a i l u r e  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e  a b s o r p t io n  o f  the  middle 
c l a s s  i n t o  the  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement a t  th e  r e l a t i v e  
r a t e  of p re v io u s  y e a r s  i s  p e rc e iv ed  by Kele who, whi le  
p ro v id in g  nc d a t a ,  n o t e s  t h a t  the  p a r t y ' s  emphasis  on th e  
working c l a s s  in  1931 t o  1932 might have b e e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  
fo r  the  l a c k  of advance with th e  middle c l a s s . 231 But a 
more l i k e l y  e x p la n a t io n  i s  t h a t  much of  th e  middle c l a s s  
were a l r e a d y  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  the  p a r t y ,  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  no t  
many new r e c r u i t s  from t h i s  c l a s s  remained to  ke c o n v e r ted .
231 Kele, J a^is_and._Workers, p. 201.
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T ab le  3 7 ; P a r t y  vo te  vs.  Diddle c l a s s ,  p e rc en ta g es  
J u l y  1932
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of  vote  
1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  v o te  J u l y  1932 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rc e n ta g e  
middle c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD
change Ju ly change J u l y
30/32 1932 30/32 1932
Mean 20.32 39. 2 4 1.50 10.37
0-25! d c l 19.09 35.UU 2.12 7.C7
2.  1-3 22.03 39.68 1.7U 9.C1
3- 1-U 20.93 39.50 1.69 10.37
U. 1-6 20.05 UG.06 1.28 11.75
6.  1-10 18.26 38.26 0.77 13- 13
10.1-20 15.90 39.25 1.19 9.7U
ETA . 178 .076 .  165 .227
CN= 1 COS) (1009) (1008) (1CC9)
SPD ZP
change Ju ly change J u l y
30/32 1932 30/32 1932
I Mean - 3 . 1 3 19=02 0. 43 19.59
J 0-25! s c l - 3 .2 0 16.87 1 . 20 27.58
1 2 .1 - 3 -3.3U 16.30 0.06 22.39
| 3 .  1-U -3 .7 9 17.37 0 . 21 22- 15
| a .  1-6 -3 .1U 20.60 0.51 16.50
| 6 . 1 - 1 0 - 2 . 1 1 25.75 0.83 i o . 7 a
| 10.  1-20 - 1 . 2 2 21.51 1.  17 15.61
I ETA .206 .316 .160 .207
(N= 1C09) (1009) (1008) (1009)
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A further explanation f o r  the lowering of the NSDAE Biddle
c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  ----- the  t h i r d  s u c c e s s iv e  d e c l i n e ,  from a
high o f  .22 i n  Hay 192*1----- sh ou ld  be found i n  the  N a t iona l
S o c i a l i s t s  having a t t a i n e d  u n d i s p u t a b l e  mass movement s t a t u s  
which e n t a i l e d  a g e n e ra l  b roadening  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t e r  r ank s .  
In such c i r c u m s ta n c e s  th e  middle c l a s s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  
Nazis was n e c e s s a r i l y  d i l u t e d .  As T ab les  36 and 37 s u g g e s t ,  
the  NSDAP c o n t in u e d  to  r e c e i v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  from th e  
middle c l a s s ,  and th e  movement c e r t a i n l y  d id  not  l o s e  a 
l a r g e  p a r t  of i t s  middle c l a s s  s u p p o r t .  That such a 
b roadening  took p lac e  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r .
h -3 The Farmers
The i n d u s t r i a l  d e p re s s io n  from 1928 t o  1932 compounded t h e  
economic d i f f i c u l t i e s  of German a g r i c u l t u r e .  The d e p re s s io n  
was s e v e r e  enough to p r e c i p i t a t e  a d e c l i r e  of food 
consumption du r ing  1931 and 1932 and t h e r e f o r e  l ed  t o  
d r a s t i c  d e c l i n e s  in  t h e  p r i c e s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s . 232 
The l a r g e r  c ro p s  were h a rv e s te d  du r ing  the  1926-1932 pe r io d  
of f a l l i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r i c e s  but r i s i n g  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r i c e s . 233 The fa rm ers  had t o  pay r e l a t i v e l y  high p r i c e s  
fo r  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s .  They made l i t t l e  p r o f i t  and many 
went i n t o  d e b t .  The s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  o f  many fa rm ers  
d r a s t i c a l l y  d e c l i n e d . 234
232 Schmidt ,  German B usiness  C y c le s .  1924 -  1933. p. 101.
233 I b i d . .  p.  98.
234 I b i d .
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A gains t  t h i s  background t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  made 
d i r e c t  a p p e a ls  t o  th e  f a r m e rs ,  c la im in g  to  be t i e  s o l e  pa r ty  
t h a t  i n c l u d e d  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers in  unemployment 
b e n e f i t  p ro p o s a l s  and p u b l i c  works programmes-23S The 
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  c o n t in u e d  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  th e  use of 
P o l i s h  farm la b o u r  and o r g a n i s e d  youth co rp s  t o  compete with 
t h e s e  w o r k e r s .236 The NSBO pu t  up c e l l s  f o r  German farm 
workers .  The NSDAP p u b l i c a t i o n  t h e  A r t e i t e r t c m  r e g u l a r l y  
e x p la in e d  the  a n t i - a g r a r i a n  b ia s  of Narxian th eo ry  and 
promised t h e  farm workers  t h a t  they would be given  land  and 
improved s t a t u s  in  th e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  s t a t e  o f  th e  
f u t u r e . 237
Given th e  s e v e re  economic c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  NSIAP appea l  to  
th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  met w ith  a c o n s id e r a b le  measure of 
s u c c e s s ,  as th e  Pea rscn  c o r r e l a t i o n  da ta  cf  Table 38 
i n d i c a t e .
23* These NSDAP p ro p o sa l s  were p u b l i sh ed  i n  th e  NSDAP 
newspaper t h e  Volk ische  B e o ta c h t e r . 9 September 1931, 30 
January  1932, and 1 J u l y  1932. Kele ,  Nazis  and Workers, 
p. 198.
336 Volkische  B e ob ach te r . Ranch 6, 10, 26, 1921, February
18, 19, December 31, 1932; in  t h e  NSDAP p u b l i c a t i o n ,  th e  
A rb e i te r tu m . June 1, 1931. From S t a t i s t i s ches Jahrbuch 
f u r  das deu tsche  B e ich . p .  295, in  K e le ,  Nazis and 
iO£j^£S,  p. 196.
23r "S o nd e r ru n d sc h re ib en * " N r-1/33 and "B.B.A. Eundschreiben 
N r . 8 , N 21 November 1931, H aup ta rch iv ,  r e e l  15, f o l d e r  
283; A r b e i t e r t u m. 1 J u l y ,  1 September, 1 O c tober ,  1 
December 1931, 1 January  1933; H a l t e r  Schuhmann, "Hir
h e l f e n  den L a n d a r b e i t e r ,«  1932, B u n d e s a rc h iv ,z s g .3/2124. 
In K ele ,  Nazis and Workers, p- 196-
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
190
C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote  and 
f a r m e r s ,  J u ly  1932
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  pe rcen tage  change 
1930/32 and p e rc en ta g e  v o te  Ju ly  1932 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with p e rc en ta g e  
f a r n e r s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
Schange 1930/32 .22 .0 9  - . 0 C  - .1 1
J u l y  1932 e l e c t i o n  .11 - .  55 - . 5 2  .30
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  t c  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1012 < N < 1013.
The NSDAP v o te  i n c r e a s e  from 1930 to  1932 produced a 
c o r r e l a t i o n  of .22  with the  f a r m e rs .  I h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  b reak th rough  in  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  f o r  the  NSDAP. 
The NSDAP*s n a t i o n a l i s t i c  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  p resen c e  o f  th e  
P o l i s h  m ig ra to ry  a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers was a p p a r e n t ly  h igh ly  
e f f e c t i v e .  I t  was th e  s c r t  of  s t r a t e g y  the  p a r t i e s  of  th e  
l e f t  cou ld  not  mount s in c e  they  could  have found no 
t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f c r  an a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  worker s o l i d a r i t y .
The NSDAP *s new s t r a t e g y  of paying a t t e n t i o n  to  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  i s s u e s  i n  t h e i r  propaganda e f f o r t s  was h igh ly  
e f f e c t i v e .  The farming p o p u la t io n  was econom ica l ly  h i t  
h a rd e r  du r ing  th e  1930-32 p e r io d  than  in  t t e  immediate 
postwar  p e r io d  and were t h e r e f o r e  more r e c e p t i v e  t o
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a l t e r n a t i v e  a p p e a l s . 239
The J u l y  1932 NSDAP vote  y i e ld e d  t h e  s e c c r d  s t r o n g e s t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  with th e  f a rm e rs  among a l l  p a r t i e s .  The 
Zentrum, p r i m a r i l y  a C a th o l i c  p a r ty  and s e c o n d a r i l y  a r u r a l  
p a r ty  with s i g n i f i c a n t  su p p o r t  among fa rm e rs ,  y i e l d e d  th e  
s t r o n g e s t  c o e f f i c i e n t .  The German P e a s a n t s '  P a r t y  (Deutsche 
S a u e r n p a r t e i ) ,  a t  . 0 4 ,  and the  DNVP, a t  .0 1 ,  ranked belov 
the  Zentrum and th e  NSDAP.239
The magni tude of  the  a f s o l u t e  i n c r e a s e  in  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
NSDAP i s  e v id e n t  from th e  breakdown of  the  p a r t y ' s  vote  
acc o rd in g  t o  t h e  d e n s i ty  of th e  farming p o p u l a t i o n ,  in  Table  
39.
aaa Heberle  o f f e r s  ev idence  of  th e  magnitude cf th e  NSDAP 
r u r a l  e f f o r t  in  o b se rv in g  t h a t  i n  S c h le s w ig - H o ls t e in ,
'T )h e re  were,  in  1931 and 1932, mary r u r a l  
communities  where s c a r c e l y  a barn door was not 
d e c o r a te d  with NSDAP p o s t e r s .  Anybody who 
knows the  methods of  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  a p p l i e d  by 
t h e  Nazis w i l l  agree  t h a t  such u n i fo rm i ty  of  
behav iour  very l i k e l y  was no t  e n t i r e l y
v o l u n t a r y .
H eb er le ,  From Democracy to Nazism, p .  89.
239 A c tu a l ly ,  p a r t i e s  coded as " o th e r "  in  the  ICPSB da ta  s e t  
top a l l  with a farmer c o r r e l a t i o n  of  . 3 3 ,  t e s t i f y i n g  to  
the  l a r g e  number o f  sm a l l  f a r m e r s '  p a r t i e s .
The fa rm ers  were accustomed to  a l a r c e  number of  
farmers* p a r t i e s ,  w i th  c o n s i d e r a b le  movements of v o te s  
among th e s e  p a r t i e s  between e l e c t i o n s .  I n  1930 t h e
German Countrymen's  P a r ty  [Deutsches Lacdvolkf had
r e c e iv e d  4 . 1X of  th e  v o t e s ,  but  l o s t  most o f  i t s  s h a r e  
in  J u l y  1S32. On th e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  German P e a s a n t s '  
Pa r ty  ( Deutsches Eaue r n p a r t e i ) appeared ,  t u t  g a rn e r in g  
only . 3 * .
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T able  3 9 ; P a t t y  vote  v s .  f a r m e r s ,  p e rc e n t a g e s  J u ly  
1932
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of vo te  
1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  v o te  J u ly  1932 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a t t i e s ,  with  p e rc e n ta g e  
f a r m e rs .
NSEAP KPD
change July change J u ly
30/32 1932 30/32 1935
Mean 20.27 39. 19 1.50 10.36
0-5* farm 16-39 35-93 1. 15 15.72
05. 1-10 18.90 38.41 0.54 12.68
10.1-20 18.41 38.30 1.54 14.51
20 .1-30 20.12 37.23 1.54 12.26
30. 1-110 v, 20.49 39. 19 1.97 9.75
40 .1 -50 24.0 5 45.04 1.66 7 .93
50.1-60 22.26 41.7C 1.71 6 .46
60 .1 -90 21.36 37.73 1.50 4.95
ETA .271 .206 . 142 .546
(N=1012) f1013> 11012) (1013)
SPD ______ ZP
change July change J u ly
30/32 1932 30/32 19 3 2
I Mean - 3 . 1 3 19.04 0.42 19.60
( 0-5* farm - 1 . 9 4 24.67 0.  86 12.21
I 05 .1-10 - 2 .8 2 24.02 1.00 13.54
| 10.1-20 -4 .0 2 23.71 1.01 12. 14
I 20 .1-30 -4 .1 6 23.35 0.56 16.93
| 30. 1-40 -4 .5 9 19.96 - 0 .1 6 21 .  C8
| 40 .1 -50 - 4 .  17 17.54 - 0 .0 5 17.33
I 50 .1-60 - 2 .9 6 13.34 0. 26 25.60
| 60. 1-90 - 1 .5 2 9.60 0.34 33.67
I ETA .330 .534 .167 .320
(11=1013) (1013) (1012) (1013)
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While t h e  NSDAP vote  of  Ju ly  1932 y i e l d e d  the s t r o n g e s t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h e  f a rm e rs ,  th e  breakdown of Table 39 
r e v e a l s  t h a t  the  movement r e c e iv e d  i t s  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e  in
su p p o r t  ----  and l a r g e s t  t o t a l  vo te  ----- no t  in  the  a r e a s  t h a t
c o n ta in e d  th e  h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t io n  of  f a r m e r s ,  b a t  in  a r e a s  i n  
vhich between f o r t y  aod f i f t y  p e rc e n t  of  the  r e s i d e n t s  were 
f a rm e rs .  This  demographic a s p e c t  i s  p robably  a r e f l e c t i o n  
of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  N a z is '  major su p p o r t  base  was in  sm all  
towns. That  t h e  BSDAE d id  r e c e i v e  s t r o n g  s a p p o r t  from t h e  
fa rm ers  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  in  a l l  bu t  one of  t h e  
a r e a s  i n  vhich the  f a rm e rs  formed a m a jo r i ty  of  t h e  
p o p u la t io n ,  t h e  NSDAE rec e iv e d  a s h a r e  of  t h e  v c te s  t h a t  was 
above t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  mean.
The KPD, who made fewer pronouncements on the  p e a sa n t ry  
than the  NSDAE, n e v e r t h e l e s s  p icked up v o te s  i n  th e  farming 
a r e a s ,  a s  Table  39 r e v e a l s .  T hei r  modest p r o g r e s s  with t h e  
f a rm e rs  i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  by t h e  v o te  change c o e f f i c i e n t  of 
.03 in  T able  38. In  s p i t e  of  t h i s  sm a l l  i n c r e a s e ,  the  KPD's 
t o t a l  ga in  o f  s a p p o r t  was so  sm a l l  t h a t  t h e  KPD farmer 
c o e f f i c i e n t  y i e ld e d  by th e  Ju ly  1932 vote was not  s t r o n g e r  
than  t h a t  f o r  1930.
The KPD's Harzian p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p e a s a n t r y ,  i d e n t i c a l  to  
t h a t  of  t h e  SPD b e fo re  1932, saw th e  farming s e c t o r  as 
moving tow ards  fewer and l a r g e r  u n i t s ,  j u s t  a s  in  i n d u s t r y .  
The r e l a t i v e  importance  of the  p e asa n t ry  would then 
d im in i s h .  D esp i te  t h i s  u n d e rs t a n d in g  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  th e
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f a r a i n g  s e c t o r ,  the  KPD's su p p o r t  i n  farming a r e a s  
m arg in a l ly  in p ro v ed .  More s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  the  e l e c t o r a l  
b a s i s  o f  t h e  KPD was, r e l a t i v e l y  sp e a k in g ,  u rb an ,  as  w i l l  be 
shown below, and t h i s  f a c t  shou ld  no t  be overshadowed by 
t h e i r  s l i g h t  g a in s  in  both a g r i c u l t u r a l  and n o n ~ a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a r e a s .
The SPD had abandoned t h i s  Marxian a s se s sm e n t ,  pe rhaps  as  
e a r l y  as  t i e  G c r l i t z  programme i n  1921 which procla imed i n  
i t s  opening l i n e s :  "The German S o c ia l  Democratic  P a r ty  i s
t h e  p a r ty  of  the  working people  in  c i t y  and c o u n t r y . " 240 
N o n e th e le s s ,  t h e  SPE l o s t  among f a rm e rs ,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e i r  
o v e r a l l  n a t i o n a l  d e c l in e .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  no te  t h a t  
the  p a t t e r n s  o f  KPD ga ins  and t h a t  o f  SPD l o s s e s  in  t h e
r u r a l  a r e a s  were more or l e s s  complementary.
In  Ju ly  1932 the  NSDAE fo r  th e  f i r s t  time c u tp o l l e d  t h e  
Zentrum a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  farming p o p u l a t i o n .  This  was 
d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r ty  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  had a 
s t r o n g  r u r a l  l a s e .
MaJi j&JaflisaUgp
The s t r e n g th e n in g  of  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  NSDAP among fa rm ers  and 
t h e  r e l a t i v e  d e c l in e  o f  th e  a l r e a d y  weak worker b a s e ,  
i n d i c a t e d  by th e  p reced ing  d a t a ,  p o i n t  to  the  f a c t  t h a t  th e
Nazi massive ga in  of  J u l y  1932 o ccu r red  p r i m a r i l y  in  t h e
c o u n t r y s i d e .  The Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s
240 The term working c l a s s  was r e p l a c e d  by " th e  producing 
m asses ."  Hunt, German S o c i a l  Democracy 1916 -  1933. p. 
134.
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between t h e  NSDAP vote and urban r e s id e n c e  in  Table 40 
confi rm  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  o f  the  Nazi vo te .
r  ]
| T ab le  40 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote  and \ 
I u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  Ju ly  1932 I
1 I
| Pea rson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change |
j o f  vo te  1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  |
| J u ly  1S32 of  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  j
j w i th  p e rcen tag e  urban r e s i d e n t s .  I
I I
1 I
| N SOAP KPD SPD ZP |
I I
1 Xchange 1930/32 - . 2 4  - . 0 8  - .  15 .  12 |
I I
I J u l y  1932 e l e c t i o n  - . 1 2  .43  .3 4  - . 2 0  J
I I
I I
| Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
| c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1013 < N < 1C14. j
I It  ----------------------------------------------------------   _ --i
The J u l y  1932 NSD1P vote  produced t h e  f i r s t  n e g a t iv e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  with urban r e s i d e n c e ,  i n d i c a t i r g  t h a t  t h e  
movement's r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g e r  base  had s h i f t e d  from th e  
l a r g e  u rban  a r e a s  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  towns and r u r a l  a r e a s .  
More p r e c i s e l y ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  the  NSDAP su p p o r t  base  
was to  be found in  communities of  l e s s  than  l i v e  thousand 
i n h a b i t a n t s .  The r a t h e r  s t r o n g  v o te  change c c e f f i c i e n t  of 
- . 2 4  t e s t i f i e s  to  th e  magnitude of t h i s  s h i f t .  Again, as  
with t h e  o t h e r  suppor t  group v a r i a b l e s ,  t h i s  s h i f t  of 
su p p o r t  from th e  urban t o  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s  i s  b e s t  viewed as 
the  outcome of a h ig h e r  r a t e  of a b s o l u t e  growth of NSDAP
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s a p p o r t  in  th e  n o n - c i t y  a r e a s  than  i n  th e  urban a r e a s .  This  
becomes c l e a r e r  with  the  breakdown of  t h e  NSD1P vo te  a long  
the  u r b a n - r u r a l  d im ens ion ,  a s  i t  i s  shown in  T a i l e  41.
*-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
i T ab le  4 1 ; P a r ty  vo te  vs .  u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  p e rc e n t a g e s  j 
I J u ly  1932 I
I Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of  vo te  |
1 1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  Ju ly  1932 j
I of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  j
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The t a b l e  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP advances kere somewhat 
g r e a t e r  i n  t h e  r u r a l  p a r t s  and s n a i l  towns than i n  th e  
h ig h ly  u r b a n i s e d  a r e a s .  The NSDAP u r b a n - r u r a l  p r o f i l e  i s  
s l i g h t l y  c u r v i l i n e a r  with i t s  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h  in  a re a s  of 
25X urban r e s i d e n t s ,  i . e .  i n  sm a l l  towns.
Thus,  i n  th e  depth  of t h e  d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  most resounding  
re sp o n se  to  t h e  NSDAP's broad c r o s s  s e c t i o n  e l e c t o r a l
s t r a t e g y  t h a t  focused  on both  urban f a c t o r y  t u i l d i n g  -----
"HiB" ----  and farmers* union c e l l s ,  emanated from th e
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  e t h e r  a r e a s ,  i . e . ,  sm a l l  or  medium s i z e d  
towns. Frcm th e  breakdown in  Table 41 i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  th e  
NSDAP had become a sm a l l  town f o r c e ,  r a t h e r  than  a r u r a l  
phenomenon, a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  which the  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a lone  
might n o t  f u l l y  r e v e a l .  The u r b a n - r u r a l  c le av a g e  must no t
be o v e r s t a t e d ,  however.  Hhile  the  NSDAP movement had grown
a t  i t s  f a s t e s t  r a t e  o u t s i d e  the  l a r g e  c i t i e s  between
September 1930 and J u ly  1932, i t  had become a t r u e  
mass-movement whose s u p p o r t  was q u i t e  even ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  
a c r o s s  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  u r b a n i s a t i o n .
Heberle  mentions t h a t  " (a)n a n a l y s i s  o f  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  
by communities showed a r a t h e r  s t r o n g  i n v e r s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
between t h e  s i z e  o f  th e  community and the  p e rc e n ta g e  of
v o tes  o b t a in e d  by th e  NSDAP."241 O n f o r t u n a t e l y , he does no t
s p e c i f y  which e l e c t i o n  he examined, and he does no t  r e v e a l  
the  va lues  of h i s  r e s u l t s .  Given th e  s e t  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
r e s u l t s  o b t a in e d  in  our  a n a l y s i s ,  he might w e l l  have s t u d i e d
241 H eb er le ,  from Democracy to  Nazism, p. 89f.
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the  Ju ly  1932 e l e c t i o n .  While h i s  s tudy  was conf ined  to  
S c h l e s w i g - H c l s t e in , h i s  e x p la n a t io n  of t h i s  i n v e r s e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  worthy o f  n o t e :  i t  i s  " p a r t l y  as a
conseguence  of g r e a t e r  l ik e -m in d e d n e s s  i n  s n a i l  communities , 
p a r t l y . . . b y  th e  more e f f e c t i v e  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  and p re s su re  
e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  NSDAP once i t  had o b ta in ed  a c o n s id e r a b le  
su p p o r t  in  such c o n n u n i t i e s - " 2*2
£&£ ghe_g&gBployed
With t h e  deepening o f  the  d e p re s s io n  th e  l e v e l  of  
unenployment s k y r o c k e t t e d ,  as Table  42 documents.
Table 42: Unemployment 1929 -  1932
Unemployed in  Unemployed as  pe rcen tage
t o t a l  n u i b e r s  o f  work fo r c e
September 1929 1 .3  m i l l i o n  1929 9.6
" 1930 3 . 0  » 1920 15.7
" 1931 4 .35  » 1931 23.9
" 1932 5 .  1 « 1932 30.8
T o ta l  numbers from o f f i c i a l  d a t a .  P e rce n tag e s  frcm 
Moses, T r ade Unionism in  Germany. Appendix V II .
In  t h e  w in ter  months of 1931-32 th e  t o t a l  number of  
unemployed people  had exceeded s i x  m i l l i o n . 243 By March 
1932 t h e r e  were 6 .2  m i l l i o n  unemployed. Bracher p c i n t s  o u t
242 I b i d .
243 E rac h e r ,  The Gernan_Dicta tQEship ,  p. 169.
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t h a t  one out  o f  two German f a m i l i e s  was a f f e c t e d  ----- t h e
lower middle c l a s s  and w hi te  c o l l a r  workers no Je s s  th an  t h e  
working c l a s s .  The former two groups were t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  
l o s s  o f  s t a t e s  as  well  a s  p o s s i b l e  h a r d s h ip .
The o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s  on j o b l e s s n e s s  were c o i p i l e d  by t h e  
lab o u r  exchanges .  The N a t io n a l  Board o f  Economic Besearch 
no ted  t h a t  du r ing  th e  r e c e s s i o n  and d e p re s s io n  beg inn ing  in  
1928 and s t r e t c h i n g  i n t c  1932 th e  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  j o b l e s s  
workers to  r e p o r t  to  the  exchanges was much r e d u c e d .  This  
was t h e  conseguence of  t h e  growing r e s t r i c t i o n s  on j o b l e s s  
b e n e f i t s  and th e  d e c l i n i n g  p r o b a b i l i t y  of o b t a i n i n g  jo b s  
through t h e s e  a g e n c ie s .  The I n s t i t u t  f u r
Konlunk tu r fo rschuno  e s t im a te d  t h a t  such " i n v i s i b l e "  
unemployment comprised app rox im ate ly  a m i l l i c r  and a h a l f  
pe rsons  i n  the  middle of  1932,244 in  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
o f f i c i a l l y  unemployed. C l e a r l y ,  unemployment was r e l a t i v e l y
speaking  an urban phenomenon ----- t h e  p r o p o r t io n  of
unemployed with p r o p o r t io n  o f  f a rm e rs  produced a c o r r e l a t i o n  
of - . 3 9 .  This  was so p a r t l y  because farm workers  were n o t  
r e g i s t e r e d  as unemployed. There were i d l e  farm workers in  
1932, as was d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  and t h e i r  d i s a f f e c t i o n  was 
i n t e n s i f i e d  by t h e i r  i c e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  j o b l e s s  r e l i e f .
In  any e v e n t ,  n u m er ica l ly  the i n d u s t r i a l  working c l a s s  
bore  t h e  b r u n t  o f  unemployment. J o b l e s s n e s s  i n  t r a d e  unions 
ro se  from f i v e  p e rc e n t  o f  membership in  Nay 1928, to  
tw en ty -seven  p e rc e n t  i n  September 1930 and f o r t y - f i v e
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percent in July 1932.249
Hith th e  p e rc en ta g e  o f  unemployed hav ing  r i s e n  a lm ost  as  
s h a r p ly  s i n c e  1928 as  th e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  NSDAP s u p p o r t ,  vhat  
bad been th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e s e  two v a r i a b l e s  i n  
Ju ly  1932? The c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  Table 43 p ro v id e  t h e  answer.
C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and 
unemployed, J u ly  1932
Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
o f  vo te  1930/32 and p e rc e n ta g e  vo te  Ju ly  1932 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  w i th  p e rc e n ta g e  
unemployed.
NSDAP KED SPD ZP
Xchange 1930/32 - . 0 7  - . 0 6  . 1 1  .1 6
J u ly  1932 e l e c t i o n  .06 .01 .  22 - .  16
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  t c  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1012 < N < 1C13.
The NSDAP c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  unemployed i n  Ju ly  1932, 
while  weaker th an  t h a t  f o r  1930, r e p r e s e n t s  the  second 
s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  p a r t y ' s  vote  and su p p o r t  
groups f o r  t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  That  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t  fo r  t h e  
unemployed i s  weaker than t h a t  fo r  t h e  NSDAP vote of  19 30 
even though th e  unemployed were an i n p o r a n t  s u p p o r t  group i s  
p robably  a f u n c t i o n  of th e  growth of the Nazi novement 
having reach ed  a s t a g e  where i t  r e c e iv e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u p p o r t
245 I b i d . .  p. 69.
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f r c a  a l l  g ro u p s .  This  becones e v id e n t  as the  tiSDAE vo te  i s
broken down by a re a  a cc o rd in g  to  t h e  l o c a l  r a t e  of 
unenp lo yn en t ,  i n  Table 44.
j Ta b le  44:  P a r ty  vote  vs .  u n eap loyed# p e rc e n ta g e s  Ju ly  j
t 1932 |
I Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  change of vote  |
| 1930/32 and p e rc en ta g e  vote  J u ly  1932 |
I of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rc e n ta g e  |
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I t  i s  c l e a r  from Table  44 t h a t  th e  NSDAP had become a 
t r u l y  n a t i o n a l  p a r t y  r e c e i v i n g  su p p o r t  from a re as  of  a l l  
c a t e s  o f  unemployment. In t h i s  r e s p e c t  they su rp assed  a l l  
o th e r  p a r t i e s .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  su pp o r t  f c r  the  NSDAP 
was e s s e n t i a l l y  uniform i n  Only 1932 even though t h e  
i n c r e a s e  o f  su p p o r t  f o r  the  movement i n  t h e  a i e a s  with t h e  
h i g h e s t  unemployment had been c o n s id e r a b ly  below t h a t  in  
many o t h e r  a r e a s .  There was a p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i c c s h i p  between
the  NSDAP vo te  ----  and v o te  i n c r e a s e  ----  and unemployment up
to  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t .
The SPD vote  y i e ld e d  a s t r o n g e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  
with t h e  j o b l e s s  than  t h e  NSDAE v o t e ,  and one t h a t  was 
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h a t  f o r  t h e  SPD vo te  o f  1930, a year  t h e  
p a r ty  had been r e c e n t  incumbents in  a d e c l i n i n g  economy.
I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  the  working c l a s s  j o b l e s s  were drawn 
mainly t o  t h e  l e f t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  to  the SPD, r a t h e r  than  to  
th e  NSDAP. However, th e  l a t t e r  s t i l l  o u tp o l l e d  th e  fo rm er ,  
as w e l l  as  th e  KPD, a t  every  r a t e  o f  unemployment.
C o n s id e r in g  th e  d ram a t ic  l e a p  forward t h a t  the  NSDAP 
ach ieved  by th e  J u l y  e l e c t i o n ,  approxim ate ly  doubling t h e i r  
su p p o r t ,  i t  i s  not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  they l o s t  
s u p p o r t e r s  t h a t  they bad gained j u s t  twenty-two months 
e a r l i e r .  Fu r the rm o re ,  i t  i s  not  l i k e l y  t h a t  they  s u f f e r e d  a 
r e v e r s e  with  t h e  long term j o b l e s s ,  or w i th  th e  lumpen 
e lem ents  c o n ta in e d  in  t h i s  c a t e g o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  t h e  
p a r t y  s t i l l  had a p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t  with t h e  unemployed.
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Much as  in  1930, th e  p a r t i e s  o f  th e  r i g h t  did v e i l  i n  a r e a s  
of h igh unemployment, a s  d id  th e  l i b e r a l  p a r t y ,  len d in g  
ev idence  f o r  the  argument of  an e x i s t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
between t h e  middle c l a s s  and unemployment.246
4.6  B e l iq jo n
The r e l i g i o u s  c le av a g e  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP e f f e c t e d  in  th e  Ju ly  
1932 e l e c t i o n ,  as i n d i c a t e d  by th e  J u ly  1932 NSDAP 
c o e f f i c i e n t  in  Table 45, was t h e  w id es t  among the c le a v a g e s  
i n v o lv in g  t h e  NSEAP examined in  t h i s  s t u d y .
Table  4 5 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote and 
C a t h o l i c s ,  Ju ly  1932
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
of  vote  1930/32 and p e rcen tag e  vote  J u l y  
1932 of p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rcen tag e  
C a t h o l i c .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
SEchange 1930/32 - . 6 6  .  19 .3 4  .15
J u ly  1932 e l e c t i o n  - . 7 6  - . 2 1  - . 6 5  .94
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  1007 < N £ 1C08.
These p a r t i e s  had urban bases  which o v e r lap p ed  with t h e  
a r e a s  of  unemployment t h a t  were predom inant ly  in  t h e  
c i t i e s .  T he i r  v a lu e s  were: DNVP .2 0 ;  SPD .19 ;  DVp .1 5 ;
NSDAP . 0 7 ;  DSP (G S t a t e  P) .0 6 ;  G N a t ' l  Middle C lass  P 
. 0 2 ;  KPD .0 1 .
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The p a r t y ' s  c o r r e l a t i o n  with the  C a th o l i c s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
th e  NSDAP had become t h e  p reem inen t ly  " P r o t e s t a n t "  p a r t y ,  
s u r p a s s in g  the  SPD i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  The widening 
c o n f e s s i o n a l  c leavage  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k i n g  i n  view of  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP p r a c t i c a l l y  doubled i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  
between two c o n s e c u t iv e  e l e c t i o n s ,  thus  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
b roadening  i t s  s u p p o r t  b a s e .  The breakdown c f  the  NSDAP 
vo te  a cc o rd in g  t o  th e  r a t e  c f  C a th o l i c  p r e s e n c e ,  i n  Table  
46, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  movement accomplished t h i s  phenomenal 
expansion  l a r g e l y  on the  b a s i s  of new P r o t e s t a n t  s u p p o r t e r s .
The NSDAP probably  a t t r a c t e d  no more than  one ou t  of 
every  f i v e  C a t h o l i c s .  I n  the  most h e a v i ly  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s  
t h e  NSDAP n e a r l y  a t t a i n e d  an a b s l o u t e  m a j o r i t y .
The e x t e n t  o f  Nazi su p p o r t  in t h e  most h e a v i l y  C a th o l i c  
p a r t s  was only t w o - f i f t h s  o f  t h a t  i n  the  l o s t  h e a v i ly  
P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s .  The NSDAP c l e a r l y  " f a i l e d "  t o  h a l t  t h e  
growth o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c le av a g e  t h a t ,  a s  the  d a t a  i n d i c a t e ,  
had grown s i n c e  1930.
I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP was r e l a t i v e l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  in  
r e c r u i t i n g  C a t h o l i c s ,  b u t  t h a t  does not  mean t h a t  they d id  
n o t  r e c r u i t  any C a t h o l i c s .  As a m a t te r  of  f a c t ,  th e  
p ro g re s s  o f  th e  movement i n  t h i s  segment of t t e  p o p u la t i o n  
was u n d e n ia b le :  a more than  e ig h te e n  p e rc e n t  i n c r e a s e  in
su p p o r t  s i n c e  1928 i n  th o se  a re a s  which were mere than  
n in e ty  p e r c e n t  C a th o l i c .
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Ta b le  4 6 : P a r t y  vote  vs .  C a t h o l i c s ,  p e rc e n t a g e s  Ju ly
1932
Breakdown, p e rc e n t a g e  change of vo te  
1930/52 and p e rc e n ta g e  v c te  J u l y  1932 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  with  p e rc e n t a g e  
C a t h o l i c .
NSDAP KPD
change Ju ly change J u l  J
3 0 / 3 2 1932 30 /32 1932
Bean 2 0 . 3 2 3 9 . 2 6 1 . 50 1 0 . 3 6
0- 5*  Cath 2 5 . 6 7 a s . 26 1- 16 1 1 . 4 3
5.  1 - 1 0 2 3 . 8 4 a 5 . 0 2 1 . 24 12.  29
1 0 . 1 - 2 0 2 3 . 9  4 a a . 4 1 1 .79 1 2 .  10
2 0 . 1 - 3 0 2 4 . 9 4 a 7 . 2 9 0 .61 8 . 8 7
3 0 . 1 - 4 0 2 1 . 3 8 a 3 . 19 0 . 6 5 9 . 2 7
4 0 . 1 - 5 0 2 0 . 0 6 3 8 . 0 0 1 .59 1 1 . 5 2
5 0 . 1 - 6 0 16 . 23 3 2 - a 1 2 .  13 1 1 . 2 3
6 0 . 1 - 7 0 15 .71 3 1 . 9 0 1 . 39 9 .  12
7 0 - 1 - 8 0 13-10 2 6 . 9 7 1.91 8 .  10
9 0 . 1 - 9 0 11.21 2 4 . 0 1 1 . 82 9.C1
90- 1-100 1 0 . 57 2 0 . 8 7 2 . 4 0 7 . 5 8
ETA . 6 6 1 . 7 6 5 . 2 3 9 . 2 4 1
(N=1C07) (1008) (1007) J1CC8)
spd zp
change Ju ly change J u l y
30/32 1932 30/32 1932
j Bean - 3 .1 4 18.99 0.42 19.60
I 0-5* Cath - 4 .1 6 24.05 0.28 1. 10
I 5 .1 -1 0 - 3 . 6 0 25.66 0.41 3 .  05
I 10.1-20 - 4 .5 5 23.93 0.17 7.C3
1 20 .1-30 - 4 .1 7 21.03 - 0 .2 3 12.65
| 30 .1 -40 - 2 .6 9 18.98 - 0 .2 8 18.61
| 40 .1 -50 -2 .6 1 15.22 0.01 26.55
i 50. 1-60 - 2 .2 6 15.74 -0 .1 5 31 .42
| 60 .1 -70 - 2 .3 1 12. 16 - 0 .3 4 38 .7 5
| 70 .1 -80 -0 .4 1 10.56 - 0 .7 2 46.53
| 80 .1-90 -1 .6 4 11.20 1.05 43 .29
( 90 .1-100 - 1 .5 2 8.51 1.45 52 .68
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I ETA -360 =653 -2U7 .9 4 3  |
I IN= 1008) (1008) (1007) (1 CC8) |
L  J
The Nazis d e f i n i t e l y  ga ined  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  tfae h e a v i ly  
C a th o l i c  a r e a s ,  e . g . ,  t h e s e  a r e a s  which were between e ig h ty  
and n in e ty  p e r c e n t  C a t h o l i c ,  and those  a r e a s  which were 
between n i n e t y  and a hundred p e rc e n t  C a t h o l i c .  In  t h e  
l a t t e r ,  t h e  N a z is '  sha re  of su p p o r t  i n c r e a s e d  from 2.1 
p e rc e n t  to  10.3 p e r c e n t  and 20.9 p e r c e n t  in  1928, 1930 and
1932 r e s p e c t i v e l y .
In  t h e  f a c e  of  t h i s  advance ,  t h e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  
Zentruo and th e  EVP, n e v e r t h e l e s s  managed t c  hold on to  
t h e i r  volume of  a d h e r e n t s  and t o g e t h e r  even  gained  an 
a b s o l u t e  m a j o r i t y  in  the  most h e a v i ly  C a th o l i c  p a r t s .  This  
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  C a t h o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  to  
n o n - C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s ;  in  t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  had the  s t r o n g e s t  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of C a th o l i c s  th e  NSDAP picked up t e n  p e rc e n t  
in  su p p o r t  w i thou t  t h e  a fo rem en t io n ed  p a r t i e s  r e t r e a t i n g .
The SPD l o s t  more in P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s  than  in  C a th o l i c  
a r e a s .  But s i n c e  th e  SPD had had more P r o t e s t a r t  s u p p o r t e r s  
than C a t h o l i c  s u p p o r t e r s ,  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  t h e  SPD l o s t  more 
or l e s s  e v en ly  among both r e l i g i o u s  groups .  The KPD's v o te  
s h i f t  l a r g e l y  t r a n s c e n d e d  r e l i g i o n .





e 47: The NSDAE vote  v s .  r e g i o n s ,  p e rc en ta g es
J u l y  1932
Breakdown, p e rc en ta g e  change of vote  
1930/32 and p e rc en ta g e  vo te  J u l y  1932 
o f  t h e  NSBAP, ty  r e g i o n .
Change Ju ly  1932
1930/32 e l e c t i o n
Mean 19.78 33.60
East 23.27 04.31
East  so u th  e a s t 22.62 42.47
North 23. 10 46.52
The Buhr 11.30 26. 17
West 21.71 41.72
South 16. 12 31-28
ETA .515 
(N=1020)
The NSDAP rough ly  doubled t h e i r  vo te  i n  a l l  r e g io n s  excep t  
the  Ruhr d i s t r i c t .  I t s  g r e a t e s t  p r o g r e s s  was r e a l i s e d  i n  
the  n o r th e r n  t w o - t h i r d s  o f  Germany, e x ce p t in g  the  Ruhr 
d i s t r i c t .
Hhile  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c le a v a g e  widened fo r  the  sovement, 
the  r e l a t i v e l y  sm a l l  vote  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  6 4 .6% C a th o l i c  
"south'* exceeded the  NSDAE achievement  in  the  5 0 .4J working 
c l a s s  (and 55.855 C a th o l ic )  Ruhr d i s t r i c t .  The NSDAP d id  
very w e l l  in  t h e  n o r t h ,  which i n c l u d e s  S c h l e s s i g - I io l s t e i n  
where, i n  i t s  r u r a l  border  r e g i o n ,  th e  novement a t t a i n e d  an
247 H eber le ,  From Democracy to  Nazism, p .  32.
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a b s o l u t e  m a jo r i t y  o f  5 1 * . 247 This s u r p r i s e s  Heberle  who 
n o te s  t h a t  the  " l i b e r a l  minded r u r a l  S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in "  had 
had a t r a d i t i o n  of r u r a l  p o l i t i c a l  movements and had been 
th e  s t r o n g h o ld  of  t h e  l i b e r a l  and Democratic p a r t i e s ,  as  
well  a s  t h e  home of  "a r a t h e r  l i b e r a l  DNVP.1,24 8
However, th e  l i b e r a l  ( the  DVE) and th e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  ( the  
DNVP) p a r t i e s  t h a t  had h i s t o r i c a l l y  dominated
S c h le s w ig - H o l s t e in ,  as Heberle  n o t e s ,  were th e  two top  
p a r t i e s  i n  n a t i o n a l l y  y i e l d i n g  s u p p o r t e r s  to  the  NSDAP i n  
1930, as  t h e  d a ta  on th e  s h i f t s  of v o t e s  r e v e a le d  in  c h a p t e r  
I I I .  In S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in ,  the  middle c l a s s  p a r t i e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  DNVP, were sgueesed  by th e  f i f t y - o n e  p e r c e n t  
fo r  th e  NSDAP on the  r i g h t  and the  t h i r t y - s e v e n  p e rc e n t  of 
th e  SPD and o t h e r s  on the  l e f t . 2**
lhe  SPD s u r r e n d e r  of s u p p o r t e r s  to th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  
i n d i c a t e d  by Table  48,  may appear  s u r p r i s i n g .  Cut t h i s  i s  
to  be expec ted  from a more c a r e f u l  exam ina t ion  o f  th e  
r e l i g i o u s  f a c t o r .  With both  t h e  SPD and the  KSDAP exuding  
th e  s t r o n g e s t  a t t r a c t i o n  t o  P r o t e s t a n t s  of a l l  p a r t i e s  i n  
Ju ly  1932, t h e r e  was no r e l i g i o u s  o b s t a c l e  t o  a t r a n s f e r  of 
s u p p o r t e r s  between th e n .  While t h e  NSDAP v o te  change i s  
more n e g a t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d  with t h e  workers in Ju ly  1932 
than  i n  p r e v io u s  e l e c t i o n s  ----  - . 1 6  in  Ju ly  1932 compared
248 I b i d .
a*9 E ra c h e r ,  The German D i c t a t o r s h i p , p. 155.
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Ia£le_.U8: I n t e r - e l e c t i o n
1932
v o te  s h i f t s ,  1930 -  Ju ly
P e a rscn  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e r c e n ta g e  change 
o f  p a r t y  v o te s  v i t h  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
o f  p a r t y  v o t e s ,  1930 -  J u l y  1932.
NSDAP change 
v i t h  change in :
KID change 
v i t h  change in;
ZP change 
with c h a rg e  in ;
SPD - .4 1 SPD - . 3 9 BPDMS - . 0 3
ChSVD - . 3 2 DNVP - . 0 1 DVP .04
DSP - . 2 5 FPDBS .04 DNVP .06
DNVP - . 2 3 ChSVD .05 DSP .09
SPDHS - . 2 3 DSP -07 SPD .12
DVP - .2 0 EVP .  15 ChSVD .20
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  852 < N < 1031.
P e rc e n ta g e  g a i n s :  NSDAE 19.20;  KPE 1-51;
ZE 0 .4 9 ;  t u r n o u t  2-€2
P e rc e n ta g e  l o s s e s :  EPDHS {G N a t ' l  Middle C la s s  P) 
- 3 . 2 3 ;  SPD - 3 - 1 2 ;  DVP (G P e o p l e ' s  P) - 2 .4 8 ;  ESP (G 
S t a t e  P) - 2 - 4 4 ;  ChSVD ( C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  P e o p l e ' s  
S e r v i c e ,  P r o t e s t a n t  movement) - 1 . 6 5 ;  DNVP - 1 .1 7
v i t h  - . 1 3  in  1930 ----  t h e  p a r t y  a l l  t h e  same picked up over
e ig h t e e n  p e r c e n t  i n  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  of  working c l a s s  d e n s i t y .
The SPD l o s s e s  were m arg ina l ly  h e a v i e r  i c  the  h igh ly  
working c l a s s  r e g i o n s .  The NSDAP made t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  g a in s  
i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p a r t s  t y p i f i e d  by r u r a l  
S c h le s w ig - H o ls t e in  as  d e s c r i b e d  in  B e b e r l e ' s  s t u d y .  flith 
th e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  as i n d i c a t o r s  the  two r a d i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  
NSDAP and t h e  KPD, can be l o o s e l y  taken  to  have s p l i t  t h e
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t h r e e  p e r c e n t  of  v o t e r s  t h e  SPD r e l i n q u i s h e d -  I t  i s  
p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  th e  NSDAP von mainly the  r u r a l  SED s u p p o r t e r s  
and th e  KPD mainly th e  u rb a n .
Hunt d e n i e s  t h a t  a mass t r a n s f e r  o f  popu la r  s u p p o r t  from 
the  SPD to  t h e  NSDAP took p la c e  during th e  e l e c t o r a l  d e c l in e  
of t h e  S o c i a l  Democrats i n  the  d e p re s s io n .  These who a rgue  
t h a t  such  a mass t r a n s f e r  d id  t a k e  p l a c e ,  he c o n t i n u e s ,  s e e  
t h i s  a s  p a r t  o f  a b ro a d e r  p a t t e r n  o f  working c l a s s  backing 
fo r  H i t l e r .  By add ing  n a t io n a l i s m  t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  they a rg u e ,  
the  Nazis were a b le  t o  o u tb id  the Marxis t  p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e  
a l l e g i a n c e  of t h e  German p r o l e t a r i a t .  Hunt t h i n k s  t h a t  " th e  
a t t r a c t i v e  s i m p l i c i t y  of t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  d e c e p t iv e  f o r  c l o s e r  
s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  b e t r a y s  no such mass m ig ra t ion  of 
s o c i a l i s t  v o t e r s  i n t o  B i t l e r * s  camp."2*0
aso B u n t ' s  " c l o s e r  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s "  in v o lv e s  t h e  
o b s e r v a t io n  of s h i f t s  in  ag grega te  v o te s  between t h e  
b lo c s  o f :  (1) S o c i a l i s t s  (SPD, Independen t  SPD, KPD);
(2) NSDAP; (3) DNVP, DVP, German D e n c c r a t i c / S t a t e  
P a r ty ,  t h e  Middle C la s s  P a r t y ,  Peasan ts*  League, 
s p l i n t e r s  and n o n v c te r s .  This  e l i c i t s  a graph o f  th e  
NSDAP v o te s  n e a t l y  m ir ro red  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  of the  t h i r d  
b l o c ,  from 1928 th rough  1933. In d ee d ,  an NSDAE r i s e  i s  
matched p e r f e c t l y  by a DNVP f a l l ,  and v ice  v e r s a .  Hunt, 
Servian, S o c i a l  Democracy 1918_- 1933. p .  117-119.
H e in r ich  S t r i e f l e r  makes th e  same p o i n t  in  Deutsche 
Sahlen i n B i l d e r n  und Zahlen (D usse ldorf :  i end e ,  1946),
p.  27. He g r a p h i c a l l y  dem ons t ra te s  how t h e  NSDAP r i s e s  
and f a l l  between 1928 and 1933 were matched in  r e v e r s e  
a lmost  to  t h e  p e rc e n t a g e  p o in t  by t h e  combined v o te s  of  
th e  same p a r t i e s ,  s p l i n t e r s  and n o n v o te r s  as  in  H un t ' s  
t h i r d  b l o c .  The l e f t  cu rve  of the  SPD, in d e p e n d e n t  SPD 
and KPD, behaved seemingly  independ en t ly .
P inscn n o t e s  t h a t  from 1928 to  J u l y  1932 the  NSDAP 
ga ined  3 4 . 8X while  t h e  (non-Catho l ic )  b o u rg e o is  p a r t i e s  
were dec imated  t o  t h e  amount o f  31.2%. Koppel S. 
P inson ,  Modern Germany (New Vork: Macmillan, 1954), pp.
574-75.
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While t h e r e  were workers i n  t h e  Nazi movement, Hunt 
a s s e r t s  t h a t  no mass  m ig ra t io n  o c c u r re d ;  thousands  of 
workers  m igh t  have t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  
NSDAP, b u t  not  m i l l i o n s .  The Nazis i n s t e a d  g o t  t h e i r  
m i l l i o n s  frcm a n o th e r  s o u r c e :  P r o t e s t a n t  lower middle c l a s s
people  who had p r e v i o u s ly  voted f o r  t h e  bou rgeo is  p a r t i e s  or  
had n o t  voted a t  a l l . 291 In  t h e  1930 e l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  
c o n v e n t io n a l  h y p o th e s i s  i s  w el l  borne out  by t h e  vo te  s h i f t  
coef  f i c i e n t s .
Does th e  high c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  NSDAP v o te  change 
( in c re a se )  and SPD vote  change (decrease)  nega te  t h i s  
r e a so n in g  f o r  th e  J u l y  1932 vote?  B a r r ing  a more complex 
m u l t i p a r ty  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  w i l l  not  be a t tem pted  
h e r e ,  t h e  NSDAP cou ld  n o t  have absorbed more than  a n e t  of 
t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  v o t e r s  from t h e  SPD, and i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  
as ev idenced  by th e  s t r o n g  c o e f f i c i e n t  v i t h  th e  change in  
the  KPD vote  ( r i s e ) ,  th e  l a t t e r  p a r ty  a c q u i red  a p o r t i o n  of 
th e  SPD l o s s e s .  Three p e r c e n t  i s  a sm al l  p o r t i o n  c f  a vo te  
i n c r e a s e  o f  twenty p e rc e n t  (and p lay s  an even s m a l l e r  p a r t  
in  th e  t h i r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  s i n c e  1928).
The C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  P e o p l e ' s  S e rv ice  was t h e  second most 
s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t o r  c f  i t s  e x - s u p p o r t e r s  to  t h e  NSDAP. 
The weak c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h i s  p a r ty  p ro v id e  on ly  weak 
s u p p o r t  f o r  Her tzm an 's  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  of i t 292 as  urban ( 
• 06) and middle c l a s s  (--00) . However, i t  had a high
29» Hunt, Gernan_Socia l  Democracy 1918-1933. p .  118.
292 le w is  Hertzman, DNVP, p .  21.
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vork ing  c l a s s  v a lu e  ( . 2 6 ) .  This P r o t e s t a n t  movement had 
had a c l o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  v i t h  the  DNVE in  t h e  1920s.253 In  
the  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  the  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  P e o p l e ' s  
S e rv ic e  had pursued  a narked a n t i - s e n i t i c  and a n t i - l i b e r a l  
cam paign .2 *4 as a r e s u l t  t h e  p a r t y  was co n s id e re d  a 
v a lu a b le  a l l y  by the  DNVP v i t h  vhon they  were vcrk ing  in  
c o a l i t i o n . 295
The DSP, vhose vo te  change produced th e  t h i r d  s t r o n g e s t  
vo te  s h i f t  c o e f f i c i e n t ,  had i n  1930 (befo re  y i e l d i n g  v o t e r s  
t o  t h e  NSDAP) a middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  of . 2 2 ;  an urban 
va lue  o f  ,.23; and a P r c t e s t a n t  va lue  of  .2 3 .
Pour of the  b o u rg eo is  p a r t i e s  t h a t  y ie ld e d  s u p p o r t e r s  to
the  NSDAP ----- the  C h r i s t i a n  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  DSP, the  Middle
C lass  P a r ty  and t h e  DVE ----  were in  S e p te sb e r  1932 t o
consid er  forming a "blcc of the Biddle- " 2*6
253 I b i d - .  F- 53.
254 Marl Buchheia ,  Geschichte  der  c h r i s t l i c h e r  P a r t e i e n  in  
Deutschland (Munich, 1953),  pp .  254-6, and S a l t e r  H. 
Kaufnann, Honarchisn i n  t h e  Weimar R epub l ic  (Hev Tork,  
1953), p. 20.  f r o n  H er tznan ,  DNVP.  p. 21.
255 I b i d .
296 E r ich  M a t th ia s  and Budolf  Horsey, "Die Deutsche 
S t a a t s p a r t e i , "  M at th ias  and Horsey, e d s . , Das Bnde der  
P a r t e i e n  1933 (D usse ldorf :  Droste  Ver lag ,  1S6Q) , p.  62. 
Cther p a r t i e s  vhich were t o  jo in  t h i s  b loc  vere the  KVP, 
the  Bavar ian  P e a s a n t s '  l e a g u e ,  the  Countrynen Earty  and 
th e  P e o p l e ' s  B ig h ts  P a r t y .  The merger,  hcvever ,  d id  
not  m a t e r i a l i s e .
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<4.9 T u r n o u t  a n d  t h e  new t o  t e r
The Ju ly  1932 e l e c t i o n  brought  a n o th e r  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  
t u r n o u t .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  r o s e  by 2.82%. But u n l ik e  1930, 
t h e r e  was t h i s  t i n e  a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  
change ( i n c r e a s e )  in  th e  NSDAP vo te  and th e  change 
( in c rease )  in  t u r n o u t ,  o f  . 2 2 .  A s c a t t e r g r a m  of t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  r e v e a le d  a s lope  of . 5 7 ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
NSDAE absorbed  over  h a l f  o f  t h e  new v o te s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  
the  r i s e  i n  v o t in g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .
This  v e r i f i e s  K e le ’ s a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  " ( t ) h e  Nazis a l s c  won 
su p p o r t  f r c n  the  1 ,900,000 *new voters*  in  the  1932 
e l e c t i o n . " 257 He draws h i s  c o n c lu s io n  f ro n  t h e  s tu d y  of t h e  
a g g re g a te  d a t a .  Having employed t h e  same method, C h i ld s  
c o n c u r s . 258 N i l a t z  t h i n k s  t h a t  the  g r e a t e s t  p c r t i c n  o f  t h e  
newly ga ined  v o t e s  came d o u b t le s s  from t h e  r a c k s  of young 
v o t e r s  who were h i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  bard  by the economic 
emergency,  and to  a much l e s s e r  e x t e n t  from t h e  SPD.259
In th e  p r e s e n t  m odif ied  r e p l i c a t i o n  o f  Loomis* and 
E e e g le ’s  s t u d y 268 G re a te r  Hannover came c l o s e s t  to  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  v a lu e  o f  . 2 2  between the  change in  th e  NSDAP vo te  
( inc re ase )  and change in  t u r n o u t  ( in c re ase )  : here  i t  was
257 Kele, J a z i s  and Workers, p .  207.
259 f l i l a t z ,  "Das Ende der  P a r t e i e n  im S p ie g e l  de r  Wahlen 
1930 b i s  1933,"  M a t th ias  and Horsey,  e d s - , Das Ende d e r
P a r t e i e n  ,1933. p.  780.
260 Loomis and Beegle ,  "The Spread o f  German Nazism in Bura l  
A re a s . "
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. 2 1 .  The tn r n o u t  i n c r e a s e  of 4.41% was f a i r l y  c l o s e  to  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  a v e ra g e .
The i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o u t  i n  u rban  Hannover showed a 
s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  p r o p e n s i ty  to  a id  th e  NSDAP r i s e  than d id  
the  t u r n o u t  i n c r e a s e  in r u r a l  Hannover; i n  the  f c r n e r  t h e  
tu r n o u t  was a l s o  h i g h e r .  Hhile  the  c i t y  and t h e  su r ro u n d in g
c o u n t r y s id e  o f  Hannover were " e g u a l ly  C a th o l i c "  ----- 11.81%
and 11.33% r e s p e c t i v e l y  ----- C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  NSDAP
was weaker i n  t h e  c i t y ;  t h e  change i n  t h e  NSDAP vo te  
( inc rease )  produced a - . 4 7  c o e f f i c i e n t  with the  C a th o l i c s  
in  urban Hannover, and - . 7 1  i n  the  Hannover c o u n t r y s id e .
To some e x t e n t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  Can be e x p le in e d  by t h e  
l a r g e r  i n d u s t r i a l  worker base in  t h e  c i t y ,  a t  36.7% compared 
with 27.98% i n  r u r a l  Hannover, but  t h e r e  was a r  even l a r g e r  
d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  farmer base;  6.76% in  t h e  c i t y  and 45.99% 
in r u r a l  Hannover. Hhile  bo th  workers and fa rm ers  had 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a l l e g i a n c e s  t h a t  were u n f r i e n d l y  towards  t h e  
NSDAP movement, i n  Hannover t h e  l a t t e r  appeared more 
r e s i s t a n t  th an  th e  f c r n e r .
I t  i s  c r u c i a l  t o  note  t h a t  i t  was th e  C a th o l i c  f a rm e rs
who r e j e c t e d  the  NSDAP ----- and who had a s t r o r g  a l l e g i a n c e
to C a t h o l i c  p a r t i e s  such as  t h e  Zentrum and th e  EVP) ----
while  i n  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s ,  such as  S c h le s w ig - H o ls t e in ,  t h e  
fa rm e rs  were found t o  be major s u p p o r t e r s  o f  the  movement, 
as t h e  d a ta  on v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i n  1930 i n d i c a t e d .
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In  g e n e r a l ,  in  most a r e a s ,  whether they  were urban or  
r u r a l ,  a s t r o n g  r i s e  in t u r n o u t  was accompanied by a s t ro n g  
r i s e  i n  t h e  NSDAP v o te .  S c h le s w ig -H o ls t e in  as a whole 
p ro v id es  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  v i t h  i t s  7.3% tu r n o u t  i n c r e a s e  and 
22.6% r i s e  i n  the  KSDAP v o te  cca p a re d  w ith  the  1930
e l e c t i o n .
The u r b a n - r u r a l  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  t h i s  r e g io n  i s
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i l l u n i n a t i n g .  S c h le sw ig -H o ls te in  was th e
preeminent  r e g io n  i n  th e  r i s e  of  t h e  NSDAP movement during  
the  f i r s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  th e  1930s. In the r u r a l  p a r t  of
t h i s  r e g io n  th e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t u r n o u t  was 9.6% and th e
i n c r e a s e  i n  NSDAP su p p o r t  was 20.73%. In  t h e  urban p a r t s  
th e s e  f i g u r e s  were 1.2% and 19.8% r e s p e c t i v e l y .
The f a c t  t h a t  C a th o l i c s  were a very  t i n y  m in o r i ty ,
amounting only to  2.27% of th e  S c h le sw ig -H o ls te in
p o p u la t io n ,  d id  ne t  m a t e r i a l l y  weaken t i e  C a th o l ic
r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Nazi movement: t h e  NSDAP vo te  change
v i th  the  C a t h o l i c s  produced a s u b s t a n t i a l  v a lu e  of - . 6 6 .
This may be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
C a th o l i c  i n t e g r a t i o n  even a s  t h e s e  C a th o l i c s  were an
extrem ely  sm a l l  m in o r i ty .
I n  r u r a l  B a v a r i a ,  which was 80.6% C a t h o l i c ,  t h e  C a th o l i c  
r e s i s t a n c e  was obv ious ly  s t r o n g e r  than  in  u rban  B avar ia ,  
52.3% C a t h o l i c :  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were - . 6 1  and - . 5 6
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Yet,  t h e  NSDAP reaped  a l a r g e r  e l e c t o r a l  
h a rv e s t  in  r u r a l  B a v a r ia ,  where a 14.91% NSDAP vote  r i s e
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(foe a t o t a l  vo te  of 26.26%) accompanied a c o r r e l a t i o n  
between NSDAP i n c r e a s e  and t u r n o u t  r i s e  o f  - 4 4 .  In urban 
E a v a r ia ,  a 13.67% v o te  i n c r e a s e  f o r  the NSDAP ( fo r  a t o t a l  
vo te  of  38.23%) accompanied a c o r r e l a t i o n  of  . 1 5 .
The NSDAP made i t s  g r e a t e s t  advance in  r u r a l  Bavaria  
while  t h e i r  t o t a l  base  was s t i l l  l a r g e r  i c  t h e  c i t y .  
D esp i te  t h e  h ig h e r  p e rc en ta g e  o f  C a th o l i c s  in  r u r a l  B avar ia ,  
the  NSDAP s t i l l  managed to  p ick  up more new s u p p o r t e r s  t h e r e  
than  in  t h e  c i t y .  Many o f  th e s e  new s u p p o r t e r s  had not  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  1930 e l e c t i o n ;  from a s c a t t e r g r a m  of  t h e  
NSDAP change ( r i s e )  v i t h  t u r n o u t  change ( r i s e )  f o r  r u r a l  
B a v ar ia ,  t h e  s lo p e  of  .97  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  th e  KSDAE a l l  bu t  
monopolised th e  i n c r e a s e  in v o te s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  i n c r e a s e d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 261 For urban B avar ia  t h i s  f i g u r e  (slope) was 
.41 .
The KPD was th e  o th e r  big b e n e f i c i a r y  in  B avar ia  and can 
be t aken  t o  have acg u i red  the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e s i d u a l  
vote i n c r e a s e .  In  Bavar ia  the  KPD improved i t s  s h a r e  c f  t h e  
vo tes  by 2%.262
While t h e r e  i s  an im p re ss iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  the  G re a te r  
Buhr a re a  between NSDAP i n c r e a s e  and tu rn o u t  i n c r e a s e  of  
. 3 8 ,  t h e r e  was an a s t o n i s h i n g l y  wide c leavage  between t h e  
urban and a d j a c e n t  r u r a l  a r e a s .  The urban r e s i d e n t s  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a low v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i n c r e a s e  - — 2.43% -----
261 The s c a t t e r g r a m  forms Appendix C.
262 M i la tz ,  "Das Ende d e r  P a r t e i e n  im S p ie g e l  der  Wahlen 
1930 b i s  1933," p. 778.
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and t h e r e  was a n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n  with t h e  i n c r e a s e  in
the  HSDAP v o t e ,  o f  ' - . 5 2 .  The p a r t y ’ s vote r c s e  by "only"
12. 6 8 *.
I n  t h e  r u r a l  Buhr d i s t r i c t ,  however,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  5 .84* was more th a n  double th e  urban r a t e ,
th e  BSDAP v o t e  ga in  was 19.6%, and th e  c o e f f i c i e n t  between 
the  l a s t  two v a r i a b l e s  a l l  of . 9 2 .  The urban Eubr d i s t r i c t  
c o n ta in e d  the  two main e lem ents  r e c a l c i t r a n t  t c  r i g h t  wing
c a d i c a l i s m :  C a th o l ic i sm  ----- the  a r e a  was 47 .6*  C a th o l i c
compared w i th  29.15* of  th e  r u r a l  Buhr d i s t r i c t  ----- and th e
p o l i t i c a l  c u r r e n t s  o f  the  working c l a s s . 2*3
363 The urban  Buhr d i s t r i c t  was 59.23* working c l a s s  while 
th e  " r u r a l ” Buhr d i s t r i c t  was 37.34* working c l a s s .
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Chapter V
SOPPOET. JOII 1932 -  1933
The J u l y  1932 e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  Baking th e  NSDAE t h e  
s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  p a r ty  in  Neimar Germany. I t s  t h i r t y - n i n e  
p e rc e n t  s h a r e  o f  the  t o t a l  vo te  even exceeded t h a t  c f  t h e  
SPD i n  1919 which had been th e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
SPD g a rn e re d  in t h e  Heimar e r a .
The G re a t  Depress ion  vas  t o  r each  i t s  s e v e r e s t  p o i n t  i n  
Germany a month a f t e r  the  Ju ly  e l e c t i o n .  In t h e  l a t e  summer 
a t r a n s i t i o n  from c o n t in u o u s  c y c l i c a l  d e c l in e  to  r e v i v a l  
o c c u r r e d ,  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  Apr i l  1928. I n d u s t r i a l  
p ro d u c t io n  r o s e ,  employment p icked  up and s e c u r i t y  p r i c e s  
became r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e . 264 I n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t io n  had 
r i s e n  ap p ro x im a te ly  fo u r  p e r c e n t  by March 1933.265 In t h e
264 Schmidt ,  German B usiness  C y c le s .  1924-1933. p .  130; The 
Mew York Times had r e p o r t e d  t h a t  the  German economy was 
im prov ing :  29 November 1932, p .  18:2;  19 December 1932,
p.  2 3 :7 ;  3 January  1933, p.  42 :6 .
The f a c t  t h a t  the  Mew York Times had c a r r i e d  r e p o r t s  
of  an economic r e c o v e ry  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  some p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  German p o p u la t i o n  was a l s o  a t  t h a t  t im e  aware t h a t  
th e  Depress ion  might have r e a c h e d  i t s  lowest  p o i n t .
26» Schmidt ,  German E a s in e s s  Cyc l e s ,  1924-1933, p .  €6.
266 C h i l d s ,  Germany s i nce 1918. p. 59. On the  day H i t l e r  
was made C h a n c e l lo r ,  t h e  Bew l o r k  Times r e p o r t e d  t h a t
-  218 -
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sane  i n t e r v a l  unemployment a c t u a l l y  co n t inued  to r i s e  i n t o  
e a r l y  1933266 and wages f e l l  f u r t h e r - 267
However, t h e  t i e i s a r  sys tem ic  c r i s i s  d id  not  a b a t e .  
P a r l i a m e n ta ry  p o l i t i c s  remained as  c h a o t i c  as b e fo r e .  
S ix ty -o n e  p a r t i e s  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  J u l y  e l e c t i o n ,  
tw e n ty - fo u r  more than  in  1930,266 and the  ou tcone  had 
f u r t h e r  d im in ish ed  th e  p ro sp e c t s  of a workable government.
In  H i l a t z ' s  a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  outcome h a s ten e d  th e  
end of p a r l i a m e n ta r y  democracy s i n c e  the  two t o t a l i t a r i a n  
p a r t i e s ,  the  NSDAP and th e  RED, which s t r o v e  f o r  the  
d i s s o l u t i o n  of  the  Weimar sys tem ,  had enough s e a t s  between 
them selves  to  c o n s t i t u t e  a n e g a t iv e  b lo ck ing  m a j o r i t y - 269 
The von Papen government,  based on th e  DNVP and DVP, was 
now d e f e a t e d .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  fo l lowed between von Papen, 
H i t l e r ,  P r e s i d e n t  Hindenturg  and Zentrum p o l i t i c i a n s -  The 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  proved to  be f u t i l e  as  H i t l e r  r e fu s e d  t o  be 
second t o  von Papen, who commanded no r e s p e c t  from th e  r e s t  
of t h e  B e ic h s t a g .  In  September a c en su re  motion in t ro d u c e d  
by th e  KPD was passed  with a l l  groups bu t  the  DNVP v o t in g  in  
f a v o u r . 276 Von Papen d i s s o lv e d  th e  B e ichs tag  and c o n t in u ed  
to  govern f a r  a few months months a s  C h a n c e l lo r  by emergency
German unemployment was no lo ng er  r i s i n g .  30 January  
1933, p. 21 :2 .
267 Schmidt, German B us iness  C yc le s .  1924-1933, p .  69.
266 M i la tz ,  "Das Ende de r  P a r t e i e n  im S p ie g e l  d e r  Wahlen 
1930 b i s  1933," p.  780.
269 I f e i d .
270 Hew York I j . a e s .  13 September 1932, p .  1:3-
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d e c r e e s .
Once a g a i n ,  th e  Noventer e l e c t i o n  so lved  n o th in g .  The 
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  s e tb a c k  fo l lowed c o n s i d e r a b l e  s p e c u l a t i o n  
about  t h e  movement's f u t u r e ;  the  most im p o r ta n t  g u e s t io n
b e fo re  the  p o l l ,  t h e  f i f t h  n a t i o n a l  one o f  t h e  year  ----  one
p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  and t h r e e  r e f e r e n d a  ----  and the t e n t h
o v e r a l l  when l a n d ta g  e l e c t i o n s  were c o u n te d ,  had been 
whether t h e  NSDAP would c o n t in u e  t o  expand phenomenally o r  
whether  they  had reached t h e i r  l i m i t s . 271
By 30 J a n u a ry  1933 von Papen had persuaded Eindenburg to  
i n v i t e  H i t l e r  to  form a government o f  "N a t iona l  
C o n c e n t r a t i o n . " 2 72 H i th in  a f o r t n i g h t  Hugenterg o f  t h e  
DNVP, th e  (S in is te r  of A g r ic u l tu r e  i n  H i t l e r ' s  c o a l i t i o n  
government, promised a r a l l y  of N a t i o n a l i s t  and Stahlhelm 
s u p p o r t e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  would be "only one more e l e c t i o n . " 273
Hhen th e  German Workers P a r ty  (DAP) became the  NSDAP i n  
1920, th e  co n ce rn s  and demands r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  middle c l a s s ,  
th e  p e t t y  bo u rg eo is  and the  sm a l l  f a rm e rs  had been in  t h e  
fo reg ro u nd ,  mixed with  n a t io n a l i s m  and a n t i s e m i t i s m . 274 In 
s p i t e  o f  the  chosen name of t h e  p a r t y ,  n e t  a s i n g l e
271 H i l a t z ,  "Das Ende de r  P a r t e i e n  im S p i e g e l  der  Hahlen
1930 b i s  1933,"  p.  781.
272 New York l i m e s . 31 January  1933, p .  1 :1 .
273 New York l i m e s . 12 February  1933, p.  2 2 :1 .
274 Schumann, Nati o n a l s o z i a l i s m u s  und Gewerkschaftsbewegunu. 
p. 31.
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p a rag raph  i n  th e  p a r ty  programme had add re ssed  th e  workers.  
Schumann t h i n k s  t h a t  the  NSDAP became a bona f i d e  middle 
c l a s s  p a r t y  a f t e r  th e  e l e c t i o n  i n  1930, but  th e  economic 
c r i s i s  had prompted an i n t e n s i f i e d  NSDAP a p p e a l  to  th e  
w o r k e r s .275 As a p a r t  o f  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  the  Nat iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  t r a d e  un io n ,  th e  NSBO, was formed i n  1928. I t  had 
a slow b e g i n n i n g . 27* The NSDAP a t  f i r s t  d id  not forward 
money t o  t h e  NSBO. The NSBO*s i n i t i a l  r e c r u i t s  were not  
g en u in e ly  new r e c r u i t s  t u t  mcstly  a l r e a d y  NSDAP members 
being o b l ig e d  t o  j o in  i t s  union a u x i l i a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n . 277
The i n i t i a l  h a te  propaganda a g a i n s t  Marxism, c l e r i c a l i s m  
and th e  "b o s s  economy" r e p e l l e d  many w o rk e rs278 and may 
accoun t  f o r  t h e  l i m i t e d  e a r l y  s u c c e s s  of the  p a r ty  with t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  workers i n  g e n e r a l ,  i f  n o t  the  unemployed. Hith 
the  i n t e n s i f i e d  appea l  t o  t h e  working c l a s s  t h e  NSDAP used a 
l e f t i s t  v ocabu la ry  w i thou t  d ram at ic  s u b s t a n t i v e
275 J f c i i - r  P- 37 .
277 Schumann, N a t io n a lS Q z ia l i sn u S -u n d  Gewerkschafts teM equnq, 
F. 37.
278 I b i d . .  p .  38. H i t l e r  a t t a c k e d  Bolshevism i n  campaign 
s p e e c h e s .  New York Times. 2 February  1933, p .  12:1.
278 A l e t t e r  from N a t io na l  S o c i a l i s t  Mart in  Mutschmann, 
l a t e r  t o  become d i s t r i c t  l e a d e r  f G a u l e i t e r l and 
B e i c h s s t a t t b a i t e r  in Saxony, t o  a f a c t o r y  owner named 
F r i t s c h e ,  r e v e a l s  both  NSDAP cyn ic ism  and r e l a t i o n s  to 
b ig  b u s i n e s s :
Do n o t  ever  l e t  y o u r s e l f  be confused  by our 
s l o g a n ,  * Down v i t h  C ap i ta l i sm *  on our p o s t e r s .
T h is  s l o g a n  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  You must kcow t h a t  
i t  would no t  be p o s s i b l e  to  reach our goal  
w i th  merely  the  s l o g a n ,  ’ n a t i o n a l  German o r
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n o d i f i c a t i c n s  o f  t h e i r  programme.278
ihen  t h e  NSBO was c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1928, i t  had 
only about  f i f t y  c e l l s  i n  B e r l i n . 280 By September 1931 i t  
had twenty- two th o usan d .  In November o f  t h a t  year  
r e c r u i tm e n t  a c c e l l e r a t e d , a s  Tab le  49 documents .





1933 January  400,000 approx.
Note: Data compiled by the  NSBO and Deutsche Arbe i ts -
f r o n t  and p u b l i s h e d  in  A r b e i t s r e c h t  und Vclkstum. 
1933, c o l . 339; in  Schumann,
P- 167.
n a t i o n a l . '  Be must speak  t h e  language of the  
e m b i t t e r e d  s o c i a l i s t  w orke r ,  o r  e l s e  tfcey w i l l  
n e v e r  f e e l  a t  home with us .  On d ip lo m a t i c  
g rounds  we cannot  come o u t  with our r e a l  
programme w i thou t  making i t  im p o ss ib le  from 
t h e  beg inn ing  t o  c a r r y  i t  o u t .
By e a r l y  1933 t h e  SA i n t i m i d a t i o n  had a p p a r e n t ly  
o b v ia t e d  t h e  need f o r  such  c i r c u m s p e c t io n  as  H i t l e r  
opened th e  e l e c t i o n  campaign with  a f i e r y  speech  a g a i n s t  
"Harxism" and " th e  B o l s h e v i s t  d a n g e r , "  on th e  10
February  1933. Schumann, H a t iona lsoz  i a l i s m u s   und
Gewerkscha f t sb ew e q ung . p. 38.
288 Kele, Na z i s  and Workers, p. 149.
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N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  as i s  e v id e n t  from the  da ta  of  Table  49, 
the Nazi un ion  o rg a n i s in g  d r i v e  was no t  very s c c c e s s f u l . 281 
By com par ison ,  t h e  f r e e  Trade Unions had 4 ,870,000 members
in  1S31, a l th o u g h  t h i s  was a drop from the  8 ,303 ,000  of
1921. The C h r i s t i a n  un ions  had a n o th e r  577 ,00C in  1931 and 
1932.282 Had t h e  i n t e n s i f i e d  NSDAP a t t e n t i o n  t c  the  workers
in 1932 and 1933 ----  in d e e d ,  H an i l ton  even speaks o f  a
re su rg en ce  of  th e  NSDAP l e f t 283 ----------  r e s u l t e d  in  a
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  workers* su p p o r t  f o r  the  move r en t?  Table 
50 p r e s e n t s  th e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  fo r  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between 
th e  NSDAP v o te s  and the  w orkers .
The d a t a  of Table 50 i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  micht  have been 
a m arg ina l  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f  t h e  NSDAP*s suppor t  among th e  
workers i n  November 1932. J u s t  be fo re  the November 
e l e c t i o n  t h e  NSDAP su p p o r te d  a KPD-led u n o f f i c i a l  s t r i k e  o f  
E e r l i n  t r a n s p o r t  w o r k e r s . 284 This  dismayed t h e  a n t i -w o rk in g  
c l a s s  NSDAP s u p p o r t e r s  and may account  f o r  the  "improved"
281 That  t h e  NSEO had been u n su c c e s s fu l  was a l s o  th e
assessm en t  o f  Noakes and P r id h a n ,  i n  Nazism 1919 -  1945.
E o c u L n t a f v aBeader^ fiJ327~3 J j  Sf lf iMtI-393 3 . - r .  ~
282 Schumann, N a t io n a l s o z i a l i s m a s  und Gewerkschaftsfcewegung. 
T ab les  l a ,  1fc, pp. 163-4.
283 Hamil ton, Bho Voted f o r  th e  Nazis? ,  p. 429.
284 C h i ld s ,  Germany.since 19^8. p. 50; Heinr ich  Eennecke, 
B i r t s c h a f  jJ. ichg-i}fiEressiQB_.gnd_£.Qlitischer_ Eadikal ism us;  
p ie  L e b r e v o n  Weimar (Munich: Gunter Olzog V er lag ,  
1968), p.  184; Hamil ton ,  Bho Voted f o r  H i t l e r ? , p .  389.
Hamilton a rg u e s  t h a t  in  l a t e  1932 the re  was a 
r e su rg en c e  o f  th e  Nazi l e f t ;  ib i f l . . p. 429. The s t r i k e  
had been a u th o r i s e d  by Goebbels.
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Tab le  50: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vo te  aEd working
c l a s s #  November 1932-1933
Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s #  p e rc en ta g e  changes 
of  v o te s  1932/32 th rough  1932/33 and 
p e rc e n ta g e  v o te s  November 1932 and March 
1933 o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s #  with p e rc e n ta g e
working c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
Xchange 1932/32 .07 .31 - . 2 6  .04
November 1932 - . 1 3  .6 6  . 4 3  - . 2 6
Xchange 1932/33 - . 4 6  - . 2 5  .3 6  .39
March 1933 - . 3 6  .69  . 5 3  - . 2 2
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  938 < N < S41.
working c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  of  t h e  p a r ty  ----  from - . 1 6  i n  Ju ly
1932 ----- and th e  m a rg in a l ly  "worsened" middle c l a s s  value#
in  T ab le  52.
The two NSDAP c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  March 1932# however# 
i n d i c a t e  something  o f  a r e v e r s a l  f o r  th e  NSDAE i n  r e l a t i o n  
to  t h e  workers .  By th e  March 1933 e l e c t i o n  t h e  NSDAP was a 
p a r t y  of government# a l b e i t  o f  only a month 's  s e n i o r i t y #  
with an unemployment r a t e  t h a t  was s t i l l  c l i v b i n g ;  t h i s  
combina t ion  of f a c t o r s  was probably  a d v e rse  to  t h e  
Bovement's  appeal  to  the  workers .
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The Nazis were a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a 
growing r e p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  workers '  p a r t i e s ,  which had t h e  
c o n t r a d i c t o r ;  e f f e c t  o f  worsening the  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  
p a r t i e s  of t h e  l e f t  t o  g a rn e r  [workers ' )  v o t e s ,  and h u r t in g  
the  NSDAP's s t a n d in g  with the  working c l a s s .  The breakdown 
of t a b l e  51 p a i n t s  t h i s  p i c t u r e s  the  w orkers '  p a r t i e s  l o s t  
v o te s  and th e  NSBAP "only*1 made h a l f  t h e  advance in  th e  most 
h e av i ly  working c l a s s  a re a s  compared with t h e  l e a s t  working 
c l a s s  p a r t s  of  th e  c o u n t ry .
N o n e th e le s s ,  the  NSDAP's a b s o l u t e  gain  o f  e i g h t  p e rc e n t  
in  t h e  former a re a s  i s  im p re s s iv e .  I t  may t h e r e f o r e  be 
noted t h a t :  [1) t h e  NSDAP had not been s u c c e s s f u l  i n
r e c r u i t i n g  workers  to  t h e i r  own union o r g a n i s a t i o n  because  
of  th e  r e s i s t a n c e  of  workers in  the  e s t a b l i s h e d  union 
s t r u c t u r e  towards th e  Nazis;  {2) th e  NSDAP did  q u i t e  well  
with t h e  working c l a s s  g e n e r a l l y ,  as i n d i c a t e d  by th e  
p a r t y ' s  c a p tu r e  o f  f o r t y  p e rc e n t  of  the  vo te  in  th e s e  a r e a s  
in  which between s i x t y  and e i g h t ;  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  
were i n d u s t r i a l  workers .
Unlike th e  SPD, t h e  KPD managed to  m a rg in a l ly  s t r e n g th e n  
i t s  working c l a s s  s u p p o r t  a s  well  as i t s  o v e r a l l  sh a re  of  
the  vote i n  November. By March 1933, under th e  i n t e n s i f y i n g  
r e p r e s s io n  of  the  l e f t ,  t h e  KPD s u f f e r e d  the  h e a v i e r  l o s s e s  
in  t h e  working c l a s s  a r e a s  o f  the  two l e f t  wing p a r t i e s ,  
p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  as  w e l l  as  t o t a l l y .  The KPD had to  tak e  t h e
285 H i t l e r ' s  government banned KPD outdoor r a l l i e s  and 
o rdered  s e a rc h  o f  homes w i thou t  w a r r a n t .  New York 
Times. 3 February  1933, p. 1 3 :1 ,2 ,4 .
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T ab le  5 1 ; P a r t y  vote vs .  working c la s s #  p e rc en ta g es  
November 1932-1933
Breakdown# p e rcen ta g e  changes cf vo tes  
193 2/32 through 1932/33 and p e rc e n ta g e  
v o t e s  November 1932 th rough  1933 c f  
p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s #  v i t h  p e rc en ta g e  
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b r a n t  of the  NSDAP a t t a c k  on th e  l e f t . 2*5 T h is  was mostly 
due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  KPD c o n ta in e d  th e  most r a d i c a l i s e d  
workers who had most c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e i r  o p p o s i t io n  t o  
fa sc i sm .  ih e  KEG had advanced in  November 1932 and# with 
t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  r i v a l l e d  th e  a b s o l u t e  suppor t  c f  t h e  SPD in  
the  a r e a s  with  t h e  h e a v i e s t  p o p u l a t i o n s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  
workers .
On one day in  February  1933 th e  New York Times
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Nazis had k i l l e d  a Communist and h u r t  
e leven  S o c i a l i s t s .  Such a t t a c k s  o c cu r red  f r e g u e n t l y .  
Mew York Times. 3 February  1933, p. 13:1#2#4.
Meetings o f  a l l  non-Nazi  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
f o r b i d d e n .  New Yor k Times. 26 February  1933# p .  17:1.
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I n  t h e  campaign f o r  " th e  e l e c t i o n  to  end a l l  e l e c t i o n s "  
the NSDAP made r e l a t i v e l y  few a p p ea ls  t o  the  working c l a s s .  
Their  message was c e r t a i n  t o  d im in ish  th e  NSDAP p ro sp e c t s  of  
a t t r a c t i n g  f u r t h e r  s u p p o r t e r s  among the  workers ;  H i t l e r ' s  
f i r s t  campaign speech  on 10 February  c o n ta in e d  a t t a c k s  on 
"November c r i m i n a l s "  and "Marxism." I t  a l s o  promised t h e  
re scu e  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y ,  th e  wcrking community ( i . e . ,  t h e  
A r b e i t e r s c h a f t  o f  " b r a i r  and brawn") and the  middle 
c l a s s e s . 286
B igh t  wing a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m  was now in  power, u n lea sh ing  
t e r r o r  on " e x t r e m i s t s . "  Hith the  s y s t e m a t i c  deployment of 
the  p o l i c e  and army a g a i n s t  the  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  l e f t 287 and 
the a r r e s t  of f o u r  thousand KPD o f f i c i a l s 288 as  well  as t h e  
s e i z u r e  of numerous SPD l e a d e r s ,  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  performance 
of th e  l e f t  in  March 1933 should  be viewed as im pre ss iv e .  
In t h e  p rec ed in g  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  November 1932, t h e  combined 
l e f t  voce went up about  one p e rcen t  (as i t  a l s o  had in  a r e a s  
t h a t  were more than  t h i r t y  p e rc e n t  working c l a s s ) .
286 There was a l s o  the  ext reme German n a t i o n a l  isrr e x p r e s s e d  
in  pseudo r e l i g i o u s  p h r a s e s ,  as in  the  fo l lowing  e x ce rp t  
from cne o f  H i t l e r ' s  speeches  in  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  
campaign: "A German Beich w i l l  again  r i s e ,  c f  g r e a tn e s s
and honour and power, o f  g lo r y  and r i g h t e o u s n e s s .  
Amen." Bracher  e t  a l . , Die n a t i o n a l s c z i a l i s t i s c h e  
B a c h te rq r e i f u n q .  p i  67.
287 Nine Communists had been s l a i n  and e leven  i n j u r e d  by th e  
p o l i c e  a t  a meeting in  Dresden.  Mew l o rk Times. 26 
Jan uary  1933, p. 1 :5 ,  and Schumann, N a t io n a l s o z i a l i s m u s  
und Gewerkschaftsbeweouno. p. 50.
ass i b i d . .  p.  51.
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In  a l l  t h e  Heimar y e a r s ,  t h e  KPE vo te  had i t s  s t r o n g e s t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  v i t h  th e  workers  i n  1933, fo l lowed by November 
1932. In s p i t e  of  th e  r e p r e s s i o n  of  1933 and the  r e s u l t i n g  
drop i n  t h e  v o t e s  of both  l e f t i s t  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  KPD h e ld  on 
to  i t s  r a d i c a l  working c l a s s  a d h e r e n t s .  So did  t h e  
r e t r e a t i n g  SPD i n  1933, which then  a l s o  o b ta ined  i t s  
s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  v i t b  th e  workers .
These s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n s  ----- between t h e  KPI and th e  SPD
v o te s  on one hand and th e  workers  on th e  o th e r  — - r e p r e s e n t  
the  l a s t  e f f o r t  o f  l e f t i s t  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  ftazism b e fo re  
the  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Th ird  B e ich .  Cne t h i r d  of  the  workers 
were a l r e a d y  Nazis as o f  Noveoher 1932. The two opposed 
developments  o f  th e  growing s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  l e f t  by t h e
working c l a s s  ------ r e p r e s e n t i n g  an e f f o r t  t o  r e s i s t  the  Nazis
  and th e  advance of  t h e  NSDAP a c t u a l l y  went t o g e t h e r .
The l o s s  by the  KPD of a t h i r d  o f  i t s  vo tes  i s  probably  a 
r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  having been th e  nuaber cne t a r g e t  of 
th e  SA d u r in g  t h e s e  n o n th s .  The s t r o n g e r  n e g a t iv e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  NSDAP v o te  and t h e  workers t o g e t h e r  
with t h e  s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i e s  of 
th e  l e f t  w h i le  under a t t a c k  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  c u l s i n a t i o n  of  a 
p o l a r i s a t i o n  between l e f t  and r i g h t ,  fed by t h e  
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of th e  Biddle and o ld  r i g h t ,  which b e n s f i t t e d  
the  NSDAP.289 According to  H e in r ich  Bennecke, the  b a s i s  f o r  
the  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p o l a r i s a t i o n ,  t a n g i b l y
289 Bracher s i  a j . , J2ie____ flai i o s a l s c z i a l i s t i s c h e
H a c h te r g r e i f u n g . p .  67.
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e v id e n t  in  th e  bloody n a tu re  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  
between t h e  l e f t  and the  r i g h t ,  was the  misery brought on by 
the  economic c r i s i s . * 9®
5x2 lh«g-fi4diig_cia§s
The Biddle  c l a s s ,  a long v i t h  th e  workers ,  co n t inued  to  
s u f f e r  from th e  D epress ion .  Unlike the  s t r a g g l i n g  workers ,  
the  middle c l a s s  found t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  j e o p a r d y . 291 
Small businessmen and r e t a i l e r s  to  whom th e  NSDAP bad made a 
d i r e c t  p i t c h ,  f e a re d  s l i p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  working c l a s s  upon 
b a n k r u p t c y . 292 th e  e g a l i t a r i a n  g o a ls  o f  the  l e f t  had t o  be 
seen by middle  c l a s s  e lem ents  as an exp ressed  am bi t ion  of  
the  l e f t  t o  r e t a i n  the  middle c l a s s  i n  t h e i r  lowered s o c i a l  
s t a t u s .  The NSDAP appea led  d i r e c t l y  to  such f e a r s  whi le
290 H e in r ic h  Bennecke, W i r t s c h a f t l i c h e  Depress ion  und
291 Gunter Plum, G e s e l l s c h a f t s s t r u k t u r  und p o l i t i s c h e s
B e w u ss ts e in - in  e i o e r  k a th o l i s c h e n  Beoion 1928 -  1933;
Bntersuchupg an B e i s c i e l  des B eg ie ru n g sb e z i rk s  Aachen
( S t u t t g a r t :  Deutsche V e r l a g s - A n s t a l t ,  1972), p .  35.
292 Gunter  Plum n o te s  t h a t  " th e  economic c r i s i s  had pushed 
not  only c ra f tsm en  and shopkeepers  i n t o  t h e  * independen t  
p r o l e t a r i a t , '  but  a l s o  many sm a l l  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  a s  well
a s  owners of  l a r g e  b u s in e s s e s  ----  no t  t o  speak o f  t h e
c ra f t s m e n  and employees o f  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s . n Plum,
G e s e l l s c h a f t s s t r u k t u r  und c o l i t i s c h e s  B e w u ss t s e in i n
e i n e r  k a th o l i s c h e n  Beoion 1928 -  1933. p. 35.
For the  term " in d ep en den t  p r o l e t a r i a t "  Plum r e f e r s  t o  
F r i t z  E d in g e r ' s  a r t i c l e ,  "Die neue S c h i c h t , "  i n  Deutsche 
B e p u b l ik 4 /2 ,  p. 1547f.  Edinger a p p l i e s  h i s  term to  
t h o s e  " in d epend en t"  e lem en ts  of  t h e  "middle l a y e r "  who, 
because  th e  i n f l a t i o n  had robbed them of  working 
c a p i t a l ,  a p p l i e d  t h e i r  own lab o u r  to  e n t e r p r i s e s  t h a t  
r e l i e d  on borrowed c a p i t a l  (bank lo an s )  and were 
t h e r e f o r e  " p r o l e t a r i a n i s e d . "
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a l s o  a t t a c k i n g  th e  l a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  and r e t a i l  companies 
t h a t  ve re  d r i v i n g  ou t  the  sm a l l  middle c l a s s  b u s i n e s s e s . 293 
The Nazis a l s o  got  middle  c l a s s  suppor t  by a t t a c k i n g  
Communists and th e  "Jew ish  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o n s p i r a c y . n
S ince  1S28, t h e  b u s in e s s  volume of  the  r i d d l e  c l a s s  
b u s i n e s s e s ,  th e  prime p o l i t i c a l  t a r g e t s  o f  the  NSDAP 
a p p e a l s ,  had f a l l e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 2"  B a n k ru p tc ie s  in  t h e  
r e t a i l  t r a d e  had r i s e n  from t h e  index va lue  o f  100 i n  1928 
to  125-8 i n  th e  second h a l f  of 1932-295
The middle c l a s s ,  th e n ,  was s t i l l  s u f f e r i n g .  The New 
York Times had s t a t e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  in  
ftarch 1933, t h a t  th e  sm a l l  merchants and a r t i s a n s  i n  
B avar ia  had looked t o  B i t l e r  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e i r  p r o s p e r i t y . 296 
The c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  of Table  52 i n d i c a t e  whether  or  
not  such groups l e n t  t h e i r  su p p o r t  t o  H i t l e r * s  p a r ty .
From th e  d a ta  of  Table  52 we s e e  t h a t  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
f o r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  NSDAP vote  and th e  middle 
c l a s s  y i e l d e d  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  s t r o n g e r  n e g a t iv e  v a lu e s .  In
293 P o in t  16 of  t h e  NSDAP programme c a l l e d  fo r  th e
"com m unal isa t ion"  o f  t h e  b ig  depar tment  s t o r e s .  
Schumann, N a t io n a l s o z i a l i s m u s  und Gewerkschaftsbeweaunq. 
p. 84.
299 B e t a i l  t r a d e ,  sm a l l  c r a f t  e n t e r p r i s e s  and innkeep ing
each d e c l in e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  combined th ey  f e l l  from BN 
62.7 m i l l i a r d  i n  1928 to  47 m i l l i a r d  in 1931.
- E i e E t e l l a b r s h e f t e _f u r  Koniunkturforscbung  7, 1933, Pac t
B a t iP* a l s o z i a l i s m  3g i t t g ^ apd" Dcmo k r a t i e  u nd
299 J i g g t e l j a h r g h e f t e  f a r_K on i»pk tu r fo rgchypq .  7, 1933, P a r t  
B, p. 258. In  i i i n k l e r ,  H i t t e l s t a n d .  Demokratie  und 
J j j t j g n a l g g z i a l i s a u s ,  p. 295.
2,6 New York Times. 24 A p r i l  1933, p.  4:2-
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T able  52: C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote and Biddle
c l a s s ,  November 1922-1933
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  changes of  v c te s  
1932/32 th rough  1932/33, and p e rc e n t a g e  v o te s  
November 1932 to 1933 o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  
with  p e rc e n ta g e  Biddle  c l a s s .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
Xchange 1932/32 - . 1 5  .04  - . 1 4  .03
November 1932 - . 0 2  .0 7  .  19 - .  14
Schange 1932/33 - . 1 8  .09  - . 0 4  .17
March 1933 - .  10 .  11 .  19 - .  13
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in  the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f r o a
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  938 < N < S41.
_j
f a c t ,  t h i s  " d e c l i n e "  of t h e  NSDAP middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
"began" with th e  p a r t y ' s  Ju ly  1932 v o te .  The NSDAP vote 
change v a lu e  f o r  Noveiber  1932 does s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  p a r ty  
might have l o s t  some r e l a t i v e  su p p o r t  from th e  Biddle  c l a s s .  
However, t h e  NSDAP middle  c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  Noveaber 
1932 vote  was t h e  movement's t h i r d  s t r o n g e s t  among th e  
s u p p o r t  groups i n  t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  
t h a t  th e  weaker middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  a re  a f u n c t i o n  of 
the  broaden ing  o f  t h e  Nazi movement, and n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  l o s s  o f  su p p o r t  f o r  th e  N az is .  This 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  s u s t a i n e d  by t h e  breakdown of  the  vote
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a ccord ing  t o  t h e  d e n s i ty  of the  middle c l a s s  e lement  in  the  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  in  Table 53.
I n  1933 many c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  vere sy m p a the t ic  t c  Nazism. 
Caring the  y e a r s  1930-33 th e  NSDAP had made v ig o rou s  e f f o r t s  
to  c u l t i v a t e  the  suppor t  of t h i s  group and th e s e  e f f o r t s  had 
met with a p o s i t i v e  re spo n se  among i t s  members who had keen 
d em ora l i sed  by th e  s a l a r y  c u t s  under t h e  Bruninc c a b i n e t . 297 
The c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  had more fundamenta l  r e a so n s  f o r  
d i s l i k i n g  t h e  Weimar B epuk l ic .  Before  1918 th ey  had formed 
p a r t  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  f i i lhelmine  Germany in  which, 
while  l o y a l  to  th e  K a i s e r ,  they  saw them se lves  as th e  t r u e  
i n t e r p r e t e r s  of the  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of  th e  s t a t e ,  which in  
tu rn  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  h ig h e s t  e x p re s s io n  of  the  n a t io n .  Kith 
the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  f u l l  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  democracy in  1918-19 
they had f o r f e i t e d  some of  t h e i r  power t c  p a r ty  
p o l i t i c i a n s . 296 Many c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  an 
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  H i t l e r  d i c t a t o r s h i p  would f r e e  t h e  c i v i l  
s e r v i c e  from p a r t y  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  They assumed
t h a t  t h e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  members of  the  government -----
Hugenberg and th e  r e s t  of  h i s  CNVP ----- would c o n t r o l  th e
297 Soakes and St idham , Nazism 1919-19U5.  V o l .2 . ,  p .  220.
298 I b i d . .  pp. 220-1.
299 I b i d . Noakes and fr idham p o i n t  out  t h a t  i t  became c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  Nazis were i c  c o n t r o l .  I m p l i c i t l y  they su gg es t  
t h a t  Nazi c o n t r o l  was e v id e n t  with t h e  Nazi e l e c t o r a l  
v i c t o r y  of 1933, and e s p e c i a l l y  with the  ensu ing
" c o - o r d i n a t i o n "  ----  G le ic h sc h a l tu p g  ----  cf  t h e  c i v i l
s e r v i c e .  Because cf  p o l i t i c a l  i n t i m i d a t i o n  a d m in is te re d  
by th e  SA, t h e  Nazis ve re  more l i k e l y  e f f e c t i v e l y  in  
c o n t r o l  by t h e  summer of  1932.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
234
Table  5 3 : P a r ty  vo te  vs.  a id d le  c l a s s #  p e rc en ta g es
November 1932-1933
Breakdown# p e rc en ta g e  changes of  vo tes  
1932/32 th rough  1932/33 and p e rcen tage  
v o te s  November 1932 and Harch 1933 of  p r i n c i p a l  










Mean -4 .0 5 34.52 12.17 46.66
0—2? m c l
2. 1-3




-3 .6 8  
- 3 .7 6  
-3 .5 3  
-4 .3 1  





























change November change Harch
3 2/32 1932 32/33 1933
1 Mean 2.03 12.66 - 3 .9 8 8.65
I 0-2? n c l 1.83 9.02 - 3 .6 6 5.22
1 2 .1 - 3 1.84 11. 15 - 4 . 0 7 7.08
I 3 .1 - 4 1.94 12-56 - 4 .0 8 8.42
1 4 .1 - 6 2. 26 14.29 - 4 .0 7 10.22
| 6 .1 -1 0 2.56 15.74 - 3 .9 8 11.76
| 10. 1-20 1.58 11.31 - 3 .2 1 8.10
I ETA . 178 .244 .114 .277
(N=936) (936) (934) (935)
SPD
change Noveaber change March
32/32 1932 32/33 1933
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Mean - 0 .8 8 18.08 - 2 .  16 15.90
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- 0 .5 6
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Mean - 0 .4 1 19.63 -2 .4 1 17.28




6 .  1-10
10. 1-20
-0 .8 0
- 0 .3 8
- 0 .4 8
-0 .2 6
- 0 .3 4



























*----------------------------------------------------------------------   j
Nazis and r e s t o r e  a regime s i n i l a r  to  t h a t  cf  Wilhe Inline 
Germany.299
There were a l s o  grounds f o r  middle c l a s s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
with t h e  NSDAP. The p a r t y  had su p p o r ted  th e  B e r l i n  
t r a n s p o r t  s t r i k e  j u s t  be fo re  t h e  November 1932 e l e c t i o n . 300
The outcome o f  th e  November 1932 e l e c t i o n  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by 
the  c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  Table  5 2 ,  su g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP 
s u f f e r e d  a s l i g h t  l o s s  o f  middle c l a s s  suppor t  in p r o p o r t io n  
to i t s  sm a l l  working c l a s s  g a in  a t  th e  t im e .  While t h e
3 0 0  see  s e c t i o n  5 .1 .
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NSDAP ends up with a n e g a t iv e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with  t h e  Biddle  
c l a s s  in  Noveaber and h a rc h ,  t h e  p a r t i e s  t h a t  gained s t ro n g  
Diddle c l a s s  su p p o r t  v e r e ,  w i th  t h e  ex ce p t io n  o f  t h e  SPD, 
p a r t i e s  of the  r i g h t  and c f  l i b e r a l i s m .  All o f  t h e s e ,  and 
the  l a t t e r  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i . e .  the  DVP, vere  middle c l a s s  
p a r t i e s  v i t h  vhich  t h e  NSDAP exchanged s u p p o r t e r s  th ro u gh o u t  
the  Neiaar e r a .
The weakened c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  the NSDAP vote in  Harch v i th  
the  middle c l a s s  can be unde rs too d  to  be a f u n c t i o n  of  t h e  
broadened base  of the  Boveaent.  I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  was a su rge  f o r  t h e  NSDAP, e l i c i t e d  in  pac t  
through c o e r c i o n ,  in  vhich  th e  aoveaent  o b ta in ed  an a b s o l u t e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  su pp o r t  in  seme s u b p o p u la t i o n s .  N o n e th e le s s ,  
the NSDAP's s t a n d in g  v i t h  t h e  most numerous s e c t o r ,  t h e  
workers ,  d e t e r i o r a t e d  r e l a t i v e l y ,  as th e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  and 
breakdown d a ta  above make c l e a r .
S ince  t h e r e  was no drop in  a b s o l u t e  su p po r t  from working 
c l a s s  a r e a s ,  and p robab ly  no t  from the  middle c l a s s  e i t h e r ,  
o t h e r  s e c t o r s  vere  t h e  pr imary  c o n t r i b u t o r s  to  t h i s  l a s t  
advance .  f ih i le  t h e  NSDAP's middle c l a s s  va lue  had been 
s t r o n g e r  i n  t h e  1920s, t h e  movement's base was a l s o  narrower 
t h e n . 301
301 The fo rem os t  "middle c l a s s  p a r t i e s "  in  Harcb v e re :  DVP,
with a v a lu e  of  .26  ( .32  i n  Noveaber);  D£E .2 5  ( .1 7 ) ;  
N a t io n a l  C o a l i t i o n  P a r ty  "B lack ,  H h i te ,  Bed" . 2 3 ;  SPD 
.21 ( . 2 1 ) ;  KPD .11 ( . 0 6 ) ;  C h r i s t i a n  S o c i a l  P e o p l e ' s
S e rv ice  .Oh ( .0 2 ) ;  German Hannoverian Par ty  - . 0 5 ;  
" o th e r "  - . 0 8 ;  NSDAP —.11  ( - . 0 2 ) .
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5x2 U r b a n is a t io n
One p o l i t i c o - e c o n o m ic  phenomenon t h a t  v a r i e d  dem ograph ica l ly  
in  1932/33 was unemployment: While the  n a t i o n a l  j o b l e s s
r a t e  had peaked by e a r l y  19333<>2 th e  l a r g e s t  c i t i e s  had by 
t h a t  t ime exper ien ced  a t e n  p e rc e n t  i n c r e a s e  ever  t h e  
p rec ed in g  tw e lv e  months. 303 The NSDAP had drawn s i g n i f i c a n t  
su p p o r t  from the  unemployed i n  a l l  p rev io us  e l e c t i o n s .  
A f te r  t h e  su rg e  in  r u r a l  su p p o r t  f o r  th e  NSDAP in  Ju ly  1932 
and th e  i n t e n s i f i e d  Nazi appea l  to  the  p redom inan t ly  urban 
workers in  l a t e  1932, we may now see how th e s e  f a c t o r s  might 
have a f f e c t e d  th e  demographic d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  NSDAP su p p o r t  
a t  t h e  t ime of the  l a s t  two Reimar e l e c t i o n s :  Table 54
p r e s e n t s  t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  
NSDAP v o te s  and urban r e s i d e n c e .
The vo te  change c o e f f i c i e n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP 
s u f f e r e d  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  l o s s e s  in  th e  urban a r e a s .  These 
a r e a s  were t h e  h a b i t a t  o f  t h e  bulk of both t h e  workers and 
the  middle c l a s s .  In  view of  the  r e l a t i v e ,  but m arg ina l ,
s t r e n g h t h e n i a g  of  t h e  movement's worker base and t h e  
r e l a t i v e ,  and m a rg in a l ,  weakening o f  i t s  middle c l a s s  b a se ,  
i t  may be a rgued  t h a t  t h e r e  was no fundamental  change in  t h e  
NSDAP' s  urban c o e f f i c i e n t  from July 1932. I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  
growth o f  t h e  movement s i n c e  1928, the  u r b a n - r u r a l  c leavage  
a t  t h e  t im e cf  e i t h e r  of  t h e  1932 e l e c t i o n s  was t h e  w ides t
3oa see  s e c t i o n  5 .5 .
303 Bennecke, j j i £ t s c j } . g E s e r g s s j o p  aaf l -_PPli , i i s c h e r
B a d ik a l i sm u s . p. 160.
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Table  5 4 : C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote
u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  November 1932-1933
and
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  changes of v o te s  
1932/32 through 1932/33 and p e rc e n ta g e  votes  
Noveaber 1932 through 1933 o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  






- . 0 9
- . 1 2
- . 3 2











Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f ro a
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  939 < N < 942.
ZP
.05
- . 2 2
- . 3 0
- . 2 0
s in c e  Nay 1924.
Since  1930 th e  NSDAP had made i t s  g r e a t e s t  g a in s  in
s m a l l - s i z e d  communities . The breakdown of  t h e  NSDAP vote  
a cco rd ing  t o  p e rcen tag e  cf urban p o p u la t io n ,  in Table 55,  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  a s p e c t  of the  growth o f  the  movement 
p e r s i s t e d  th rough  the  end o f  t h e  Heimar e r a .
The November s e tb a c k  o c c u r red  somewhat a t  t h e  expense  of  
the  NSDAP s t r e n g t h  in  the  l a r g e r  communities . In f a c t ,  t h e  
more urban th e  communities ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  bov e B e n t ' s
l o s s e s .  The change in  t h e  Sarch 1933 NSDAP vo te  a l s o
e x h i b i t e d  sucb a l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p :  t h e  more r u r a l  th e
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Ta b le  5 5 : P a r ty  vo te  vs.  u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  p e rc e n ta g e s
November 1932-1933
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  changes o f  vo tes  
1932/32 th rough  1922/33 and p e rc en ta g e  
v o t e s  November 1932 th rough 1933 
o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  










Dean -9 .0 9 39.69 12.08 96.70
OX urban 
00 .1-25  
25. 1-99.9 
100*
- 3 .9 0  
-  9. 22 
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flean 2.06 12.71 - 9 .0 0 8.69
OX urban 
00. 1-25 










- 3 . 5 7
- 9 .2 0















change Noveaber change Harch





D•01 18.07 - 2 .  19 15.92
OX urban - 0 .6 2 13.70 - 2 .1 9 11.51
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00. 1-25 -0 .4 6 17.46 - 2 .6 7 14.76
25. 1-99.9 -C .79 19.44 - 2 .0 6 17.36
10051 - 1 .6 3 22-52 - 1 .6 4 2C.88
ETA .262 .344  .187 -366















- 0 .5 6







- 4 .4 8  
- 2 .  15 
- 1 .4 7  













com m uni t ies ,  th e  g r e a t e r  the  movement 's g a in s .  The high ETA 
value  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  w ides t  u r b a n - r u r a l  c le av a g e  o f  a l l  
NSDAP i n t e r - e l e c t i c n  c h a n g e s .  However, t h e  e x t e n t  of urban 
su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  NSDAP must not  go u n re c o g n ise d .  Even in  t h e  
se tb a c k  of November t h e  movement c o u ld  count  o r  the  backing 
cf one l a r g e  c i t y  d w e l le r  in  t h r e e .
In  t h e  u l t i m a t e  Weimar p o l l  the  movement n e a r l y  a t t a i n e d  
a m a jo r i ty  in  t h e  c o u n t r y s id e  and was not much f u r t h e r  from 
t h a t  i n  t h e  sm a l l  towns.  At t h e s e  l e v e l s  cf p o p u la t io n  
d e n s i ty  SA i n t i m i d a t i o n  and s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  were a t  t h e i r  
most e f f e c t i v e .  The Zentrum, which had t h e  m a j o r i t y  of i t s  
s u p p o r t  base  in t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  s u f f e r e d  t h e  bulk cf  i t s  
l o s s e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  a rg u a b ly  as a f u n c t io n  of  t h e  NSDAP 
p r e s s u r e .
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In  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  uneven d i s t r i b u t i o n  o£ Z en trua  l o s s e s ,  
the KPD l o s t  su p p o r t  r e l a t i v e l y  evenly  everyw here ,  as 
dem ons t ra ted  by th e  breakdown in  Table  55, and th e  even 
Eearson va lue  f o r  the  change i n  vote i n  Table 54.  Uith t h e  
w ho lesa le  dec im at ion  o f  the  KPD l e a d e r s h i p  i t  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  th e  p a r ty  receded  everywhere i r  Harch 1933. 
D esp i te  t h e  unden iab le  se tb a c k  io r  the  KPD i n  Harch 1933, 
Bennecke m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  p a r ty * s  p o l i t i c a l  response  to  
th e  hunger and unemployment emergency in  t h e  w in te r  of 
1932-33 had met with s u c c e s s ,  both i n  the  the  c i t i e s  and i n  
the  c o u n t r y s i d e .  Under t h e  SA r e p r e s s i o n  t h i s  KPD p o l i t i c a l  
work had been c a r r i e d  o u t  through " i l l e g a l "  l e a f l e t s  and 
"communist p lunder"  o f  food s u p p l i e s . 304
*he_? aimers
The combined s t r u c t u r a l  and c o n j u n c t u r a l  c r i s i s  of 
a g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  th rough th e  l a s t  Veimar e l e c t i o n .  The 
income o f  t h i s  s e c t o r  con t in u ed  to  f a l l  and f u r t h e r  l i m i t e d  
t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  i t s  members to  meet s t a n d in g  f i n a n c i a l  
o b l i g a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t a x  p ay m en ts .305 The big fa rm ers  
p layed  an im p o r tan t  r c l e  in  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s
304 Bennecke,
B ad ik a l i sm u s . pp. 207-8.
The Hunich newspaper, Hunchener Heueste N a c h r ich te n . 
had r e p o r t e d  "p lanned  p lu n d e r  i n  B e r l i n , "  on 21 December 
1932; " l o o t i n g  in  E e r l i n  c o n t i n u e s , "  on 22 December
1932; "Communist l o o t i n g  i n  Dortmund and M upper ta l ,"  on 
24 December 1932.
303 I b i d . .  pp. 172-3.
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th rough which th ey  a t tem p ted  to  i n f l u e n c e  p o l i t i c a l  
d e c i s i o n s .  In th e  l a s t  months of  1932 and e a r l y  i n  1933 
they  came t o  he t h e  spokesmen f o r  t h e  t r o u b l e s  cf  t h e  e n t i r e  
farming community.306
The d e c i s i v e  cause  o f  farming d i s c o n t e r t  was th e  
c o n t i n u a l l y  f a l l i n g  p r i c e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s .  From
1931-32 to  1922-33 t h e s e  had dropped from an i r d e x  va lue  of 
89 t o  7 7 . 3<>7 Here i m p o r t a n t l y ,  the gap between th e  value of 
proceeds  and c o s t s  o f  farming had widened to  the  f a rm e rs '  
d i s a d v a n ta g e :  whi le  th e  proceeds  of  a g r i c u l t u r e  had 
dec rea sed  from an index value  cf  163 in  1928-29 t c  100 in
1932-33, t h e  c o s t s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  had on ly  dropped from 145
t O  1 0 0 . 3 0 8
In  September 1932 the  von Papen government had tak en  a 
number of measures to  help  th e  f a rm e rs ,  the  mcst im p o r tan t  
of vhich was t h e  compulsory r e d u c t io n  o f  i n t e r e s t  on 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  m o r tgag es , 3 0 «  The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  scheme was 
no t  e v id e n t  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  NSDAE was i n  power and t h e r e f o r e  
c o n f e r r e d  l i t t l e  p o l i t i c a l  advantage  on th ose  r e s p o n s i b l e .  
The fa rm e rs  were s t i l l  enduring  th e  lowered p r i c e s  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u c ts  as a conseguence of t h e  sharp  d e c l in e
3 0 6  i b i d . .  p. 173.
30 7 Hoakes and Eridham, Nazism 1919-1945. p. 325 .
so® i b i d . .  p. 324.
30* C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. 59. There was a l s o  a id  
f o r  f a rm ers  i n  th e  form o f  import  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on farm 
produce .  New York T i n e s . 27 September 1932, p. 29 :8 ;  17 
Cctober 1932, p. 1 :1 .
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cf  consumpticn during 1931 and 1932.3 t <>
The day a f t e r  H i t l e r  assumed th e  C h a n c e l lo r s h ip  th e  new 
government had announced i t s  f i r s t  Four-Year Elan in  i t s  
Appeal to  th e  Nat ion .  In t h i s  Elan a new d e a l  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r e  had been g iven  to p  p r i o r i t y  a l o r g  v i t h  t h e  
s o lv in g  of the  unemployment problem. A seek l a t e r  H i t l e r  
informed h i s  c a b i n e t  cf " th e  need t o  s a t i s f y  the  wishes of  
a t  l e a s t  one s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a t i o n ,  namely the  German 
p e a s a n t r y . 1,311
The NSDAE a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y  was de te rm ined  by a number 
of d i f f e r e n t  and sometimes c o n f l i c t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s .  F i r s t ,  
i t  aimed a t  s e c u r i n g  " n u t r i t i o n a l  freedom" 
(Nahrungsfr e i h e i t ) f o r  Germany, i . e .  maximum independence 
from f o r e i g n  s o u r c e s  of s u p p l y .  Secondly, i t  aimed a t  
s e c u r in g  a h e a l th y  and p rosp e rou s  p e asa n t ry  as  t h e  "b lood 
s p r i n g "  of the  n a t i o n .  In  th e  view of  the  NSDAE farmer 
l e a d e r .  B ichard  D ar re ,  the  p e a sa n t ry  was th e  key to  
Germany's r a c i a l  h e a l t h ,  both in  t e rm s  o f  t h e  q u a n t i t y  and 
q u a l i t y  of i t s  o f f s p r i n g  and i n  terms of i t s  v a l u e s .  This  
o p in ion  was sh a red  by E i t l e r .  F i n a l l y ,  NSDAP p o l i c y  had to  
keep food p r i c e s  s t a b l e  so  t h a t  wages could  a lso  be kep t  
s t a b l e  and cou ld  not  d i s r u p t  t h e  coming rearmament through a 
w age-pr ice  s p i r a l . 312
310 Schmidt ,  German Bus iness  C y c le s , p. 101.
311 Noakes and Pridham, Nazism 1919-1945. p. 31€.
312 I b i d .
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While t h e  NSDAP l e a d e r s h i p  had h e ld  t h i s  u n d e rs t a n d in g  of 
a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  a nuinter of  y e a r s ,  a t  t h e  t i n e  of  t h e  l a s t  
e l e c t i o n  c an p a ig n  th e y  were f o r  the f i r s t  t i n e  in a p o s i t i o n  
to  i c p le m e n t  t h e i r  p ro g ran ne .  Their  " t r u e "  programme f o r  
s p e c i f i c  s e c t o r s  n ig h t  t h e r e f o r e  have assumed g r e a t e r  
importance  to  t h e  NSDAP l e a d e r s  th a n  dur ing  the p rev iou s  
e l e c t i o n  campaigns when they  had enjoyed t h e  advan tage  a s  an 
o p p o s i t i o n a l  p r o t e s t  movement cf  a p p ea l in g  t c  many, and 
o f t e n  c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  p r o t e s t  s e n t im e n t s .  However, t h i s  
advantage  had p robab ly  no t  been reduced by t h e  t ime of  the  
l a s t  e l e c t i o n  s i n c e  the  p a r ty  had only been in  power a 
month. More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  p a r t y  was opposed to  th e  
Reimar sy s te m .  F u r th e rm o re ,  i t  was no more n e c e s sa ry  in  
1933 th a n  i n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  f o r  th e  NSDAP " t r e e "  programme 
and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a p p e a l s  to  conv erge .
The NSDAP a g r i c u l t u r a l  programme, aiming a t  n u t r i t i o n a l  
freedom, was a req u i re m e n t  c f  th e  am bi t ion  to ach ieve  
a u ta r c h y .  I t  would a l s o  f r e e  f o r e i g n  exchange f o r  t h e  
coming rearmament programme as well as a n t i c i p a t e  any f u t u r e  
f o r e i g n  food embargo.  The c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  o f  the  p e a sa n t ry  
as  t h e  "b lo cd  s p r i n g "  of the  n a t io n  was an obv iou s  v o lk is ch  
e lem en t .  I t  a l s o  was com pa t ib le  with  the  i m p l i c i t  
a n t i - m o d e r n i s a t i o n  ph i losophy  of Nazism. This
a n t i - m o d e r n i s a t i o n  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as t h e  prominence of  
t h e  NSDAP*s a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y  in  the  campaigr b e fo re  th e  
l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  were re c o g n ise d  a t  t h e  time by th e  New York
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Times which r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  H i t l e r  government would be 
" n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and a g r a r i a n "  r a t h e r  th an  " i n d u s t r i a l . " 313
The R a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement's s t a n d i c g  with t h e  
im p o r ta n t  farming s e c t o r  i n  th e  l a s t  months o f  th e  Heimar 
e ra  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  of Table 
56.
1 1
I Table  5 6 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote  and | 
i f a r m e r s ,  November 1932-1933 I
I I
I Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  changes of vo tes  |
I 1932/3 2 th rough  19 32/33 and p e rc en ta g e  v c te s  |
1 November 1932 th ro u gh  1933 o f  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  j
I with p e rc e n ta g e  fa rm e rs .  |
I NSDAP KPD SPD ZP |
I Xchange 1932/32 -06 - . 2 6  .  26 - . 0 7  |
I November 1932 .11 - . 5 7  - . 5 2  .32  |
1 Xchange 1932/33 .47  .  14 - .  15 - . 4 3  |
I March 1933 .34 - . 6 2  - . 5 7  .28 |
I Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in t h e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from |
j c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  938 < N < 1013. j
«-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------j
The vo te  change c o e f f i c i e n t  fo r  November 1S32 i n d i c a t e s  
t h a t  t h e  NSDAP had n o t  b e n e f i t t e d  from a r e l a t i v e  
improvement i n  farmers*  s u p p o r t ,  d e s p i t e  the  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  
von Papen government c o a l i t i o n  t o  c o n s t r u c t  e f f e c t i v e
3*3 New York Times .  26 February  1933, IV, p. 2 : 2 .
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p o l i c i e s  d u r in g  th e  d e p r e s s io n .  By Harch 1933, however, th e  
farming community c o n t r i b u t e d  g r e a t l y  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  in th e  
NSDAP v o t e ,  as t h e  p a r t y ' s  vo te  change c o e f f i c i e n t  of .47  
i n d i c a t e s .  This  va lue  r e p r e s e n t s  th e  s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  
between a change in  an NSDAP vo te  and a su p p o r t  group.
Nith t h e  Harch v o t e ,  and th e  fa rm er  c o e f f i c i e n t  of  .3 4 ,  
the  NSDAP " s u rp a s s e d "  th e  Zentrum to  become the  s t r o n g e s t  
" a g r i c u l t u r a l "  p a r t y .  The sh a rp  c o n t r a s t  between the  NSDAP 
farmer c o e f f i c i e n t  of  Harch 1933 and t h a t  o f  the  preceding  
e l e c t i o n  i n  November 1932, i s  a n o th e r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  
e x t e n t  o f  the  su rge  i n  farm er  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  movement i n  
the  i n t e r v e n i n g  fo u r  months. The NSDAP farm er  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
f o r  Ju ly  and November 1932 had i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the  fa rm ers  
had, by t h e  former d a t e ,  a l r e a d y  become t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r s  of  th e  movement.
The com binat ion  of t h e  s t r u c tu r a l - e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  of 
a g r i c u l t u r e  and the  i n t e n s i f i e d  NSDAP a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  
farming community appears  to  have p a id  o f f  fo r  the  movement. 
Hore than  with any o t h e r  su p p o r t  group,  th e  NSD2P b e n e f i t t e d  
from th e  SA i n t i m i d a t i o n  which was deployed w i th  the  maximum 
of e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  the  s m a l l e r  communities ,  i . e .  t h e  
h a b i t a t s  o f  t h e  farming community. I t  was in  the  s m a l l e r  
communities t h a t  the  " s o c i a l  c o n t r o l "  by the  Nazis 
m an i fes ted  i t s e l f  most a p p a r e n t l y ,  as  Heberle  has n o t e d . 314
314 While " fa rm ing  community” i s  n o t  synonymous with " sm al l  
community" t h e  two c a t e g o r i e s  o v e r l a p .  I t  was noted in  
t h e  p reced in g  s e c t i o n  t h a t  both t h e  NSDAP vo te  change 
( i n c r e a s e )  and a b s o lu te  vote  d i s t r i b u t i o n  e x h i b i t  l i n e a r  
n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  with u r b a n i s a t i o n .
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That  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t o r a l  surge  o f  the  NSDAP had occurred  
most s p e c t a c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  most a g r i c u l t u r a l  ( a r t s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t ry  i s  f u r t h e r  documented by t h e  breakdown o f  t h e  NSDAP 
vo te  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e  d e n s i t y  cf  farming p o p c l a t i o n ,  in  
Table  57.
The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  NSDAE v o te  i n c r e a s e  in Harch 1933 
i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  su rg e  o f  fa rm er  s u p p o r t  in  t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  
In t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  had t h e  h i g h e s t  p e rc e n ta g e s  c f  fa rm ers  
t h i s  su rge  bad taken  on t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  the  gen e ra l  NSDAP 
advances  i n  1930 and J u l y  1932, but  t h i s  time from an 
a l r e a d y  v id e  base  of  s u p p o r t .  As a r e s u l t  t h e  movement 
g a in e d ,  or  e x e r t e d ,  an a b s o l u t e  m a jo r i t y  in communities in  
which j u s t  over  h a l f  the  p o p u la t i o n  ve re  f a r m e r s ,  and i t  
came n e a r  t o  a m a jo r i ty  in  th e  most h e a v i ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a r e a s .
The P e a r s o n ' s  c o e f f i c i e n t  v a lu e s  o f  Tab le  56 had 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  by March 1933 th e  NSDAP had f o r  the  f i r s t  
t ime s t r o n g e r  r e l a t i v e  su p p o r t  from th e  fa rm e rs  than t h e  
Zentrum. The d a ta  on t h e  vo te  s h i f t s ,  in  s e c t i o n  5 .8 ,  w i l l  
r e v e a l  t h e  h ig h e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  changes  in  th e  
v o te s  o f  t h e  NSDAP and t h e  Zentrum i n  t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  I t  i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  in  Harch the  NSDAP approach t o  t h e  fa rm ers  had 
brough t  d i v id e n d s .  But a t  th e  time of  t i e  p reced ing  
e l e c t i o n  i n  November 1932, t h e  announcement by the  von Papen 
government of the  measures t o  a l l e v i a t e  the  farming woes 
came c lo s e  enough t o  the  November e l e c t i o n  t o  have been to
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T ab le  5 7 ; P a r t y  vote  v s .  f a r m e r s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  
November 1932-T933
Breakdown, p e rc en ta g e  changes  o f  vo tes  
1932/32 th rough 1932/33 and p e rc en ta g e  v c te s  
November 1932 through 1933 o f  the  NSDAP and 










Mean - 4 .0 6 34.49 12.26 45.09
0-55 farmer -4 .4 4 31.38 9.71 41.08
05. 1-10 - 4 .4 9 33.82 9.69 43.51
10.1-20 -4 .  10 34.58 9.58 43.74
20 .1 -30 - 3 .7 9 32.86 10.47 43.33
30 .1 -40 -3 .4 7 35.29 11.01 45.47
40 .1 -50 - 4 .5 2 39.58 12.67 5 <3.56
50. 1-60 -4 .0 9 36.92 15.61 47.70
6 0 .1 -90 - 3 .4 9 32.93 18.42 47 .10









change November change March
32/32 1932 32/33 1933
I Mean 1.57 12.64 - 3 .9 7 6.64
j 0-55 farmer 1.62 18.05 -4 .1 6 13.88
I 05 .1-10 1.46 15.52 - 3 .7 4 11.78
| 10.1-20 1.60 16.93 - 4 .0 9 12.74
I 20 .1 -30 1.93 15.24 - 4 .6 1 1C. 63
t 3 0 .1 -40 1-26 12.22 - 4 .1 7 6.04
| 40 .1 -50 1.60 9.97 - 3 .9 0 6.04
| 50 .1 -60 1.31 8.15 - 3 . 8 0 4.36
| 6 0 .1 -90 1.02 6.06 - 3 .1 8 2.88
1 ETA .309 .572 .204 .618
(N=940) (940) 1938) (938)
SPD










Mean - 0 .8 2 18. 10 - 2 .  17 15.92
0-5% farmer - 1 .7 8 22.93 -1 .64 21.29
05. 1-10 -1 .3 1 20.80 -1 .8 3 20.98
10.1-20 - 0 . 5 8 23. 18 - 1 .8 9 21.29
20. 1-30 - 0 .8 8 21.75 - 1 .9 3 19.82
30. 1-40 - 0 .7 4 19.32 -2 .1 2 17.19
40. 1-50 - 0 .4 8 16.59 -2 .7 3 13.86
50. 1-60 - 0 .4 3 12.86 -2 .7 9 10.07







. 5  86 
(939)
ZE
change November change March
32/3 2 1932 32/33 1933
I Mean - 0 .4 0 19.65 -2 .4 2 17.30
) 0-5* farmer - 0 .2 5 12. 11 -0 .7 8 11.33
I 05 .1-10 - 0 .2 2 13.53 - 1 .  10 12.43
I 10.1-20 - 0 .5 7 11. 18 - 0 .6 4 10.71
I 20 .1 -30 - 0 .4 9 17.41 - 1 .3 6 16.05
| 30 .1 -40 - 0 .2 9 20.82 -2 .0 1 18.81
| 40. 1-50 -0 .  18 17.80 - 1 .9 5 16.17
| 50. 1-60 - 0 .6 6 25.54 - 3 .9 8 21.56
| 60. 1-90 -0 .5 6 34.92 -6-50 28.42
I ETA .119 .3 44 .481 .2 5 9
(N=940) (940) (939) (940)
»  -
the  p o s s i b l e  advantage  o f  t h e  Zentrum o f  which von Eapen was 
fo rm a l ly  a member. The p a r ty  n e v e r t h e l e s s  l o s t  s u p p o r t  in  
a l l  communit ies .
By t h e  Harch e l e c t i o n  th e  farming community n ig h t  w e l l  
have e x p e c te d  t a n g i b l e  improvement f i o a  t h e  von Papen
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p o l i c i e s .  The economic d a ta  on the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  had worsened by Harch 1933. 
Whatever r e s p i t e  t h e  von Papen government n i g h t  have won 
b e fo r e  the  November e l e c t i o n  was sp e n t  by Earcb.  The 
Zentrun a l s o  l o s t  most h e a v i ly  in t h e  a re a s  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  
the  h ig h e s t  p r o p o r t io n  o f  f a rm e rs .
The SPD had co n t inu ed  t o  d e c l in e  and t h e  p a r t y ' s  su p p o r t  
in  farming communities was n e a r ly  as poor a s  in  C a th o l i c  
a r e a s .  The change in  th e  SPE's o r i e n t a t i o n  towards  t h e  
p e a s a n t r y ,  o r  th e  p a r t y ' s  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  one ,  had made no 
d i s c e r n i b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  t c  t h i s  group. In  June 1932 t h e  
ADGB, th e  l a r g e s t  t r a d e  union, which had t i e s  t o  t h e  SPD, 
had fo l lo w ed  th e  SPD with  a p o s i t i v e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  
f a r m e rs .  5
3»s ih e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o l ic y  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  ADGB's 
"Programmatic  G u id e l in e s  f o r  Economic P o l i c y "  d e c la re d  
t h a t  " t h e  working c l a s s  s t r i v e s  f o r  a j u s t  ba lan ce  
between c i t y  and c o u n t r y .  (1) Every a c t i v e  farmer 
d e se rv e s  an adegua te  income f o r  h i s  experded l a b o u r . "  
John A. Hoses, Trade  Qnionism in  Germany from Bismarck 
to  H i t l e r .  1919-1933. p. 507.
However, th e  programme went on to  s t a t e  t h a t  " ( t ) h e  
ou tpu t  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  lab o u r  i s  dependent  upon t h e  
maintenance and i n c r e a s e  of the  g e n e r a l  p u rchas ing  
power." i b i d .  This  can be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  having been a 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of  the  NSDAP's su p p o r t  o f  the  f a rm e rs ,  
a s s ig n in g  the  farming s e c t o r  a su b o r d in a te  r o l e  in  
r e l a t i o n  to o t h e r  s e c t o r s .
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5*5 The Unemployed
The b u s in e s s  c y c l e  bad reached  i t s  r e c e s s i o n a l  bottom in 
August 1932. N o n e th e le s s ,  the  economic d a ta  do not  i n d i c a t e  
any improvement in  t h e  economic c o n d i t i o n s  o i  any s e c t o r  
b e fo r e  March 1933. The unemployment r a t e  had con t in u ed  to  
c l im b ,  r e a c h in g  i t s  peak e a r l y  in  1933. Table 58 p rov id es  
th e  j o b l e s s  d a ta  f o r  th e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  th e  fieimar Bepublic .
Table  58; Unemployment, November 1932 -  1933
Unemployed
Unemployed Employed as  p e rcen tage
in m i l l i o n s  in  m i l l i o n s  o i  work fo rce
January  1932 5-5 12.7 1932 30.8
January  1933 6 .0  11.5 1933 26.3
Note:
O f f i c i a l  f i g u r e s  of unemployed and employed, in  
m i l l i o n s ,  from Bracfcer, The German D i c t a t o r s h i p ,  
p . 169.
P e rcen tage  da ta  from Moses, Trade U n io n is t  in  
Germany. Appendix VII .
The " i n v i s i b l e 1* unemployment had, however, t a p e r e d  o f f  by 
e a r l y  1933, b u t  the  j o b l e s s  of t h i s  c a te g o ry  had 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  numbered a m i l l i o n  and a h a l f . 316 In a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e r e  was widespread hunger and hom elessness ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
316 E st im ate  by Eduard von H i l l e k e ,  p u b l i s h e d  in
" A r b e i t s l o s i g k e i t , "  Handworterbucfa___________ a e r
S o z ia lw i s s e n s c b a f t e n  I . G o t t in g en ,  1956, p .  3 0 9 f f ,  in
Bennecke, JillSSJl3flJLicfeg..fi<3BISSSiPP  pol i t i s c h e r
B a d ik a l i s n u s .  p. 156.
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i n  the  w in te r  o f  1932-33. Coe newspaper r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
du r ing  1932 " f o u r  and a h a l f  m i l l i o n  p e r s o n s  were reached  by 
the  Vin ter  Help whi le  t h i s  ye a r  (winter)  seven m i l l i o n  w i l l  
come i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n . " 317 This  meant t h a t  in th e  w in te r  
of  1932-33 e leven  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  German p o p u la t io n  ve re  i n  
need o f  such  h e l p ,  which was a d m in i s t e r e d  by c h a r i t y  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  as by the  Beich ,  Lander acd Gemeinden.
Ton Papen had r e c o g n i se d  unemployment as  a major problem 
and a sou rce  o f  t e n s i c n  in  t h e  n a t i o n , 318 b u t  b i s  e f f o r t s  
bad been l i m i t e d  t o  d i s c o u n t in g  f u t u r e  t ax es  on in d u s t r y  i n  
an e f f o r t  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  economy.319 There had been no 
d e f i c i t  spend ing  p o l i c y  o f  th e  k ind t h a t  the  unions
p r o p o s e d . 3 2 0  The h s d a i ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, had proposed a 
jobs  programme, to  have been pu t  i n  motion by d e f i c i t
317 B e ich enb e rae r  Z e i t u n a . 23 December 1932, evening 
e d i t i o n ,  i b i d . . p . 202-
3i* i b i d . .  p. 2C8.
319 Bew York Times. 29 August 1932, p. 1 :8 .
320 An ADGB r e s o l u t i o n  on economic p o l i c y ,  e n t i t l e d
" B e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  the  Economy: Programmatic  G u id e l in es
f o r  Economic P o l i c y , "  adopted on 21 June 1932, expounded 
th e  fo l lo w in g  p o s i t i o n :
To p r e v e n t  c r i s e s  and promote economic growth,  
a s y s t e m a t i c  s t r e n g th e n in g  of  mass p u rch as in g  
power and t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
o f  c a p i t a l  as  w e l l  a s  i t s  uses  a r e  n e ce ssa ry  
t o  c o r re spo n d  with  t h e  growing p r o d u c t i v i t y  of  
human l a b o u r .
Hoses, Trade . un ionism i n  Germany from Bismarck t o  
B i t l e r . p .  204.
321 The p ro p o sa l  had come from Gregor S t r a s s e r .  Hamil ton,
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spending.3>2 * T h is  enab led  th e  BSDAE to  a t t a c k  von P a p e n 's  
econon ic  p la n  a s  i n e f f e c t i v e . 322
I n  e a r l y  1932 th e  Hen York T iaes  had r e c o g n i s e d  th e
unemployment problem as be ing  a trump card  o f  H i t l e r ' s  i n
e a r l y  1932. The j o b l e s s  r an k s  had s i n c e  sw e l led  in  th e  
months l e a d i n g  up to  th e  l a s t  two Beimar e l e c t i o n s  whi le  th e  
government had f a i l e d  to a d d re s s  t h e  i s s u e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  The
co m bin a t ion  of  high unemployment and NSDAE propaganda
promised a c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  MSDAP p o l i t i c a l  hold  on th e  
j o b l e s s .  The c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  
KSDAE v o te s  and th e  unemployed i n  Table  59 p rov ide  an
i n d i c a t i o n  of  whether  t h i s  a c t u a l l y  o c cu r red .
The NSDAP v o te s  with th e  j o b l e s s  in  t t e  l a s t  two
e l e c t i o n s  y i e l d  t h e  movement's weakest  v a lu e s  v i t h  t h i s
s u p p o r t  g roup .  However, t h e s e  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  were
th e  second s t r o n g e s t  f o r  the  movement among a l l  s u p p o r t  
g roups  with  both the  November 1932 and Harch 1953 v o te s .  
The s u c c e s s i v e l y  weaker c o e f f i c i e n t  v a lu es  p a r a l l e l  t h e
3 2 2  a t t a c k s  on von P a p e n ' s  p o l i c y  had appeared i n  t h e  
Io.Hisgbe.,Bga]-ac]}t£E. Mew_ York_Ti»es,  30 August 1932, 
p. 8:U.
A s p e c i f i c  NSDAP charg e  a g a i n s t  t h e  von Pa pen p lan  
was t h a t  i t  s u b s i d i s e d  b u s i n e s s .  The p la n  c o n ta in e d  a 
c l a u s e  on wage c u t s  vhich d i s p l e a s e d  the  un ion s .  The 
Zentrum concurred  with  th e  BSDAE on t h i s  p o i n t .  Hew 
York Times. 9 September 1932, p .  8 :1 .
B h i le  t h e  NSDAP a t t a c k e d  t h e  a id in g  o f  b u s in e s s  th e  
Mew York Times had i d e n t i f i e d  th e  " i n d u s t r i a l i s t s "  as  
" H i t l e r ' s  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k e r s . "  The i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  had 
a g re e d ,  th rough  von Papen, to  back t t e  NSDAP on 
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  von Papen would manage to  put  o f f  t h e  
coming B e ichs tag  s e s s i o n .  Hew York Times .  12 January  
1933, p .  5 :3 .
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i I
I Tab le  592 C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r ty  vote  and |
| unemployed, November 1932-1933 |
I l
I Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  changes of  v o te s  I
I 193 2/32 th rough  1932/33, and p e rc en ta g e  v o te s  |
I November 1932 th rough 1933 of  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  j
v i t h  p e rc en ta g e  uneaployed .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
Schange 1932/33 - . 1 9  - .  13 . 02 .04
Noveaber 1932 .03  - . 0 4  .2 4  - . 1 6
Kchange 1932/33 - . 0 5  . 12 - .  21 .  13
Harch 1933 .01 - . 0 1  . 2 1  - . 1 6
I Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  from I
| c o e f f i c i e n t  to  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  938 < N < 941. |
L J
e x p lo s iv e  g io v th  of the  movement and may t h e r e f o r e  r e f l e c t  
the  v iden ing  of t h e  a b s o l u t e  su p p o r t  base  of t h e  Na2 i s .
As t h e  r e c e s s i o n  f i r s t  s e t  i n ,  t h e  NSDAP gained su p p o r t  
among t h e  j o b l e s s .  As th e  r e c e s s i o n  i n t e n s i f i e d  and th e  
Nazi movement broadened i t s  a b s o lu te  b a s e ,  th e  NSDAP 
s u f f e r e d  a r e l a t i v e  l o s s  c f  su p p o r t  v i th  t h i s  group.
The SPD n ig h t  have c a r r i e d  a c o n s id e r a b le  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
vo rk ing  c l a s s  unemployed a s  th e y  had th e  second  s t r o n g e s t  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  bo th  November and Harch among a l l  p a r t i e s .  
Ihey might a l s o  have c a r r i e d  seme middle c l a s s  unemployed 
c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e i r  s t r o n g  middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e r t .
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The change o f  v o te  p e rc en ta g es  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  SPD 
s im u l t a n e o u s ly  s u f f e r e d  a s l i g h t  e r o s i o n  of j o b l e s s  su p p o r t  
in t h e  l a s t  two e l e c t i o n s .  Workers who had r e c e n t l y  become
unemployed ----  with th e  r i s e  in  unemployment t h e  newly
j o b l e s s  amounted to  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number ----  were more
l i k e l y  t o  su p p o r t  t h e  SPD than  the  NSDAP because  they  were 
under t h e  r e s i d u a l  i n f lu e n c e  o f  t r a d e  union p o l i t i c s  which 
mostly  su p p o r te d  the  p a r t i e s  o f  the  l e f t ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
the  SPD. As w e l l ,  t h e s e  newly unemployed might not  y e t  have 
l o s t  hope of  re-employment .  C o nverse ly ,  t t e  long term 
j o b l e s s  were r e l a t i v e l y  more l i k e l y  to  t u r n  tc  the  NSDAP. 
The ranks  o f  th e s e  long term unemployed had a l s o  grown. I t  
i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  NSIAP had main ta ined  i t s  domination of 
t h i s  group.
Other  r i g h t  wing p a r t i e s  y i e l d  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
of a l l  with  th e  j o b l e s s ,  i n c lu d in g  th e  NSDAP c o l l a b o r a t o r s ,  
the  DNVP.323 The breakdown of  the  NSDAP v o te  p e rcen ta g es  
a cc o rd in g  t o  unemployment r a t e  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Table 60.
I t  i s  c l e a r  from the  da ta  t h a t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  suppor t  f o r  
the  NSDAP was l a r g e ,  even in  the se tb ac k  of  Ncvember 1932. 
In t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  the  movement was no t  f a r  fiom a t t a i n i n g  
an a b s o l u t e  m a jo r i ty  in  those  a re a s  where t h e  unemployment 
r a t e  had been between ten  and f i f t e e n  p e rc e n t .
323 The 1933 p a r t i e s  c o r r e l a t i n g  most s t r o n g l y  with  t h e  
unemployed a r e :  The N a t iona l  C o a l i t i o n  P a r ty  "B lack ,
White and Bed,"  Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t  of  .2 2 ;  SPD .1 1 ;  DVP 
.1 0 ;  DSP .0 5 ;  NSDAP . 0 1 .
The co rre spo n d in g  v a lu e s  f o r  th e  November 1932 vote  
a r e :  DNVP . 2 5 ;  SPD .2 0 ;  DVP .13;  NSDAP . 0 3 .
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Tab le  6 0 ; P a r ty  vo te  v s .  unemployed, p e rc en ta g es  
November 1932-1933
Breakdown, p e rc e n t a g e  changes of  v o tes  
1932/32 th ro u g h  1932/33 and pe rcen tag e  votes  
November 1932 th rough 1933 o f  p r i n c i p a l  
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The l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  in the  NSDAP v o te  in  the  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  
i s  t e s t im o n y  t o  th e  su c c e s s  o f  t h e  p e r s u a s iv e c e s s  of Nazi
propaganda in  g e n e r a l  ----  and o f  c o u r s e  to  the  e f f e c t i v e n e s s
of th e  p o l i t i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n  a d m in i s t e r e d  by the  p a r t y .  
There a r e  no grounds fo r  c c n c lu d in g  t h a t  the  NSDAP's 
programme on unemployment in  p a r t i c u l a r  had n o t  met with t h e  
same d eg ree  of  s u c c e s s  as  t h e i r  programme i n  g e n e ra l .  On 
the  c o n t r a r y ,  the  c o n ju n c tu r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  unemployment 
and t h e  NSDAP o r i e n t a t i o n  towards  th e  unemployed appea rs  i n  
r e t r o s p e c t  to  have been h ig h ly  p rom is ing .  Bith t h e i r  
d e f i c i t  spend ing  p lan  t h e  NSDAP p o l i c y  converged with t h a t  
of t h e  l a r g e s t  u n io n .  The NSDAP might t h e r e f o r e  have he ld  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  a pp ea l  f o t  th e  unemployed workers ,  and
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e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the  growing numbers o f  t h e  long term 
unemployed. I n  March 1933 t h e  a b s o l u t e  vote of  the  NSDAP 
matched th e  combined vo tes  o f  the SPD, th e  KED and th e  
Zentrum.
The KPD had made a b s o lu te  g a in s  in  the November 1932 
e l e c t i o n  w h i le  the  NSDAf, SPD and Zentrum vo tes  had dropped. 
The KPD had focused a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  " i n v i s i b l e  
unemployment" i n  the  November e l e c t i o n  campaign. The p a r ty  
had c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  u n i t e d  a c t i o n  of  "communist and 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r k e r s . . . a g a i n s t  wage robber}  and Papen 
d i c t a t o r s h i p . " 3** The p a r t y ' s  November vo te  i n c r e a s e  
n o n e t h e l e s s  c o r r e l a t e  n e g a t iv e l y  with  the  unemployed as  t h e  
da ta  i n  T ab les  59 and €0 i n d i c a t e .  Under t h e  Nazi a t t a c k s  
on th e  KPD in  1933 th e  p a r ty  l o s t  v o te s  in the  l a s t  
e l e c t i o n ,  but  i t s  l o s s e s  were somewhat s m a l l e r  in  the  a r e a s  
where unemployment r a t e s  were h ig h e r .  I t  was dur ing  th e  
w in te r  months l e a d in g  up to  t h i s  e l e c t i o n s  t h a t  th e  news 
r e p o r t s  had come in  or  t h e  d i r e c t  a c t i o n  of communists in  
the  i n t e r e s t  of th o se  s u f f e r i n g  from la c k  of fo c d .  That t h e  
KPD enjoyed  s i g n i f i c a n t  su p p o r t  from t h i s  group,  and from 
th o se  who had s o l i d a r i s e d  with t h i s  group,  was i n d i c a t e d  by 
the  g r e a t  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e s e  KPD-led d e m o n s t r a t io n s ,  and
32* Bcsnecke, i i r t s c h a f t l i c h e  Depress ion  and n o l i t i s c h e r
B a d ik a l i s m u s . p. 181. Hhile  t h e  term has been 
t r a n s l a t e d  as  "wage r o b b e r y , "  t h e  o r i g i n a l  German phrase  
in  t h e  KED s t a t e m e n t ,  l o h n u n t e r s t u t z u n a s r a u b ."  l i t e r a l l y  
meant "wage-aid r o b b e r y . "  In t h i s  wider meaning th e  
term r e f e r r e d  to  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  unemployed as  well  
a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  c u t  in  wages.
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5 -6  J e U a ip n
In the  c o u rs e  o f  the  e x p lo s iv e  advance o f  N a t io n a l  
S o c i a l i s a ,  th e  eovement had absorbed s i g n i f i c a n t  su p p o r t
f r o a  seemingly  a l l  g rou p s .  The C a th o l i c s  of  Germany, 
however, had proven r e l a t i v e l y  mere r e s i s t a n t  t c  the  a p p e a l s  
of th e  NSDAP than  any o th e r  group.  This  r e l a t i v e  C a th o l i c  
r e s i s t a n c e  had a c t u a l l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  with time between 1928 
and J u l y  1932 as  th e  d a ta  i n  c h a p t e r s  I I I  and IV have 
r e v e a l e d .
A p p a re n t ly ,  C a th o l ic i sm  p rov ided  i t s  a d h e re n t s  w i th  a 
s t r o n g e r  r e p e l l a n t  a g a i n s t  N a t iona l  s o c i a l i s t  a p p ea ls  than 
did o t h e r  f a c t o r s ,  such as  s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  a s  dem ons tra ted  
with t h e  d a t a  p r e s e n te d  e a r l i e r .  There  was l i t t l e  in  
C a th o l i c  " p h i lo s o p h y "  t h a t  would c l e a r l y  guide  a C a th o l i c  to  
r e j e c t  Nazism (or  to  embrace i t ) ; i t  was r a t h e r  the  s o c i a l  
i n t e g r a t i o n  of  the  C a th o l i c  community t h a t  was d i f f i c u l t  to  
p e n e t r a t e  by any non-Catfaolic  f c r c e ,  whether p o l i t i c a l  o r  
r e l i g i o u s .  As Emile Dcrkheim found in  h i s  s t u d j  on s u i c i d e ,
C a th o l i c  communities were s o c i a l l y  c o h es iv e  and
i n t r a s u p p o r t i v e , c o n seq u en t ly  e x t r a c t i n g  a g r e a t  de a l  of  
c o n f o r m i t y . 32#
325 I b i d . .  p. 207.
3Z6 Emile Durkheim*s s tudy  held  s u i c i d e  t o  vary i n v e r s e l y  
with t h e  d eg ree  of  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  Consequently ,  
"when s o c i e t y  i s  s t r o n g l y  i n t e g r a t e d ,  i t  h o ld s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  under i t s  c o n t r o l . "  Durkheim, Su i c i d e  (New 
l o r k :  The Free  P r e s s ,  1897 and 1951) ,  p .  20S.
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The s t r o n g  C a th o l i c  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  C a th o J ic  p a r t i e s ,  
c h i e f l y  t h e  zentrum and th e  EVP, was an o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  
e x p re s s io n  o f  t h i s  s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  This  C a th o l i c  
p o l i t i c a l  l o y a l t y  had good h i s t o r i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  vhich  
p robab ly  s t r e n g th e n e d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  even i E  t h e  Weimar 
e r a .
The C a th o l i c  church was an a u t h o r i t a r i a n  bcdy to  which 
i t s  members n c r n a l l y  l e n t  a s t r o n g  sense  of l c y a l t y .  The 
p o l i t i c a l  pronouncements o f  i t s  o f f i c i a l s  must t h e r e f o r e  
have been of  some consequence f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  b ehav iour  of  
C a th o l i c  v o t e r s .  The C a th o l i c  church  had not made c l e a r  i t s  
assessm ent  of the  f a s c i s t  movement u n t i l  b e fo r e  the  l a s t  
e l e c t i o n  when th e  b ish op s  had i s s u e d  a s t a te m e n t  u rg ing  
t h e i r  a d h e r e n t s  to  vo te  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  whose proven 
c h a r a c t e r  and a t t i t u d e s  gave ev idence  o f  t h e i r  concern f o r  
the  r i g h t s  of  t h e  c h u r c h . 327 The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  b ishops had 
not  e x p l i c i t l y  mentioned th e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s  became an 
argument of C a th o l i c  N a z i s .  There was l e s s  than  open 
h o s t i l i t y  from th e  C a th o l i c  church towards the  FSDAE.
Of s i m i l a r  importance  f o r  the p o l i t i c a l  behaviour  of 
C a t h o l i c s  was the  a t t i t u d e  of th e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s '  
l e a d e r s h i p s  towards the  NSDAP. In  the  l a t e  summer of  1932 
the  Zentrum had p u b l i c l y  c o n s id e re d  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a 
c o a l i t i o n  government with th e  NSDAP. In  f a c t ,  the  Zentrum 
had demanded th e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  NSDAP as a c o n d i t i o n
327 C h i ld s ,  Qe r j a n y _ s i c c e  1918, p. 62-
328 Sew, York T in e s . 13 August 1932, p. 9 : 1 .
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of t h e i r  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a new governm ent .328
The Zentrum had opposed the  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  the  f ie ichs tag  
i n  t h e  hope of forming a c o a l i t i o n  government with  th e  Nazis 
t h a t  would command a p a r l i a m e n ta r y  m a j o r i t y . 329 In  
c o n s i d e r i n g  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  c o a l i t i o n  with  t h e  NSDAP t h e  
Zentrum l e n t  l e g i t im a c y  t o  th e  Nazis.  In  c o x t r a s t  to  t h e  
2entrum, the  p a r t i e s  o f  t h e  l e f t  s to o d  a s  the c l e a r e s t  
o pponen ts  t o  the  H i t l e r  movement among th e  Heimar p a r t i e s .  
There could  not  have keen any s e r i o u s  s u g g e s t io n  of  t h e i r  
c o a l e s c i n g  with t h e  NSEAP, or  v ic e  v e r s a .
The c o a l i t i o n  a t t e m p t  f a i l e d . 330 The f a i l u r e  had 
r e s u l t e d  frcm th e  dead lock  between P r e s id e n t  von Hindenburg 
and th e  Zentrum over th e  l a t t e r ' s  demand c f  Nazi 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 331 H i t l e r ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  n e g o t i a t e  with 
the  Zentrum had fo l low ed  months of innumerab le  campaign 
speech es  i n  which H i t l e r  had c h a r a c t e r i s e d  such n e g o t i a t i o n s  
as an i m p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  p a r t y . 332
Given t h e  s t r o n g  Zentrum a t t a c k s  on th e  NSDAE as  r e c e n t l y  
as e a r l y  i n  1932, why had th e  p a r ty  i n s i s t e d  on Nazi c a b i n e t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a few months l a t e r ?  The C a t h c l i c  camp in  
Germany, and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  Zentrum p a r t y ,  was d i v i d e d . 333
329 New York l i n e s . 18 August 1932, p. 6 : 2 .
330 New York Times. 25 August 1932, p. 4 :1 ;  26 August 1932,
p. 1 :4 .
331 New York Times. 13 August 1932, p. 9 : 1 .
332 New Tork Times. 2 September 1932, p. 4 :3 .  This  a r t i c l e
had a l s o  r e p o r t e d  a new round of Zentrum-NSDAP
n e g o t i a t i o n s .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
262
The n e g o t i a t i o n s  were proposed  by th e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  th e  
Zentrum b a t  had p robab ly  no t  en joyed  t h e  unanimous su p p o r t  
of  t h e  p a r t y .  Plum s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a double view of  the  NSDAP 
e x i s t e d  in  th e  Zentrum, one of which reg a rd ed  t h e  NSDAP as a 
b a s i c a l l y  s e n s i b l e  p a r ty  with  which i t  was p o s s i b l e  to 
c o o p e r a t e ,  assuming t h a t  th e  Nazis* extreme s u p p o r t e r s  would 
l o s e  t h e i r  r a d i c a l i s m  once t h e y  were c o n f ro n te d  with t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  gov e rnm en t .33* Bhatever  had teen  t h e  
a c t u a l  r e a s o n ,  th e  Z en trum 's  i n s i s t e n c e  on NSIAP c o a l i t i o n  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  c ou ld  on ly  have undermined C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  
to  t h e  NSDAP. This a l s o  shows t h a t  th e  c o n f l i c t  w i th in  th e  
p a r ty  was one over  group c o n t r o l  and n e t  one over 
i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .
There had been s i g n i f i c a n t  c l e r i c a l  o p p o s i t io n  t o  t h e  
Nazi movement. The i i p o r t a n t  C a th o l i c  weekly p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
Per Gerade Beg {The S t r a i g h t  Bead) , had r e g u l a r l y  a t t a c k e d  
the  NSDAP. By J u ly  1932, a f t e r  i t  had d e c la re d  t h a t  "Nazism 
i s  a p l a g u e , "  t h e  NSDAP succeeded i n  conv inc ing  Munich 
p o l i c e  t h a t  th e  p u b l i c a t i o n  had v i o l a t e d  a s t a t u t e  on 
freedom of the  p r e s s .  Before  t h e  March 1933 e l e c t i o n  one of 
the two e d i t o r s  of  Per Gerade Beg. F a th e r  N a a t ,  had aga in  
condemned t h e  NSDAP and d e c l a r e d  t h a t  "we go t o  t h e  p o l l s  to  
vo te  f o r  p a r t i e s  which promise  a C h r i s t i a n  s o c i a l  o r d e r :  th e  
BVP and t h e  Zentrum p a r t y . "  The f a t e  of  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ' s
3 3 3  plum, S e g e l l s c f a a f t s s t r u k t u t  una P o l i t i s c h es_Bewuss tse in
in  e i n e r  k a th o l i s c h e n  Beoion 1928-1933.  p. 37.
33* i b i d . .  p. 207.
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two e d i t o r s  p rov ided  ev idence  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  with which 
the  Nazis viewed t h e i r  o p p o s i t i o n :  Dr. G e r l i c h  was p a t  to
d ea th  a t  Dachau i n  1934; f a t h e r  Naab f l e d  t h e  c c u a t r y . 335
The P r o t e s t a n t  church l e a d e r s  had made on ly  eq u iv o c a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  cn p a r ty  p o l i t i c s .  On 24 Noveiber 1932 a 
P r o t e s t a n t  church committee convened to  c o n s id e r  t h e  
q u e s t io n  o f  " th e  r e l a t i o n  o f  the  Church t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  novements ."  The committee a l lowed i t s e l f  much 
t ime t o  answer t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  q u e s t i o n  s i n c e  i t s  menhers had 
a p p a r e n t ly  developed many d i f f e r e n t  o p i n io n s .  No f i n a l  
p o s i t i o n  was adopted b e fo re  H i t l e r  had become C h a n c e l l o r . 336
Gerhard Schulz c h a r a c t e r i s e s  th e  NSDAP*s p ro sp e c t s  of 
r e c e i v i n g  new C a th o l i c  su p p o r t  in  th e  l a s t  months of t h e  
fieimar Republ ic  as  only  l i m i t e d ,  g iven  th e  s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  
s t r o n g  p o l i t i c a l  c lo s e d - n e s s  o f  t h e  C hu rch - lo ya l  C a th o l i c s  
and th e  u n i te d  s t a n d  of  th e  C h u rc h .337 He now t u r n  to th e  
e l e c t i o n  d a t a  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t o  what e x t e n t  th e  l im i te d  NSDAP 
p r o s p e c t s  had been r e a l i s e d .  Table 61 p r e s e n t s  t h e  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  the  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between th e  NSDAP v o te s  
and the  C a t h o l i c s .
The NSDAP vote  change c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  th e  November 1932 
e l e c t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP had made i t s  h e av ie r  
l o s s e s  i n  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s .  As a r e s u l t  t h e  c o n f e s s io n a l
33« I b i d . .  pp. 35-7.
33« Gerhard S c h u lz ,  ; f iR se
und R ev o lu t io n  i n Deutschland {F rankfur t  am Main;
P ropy laen ,  1975), p. 695.
337 I b i d . .  p.  701.
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Table  6 1 ; C o r r e l a t i o n s  between p a r t y  vote  and 
C a t h o l i c s ,  Bovemhsr 1932-1933
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc en ta g e  changes of v o tes  
1932/32 th rough  1932/33, and p e rc en ta g e  v o te s  
November 1932 th rough 1933 of  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t i e s ,  
v i t h  p e rc e n ta g e  C a t h o l i c .
NSDAP KPD SPD ZP
Schange 1932/32 .54 - . 2 0  .2 4  - .  17
November 1932 - . 6 9  - . 2 7  - . 6 5  .94
Xchange 1932/33 .43 - . 0 3  .  36 - . 8 1
Harch 1933 - . 5 5  - . 3 2  - . 6  1 .9 3
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f ro a
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  933 < N < 936-
c le a v a g e  o f  the  oovement's  su p p o r t  narrowed somewhat 
compared t o  th e  e l e c t i o n  of Ju ly  1932, a s  i n d i c a t e d  by the  
s t i l l  s t r o n g l y  n e g a t iv e  c c r r e l a t i o n  value  of  - . 6 9 .  Nhile i t  
Bust be borne i n  mind t h a t  the  November e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t  had 
p o in te d  to  a p o s s ib l e  l o s s  o f  a b s o l u t e  sup p o r t  fo r  the  NSDAP
  v o t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  had a l s o  dropped   t h e  p a r ty  *s
c o n f e s s i o n a l  performance  sugg es ted  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP had 
reached  a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  with t h e  C a t h o l i c s .
T h is  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  s t r e n g th e n e d  with t h e  NSDAP*s 1933 
r e s u l t :  t h e  vo t in g  change c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  .43  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t
the  NSDAP had ga ined  more new s u p p o r t e r s  among C a th o l i c s
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than among P r o t e s t a n t s .  That t h i s  had in d ee d  occurred  i s  
f u r t h e r  d e m o n s t ra te d  ty th e  breakdown o f  t h e  NSDAP vo te  
a cco rd ing  to  t h e  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  C a t h o l i c s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
K re is e . i n  T a t l e  62.
From t h e  breakdown i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  NSEAP had made 
i t s  most im p r e s s iv e  g a in s  in  t h e  a r e a s  i n  which more than  
seven ty  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t i o n  were C a t h o l i c s .  The very 
h ig h e s t  Nazi g a in s  came in  th o s e  communities in  which a 
minimum of n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  were C a t h o l i c ;  with  
a ga in  in  su p p o r t  of more than e ig h t e e n  p e r c e r t  the NSDAP 
a b so rp t io n  of  s u b s t a n t i a l  C a th o l i c  su p p o r t  i s  beyond 
g u e s t io n .
The breakdown of  th e  NSDAP’s  November c h a n g e - in - v o te  
r e v e a l s  t h a t  th e  movement had encoun tered  t h e i r  most acu te  
November l o s s e s  i n  th e  P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s ,  a sh a rp  r e v e r s a l  of  
t h e i r  g r e a t  g a in s  in  t h e s e  communities i n  J u l y  1932. The 
n e a r ly  l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  November vote  
p e rcen tag e  l o s s e s  and p e rc en ta g e  o f  C a t h o l i c s  su g g e s t s  t h a t  
the  movement had b e n e f i t t e d  from an e r o s i o n  of  C a th o l i c  
r e s i s t a n c e  t h a t  had a l r e a d y  begun and t h a t  was a c c e l l e r a t e d  
i n t o  1933 and t h e  Harch e l e c t i o n .  The NSEAP movement 
p icked up new s u p p o r t e r s  in  t h e  most h e a v i ly  C a th o l i c  a r e a s  
a t  n e a r l y  tw ice  i t s  Beich mean.
The C a t h o l i c - P r o t e s t a n t  c leav a g e  narrowed d r a m a t i c a l ly  
between J u l y  1932 and Harch, t h e  NSDAP e v o lv in c  from a mass 
movement t h a t  e x h i b i t e d  a l a r g e l y  P r o t e s t a n t  p r o f i l e  to  one
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T able  6 2 ; P a t t y  vote  vs .  C a t h o l i c s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s  
November 1932-1933
Breakdown, p e rc e n ta g e  changes  of  vo tes  
1932/32 th rough 19 22/33 and p e rc e n ta g e  
v o t e s  November 1932 th rough  1933 of the  
NSDAP and the  KPD, with p e rc e n ta g e  C a t h o l i c .
NSDAP
______ ______ ______
change November change Hatch
32/3 2 1932 32/33 1933
flean - 4 .0 4 34.59 12.22 45.18
0-55 Cath -5.7C 42-74 10.80 51.00
05. 1-10 - 5 .8 8 39. 12 10.95 47.91
10.1-20 -4 .6 4 38.96 10.47 47.95
20.1-30 - 3 . 9  8 42.65 9.34 51 .70
30 .1-40 -3 .8 2 39.29 9.30 48.22
40 .1 -50 - 2 .7 7 35.06 9.66 44.72
50 .1-60 -2 -50 29.70 10. 19 39.88
60. 1-70 -2 .3 7 29.53 9.85 39 .38
70. 1-80 -1 .6 5 25.26 11.78 37.04
80. 1-90 - 1 .6 6 22.43 13.33 35.76
90. 1-100 - 1 .7 4 19.42 18.51 37.93
ETA . 552 .700 .561 .554
(N=936) (936) {879) {879)
KPD
change November change Match
32/3 2 1932 32/33 1923
I Mean 2.03 12.64 - 3 .9 8 8.64
I 0-5* Cath 2. 16 14.19 - 3 .8 7 10.28
I 05 .1-10 2.38 14.86 - 4 . 0 9 10.76
| 10. 1-20 2-78 15. 17 - 4 .3 7 10.80
{ 20 .1-30 2.07 11.26 - 3 .5 8 7.68
| 30. 1-40 1.97 11.41 - 3 . 5 4 7 .87
| 40 .1 -50 1.75 13.46 - 4 .0 2 9.43
| 50. 1-60 2.01 13.48 - 4 .4 5 9.03
| 60. 1-70 2. 12 11.24 - 3 . 6 6 7.58
| 70. 1-80 1.08 9.34 - 3 . 3 6 5.98
| 80 .1-90 1.93 10.84 - 4 .3 7 6.47
| 90 .1-100 1.44 9.07 - 4 .0 7 4.99
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ETA .257 .293 . 137 .3 34
(N=935) (935) (933) (934)
SED
change Hovesber change Nacch
1 32/3 2 1932 32/33 1933
j Mean -C.87 18.05 *
CMI 15.87
I 0-5* Cath - 0 .8 5 23.54 -2 .9 6 20.58
| 05 .1-10 - 1 .5 0 23.99 - 2 .9 3 21.01
i 10. 1-20 - 1 .7 7 22.64 - 2 .3 0 2 €.34
I 20 .1-30 -  1.33 19.52 - 2 .2 9 17.22
| 30 .1-40 -1 .4 3 17.28 - 1 .5 8 15.69
J 40. 1-50 - 0 .7 7 14.57 - 1 .3 4 13.23
| 50.1-60 -1 .3 1 14.78 -1 .2 3 13.55
4 60. 1-70 - 0 .6 0 11.56 - 1 .  15 10.41
I 70. 1-80 -0 .4 3 10.11 - 1 .5 3 8.58
| 80 .1-90 - 0 .4 1 10.72 - 1 .0 9 9.63
| 90.1-100 - 0 .0 1 8.52 - 1 .3 5 7.17
J ETA .319 .656 .394 .609










Mean - 0 . 4  1 19.64 i to i X: 17.29
0-5* Cath - 0 .  16 0.S7 -0 .0 5 0.92
05. 1-10 -0 .2 6 2-85 -0 -0 9 2.76
10.1-20 - 0 .2 5 6 .62 -0 .2 2 6.40
20. 1-30 - 0 .2 3 12.74 -0 .6 6 12.07
30. 1-40 - 0 .3 2 18.38 - 0 .8 4 17.54
40 .1-50 - 0 .8 8 25.42 - 1 .2 1 24.21
50. 1-60 - 0 .7 3 30.13 - 1 .7 7 28.36
60. 1-70 -0 .9 8 37.78 - 2 .5 9 35.18
70. 1-80 -0 .3 8 46.05 - 4 .4 6 41.59
80.1-90 - 1 . 1 1 47.24 - 5 .4 0 41.84









Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 6 8
t h a t  drew i t s  s u p p o r t  from C a t h o l i c s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I t  must , 
however, be r e n b e r e d  t h a t  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  su p p o r t  in  Harch 
cane from t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  comm unit ies ,  some o f  which gave t h e  
movement a b s o l u t e  m a j o r i t i e s .
While t h e  Zentrum vote was remarkably s t a b l e  th roughout  
most o f  th e  Weimar e r a ,  the  breakdown of th e  p a r t y ' s  l o s s e s  
in  t h e  Harch 1933 e l e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  r e l a t i v e l y  heavy l o s s e s  
i n  the  communities with  t h e  h ig h e s t  p r o p o r t io n s  of 
C a t h o l i c s .  Ihese  were th e  ve ry  communities in which th e  
NSDAP had made t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  advances in  Harch. I t  i s  
p o s s ib l e  t h a t  some Zentrum s u p p o r t e r s  had sw i tc h ed  t h e i r  
v o te s  to  t h e  NSDAP; the  i n t e r - e l e c t i o n  vo te  s h i f t  d a t a ,  in  
s e c t i o n  5 . 8 ,  p ro v id e  evidence f o r  such a development having 
o c c u r r e d .  Plum n o te s  t h a t  one p a r t  o f  t h e  v o t e r s  who 
d e s e r t e d  t h e  Zentrum switched t h e i r  vo te  d i r e c t l y  to  t h e  
NSDAP.338
With th e  fo rm id ab le  NSDAP g a in s  in  the  h e a v i ly  C a th o l i c  
a r e a s  t h e  movement c l e a r l y  had c o n v er ted  C a th o l i c  su p p o r t .  
They had managed to  do s o ,  pe rpaps  to some e x te n t  from 
p e r s u a s io n ,  c e r t a i n l y  from p o l i t i c a l  i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  anu from 
the  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of  C a th o l i c  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  While 
the  C a th o l i c  community was s t i l l  h ig h ly  s o c i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d ,  
in Durkheim 's  s e n s e ,  the  p o l i t i c a l  s p l i t  i n  th e  C a th o l i c  
community i n  g e n e r a l ,  and w i th in  the  Zentrun p a r ty  in  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  had widened in  t h e  l a s t  months o f  th e  Weimar
338 Plum, G e s e l l s c h a f t s s t r u k t u r  und n o l i t i s c h e s Eewusstse in
in  e i n e r  k a th o l i s c h e n  Beoion 1928-1933. p. 35.
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e r a .  The l a s t  p r e - e l e c t i o n  ev idence  o f  t h i s  came with t h e  
announcement by Bruning t h a t  h i s  Zentrum p a r ty  would f i g h t  
any a t tem p t  to  overthrow th e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and e s t a b l i s h  a 
d i c t a t o r s h i p . 339
The p a r t i e s  o f  th e  l e f t  l e s t  in  a l l  a r e a s  i n  March. 
C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  towards  th e  KPD was, howevei,  lower than  
t h a t  towards  t h e  SPD. Hunt a rgues  t h a t  in  the  even t  of 
C a th o l i c s  s t r a y i n g  from t h e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s ,  they  were sore  
l i k e l y  to  sup po r t  a p o l i t i c a l  c u r r e n t  t h a t  would have,  i n  
common with C a t h o l i c i s a ,  a Weltanschauung. Such a 
t o t a l i t a r i a n  world o u t l o o k .  Hunt c o n t i n u e s ,  was o f f e r e d  by 
the  KPD and th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movewent. Hunt 
a p p a r e n t ly  does not c o n s i d e r  the  SPD to  be such a p a r t y ,  
d e s p i t e  i t s  s t i l l  M arxis t  c r e d e n t i a l s . 390 The NSDAP was a 
Weltanschauung movement. Plum argues  t h a t  in  1932 the  NSDAP 
made "use  of  t h a t  p a r t  of  C a th o l i c  p o l i t i c a l  th o u g h t  t h a t  
was de termined  by w e l ta n sc h a u l i c h e n  c a t e g o r i e s . 341
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  months o f  the  Heimar 
f i e p u t l i c  t h e  NSDAP had managed to  win new C a th o l i c  su p p o r t  
d e s p i t e  i t s ,  i n  Schulz*s  a s s e s s m e n t , 342 l i m i t e d  p o t e n t i a l  
to  do so .
339 New York Times. 3 March 1933, p .  5s6.  This  announcement 
fo l low ed weeks o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  with th e  NSDAP.
349 As wes noted i n  C hap te r  I I I ,  s e c t i o n  3 . 6 ,  Burnham 
c o n s i d e r s  th e  SPD to  have been a c o n f e s s io n a l  p a r t y .
341 Plum, g e ^ g l l s s h a f t s s t r uktur_ufld_ po l i fc isches  Bewusstsein  
i n _ e l n e i _ k a i b g l i s c t e n  Beg jpp  1928-1933. p. 206.
342 Schulz ,  Au f s t i e g  des N a t io n a l s o z i a l i s m u s . p.  701.
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1= 2 T h e  H e g i o n s
In  t h e  November 1932 e l e c t i o n  t h e  NSDAP l o s t  mote su p p o r t  i n  
the  n o r t h e r n  t w o - t h i r d s  of  th e  cou n try  than  e l s e w h e re ,  as  
i n d i c a t e d  by Table  63.
T ab le  6 3 : NSDAP vo te  vs .  r e g i o n s ,  p e rc e n ta g e s
November 1932-1933
Breakdown, p e rc e n t a g e  changes of  vo tes  
1932/32 th rough 1922/33 and p e rcen tag e
v o te s November 1932 through 1933I of the
NSDAP, by r e g i o n .
Change November Change Harch
32/32 1932 32/33 1933
Bean - 3 .9 7 34.63 12.06 46.68
East -5 .7 1 38.60 12.00 50.60
E as t  so u th e a s t  -4 .7 0 37.77 10.96 48.73
North - 6 . 0  4 40.48 9.29 49.77
The Buhr -3 .  07 23. 10 11. 55 34 .65
Nest -1 .0 6 40.66 8.04 48.70
South - 1 .8 0 29.48 15.30 44.73
ETA .447 -385
(N=982) (980)
These were th e  a r e a s  where t h e  NSDAP had ga ined  much of  
i t s  new su p p o r t  i n  t h e  p reced ing  J u l y  1932 e l e c t i o n .  But 
t h i s  t im e  th e  Buhr d i s t r i c t ,  i n  which th e  NSDAP had recorded 
i t s  ‘’smallest** gain  i n  J u l y  1932, j o in e d  the p a r ty » s  s l i g h t  
n a t i o n a l  r e t r e a t .
Bennecke a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP's November l o s s e s  had 
predom inan t ly  o c c u r re d  in  t h e  farm ing  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c o u n t ry .
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and cn ly  t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  in  c l e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s . 343 
While t h e  p r e s e n t  r e g i o n a l  d a ta  can on ly  p r o v id e  a s n a i l  
c lu e  i n  a d d r e s s in g  t h i s  a s s e r t i o n ,  t h e  breakdown of  t h e  
farming v o t e ,  a s  shewn i n  s e c t i o n  5 . 4 ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
E ennecke 's  a s s e r t i o n  i s  i n c o r r e c t .
With th e  NSDAP's Noventer l o s s e s  t h e  movement's r e g i o n a l  
c le av a g e  narrow ed,  as  i n d i c a t e d  ty th e  lower ETA v a lu e .  The 
s h r i n k i n g  of  th e  r e g i o n a l  c leav a g e  co n t inued  w i th  the  harch 
1937 r e s u l t ,  which was t o  be expec ted  in  t h a t  the  n o v e a e n t ' s  
vote had t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of a l a n d s l i d e .  In  the  e a s t  th e  
movement o b t a i n e d  an a b s o lu te  a a j o r i t y  and came c lo s e  to  
t h a t  i n  t h r e e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .
The na rrow ing  of  the  r e g i o n a l  c le a v a g e  i s  b e s t  
e x e m p l i f i e d  by th e  s o u t h .  I n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n t ry ,  
which had been the  NSDAP's second weakest  r e g io n  s i n c e  1930, 
the  aovement made i t s  g r e a t e s t  advance.  This was c o n s i s t e n t  
with t h e  e r o s i o n  o f  C a th o l i c  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  r e s i s t a n c e  to  
the  NSDAP, th e  sou th  having been th e  oos t  h e a v i l y  C a th o l ic  
r e g io n .
The sh a rp  r e v e r s a l  o f  th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  advance 
a f t e r  an e x p l o s i v e  development  i n t o  a mass movement i n  l e s s  
than f o u r  y e a r s  has puzz led  many s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  In t h e  
e a s t ,  both  th e  d e c l i n e  and t h e  r e v i v a l  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  
ex treme.  S ince  the  r e g i o c a l  c le av a g e  s im u l t a n e o u s ly  sh runk ,  
the  NSDAP's l o s s e s  might have r e p r e s e n te d  th e  >ost v o l a t i l e
343 flennecke examines a g g re g a te  d a ta  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  
■EQli t i scber-Badika l igBUs. p .  142.
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p a r t  of NSDAP s u p p o r t e r s .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP s u f f e r e d  
i t s  " h e a v i e s t "  l o s s e s  i n  November 1932 where they had made 
t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  g a in s  i n  J u ly  1932, l e n d s  f u r t h e r  ev idence  to  
t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  However, i t  o u s t  be remembered t h a t  
th e  NSDAP d e c l i n e  was q u i t e  s o a l l ,  and t h a t  s u e t  a temporary 
s e tb a c k  i s  not  unusual  even fo r  a l a r g e  movement.
5 - J  I n t e ^ e ^ e c t iQ p .  vo t e _ g h i f t s
The very s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  between th e  DNVP sa in  and th e  
NSDAP l o s s ,  i n  Table 6 4 ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  exchange of 
v o te s  with the  NSDAP had o c c u r red  a l l  hut  e x c l u s i v e l y  with 
t h e  o ld  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  c f  the  DNVP.
The DNVP had a l s o  f i g u r e d  p r o a i n e n t l y  in  exchanges cf  
v o te s  with the  NSDAP in  p r e v io u s  e l e c t i o n s ;  i n  1930 the  two 
p a r t i e s  had y i e ld e d  a c o e f f i c i e n t  nea r ly  a s  s t ro n g  as in  
November 1932. In  J u ly  1932 th e  DNVP had a sharp  middle 
c l a s s  p r o f i l e  which was s t r e n g th e n e d  f u r t h e r  fo l lo w in g  t h e i r  
a c q u i s i t i o n  of ex-NSDAP s u p p o r t e r s  in  November. The p a r ty  
a l s o  became "more" P r o t e s t a n t  and u r h a n . 344
C o n v e rse ly ,  t h e  NSEAP was i n  November 1932 " l e s s "  middle 
c l a s s  than  in  J u l y ,  " l e s s "  P r o t e s t a n t  and m arg ina l ly  " l e s s "  
u rban .  These f i n d i n g s  lend  f u r t h e r  ev idence  t o  t h e  
c o n v ers io n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the two p a r t i e s .
344 The November 1932 DNVP v o te  y i e l d s  a middle c l a s s  
c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  . 2 3  ( the  v a lu e  f o r  J u l y ,  be fo re  i t s  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  former NSDAP s u p p o r t e r s ;  . 1 8 ) ;  working 
c l a s s  - . 2 3  ( - . 2 5 ) ;  fa rm ers  - . 2 3  { . 0 1 ) ;  urban .11 (
.05) ; P r c t e s t a n t  .57  ( =52);  C a th o l i c  - . 5 6  ( - . 5 1 ) .
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T ab le  64 :  I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  v o te  s h i f t s ,  Noveater 1932 -
1933
Pearson c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n ta g e  change 
of  v o te s  o f  p a r t i e s  with  p e rc e n ta g e  ch a rge  
of v o te s  o f  p a r t i e s ,  J u l y  1932 to  Noveater 1932.
DNVP change with 
change i n :
NSEAP - . 6 5  
BPDBS - . 0 9  
SPD - . 0 6
DSE - . 0 6  
ZP - . 0 0
KPD change with 
change i n :
SPD - . h i
NSDAP - . 2 2
ZP - . 0 6
DSP .00
RPDNS .00
DVP change w i th  
change in :
ChSVC change with  
change i n :
LL change with 
change i n :
NSDAP - .3 9 SPD - . 1 7 ZP - .  14
SPD - . 1 6 NSDAP - . 1 3 DSP - . 0 5
ZP - . 1 0 ZP - .  10 BPDNS .00
EPDNS .03 RPDNS .03 SPD . 11
ESP .04 DSP .23 NSDAP .22
Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in the  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f roa
c o e f f i c i e n t  t o  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  816 < N < S63.
P e r c e n ta g e  g a i n s :  DNVP 2 .23 ;  KPD 2 .06 ;  Land- 
l i s t e  . 6 5 ;  DVP .4 7 ;
C h r i s t i a n  S o c ia l  P e o p l e ' s  S e r v ic e  ( P r o t e s t a n t s )  .15
P e r c e n ta g e  l o s s e s :  NSDAP - 3 . 9 4 ;  SPD - 0 . 8 8 ;  Z£ - 0 .3 0 ;  
SPD - 0 . 0 9 ;  BPDNS - 0 . 0 7 ;  
t u r n o u t  -
K e l e ' s  c o n c lu s io n  ----  reached  by an assuaed
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  of  a g g re g a te  vo te  changes betweer p a r t i e s  -----
t h a t  c o s t  Nazi l o s s e s  were abso rbed  by the  INVP and th e
3*s Kele ,  Na z i s  and B o rk e rs . p. 208.
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DVP3** was bcrne  o a t ,  a l th o u g h  th e  r e l a t i v e  s i z e  of v o te s  
i t  r e c e i v e d  in  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  vas sm all -  The s t r o n g
c o e f f i c i e n t  con f i rm s  t h a t  a t r a n s a c t i o n  d id  o c c c r .
The c o n c l u s i o n s  of f l i l a t z  and Bracher ------  aga in  formed
from a g g re g a te  d a ta   t h a t  the  KPD g a in s  mere a t  t h e
expense of t h e  SPD3** a r e  a l s o  confi rm ed .  C h i ld s  contends  
t h a t  th e  r i g h t  wing p a r t i e s  were winning back t h e i r  middle 
c l a s s  f o l l o w e r s  who had been d i s t u r b e d  by the  " lu r c h  to  t h e  
l e f t "  j u s t  b e fo re  t h e  November e l e c t i o n . 3*7 He might have 
had i n  mind th e  NSDAP su p p o r t  c f  t h e  u n o f f i c i a l  t r a n s p o r t  
s t r i k e .  The NSEAP working c l a s s  va lue  d id  "improve" (from 
- . 1 6  to  - . 1 3 ,  above,  s e c t i o n  5 . 1 ) ,  a l th o u g h  i t  was
accompanied by a "drop"  i n  i t s  middle c l a s s  v a l u e .
Although many a u th o r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  d e c l in e  in  t u r n o u t  
c o n t r i b u t e d  to th e  KSDAP d e c l i n e , 3*8 the  d a ta  o f  t h e
p r e s e n t  s tu d y  do no t  s u p p o r t  such  an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  There 
i s  a c o r r e l a t i o n  of  only  .05 between th e  change in  the  NSDAP 
vote (d ec l in e )  and t h e  change in  v o te r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
(d ec l in e )  ----  a l a r g e l y  n e g l i g i b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The KPD
y i e l d s  a .06 c o r r e l a t i o n  between i t s  change in  vote
3*6 N i l a t z ,  "Das Ende d e r  P a r t e i e n  im S p ie g e l  de r  Hahlen 
1930 b i s  1933," H a t th i a s  and Horsey, Das Ende de r  
Eflrteien_-1933. p .  785; B racher ,  Die l u f l c s u n a  de r
J j g j j a c e i - Eep g b l i k , p. 645-55 .
3* 7 C h i ld s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. 50.
p. 27; C h i l d s ,  Germany s i n c e  1918. p. 5 0 .  Beth a rgue
from a g g re g a t e  s h i f t s .  S t r i e f l e r  o b se rves  t h e  combined
v o te s  o f  DNVP, DVP, DSP, BPDKS, Landbund, p l u s  s p l i n t e r s
and n o n v o te r s  on one hand, a g a i n s t  th e  NSDAP vote  on th e
e t h e r .
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( inc rease )  and change in t u r n o u t  (dec l ine )  .
I f  t h e  drop i n  t u r n o u t  did cot account  f o r  much of  t h e  
NSDAP d e c l i n e ,  a g u e s t io n  can be posed c o n c e rn in g  t h e  
i d e n t i t y  o f  th o se  v o t e r s  vho dropped ou t  o f  th e  November 
e l e c t i o n . 349 I t  i s  p ro b ab le  t h a t  t h e s e  were n o t  the  same as  
t h e  n o n v o te r s  o f  1930 who vo ted  i n  J u ly  1932. I f  t h e r e  had 
been a s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  changes i n  the  NSDAP 
vote  and t u r n o u t ,  t h i s  c o u ld  s imply  have been taken t c  mean 
t h a t  t h o s e  who v o ted  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime in  J u l y ,  and who 
voted  f o r  t h e  NSDAP, withdrew from the  November e l e c t i o n ,  
and th u s  a l s o  withdrew t h e i r  v o te s  from th e  NSD1P.
An a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p la n a t i o n  has t o  be c o n s i d e r e d :  i t  i s
l i k e l y  t h a t  the  NSDAP Ju ly  v o t e r s  who withdrew t h e i r  a c t i v e  
su p p o r t  in  November did not do so by dropping o u t  of t h e  
e l e c t i o n ,  i . e . ,  c a u s in g  th e  lower t u r n o u t ,  but i n s t e a d  vo ted  
f o r  o th e r  p a r t i e s .  t h e  very  s t r o n g  Pearson v a lu e s  between 
the  DNVP and DVP changes ( i n c r e a s e s )  and NSDAP change 
(decrease)  p c in t  t o  t h i s ,  a s  do the  s t r o n g  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
between changes  ( i n c r e a s e s )  i n  KPD and C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e  
v o te s  with change ( i n c r e a s e )  in  t u r n o u t .  An a r i t h m e t i c  
e x e r c i s e  can  confirm the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  s c e n a r i o .  The 
lower t u r n o u t ,  t h e n ,  h u r t  p a r t i e s  o th e r  t h a n  t h e  N a t ion a l
349 In i n v e s t i g a t i n g  the  p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  mass 
unemployment, Jurgen  F a l t e r  f i n d s  a c o r r e l a t i o n  between 
t u r n o u t  and unemployment from 1932 t o  1933, y i e l d i n g  
Pearson c o e f f i c i e c t s  between .24 and .35 f o r  a l l  
e l e c t i o n s ;  t h e  h ig h e r  t h e  r a t e  of  unemployment in  t h e  
sm a l l  e l e c t i o n  d i s t r i c t s  (K r e i s e ) . t h e  h i c h e r  the  r a t e  
o f  v o t e r  t u r n o u t .  Jurgen  F a l t e r ,  ” " P o l i t i s c h e  
Konseguenmen von N a s s e n a r b e i t s l o s i g k e i t ,«  P o l i t i s c h e  
V i e r t e l i a h r e s s c h r i f t  (September 1984), t a b l e  2.
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S o c i a l i s t s .
The drop in v o te r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  cou ld  have teen  th e
r e s u l t  o f  a t o l e r a n c e  l i m i t  of e l e c t i o n s  having tee n  reached  
fo r  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  p o p u la t io n .  The f tcve i te r  p o l l  
was th e  t e n t h  p e l l  o f  t h e  y e a r .  The high t u r c o u t  in  Harch 
1933 o c cu r red  under i n t i m i d a t i o n ,  imminent G l e i c h s c h a l t u n q . 
and th e  prem ise  o f  t h a t  be ing  " t h e  e l e c t i o n  to  end a l l
e l e c t i o n s . " 3 s o
I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  Neimar e l e c t i o n ,  and f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e ,  t u r n o u t  p layed the  major p a r t  in  tfce NSDAP vote  
i n c r e a s e ,  a s  the  d a ta  cf  Table 65 s u g g e s t .
The Pearscn  c o e f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  change in tb e  NSDAP vo te  
and change i n  t u r n o u t  was a l l  c f  . 6 3 . 351 The i n c r e a s e  in  
t u r n o u t  appea rs  t o  have p layed th e  major p a r t  i x  th e  NSDAP*s 
rebound from November 1932 and th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  a
c o n c lu s iv e  t r iumph i n  Parch 1933.
The DNVP had u n t i l  1933 been th e  main p a r ty  with which 
the  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  exchanged v o t e r s .  H i th  th e  d e c l in e  
of th e  o ld  r i g h t  wing p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  wake of  t h e  Nazi su rg e ,  
preceded by the  same d im inu t ion  c f  the  middle, t h e  old DNVP
changed i t s  name t o  the  N a t iona l  C o a l i t i o n  o f  "E la ck ,  Bed
330 Hngenberg t o l d  DNVP-Stahlhelm r a l l y  t h a t  he expec ted  
"only  one more e l e c t i o n . "  New lo r k  Times. 12 February 
1933, p .  2 2 :1 .
334 This  i s  i n  l i n e  with I i p s e t * s  f i n d in g  c f  a .6
c o r r e l a t i o n  between growth of  NSDAP vo te  and in c r e a s e  of
t h e  e l e c t o r a t e .  l i p s e t ,  "•Fascism* -----  L e f t ,  B ig h t ,  and
C e n t e r , "  p. 152.
352 f l i l a t z ,  "Wahlen 1930 b i s  1933," p. 791. The German name 
had a c t u a l l y  been "Front  of  S t ru g g le "  fKamoffront)
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I Table  6 5 ; I n t e r - e l e c t i o n  vote  s h i f t s .  Noventer 1932 -  |
I 1933 i
j Pearson  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  p e rc e n t a g e  change |
j o f  v o t e s  of  p a r t i e s  with p e rcen tag e  change i
I o f  v o te s  o f  p a r t i e s ,  Noveiber 1932 -  1933. I
NSDAP change with  
change in :
ZP - .6 1
I I  - . 4 7
KPD - .2 0
DSP - .1 6
ChSVD - .1 5
NC - . 1 4
SPD - .1 3
DVP .10
| Note: E f f e c t i v e  N in th e  above t a b l e  v a r i e d  f ro a  I
| c o e f f i c i e n t  t c  c o e f f i c i e n t ;  795 < N < S19. |
j P e rc e n ta g e  g a in s :  NSDAP 12.16;  t u r n o u t  8.66 j
j P e rce n tag e  l o s s e s :  KPD - 4 . 0 0 ;  SPD - 2 . 1 5 ;  Zentrum j
| - 1 . 4 2 ;  DVP - 0 . 6 5 ;  L a n d l i s t e  - 0 . 4 4 ;  |
j N a t io n a l  C o a l i t i o n  Par ty  "B lack ,  Hhite  and Jed" - 0 .3 8 ;  J
j ChSVD ( C h r i s t i a n  S o c ia l  P e o p l e ' s  Serv ice )  - 0 . 2 1 ;  DSP j
I - 0 .  15 |
i__________________      i
and N h i t e . " 352 This  new grouping c o n t in u e d  t h e  slow d e scen t  
t h a t  t h e  s o l e  DNVP had begun.  In  c o n t r a s t  t o  pas t  y e a r s  i t  
played on ly  a sm a l l  p a r t  i n  r e l i n q u i s h i n g  s u p p o r t e r s  to  th e  
NSDAP.
r a t h e r  than N a t iona l  C o a l i t i o n .  Texts  in  E ng l ish  appear 
to  have s e t t l e d  on th e  l a t t e r .
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For th e  f i r s t  t i n e  the  NSDAP drew su p p o r t  from th e  former
b ack e rs  of th e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s  ----- th e  Zentrum a c t u a l l y
y ie ld e d  a g r e a t e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i t s  l o s t  s u p p o r t e r s  to  th e
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s  th a n  did any o f  t h e  o t h e r s .  The o t h e r  
s t r o n g l y  C a t h o l i c  p a r t y ,  t h e  L a n d l i s t e ,  was second i n  t h i s
r e s p e c t .  These two ----  t h e  Zentrum and the  l a n d l i s t e  -----
were t h e  only  p a r t i e s  whose v o t e s  produced p o s i t i v e
c o r r e l a t i o n s  with t h e  C a t h o l i c s .
T h is  o c c u r re d  under t h e  e r o s i o n  o f  C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  
towards the  NSDAP, d i s c u s se d  i n  s e c t i o n  5 . 6 .  P o l i t i c a l
C a th o l ic i sm  had weakened ----  th e  ev idence  cf  t h i s  was
c o n ta in e d  in  the  C a th o l i c  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  NSEAP vote  
i n c r e a s e  —  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  which lay  much with 
C a th o l i c  Church l e a d e r s  who, with  t h e i r  s t a t e s e n t  on p a r t y  
s u p p o r t ,  had withdraws t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  reccnm endat icn  to  
C a t h o l i c s  t o  vote  f o r  t h e  C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s .  The C a th o l i c  
Church was to  come t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  whether 
C a th o l i c  p a r t i e s  were s u p e r f l u o u s . 353 A f te r  t h e  l a s t
e l e c t i o n  t h e  Zentrum voted  f o r  the  Enabl ing  A c t . 354
These C a t h o l i c  c o n c e s s io n s  were made under p o l i t i c a l  
r e p r e s s i o n ,  i h i l e  t h e  l e f t  were c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e i r  
main enemies by th e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  t h e  a t t a c k  on 
C a th o l ic i sm  ----- c l e r i c a l  as wel l  as  p o l i t i c a l  ------ a p p ea rs  to
353 J o s e f  Becker ,  "Das Ende der Z e n t ru m s p a i t e i  und d i e  
P rob lem atik  des p o l i t i s c h e n  K a th o l i z i s m u s , "  Gotthard  
J a s p e r ,  e d . .  Von Heimar zu H i t l e r , p. 345.
a s* I b i d "  P* 344.
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have p roceeded  i n  a c t i o n  l a r g e l y  unaccompanied ty  words in  
e a r l y  1 9 3 3 . ass
The l e f t  were t h e  big l o s e r s .  The moderate SPE and KPD 
c o e f f i c i e n t s  a g a i n s t  the background of  t h e i r  s i z a b l e  l o s s e s  
may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a good p r o p o r t io n  o f  l e f t  s u p p o r t e r s  d id  
not  sw itch  over  to  t h e  NSEAP, bu t  e i t h e r  a b s t a i n e d ,  in  s p i t e  
of  t h e  h ig h  v o te r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e ,  or  voted f o r  
n o n f a s c i s t  p a r t i e s .  Eut even i f  l e s s  th an  h a l f  th e  e x - l e f t  
s u p p o r t e r s  c a s t  t h e i r  vo tes  f o r  the NSDAP, th e y  could  s t i l l  
have c o n t r i b u t e d  about  h a l f  of t h e  n e t  NSEAP gain  o f  
c o n v e r t e d  v o t e s .  The KPD, w i th  i t s  r e l a t i v e l y  weak 
c o e f f i c i e n t ,  n ig h t  have c o n t r i b u t e d  as many, ' d r  more, 
s u p p o r t e r s  t o  t h e  NSDAP a s  th e  Zentrum, whose vote produces 
a very  s t r o n g  c o e f f i c i e n t .
as* The H i t l e r  regime had so u gh t  to  e l i m in a t e  a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  
and c r i t i c i s m .  C a th o l i c  g roups ,  however, o f t e n  a t t a c k e d  
th e  t h r e a t  o f  a Nazi d i c t a t o r s h i p .  The New fo rk  Times.
16 February  1933, p. 13:1.
The Nazis had i n j u r e d  e leven  in  an a t t a c k  on a parade 
by t h e  P a l a t i n a t e  Guard, a Zentrum group, a f t e r  a speech 
by Bruning of  the  Zentrum d e p lo r in g  th e  p o l i t i c a l
s i t u a t i o n  in  so u th e rn  Germany. New Yor k Times. 22 
February  1933, p.  1 :2 .
The Nazi regime had sought  to  calm C a t h o l i c s  a f t e r  
many p r o t e s t s  o f  SA i n v a s io n s  o f  C a th o l i c  m ee t ings .  New 
Tork T i n e s . 23 February  1933, p .  8 :1 .
Meetings o f  a l l  non-Nazi o r g a n i s a t i c r s  had been
banned and on ly  government spokesmen had been p e rm i t te d  
to  use  th e  r a d i o .  New lo r k  Times.  26 February  1933, p. 
17 :1 .  The Zentrum o r g a n i s a t i o n s  had n e v e r t h e l e s s  had 
th e  a b i l i t y  and courage  t o  speak o u t  on th e  r e p r e s s i o n  
m easures .  New York Times. 2 Harch 1933, p .  1 :3 .
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Any v o t in g  a b s t e n t i o n s ,  whether  amongst th e  l e f t  or  
e l s e w h e r e ,  a re  d i f f i c u l t  to  accoun t  f o r  in  view of th e  
d ra m a t ic  rebound of  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t e .  N o n e th e les s ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  the e l e c t i o n
campaign, not  everyone voted ----- in  f a c t ,  about twelve
p e rc e n t  o f  e l i g i b l e  v o t e r s  d id  not  ------ and f o r  th e  hounded
l e f t ,  a b s t e n t i o n  might have been wise and had to be weighed 
a g a i n s t  t h e  va lue  o f  r e g i s t e r i n g  a p r o t e s t  ty c a s t i n g  a 
b a l l o t  f o r  the  l e f t .
Again ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  DVE s u r r e n d e r e d  a l a r g e  s h a r e  of i t s  
sm a l l  l o s s  to  the  NSDAP. The lo se rs*  r e l i n q u i s h i n g
s u p p o r t e r s  to  t h e  NSDAE l e f t  each o f  them, save  the  KPD and 
the  EVP, with a s t r o n g e r  working c l a s s  base as well  as a
f i r m e r  middle  c l a s s  b a s e .  S ince  th e s e  e lem ents  ----- t h e
working and middle c l a s s e s  ----- were predom inan t ly  c i t y
d w e l l e r s ,  t h e  urban b ases  o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  t h a t  l o s t  su p p o r t
"improved” while  t h e i r  farming b ases  " d e c l i n e d " ,  excep t  f o r  
th e  DVP. These p a r t i e s  were a l s o  l e f t  "more P r o t e s t a n t , "  
ex ce p t  f o r  the  DVP and t h e  SED.
The r e s i d u a l  of  the  changes i n  th e  p r o f i l e s  of  th e s e  
p a r t i e s  t h a t  su r r e n d e re d  v o t e r s  to  th e  NSDAP i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
type  of  s u p p o r t e r s  th e  l a t t e r  ga ined :  t h e  m a jo r i t y  o f  them
were C a t h o l i c  f a rm e rs .  There were a l s o  Biddle  c l a s s  
e lem en ts  frcm t h e  KPD and t h e  DVP. This c o n f i r i s  t h e  d i r e c t  
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  NSDAP vote f o r  1933.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Chapter VI
J M J  s j i g  h_ & s i s
Prom th e  p reced in g  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  
r e g i o n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  the N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e r e  were r e g i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s :  a f t e r  i t s  i n i t i a l
s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  s o u th  the  movement grew a o s t  pow erfu l  in  t h e  
n o r th e r n  h a l f  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .  I t  was always r e l a t i v e l y  weak 
in  t h e  Ruhr d i s t r i c t .  Such r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  aay i n d i c a t e  
the  i a p o r t a n c e  of " r e g io n a l i s m "  as a v a r i a b l e .  Cn the o t h e r  
hand, f ro n  i t s  o u t s e t  t h e  NSD&F acqu i red  s i g n i f i c a n t  
e l e c t o r a l  su p p o r t  in  every  reg io n  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  Weimar e r a ,  
s u g g e s t in g  the  i r r e l e v a n c e  o f  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o c .
In  o r d e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  whether " r e g io n a l i s m "  as a 
v a r i a b l e  has  any e x p la n a to ry  power independen t  of  t h e  
s o c io - e c o n o a ic  and r e l i g i o u s  f a c t o r s  p r e s e n t  in  every  
r e g i o n ,  a a u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  Weimar v o te s  
c f  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  and Ccnmunist p a r t i e s  was c a r r i e d  
o u t .  The a n a l y s i s  was based on th e  model conceived by 
Donald Blake f o r  examining t h e  e f f e c t  o f  r e g io n a l i s m  on 
Canadian v o t i n g . 39* In  th e  p r o c e s s ,  t h i s  e f f o r t  a l s o
356 Donald E. B lake ,  "The Measurement of  Regionalism in  
Canadian Voting P a t t e r n s , "  C anad ian -Journa l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  
Sc ience  V, (March 1972), pp. 55-80.
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a d d r e s s e s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n p o r ta n c e  of  i n d i v i d u a l  v a r i a b l e s  
over  t i n e .
As Blake n o te s ,  in  Canada the impact o f  reg iona l ism  has  
been held t o  have prevented the developnent o f  a s t a b l e  two 
party system and to  have aided the Biddle c l a s s  conpos i t ion  
of support for  the too  najor p a r t i e s .  I t  has maintained a 
r e l a t i v e l y  low l e v e l  of  c la s s - b a s e d  voting and been 
conducive to  the dominance o f  p a r t icu la r  p a r t i e s  in  c e r t a in  
r eg io n s .  In a d d i t io n ,  there  night have e x i s t e d  r eg iona l  
"clim ates  of  opinion" preventing n a t io n a l  consensus on 
c e r ta in  key i s s u e s . 3S7 Blake concludes that  r e c i o n a l i s n  had 
not diminished n o t i c e a b ly .
In  Heimar Germany, however, such c o n d i t i o c s  were on ly  
p r e s e n t  to  a l e s s e r  d eg ree .  S h i le  i t s  m u l t i - p a r t y  s y s te n  
cou ld  to  some e x t e n t  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  r e g i o n a l i s n  and w h i le  
t h e r e  were a number of r e g i o n a l  p a r t i e s  i n  e v e ry  e l e c t i o n ,  
the  system of p r o p o r t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t i o n  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  nany s n a i l  p a r t i e s  and 
probably  encouraged t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  
n o n e t h e l e s s ,  ou t  o f  t h e  61 p a r t i e s  t h a t  e n te r e d  t h e  
B e ic h s tag  e l e c t i o n  in  J u ly  1932, only n in e  r e c e iv e d  more 
than  t h r e e  p e rc e n t  o f  the  v o t e ,  and of  t h e s e ,  only two could
be c a l l e d  reg iona l  p a r t i e s  ----- th e  Zentrum and Bavarian
P e o p l e ' s  p a r t i e s .  That i s  a sm a l l  number, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
view o f  t h e  l a t e  a r r i v a l  o f  German u n i f i c a t i o n  which might 
have a ided  th e  maintenance of  r e g i o n a l  l o y a l t i e s  well  i n t o
357 I b i d . .  p.  55.
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the  Neimar e r a .
I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  Canada, in  iieimar Germany, the  p a r t i e s  
were more d i s c e r n i b l y  c l a s s - b a s e d ,  and from t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  
the  p re c e d in g  c h a p t e r s  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  was a high 
l e v e l  o f  c l a s s - o r i e n t e d  v o t in g .
A c a s e  could  he made f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  " c l i m a t e s  of 
o p in io n "  i n  t h e  Heimar r e p u b l i c  as w e l l ,  b u t  i t  could be 
argued t h a t  t h e s e  c l i m a t e s  were the  e f f e c t  of  scc io-econom ic  
and r e l i g i o u s  f a c t o r s .  The Ruhr d i s t r i c t  had a bo lshev ik  
" c l i m a t e , "  while  E ava r ia  bad had both s o v i e t s  acd r i g h t  wing 
coups .  I t  cou ld  be s a id  t h a t  t h e s e  " c l i m a t e s  of  op in ion"  
p reven ted  n a t i o n a l  consensus  on c e r t a i n  key i s s u e s .
There was a l s o  th e  r e l i g i o u s  c le av a g e  which could  be 
i d e n t i f i e d  g e o g r a h p i c a l l y . But while  each  o f  th e  two main 
p o l i t i c a l  communities  in  t h e  fieimar Bepublic  e x h i b i t e d  a 
d i s t i n c t  ty pe  o f  p o l i t i c a l  b e h a v io u r ,  th ey  d id  no t  p e rce iv e  
t h i s  d iv e rg e n ce  as  a form o f  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t .  
N o n e th e le s s ,  t h e  s t r o n g  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with t h e  Zentrum 
among C a t h o l i c s  had the  e f f e c t  of  the  p a r ty  resem bling  a 
" r e g i o n a l "  p a r t y .
The s tu d y  cf  r e g io n a l i s m  over  t im e  f a c i l i t a t e s  a t e s t  of  
the  " e v o l u t i o n a r y  model" which p r e d i c t s  a s h i f t  from t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  c le a v a g e  p a t t e r n  t o  a s o c i a l  c leavage  
p a t t e r n . 358 Economic development i s  t h e  impetus  f o r  such 
change and u r b a n i s a t i o n  i t s  c o n co m ita n t .  Hhile  Blake
” * I b i d . .  p .  57.
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examines r e g i o n a l i s m  over a longer  t im e  span#3 5 * the  c a s e s  
of Reimar German; and modern Canada a re  s i m i l a r  in  the  se n se  
t h a t  u r b a n i s a t i o n  i s  in v o lv e d .  I t  was with t h e  beg inn ing  of 
the  1920s t h a t  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  t h e  German economy was 
i n i t i a t e d #  a phenomenon t h a t  was one cause  o f  a g e n e r a l l y  
h igh  l e v e l  c£ unemployment th ro u g h o u t  t h e  Reimar y e a r s .  In 
the  census  year  o f  1925# t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  of the  p o p u la t io n  
were s t i l l  dependent  on a g r i c u l t u r e .  The co rre spond ing  
f i g u r e  from the  1933 census  was tw e n ty -n in e  p e r c e n t# 360 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p ro ce ss  of m o dern isa t io n  had proceeded 
s low ly  d u r in g  th e  Reimar y e a r s .  Re may t h e r e f o r e  expec t  to  
f i n d  l i t t l e  change in  th e  im por tance  o f  r e g io c a l i s m  during  
t h i s  p e r i o d .
The "Blake model" a s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  Reimar r e p u b l i c  
examines t h e  v o t e s  f c r  t h e  N a t io na l  S o c i a l i s t s  and t h e  
Communist P a r t y .  The l a t t e r  r e p r e s e n t s  the  o p p o s i t e  
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  end to  t h e  NSDAE i n  th e  p o l a r i s e d  Reimar 
p o l i t i c a l  spec t rum .  I t  was a l s o  a p a r ty  t h a t  l a r g e l y  
c o n s i s t e d  of  th e  p roduct  of  the e v o lu t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  namely 
the  urban i n d u s t r i a l  worker.
359 Rhi le  Blake a t t e m p ts  t o  su rvey  d a ta  from much of t h e  
20th c e n tu ry #  h i s  c c n c l u s i c n s  r e g a r d in g  r e c io n a l i s m  a r e  
based on t h e  exam ina t ion  of v o t ing  behaviour  over  a 
pe r io d  o f  o n ly  twelve  y e a r s .
360 Noakes and Pridham, Nazism 1919-1945. Vol .  2 ;  S t a t e .
ESgROB»y- 3 fld_So£igty_ 1933n1945j ^ D ocumentary Reader . p.
316.
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The p ro ced u re  fo l lowed c o n s i d e r s  su p p o r t  f o r  each p a r t y  
as  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s  and r e l i g i o u s  composi t ion  of t h e  
e l e c t o r a t e , modif ied  by i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  in  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o r  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  p a r t y  s u p p o r t  on the  p a r t  of a e t h e r s  of  t h e  
same c l a s s  or  r e l i g i o u s  group l i v i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  r e g io n s .
Dummy v a r i a b l e s  were used t o  measure t h e  d e c ree  to which 
r e g i o n s  d i f f e r  in  th e  l e v e l  of s u p p o r t  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  
p a r t y  beyond what would be expec ted  from d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  
soc io -econom ic  and r e l i g i o u s  co m p o s i t io n .  Duamy v a r i a b l e s  
were c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  f i v e  of th e  s i x  r e g io n s  examined i n  
c h a p t e r s  2 through 5. The s i x t h  r e g i o n ,  th e  n o r t h ,  was used 
as t h e  b a s i s  o f  compar ison .  This  r eg io n  {comprising th e  
e l e c t o r a l  d i s t r i c t s  of S c h l e s w i g - H o l s t e i n ,  e a s t  Hannover, 
f leck lenburg ,  Heser-Ems, sou th  Eannover-Brunswick) was th e  
pr imary or secondary  a re a  o f  NSDAP su p p o r t  in  each e l e c t i o n .  
I t  had l a r g e  farming a r e a s  as w e l l  a s  many c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of 
i n d u s t r y .  Thanks to  i t s  so u th e rn  p a r t  i t  had two 
s u b s t a n t i a l  r e l i g i o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s .  Along th ese  v a r i a b l e s  i t  
was c lo s e  to  the  mean of Reimar Germany.
The i n t e r a c t i o n  v a r i a b l e  "Sou thern  P r o t e s t a n t "  se rv e s  t o  
measure t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l i s m :  d e v ia n t  su p p o r t
p a t t e r n s  on th e  p a r t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  group in  d i f f e r e n t  
r e g i o n s .  I n t e r a c t i o n  v a r i a b l e s  can i d e n t i f y  c ta n g es  in t h e  
su p p o r t  p a t t e r n s  of  d i f f e r e n t  demographic groups w i th in  
r e g i o n s  r a t h e r  than  assuming t h a t  a l l  groups a re  s i m i l a r l y  
a f f e c t e d  by th e  e v o lu t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s .  A number of
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i n t e r a c t i o n  groups were c o n s id e re d  t u t  had t o  t e  abandoned 
because  of t h e  problem o f  m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y .
The background v a r i a b l e s ,  a s  shown in  Table £6,  r e p r e s e n t  
the  most im p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  g ro u p s .  They a re  i d e n t i c a l  to  
th o se  c o n s id e re d  i n  the  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s .  The 
fa rm er  v a r i a b l e  was o m i t ted  from th e  r e g r e s s i o n  model i n  
o rd e r  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a c a se  o f  m u l t i c o l l i n e a r i t y .  Since r u r a l  
a r e a s  had a s t r o n g  p resence  of  f a rm e rs ,  the  urban v a r i a b l e  
p ro v id es  some i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h i s  demographic group.
Table  66 ; Background v a r i a b l e s  
f i e l ig io n  Occupation fiesidence
P r o t e s t a n t  Working c l a s s  urban
C a th o l i c  Middle c l a s s
Unemployed
6.1  O ve rv iew
Table 67 g iv es  th e  u n s t a n d a r d i s e d  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  t h e  
su p p o r t  model f o r  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s ,  r e l a t i n g  t h e i r  
su p p o r t  to  r e l i g i o u s  and soc io -econom ic  c h a r a c t e r i s i c s  of 
the  p o p u la t io n  m o d i f i f i e d  by t h e  r e g i o n a l  e f f e c t . 361
The m u l t i p le  r e g r e s s i o n  d a t a  confirm  t t e  b i v a r i a t e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  o f  the  e v o lu t io n  o f  NSDAP su p p o r t  
o u t l i n e d  i n  C hap te rs  I I  th rough  V. The NSDAP movement had
36t xhe s t a n d a r d i s e d  c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  th e  NSDAP and th e  KPD 
v o te s  a r e  l i s t e d  in  Appendices B and F r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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Table  6 7 : C o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  NSDAP s u p p o r t ,  1924 -  1933
U n s ta n dard ised  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  backward r e c r e s s i o n .
V a r ia b le
I n t e r c e p t
Urban
(forking c l a s s  
Middle c l a s s  
Unemployed 
















. 2 1 Ixxx 
- .032xxx
2.13 
.0  11x 
M.S. 
M.S.
.  115xx 
- .017xxx
E as t
E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t  
Huhr d i s t r i c t  
Rest  
South
S o u t h / P r e t e s t a n t  
% change tu r n o u t
-  1.640xxx 
- 3 .  416xxx 
-3 .05 0 xx x  
-2 .01 6 xx  
2.780xx
M.S.
- .  16 9xxx
- 1 . 127xxx 
-2 .495xxx  
-1 .833xxx  
-  U971xxx 
M.S.
.  020x 
. 039x
• 2 .3 7 1xxx 
■2.045xxx 





M u l t ip le  B .57 .51 ,49





I n t e r c e p t 27.61 56.34 53.36 63.04
Urban .026xx M.S. N.S. M.S.
Rcrking c l a s s - .  165xxx - . 273xxx - .241xxx - .348xxx
Middle c l a s s M.S. M.S. - .2 8 8 x - . 443xxx
Unemployed -2S5xx M.S. M.S. N.S.
C a th o l i c - .  178xxx - . 333xxx - . 3 15xxx - . 276xxx
E as t -3 .536xxx M.S. M.S. M.S.
i a s t - s o u t h - e a s t M.S. 5 . 628xxx 6.560xxx 7.821xxx
Buhr d i s t r i c t M.S. M.S. N.S. 2.586x
Rest M.S. 4 . 599xxx 1 0 .4 16xxx 6.920xxx
South 2.379x 3.928XX 6.635xxx 8 . 8 14xxx
S o u t h / P r o t e s t - .061xxx M.S. N.S. - .C40x
X change tu r n o u t  .182xxx . 601xxx .375xxx . 290xxx
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] Note, xxx S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .001  l e v e l .  I
I xx S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .01  l e v e l .  I
|  x S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05  l e v e l .  I
j N.S. Not s i g n i f i c a n t .  j
j S = 1127 c a s e s .  j
j  J
an urban beg in n ing  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  based on t h e  middle c l a s s  
and the  unemployed. In the  1928 e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  e x p la n a to ry  
power of the  unemployed v a r i a b l e  d im in i sh e d .  The 
e x p la n a to r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o n s  v a r i a b l e  
d e c re a se d ,  pe rhaps  a s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  the  NSDAP*s advance in  
t h e  c o n f e s s i o n a l l y  wel l  ba lanced w e s t .  The s h i f t s  in  the  
r e l i g i o u s  c l e a v a g e ,  i n d i c a t e d  by the  C a th o l i c  r e g r e s s i o n  
v a lu e s ,  p a r a l l e l  t h o s e  of  t h e  p re c e d in g  b i v a r i a t e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  s t u d y .  That i s ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c le a v a g e  widened 
from 1928, r e a c h in g  a peak in duly 1932. A f te r  Ju ly  1932, 
th e  c le a v a g e  narrow ed.  These v a lu e s  a l s o  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  
p redom inan t ly  P r o t e s t a n t  backing of  the  NSDAP.
The Southern  P r o t e s t a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n  term d e m o n s t ra te s  t h e  
p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  NSDAP v o te s  and 
P r o t e s t a n t s  in  the  sou th  du r ing  th e  1920s. I e two of t h e  
t h r e e  e l e c t i o n s  du r in g  t h i s  decade th e  NSDAP drew i t s  
s t r o n g e s t  back ing  from t h i s  r e g i o n ,  With the t r a n s f o r m a t io n  
of the  p a r t y  i n t o  a mass movement i n  t h e  1930s th e
i n t e r a c t i o n  term y ie ld e d  n e g a t iv e  v a l u e s .
The q u a n t i t a t i v e  l eap  of NSDAP su p p o r t  in 1930 was
accompanied by s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a l i t a t i v e  c h a n c e s .  While 
r e l a t i v e l y  speak ing  the  movement l o s t  ground with t h e
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workers and f a r m e rs ,  i t  improved i t s  s t a n d in g  with  t h e  
middle c l a s s  and th e  unemployed* The e x p la n a to ry  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  or the  two r e l i g i o u s  s e c t o r s  in  r e l a t i o n  to
the  r e s t  o f  the  v a r i a b l e s  ----  c o n t in u ed  t o  r i s e .  The vo te
i n c r e a s e  f o r  th e  movement had in  t h e  95% P r o t e s t a n t  a r e a s  
been tw ice  th e  i n c r e a s e  in s i m i l a r l y  C a th o l i c  a r e a s .  A ll  
th e  same, t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  advance w ith  P r o t e s t a n t s  e x p la in s  
the  e l e v a t e d  importance  of  t h i s  v a r i a b l e .
The r e l i g i o u s  v a r i a b l e s  grew f u r t h e r  i n  im portance  in 
J u l y  1932, th e  peak year  o f  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  c le av a g e  in  NSDAP 
s u p p o r t .  The b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s tudy  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  
Ju ly  1932, o t h e r  t h in g s  being e q u a l ,  a d i f f e r e n c e  of  10 
p e rc e n t  i n  t h e  p ro p o r t io n  of P r o t e s t a n t s  i n  a Kre is  was 
a s s o c i a t e d  with a d i f f e r e n c e  of 8.1 p e r c e t t  in  NSDAP 
s u p p o r t .  A 10 p e rc e n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  C a th o l i c  com pos i t ion  
e l i c i t e d  a 2 .8  p e rc e n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  th e  vo te .
The unemployed v a r i a b l e  r e t a i n e d  i t s  moderate e x p la n a to ry  
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  as  d id  the  urban v a r i a b l e ,  d e s p i t e  the  NSDAP 
advance having been predom inant ly  r u r a l .  O b se rv a t io ns  about  
t h e s e  two groups a r e  tempered by th e  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a in  
s i g n i f i c a n t  v a lu e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .
The l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  in  v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i r  Ju ly  1932 
b e n e f i t t e d  th e  NSDAP v o te ,  as  a l s o  t h e  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d .  The b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  d a ta  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  t u r n o u t  was second only t o  r e l i g i o n  in  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  
th e  com pos i t ion  o f  th e  movement's s u p p o r t .
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The NSDAP v a lu es  changed l i t t l e  between the  two 1932 
e l e c t i o n s .  In 1933, under embryonic G l e i c h s c h a l t u n g . t h e
r e l i g i o u s  c le a v a g e  shrunk w hi le  t h e  moveaent r e t a i n e d  i t s  
o v e r a l l  m a jo r i t y  P r o t e s t a n t  b a s e .  Again, th e  r i s e  in  v o te r  
t u r n o u t  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  the  advance in  which 
the  p a r t y  s t r e n g th e n e d  i t s  r u r a l  b a se .
The m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i c n  model y i e l d s  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a lu e s  
f o r  only two NSDAP v o te s  with t h e  urban v a r i a b l e .  S ince  t h e
urban v a r i a b l e  i s  c e n t r a l  t c  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  of th e
e v o l u t i o n a r y  model, we w i l l  h e re  r e i t e r a t e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of 
the  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s tu d y .
The d a ta  of the  p reced ing  c h a p t e r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  
r e l a t i v e  importance o f  the  urban v a r i a b l e  d e c l in e d
c o n s i s t e n t l y .  This could  be tak e n  to  r e f l e c t  e i t h e r  of two
developments :  {1) A widening c f  th e  NSDAP s u p p o r t .  This
o c c u r r e d ,  as the  p reced ing  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s tudy  has 
o u t l i n e d ;  (2) a d e c l in e  o f  the  im por tance  of  th e
u r b a n - r u r a l  c leavage  for  a l l  p a r t i e s  as  the  r e s u l t  of  th e  
u r b a n i s a t i o n  of th e  c o u n t r y ,  as p r e d i c t e d  by t h e
e v o l u t i o n a r y  model. The t e s t  o f  t h i s  second e x p la n a t i o n  i s  
b e s t  a p p l i e d  to  t h e  KED vo te  s in c e  i t s  s u p p o r t  was
c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s t a b l e .  He w i l l  r e t u r n  to  t h i s  t o p i c  l a t e r .
As f o r  th e  NSDAP, a t  l e a s t  some p o r t i o n  of the  c l e a r  d e c l i n e
i n  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  may be a t t r i b u t e d  to  the  e v o lu t i o n a r y
p r o c e s s .
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The i n t e r a c t i o n  term i n d i c a t e s  whether t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
in v o lv in g  th e  v a r i a b l e  p e r s i s t e d  a c r o s s  r e g i o n s .  These 
i n t e r a c t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  th e  so u th e rn  
E r o t e s t a n t s  d i f f e r e d  in  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  NSEAP from t h e  
E r o t e s t a n t s  n a t i o n a l l y .  From 1930 th e  p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
of t h e  form er  more than  c a n c e l  t h e  l i n e a r  v a lu es  o f  t h e  
E r o t e s t a n t s ,  as su g g es ted  by t h e  C a th o l i c  v a lu e s .  The NSDAP 
movement i n i t i a l l y  d e r iv e d  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  su p p o r t  frcm t h e  
so u th  as  v e i l  a s  from th e  middle c l a s s .
The NSDAP v o te s  o f  t h e  1930s y i e ld e d  n e g a t iv e  middle 
c l a s s  v a lu e s .  In i t s  huge vo te  ga in  in  J u l y  1932, th e  NSDAP 
middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t  weakened. I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  
movement had tu m e r ic a l l y  l o s t  middle c l a s s  s u p p o r t ,  so t h e  
d e c l in e  in  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  p robably  r e f l e c t s  t h e  tSDAE's lower 
r a t e  o f  ga in  amongst t h i s  c l a s s  compared with e th e r  g roups .  
The NSDAP working c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  were n e g a t iv e  from 
1930, th e  year  t h e  NSDAP became a n a t i o n a l  mass movement.
As found in  th e  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s t u d y ,  th e  middle 
c l a s s  showed s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  the  NSDAP, b u t  on ly  in  Hay 
1924. The middle c l a s s  v a r i a b l e  produced only  t h r e e  v a lu e s  
t h a t  were s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  th e  .05 l e v e l .  Two of  t h e s e ,  
namely th o s e  of th e  l a s t  t v o  e l e c t i o n s ,  were s u r p r i s i n g l y  
s t r o n g l y  n e g a t i v e .  However, t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  base fo r  t h i s  
v a r i a b l e  i s  s m a l l .  The b ro ad ly  based working c l a s s  
v a r i a b l e ,  on th e  o t h e r  hand, p rov ides  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  more 
r e l i a b l e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  The KPD c l e a r l y  had working c l a s s
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s u p p o r t ,  as  the  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s t r o n g  p o s i t i v e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
i n d i c a t e .  A f te r  1928 th e  p a r t y ' s  vc rk in g  c l a s ^  v a lu e s  grow 
in  s t r e n g t h  v i t h  t im e .  The NSEAP's c o e f f i c i e n t  v a lu e s  f o r  
t h i s  v a r i a b l e  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  n e g a t i v e .  I t s  s t r o n g e s t  
n e g a t iv e  v a lu e  occured  v i t h  t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  he ld  under 
imminent G l e i c h s c h a l t u n a . with the  f i n a l  Nazi a s s a u l t  on th e  
t r a d e  union movement only months away. The unemployed,  t h e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  whom were most l i k e l y  working c l a s s ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  appear  t o  have su p p o r te d  the  NSOA £ r a t h e r  than 
the  KPD: t h e  former c o n s i s t e n t l y  produced p o s i t i v e  v a lu e s ,
th e  l a t t e r  n e g a t iv e  v a lu e s .
The SEP
G e n e ra l ly ,  the  Communist P a r ty  had weaker middle c l a s s  
su p p o r t  than  th e  NSDAE i n  t h e  1920s, as t h e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  
i n d i c a t e .  The s t r o n g e r  urban v a lu e s  f o r  the  KED, compared 
v i t h  th e  NSEAP, su g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  had th e  s t r o n g e r  
su p p o r t  among f a r m e r s .  The b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n a l y s i s  
p ro v id es  ev idence  fo r  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n .  Table  €8 summarises 
the  r e g r e s s i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  of  the  RED v o te s .
The r e g r e s s i o n  v a lu e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the  RED was a l s o  
s t r o n g e r  t h a n  th e  NSDAE among urban r e s i d e n t s  acd C a t h o l i c s .  
The KPD vas  weaker among th e  unemployed. T h is  he ld  t r u e  
th roughou t  the  Weimar e r a .  The s h a r p e s t  c o n t r a s t  between 
the  tvo  p a r t i e s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  v a lu e s  f o r  the  working 
c l a s s  which a re  u n e q u iv o c a l ly  to  t h e  advantage  of  th e  KPD.
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I Table  6 8; C o e f f i c i e n t s  of KPD s u p p o r t ,  1924 -  1933 |
I I
I U ns tan da rd ised  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  backward r e g r e s s i o n -  |
V a r ia b le 1924 1924 1928
May December
I n t e r c e p t - . 7 0 - 1 .  17 .37
Urban .031xxx .026xxx .032xxx
Barking c l a s s .272xxx -205xxx . 1S9xxx
Middle c l a s s - .3 57 x xx - . 176x N.S.
Unemployed M.S. M.S. - .274xxx
C a th o l i c -024xx N.S. N.S.
E as t 3.52&xxx 4. 170xxx 5.555xxx
E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t M.S. N.S. N.S.
Huhr d i s t r i c t - 1 . 9 0 1x N.S. N.S.
Best -1 .56Sx N.S. N.S,
South - 3 . 154xx N.S. N.S.
S o u t h / P r o t e s t a n t N.S. N.S. N.S.
% change tu r n o u t M.S. N.S. - .0 7 9 x
M u l t ip l e  S .68 .6 6 .69





I n t e r c e p t .10 1.52 2.71 - 1 .2 5
Urban .035xxx .025xxx .023xx .026xxx
Nocking c l a s s .240xxx .254xxx .286xix .268xxx
Middle c l a s s - ,1 9 8 x - .  188x N.S. N.S.
Unemployed - . 1 5 1x - .  143x - . 2 3 7 x i - .  167xx
C a th o l i c .0 15x .015x N.S. - . 0  15x
Eas t 5.505xxx 5 .3 9 Ixxx 5 .033x ix 3.13 Ixxx
E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t N.S. N.S. N.S. N.S.
fiuhr d i s t r i c t -1 .8 7 0 x N.S. N.S. - 1 .4 3  1x
Nest N.S. N.S. N.S. -1 .2 9 4 x
South -2.786XX - 1 . 7 9 1x N.S. N.S.
S o u t h / P r o t e s t a n t N.S. N.S. N.S. - .040xxx
% change tu r n o u t N.S. N.S. - .  198xi •228xxx
M u l t ip le  B .71 .73 .75 .79
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I N = 1127 c a s e s .
I
In  c o n t r a s t  to  t h e  d a ta  of th e  b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  s tu d y ,  
the  r e g r e s s i o n  model y i e l d s  n e g a t iv e  va lues  f o r  the  KPD 
v o te s  v i t h  the  middle c l a s s .
There was a genera l  ------ but not s t r i c t l y  c o n s i s t e n t  -----
d e c l in e  in  th e  r e l a t i v e  importance of  the  urban v a r i a b l e .  
This  i s  i n  harmony v i th  the  e v o lu t i o n a r y  model and i t s  
p r e d i c t i o n  of  t h e  d e c l in i n g  r e g i o n a l  c le a v a g e .  The fa rm ers  
vere  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  a t t r a c t e d  to  t h e  KPD. This  p a t t e r n  vas 
the  o p p o s i te  of t h a t  of  th e  NSDAE.
i i l  Begionalism
The r e g i o n a l  c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  the  NSDAP v o tes  e x h i b i t  t h e  
p a t t e r n  o u t l i n e d  i n  th e  b i v a r i a t e  a n a l y s i s  o f  the  p reced ing  
c h a p t e r s :  p rom inent  so u th e rn  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e l e c t i o n s
vas su rp a s s e d  by t h e  grovth  o f  the  movement i n  th e  r e s t  of  
the  c o u n t r y ,  o u t s i d e  the  fiuhr d i s t r i c t .  The p a r ty  d i s p l a y s  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n s  between r e g io n s  as wel l  as  
i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s .  Nhile  th e  KPD e x h i b i t s  n o ta b le  
r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s ,  th ese  a re  somewhat sm a l l e r  than  th o se  
of t h e  NSDAP.
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Regional  dummy v a r i a b l e s  sug ges t  t h a t ,  when compared with 
the  n o r th ,  th e  l e v e l  of  su p p o r t  f o r  the  KPD was lower in  
most r e g i o n s ,  th roughou t  a l l  e l e c t i o n s ,  than what might be 
expec ted  frcm d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p o p u la t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .
Some of  t h e  r e s u l t s  undermine th e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h e
e x i s t e n c e  o f  r e g i o n a l  e f f e c t s  indep en den t  of t i e  e f f e c t s  of 
c o n s t i t u e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  For example,  the n e g a t iv e
r e g i o n a l  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  th e  KPD i n  the  so u th  could  be
ex p la in e d  by t h e  p a r ty * s  n e g a t iv e  v a lu e s  f o r  t h e  middle
c l a s s  and th e  unemployed. S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  HSDAP p o s i t i v e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  with  th e  sou th  i s  com p a t ib le  with  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
p o s i t i v e  v a lu e s  f o r  t h e  unemployed and urban r e s i d e n t s .
On the  o t h e r  hand, t h e  n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  with t h e  
e a s t e r n  r e g i o n ,  which in  1933 was th e  HSBAP's premier  
r e g io n ,  s u g g e s t  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  su p p o r t  f o r  th e  movement 
in  t h a t  a r e a  was l i m i t e d  to  p a r t i c u l a r  groups and might 
t h e r e f o r e  not  have been a g e n e r a l i s e d  r e s p o n s e .  The 
p a r t i c u l a r  groups in vo lv e d  were t h e  fa rm ers  and t h e  middle 
c l a s s ,  a s  t h e  p rec ed in g  b i v a r i a t e  accoun t  i n d i c a t e d .
The s u p p o r t  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  group can be i d e n t i f i e d  in  
the  Communist s t r o n g h o ld  of  th e  fiuhr d i s t r i c t  fo r  which th e  
p a r t y ' s  v o te  produced n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s ;  h e re ,  t h e  
su b re g io n a l  so u rc e  of  su p p o r t  cane  from th e  w o rh e rs ,  as t h e  
b i v a r i a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  d a ta  con f i rm .  This  s t r o n g  su p p o r t  f o r  
the  KPD in t h e  Ruhr d i s t r i c t  can perhaps  be e x p la in e d  as  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  a w o r k e r - p o l i t i c a l  " m u l t i p l i e r  e f f e c t ; "  because of
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
296
the high c o n cen tra t io n  of  the i n d u s t r ia l  working c l a s s  in  
t h i s  r e g io n , the working c l a s s  o r g a n i sa t io n s ,  the unions and 
the p a r t i e s  o f  the  l e f t ,  were s tr o n g .  The " r ea l i ty"  as 
perceived by th e se  org a n isa t io n s#  i . e . ,  the c l a s s  s tru g g le  
p e r s p e c t iv e ,  could be wore r ea d i ly  understood in  t h i s  region  
than e lsew h er e .  Hece the in f lu e n c e  o f  wcrking c l a s s  
p o l i t i c s  was g u i t e  strong and was only s l i g h t l y  d i lu te d  by 
other v a r ia b le s ,  such as the the in f lu e n c e  f r c s  faruers  and 
the Diddle c l a s s .
The r e l i g i o u s  c l e a v a g e ,  however, was p r e s e n t :  55% of  t h e
r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  Buhr d i s t r i c t  were C a th c l i c .  A 
h i s t o r i c a l  dem o n s t ra t io n  o f  the  prominence cf  the s a id  
p e r s p e c t iv e  was e n a c te d  in  1920 with t h e  r i s e  cf  s c v i e t s  in  
e leven  c i t i e s  i n  th e  Buhr.
However, t h e  KPD laboured  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  o b s t a c l e  
of th e  a re a  which vas h a l f  C a t h o l i c .  L ike  t h e  NSDAP, t h e  
KPD r e l i e d  p r i m a r i l y  on P r o t e s t a n t  s u p p o r t .  The sou th  
o f f e r s  a d e m o n s t r a t io n  of  t h i s :  t h e  v o tes  f o r  the  KPD in
t h i s  region ----- with which the party y ie ld e d  n eg a t iv e  values
  might have come in large  measure from P r o te s ta n ts .  The
absence  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a lu e s  fo r  t h e  s o u t h e r n - P r o t e s t a n t  
i n t e r a c t i o n  term l e a v e s  t h e  q u e s t io n  open in  t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  
The n e g a t iv e  v a lu e s  f o r  th e  NSDAE v o te s  with t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
term i s  s u r p r i s i n g .
I n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a c l e a r  d e p i c t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  v o t ing  
d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  two p a r t i e s .  F ig u r e s  2 and 3 p r e s e n t
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g r a p h i c a l l y  the  d e v i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  v a lu e s  from th o se  
of t h e  n o r t h .  l i n e  segments r e f l e c t  t h e  s i z e  and d i r e c t i o n  
of t h e  n e t  d i f f e r e n c e  in each o f  the  tv o  p a r t i e s *  v o t e s .
Hhen c o n s i d e r i n g ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  v o te s  in  
f i g u r e  2 ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  impact  o f  r e g io n a l i s m  d id  no t  
vary i n  any c l e a r  d i r e c t i o n ,  and ,  most im p o r ta n t ly  f o r  t h e  
e v o l u t i o n a r y  h y p o t h e s i s ,  did  cot appear  to  d e c l in e  v i t h  
t i a e =  I t  must he r e i t e r a t e d ,  hovever ,  t h a t  t h e  time span o f  
t h e  H eiaa r  e ra  vas s h o r t  and vas t h e r e f o r e  probably  
in a d e g u a te  f o r  the  purpose o f  such an a n a l y s i s .
f ieg iona l  d e v i a t i o n s ,  as p r o j e c t e d  by F ig u re s  2 and 3, 
could  be accounted  f o r  by the  Heimar h i s t o r y  of  r e g i o n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  phenomena and i n t e r r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s .  For
example, i n  1920 n a t i o n a l  t r o o p s  vere  s e n t  i t t o  the  Buhr 
d i s t r i c t  t o  q u e l l  t h e  r u l e  of  t h e  s o v i e t s  t h a t  had sprung up 
in  e le v e n  c i t i e s .  In  1923 a communist r e v o l t  i c  Hamburg Mas 
c rushed  by t r o o p s .  These e v e n t s  p i t t e d  r e g io n a l  r u l e
a g a i n s t  th e  n a t i o n a l  r u l e  r e p r e s e n te d  by t h e  army. The 
p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  and s h o r t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Heimar s t a t e  
p robably  s t r e n g th e n e d  any r e g i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  In some
i n s t a n c e s  t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  ve re  deployed came from a 
p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n ,  as vhen B av ar ian s  v e n t  to c ru sh  t h e
r e v o l t  i n  Ccburg.
The NSDAP, l i k e  o th e r  r i g h t  v ing p a r t i e s ,  s t r e s s e d  German
- — and to  some degree  pan-German ----- n a t i o n a l i s m .  In  so
doing ,  they  made a n a t i o n a l  appea l  and a s p i r e d  to  become a
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n a t i o n a l  movement. As one of th e  s e v e r a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  
the  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  propaganda,  t h e  p a r t y  sough t  both 
u n i v e r s a l  and p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  s u p p o r t .  Heberle  s u g g e s t s
t h a t  th e  NSDAP vere  a ided  by th e  resen tm ent  cf th e  sm a l l  
fa rm er  and sm a l l  businessman a g a i n s t  t h e  wb i g - s h c t s . ”3*2
i e t  the  NSDAP a l s o  s t r e s s e d  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s .
I f  t h e  a fo rem ent ioned  e v e n t s  o f  1920 and 1923 can be 
c a l l e d  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s ,  then t h e s e  were r e g i o n a l
c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  a l s o  presaged t h a t  which vas  to  succeed
a cc o rd in g  to th e  e v o lu t i o n a r y  model, namely c o n f l i c t  based 
cn s o c i a l  c le a v a g e .  The Communist p a r t y  and t h e  r e s t  of  th e  
l e f t  s t r e s s e d  n a t i o n a l  (and i n t e r n a t i o n a l )  s o l u t i o n s ,  based 
cn an a n a l y s i s  of th e  s o c i a l  c le a v a g e .
The workers* u p r i s i n g s  might have a f f e c t e d  the  v o te s  of  
1924. In t h e s e  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  NSDAP performed b e s t  in  th e  
so u th  which had e x p e r ien c ed  both a s h o r t  l iv e d  s o v i e t  
government and a r i g h t  wing coup a t t e m p t .  The south  vas  the  
g e o g ra p h ic a l  o r i g i n  of the  NSDAP movement. I t  i s  not  
s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  th e  i n i t i a l  su c c e ss  of t h e  movement occurred  
in  t h i s  r e g i o n .  I t  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c c u n t  f o r  th e  
c o n t in u e d  preeminence of th e  so u th  in  subsequen t  e l e c t i o n s ,  
as r e f l e c t e d  in F igu re  2 .  The E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t  r e g io n  g a in s  
in  e x p la n a to r y  importance  v i t h  t im e .
3 * 2  H e b er le ,  From Democ r a cy to  Nazism, p. 122. Many o t h e r  
a u th o r s  make s i m i l a r  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  I t  has been 
su g g e s te d  t h a t  t h e  NSDAP ap pea led  t o  those  who r e s e n te d  
th e  dominat ion  o f  th e  sm a l l  towns and the  c o u n t r y s id e  by 
t h e  b ig  c i t i e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  by B e r l i n .
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From th e  e x am in a t io n  o f  th e  Communist P a r ty  vo te  and i t s  
r e g i o n a l  d e v i a t i o n s ,  in F igure  3 ,  t h e r e  i s  nc ev idence  of 
any d e c l in e  o f  t h e  impact o f  r e g i o n a l i s m .
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On th e  c o n t r a r y ,  r e g io n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  in  the  KPD vote  
co n t in u ed  t o  grow up to  th e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  a t  the  t ime of 
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r e p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  KPD was probably  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  in 
r u r a l  a r e a s ,  fo l low ed  by sm a l l  towns,  as  t h e  b i v a r i a t e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  s tud y  i n d i c a t e s .  From F ig u re  3 i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  
the  s h a r p e s t  d e c l i n e  in  su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p a r ty  o ccu r red  in  
the  e a s t .  This  r e g io n  had a s u b s t a n t i a l  r u r a l  p o p u la t io n .
& comparison o f  th e  twc f i g u r e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  su p po r t  f o r  
the KPD and th e  HSDAP v a r i e d  mote o r  l e s s  i n v e r s e l y  between 
the  p a r t i e s .  This  p o i n t s  to  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  in  vot ing  
b e h av io u r .
To summarise ,  t h e r e  were no i n d i c a t i o n s  of any change i n  
the  im por tance  o f  r e g io n a l i s m  i n  Veimar vo t ing  l e h ^ v i o u r .  
Given th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  th e  s t e a d y  p a t t « r n  of r e g io n a l  
v a r i a t i o n  i t  cou ld  then be concluded t h a t  t h e  e v o lu t io n a r y  
model d id  no t  app ly  to  t h e  Weimar system s i n c £  t h e r e  v a s  no 
d e c l in e  of  th e  r e g i o n a l  c l e a v a g e .  In  t h e  e v o lu t io n a r y  model 
a d e c l i n e  in  r e g i o n a l  c le av a g e  g iv es  way t o ,  and i s  the  
e f f e c t  o f ,  a growing s o c i a l  c l a s s  c l e a v a g e .  In the  Weimar 
Republic  t h i s  l a t t e r  c leavage  was wel l  developed frcm th e  
o u t s e t .  The p o l a r i s a t i o n  between t h e  c l a s s - b a s e d  l e f t  and 
r i g h t  a p p e a r s  t o  have sharpened with t im e ,  a s  the  b i v a r i a t e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  s tu d y  i n d i c a t e s .
S ince  s o c i a l  c le a v a g e s  e x i s t e d  and appeared  to  have 
p e r s i s t e d  a c r o s s  r e g i o n s ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Germany had 
a l r e a d y  completed much o f  the e v o lu t io n a r y  p ro ce ss  be fo re  
the  Reimar e r a .  Regional  c le av a g es  can then  be e x p la in e d  by 
u n de r ly in g  s o c i a l  c l e a v a g e s ;  t h i s  was probably  t r u e  fo r  t h e
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one reg io n  t h a t  s tood  c a t  i n  t h e  NSDAP aovenent»s advance as
i t s  weakest  ----  th e  Buhr d i s t r i c t .  The S o u t h / P r o t e s t a n t
i n t e r a c t i o n  v a r i a b l e  p o i n t s  t o  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n ,  a l though  
f i rm  c o n c l u s i o n s  cannct  be drawn because  o f  the  l ack  of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  v a lu e s  f o r  t h i s  v a r i a b l e .
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QfBBflBB OF 1HB NSDAP VOIB. 1924 -  1933
The growth of the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement s t a n d s  
unmatched in  any p a r l i a m e n ta r y  sys tem . In  l e s s  th an  a
decade ----- from 1924 t o  1933 ----- t h e  moveaent*s s h a r e  of t h e
v o te s  went from 7.7055 to 46. 755. I n  s e v e r a l  s u b - p o p u l a t i o n s
the  NSDAP even a t t a i n e d  a b s o l u t e  m a j o r i t i e s .  Prcbably  no 
p a r t y  in  h i s t o r y  grew as r a p i d l y  a s  the  N az is .  I f  Reimar 
Germany had had a single-member p l u r a l i t y  s y s t e n ,  the  NSDAP 
would have ga rn e red  a m a jo r i t y  of p a r l i a m e n ta ry  s e a t s  in  
Ju ly  1932.
I s  Reimar Germany, t i e  new phenomenon of fascism a ro s e  
a g a i n s t  a background of p o l i t i c a l  upheava l ;  t h e r e  was 
p a r l i a m e n ta r y  c h a o s ,  and a sh a rp  c o n f l i c t  be tveen  the  l e f t  
and th e  r i g h t  accompanied t e n s io n  between sy m p a th i se r s  of 
monarchy and r e p u b l i c .  The munic ipal  s o v i e t  govercments 
t h a t  sprung up i n  th e  immediate  a f t e r m a th  o f  Rorld War I  
were a a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between the l e f t  and 
r i g h t .  Then t h e r e  vas th e  s t r u c t u r a l  economic c r i s i s ,  
compounded by t h e  Great  D ep ress io n .
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement was g u i t e  dynamic from 
i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  I t  i s  rem arkab le  t h a t  i t  managed to  g a rn e r  
the  su p p o r t  o f  seven p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  in  i t s  f i r s t
-  303 -
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e l e c t i o n  c o n t e s t .  Such an immediate  su c ce ss  was unusua l  in  
Heimar Germany and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
movement c a r r i e d  immediate  g r a s s r o o t s  appea l  a c r o s s  t h e  
c o u n t ry  and i n  s e v e r a l  s u b - p o p u l a t i o n s .
The most s t r i k i n g  a s p e c t  c f  the  development o f  t h e  
N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement was th e  r a p i d i t y  o f  i t s  growth.
In l e s s  t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  ------ from 1928 to  1932   i t  was
t ran s fo rm ed  from a minor p a r t y  i n  d e c l i n e  i n t o  the  p a r ty  
with th e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t io n  of e l e c t o r a l  su p p o r t  a t t a i n e d  by 
any p a r ty  i n  Heimar e l e c t i o n s .  I t  i s  t h u s  l o g i c a l l y  
unavo idab le  t h a t  by 1933, th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement 
tended t o  be s t r o n g l y  su p p o r ted  by a lm ost  a l l  s e c t o r s  of  th e  
s o c i e t y .  Yet i t  i s  a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  t h e s e  s e c t o r s  d i f f e r e d  in  
t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t r e n g t h  cf  su p p o r t  t h e y  l e n t  to  the  movement, 
as many s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  have a rgued .  The s o c i a l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement i s  of 
c o u rse  a fundam enta l  g u e s t io n  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .
In  a d d i t i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y i n g  a l l  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  of  NSDAP 
s u p p o r t ,  t h e  p reced in g  c h a p t e r s  have documented the  
o ccu r rence  o f  s h i f t s  in  su p p o r t  between d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s ;  
the  com pos i t ion  o f  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  
b a s i s  was not  always the  same bu t  changed as  i t  grew 
through th e  y e a r s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  from a c u r s c r y  g lan ce  a t  
the  d a ta  one would n o t i c e  t h a t  th e  unemployed were 
e s p e c i a l l y  consp icuous  b a ck e rs  cf  th e  NSDAP in  1924, t h e  
f a rm ers  s to o d  o u t  a t  the  t ime of t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  e l e c t i o n s
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and the  Diddle c l a s s  were c o n s t a n t l y  p rom inen t .  The NSDAP, 
t h e n ,  e x h i b i t e d  d i f f e r i n g  r a t e s  o f  growth i n  su p p o r t  in  
d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s ,  and a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i n e s .  S c h o la r s  
sometimes d i s a g r e e  on the  soc io -econom ic  b a s i s  of  t h e
movement, l a r g e l y  because  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o l a r s  looked a t  
d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  growth of t h e  Nazi movement.
These s h i f t s  in  s u p p o r t  can be unders tood  as a f u n c t io n  
of t h r e e  main o c c u re n c e s :  J1) Changes in  o b j e c t i v e  economic
and p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ;  (2) th e  p o l i t i c a l  appea l  of  t h e  
NSDAP tow ards  p a r t i c u l a r  g ro u ps ;  and (3) the  d i f f e r i n g  
degree  of s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  a p p e a l s  by th e  NSDAP of 
d i f f e r e n t  g roups .
A c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e se  t h r e e  p o i n t s  i s  i n  o r d e r ,
o r d e r .  £1) Changes i n  o b j e c t i v e  economic and p o l i t i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n s :  As unemployment r o s e ,  th e  p o l i t i c a l  behaviour
of t h e  j o b l e s s  might have changed, perhaps  b e r e f i t t i n g  th e  
NSDAE, a s  i n  1924 and 1930.
(2) The p o l i t i c a l  a p p ea l  o f  th e  NSDAP towards p a r t i c u l a r  
g roups:  a c r e  im p o r ta n t  than th e  p a r t y ' s  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward
a group i s  th e  g r o u p ' s  p e rc e p t io n  o f  t h e  NSEAP's appea l
which would de te rmine  the  s u c c e s s  of  t h e  a p p e a l .  For
i n s t a n c e ,  th e  NSDAP i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  of workers  
in  1930 and e a r l y  1931 with th e  promotion o f  the  NSEO and 
with propaganda fo rm u la te d  i n  H a rx is t  p h r a s e s .  At t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  moment, t h i s  appea l  was no t  very  s u c c e s s f u l .  The 
NSBO could  not  r i v a l  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  un ions ,  and the  NSDAP
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was em barrassed  by the  SPD and th e  KPD over th e  f o r m e r ' s  
bogus n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  b i l l .  The i n d u s t r i a l  worker 
c o e f f i c i e n t  with th e  NSDAE v c te  dropped in  Ju ly  1932.
The campaign s t r a t e g y  employed by the  NSD2E tow ards  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  group n ig h t  have a f f e c t e d  t h e  p e rc e p t io n  of t h e  
NSDAE by o t h e r  groups.  Kele s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the  NSDAP's 
" f a i l u r e  t o  c o n t in u e  the  a b s o r p t io n  of t h e  middle c l a s s "  a t  
t h e  r a t e  o f  p re v io u s  y ea rs  had been a r e s u l t  o f  th e  p a r t y ' s  
emphasis  on th e  working c l a s s  i n  1931 and 1932.
(3) The d i f f e r i n g  degree  of s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  t c  th e  a p p ea ls  
of the  NSDAP of d i f f e r e n t  g ro u p s :  The most d i f f i c u l t  groups
fo r  th e  NSDAE to  p e n e t r a t e  were t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  workers and 
the  C a t h o l i c s .  Among th e  fo rm er ,  the  unemployed workers 
were e a s i e r  t o  r e c r u i t  s i n c e  they  were u s u a l ly  no t  
u n io n is e d .  Again, o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  a f f e c t e d  th e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  the  NSDAE's p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s :  as
unemployment r o s e ,  t h e  m i l i t a n c y  o f  th e  l e f t  wing p a r t i e s  
was te m p e re d .363 T h is  would have a id e d  t h e  NSDAE, as would 
th e  SPD's s t a t u s  a s  a governing  p a r t y ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a 
d e c l i n i n g  economy between 1928 and 1930.
The r e s i s t a n c e  of  the  C a t h o l i c s  was the  mcst d u ra b le ,  
only broken th ro u g h  cn a mass s c a l e  i n  1933 when one 
C a th o l i c  i n  t h r e e  voted f o r  t h e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s .  This  
fo l low ed  a r e t r e a t  by C a t h o l i c  b ish op s  on t h e  g u e s t io n  of 
N a t io n a l  s o c i a l i s m ,  as  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  ad heren ts  became f r e e  to
3*3 C e r t a i n l y  fccm 1924 t o  1933 th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
unemployment among union members and wages o f  a l l  
workers was n e g a t i v e ,  a s  Bracher  n o t e s .
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s u p p o r t  any p a r ty  t h a t  observed  th e  independence  o£ th e  
C a th o l i c  c h u rc h .  The p h y s i c a l  i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  church 
members a t  m eetings  and r a l l i e s  had a c o n t r a d i c t o r y  e f f e c t  
on th e  NSPAP appea l  t o  C a t h o l i c s  s i m i l a r  to  th e  e f f e c t  of
the  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s  of th e  l e f t  on th e  NSDAP
appea l  t o  th e  w o rk e rs .
O b se rv a t ion  o f  s h i f t s  i n  s u p p o r t  fo r  the  N a t iona l
S o c i a l i s t s  w i th in  and between g ro u p s ,  to  a background o f  t h e  
fo u r  a fo rem en t ion ed  p o i n t s ,  y i e l d s  an u n de rs tan d in g  o f  th e  
development of s p e c i f i c  s u p p o r t .  F ig u re  4 a t t e m p ts  to  
p r o j e c t  an overview o f  t h e  e v o lu t i o n  o f  t h e  s c c i a l  base  of 
KSDAE s u p p o r t .
From F ig u re  4 we se e  t h a t  t h e  unemployed s t a n d  ou t  in  th e  
e a r l y  y e a r s .  These were th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  weakest  e lem en ts  in  
le im ar  Germany s i n c e  they  had no p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  
Some o f  t h e  employed workers belonged to  t h e  unions t h a t  
were p o l i t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t  as w e l l  as 
th rough  t h e i r  c o n n e c t io n s  with th e  S o c ia l  Democrat ic  and 
Communist p a r t i e s .  There might have been a r e s i d u a l  e f f e c t  
of p rev io u s  union membership among workers who had been
j o b l e s s  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r io d  and t h a t  i n s u l a t e d  them from the  
a p p e a ls  of t h e  NSCAP.
The middle c l a s s  obv ious ly  had a lower l e v e l  of union 
membership and a weak l in k a g e  t o  t h e  l e f t  wing p a r t i e s ,  and 
were more r e c e p t i v e  to th e  new r i g h t  wing p a r t y  than  th e  
workers ,  a s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  v a lues  have r e v e a l e d ;  t h e i r
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j o b l e s s  would have been more l i k e l y  to  back the  movement 
than  were t h e  unemployed workers .  A ga ins t  t h i s  background, 
th e  unemployed o f f e r e d  t h e  l e a s t  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  th e  BSDAF and 
i t  was a l s c  i n t o  t h i s  group t h a t  t h e  movement wade i t s  
s t r o n g e s t  i n i t i a l  p e n e t r a t i o n .
The N a t io n a l  s o c i a l i s t s  gained e a r l y  and s t r o n g  backing 
from t h e  middle  c l a s s .  This  group p layed an i i p o r t a n t  p a r t  
th roughou t  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  movement. I t  was an easy 
group f o r  th e  NSDAP t o  a t t r a c t  f o r  t h e  f o l lo w in g  two 
re a so n s :  (1) I d e o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s ;  £2) o r g a n i s a t i o n a l
f a c t o r s .
F i r s t ,  t h e  group was i d e o l o g i c a l l y  more c o m p a t ib le  with 
N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t  t h o u g h t  than any o t h e r  g roup .  The NSDAP 
propaganda o f t e n  appea led  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  middle c l a s s  a s  in  
the  messages to  t h e  sm a l l  b u s in e s s  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  inn  
keepe rs  and c r a f t  b u s in e s s e s  i n  t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  p r e s s  
in 1932. These members of th e  middle c l a s s  were v i c t im s  of 
s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a n x i e t y ,  as many of  them f e a r e d  c ropping  i n t o  
the  p r o l e t a r i a t  w i th  the  d e c l in e  of  t h o s e  b u s i n e s s e s  from 
1928. They had faced  c o m p e t i t io n  from l a r g e r  b u s i n e s s e s ,  
such as b ig  depar tm ent  s t o r e s .  The NSDAP propaganda a l s o  
t a r g e t e d  t h e  big depar tment  s t o r e s .
As i s  e v i d e n t  from the  p reced ing  d a ta  in  c h a p t e r  V, t h e  
middle c l a s s  c o r r e l a t e s  most s t r o n g l y  with  t h e  p a r t i e s  of 
the  t r a d i t i o n a l  r i g h t  and o f  l i b e r a l i s m ;  as a p a r ty  of  t h e  
form er  t r a d i t i o n  the  NSDAP a t t r a c t e d  t h e  middle c l a s s ' s
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a t t e n t i o n  from th e  o u t s e t .  The p e r io d  o£ s u p e r  i n f l a t i o n  
had h i t  t h e  p r o p e r t y l e s s  middle c l a s s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a rd ,  
wiping out  t h e i r  s a v i n g s .  They a l s o  s u f f e r e d  th e  same 
s t a t u s  a n x i e t y .
Second ly ,  th e  Biddle  c l a s s  d id  not have s t r o n g  
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  a l l e g i a n c e s  t h a t  would have been t h e  
o b s t a c l e s  t o  t k e i r  r e c r u i t m e n t  by t h e  NSDAP. There were, 
however, s n a i l  middle  c l a s s  un ions  in  Heimar Germany. But 
th e se  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  o b s t a c l e  in  th e  way o i the  Nazis* 
growth. F i r s t ,  t h e i r  memberships were ex trem ely  modest as  
compared with  t h e  SPD and KPD a f f i l i a t e d  u n io n s .  Second, 
th e se  middle c l a s s  unions were not  c o h e s iv e .  T h ird ,  they  
were f a r  more open t o  th e  Nazis* p e r s u a s io n .  The middle 
c l a s s  un ions  co u ld  t h e r e f o r e  no t  compare t o  those  of th e  
workers in  terms of  p o l i t i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  
were a l s o  r i g h t  wing un ions  t h a t  the  " l e f t  wing" o f  t h e  
NSDAP had wanted to  a t t r a c t .
The p r e s e n t  s tu d y  has d em ons t ra ted  t h a t  t h e  middle c l a s s  
were a c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  NSDAP s u p p o r t .  In d e e d ,  many s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s  have a l r e a d y  argued t h a t  they were the  pr imary 
so u rc e  of s u p p o r t  f o r  the  p a r t y .  But a s  an a s p i r i n g  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass movement, t h e  p a r t y  had t o  broaden i t s  
i n i t i a l  s u p p o r t  base  t o  r e a l i s e  i t s  g o a l .
Drban r e s i d e n t s  p rcv ided  t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n i t i a l  vo te  
fo r  th e  p a r t y .  The a fo rem en t io ned  groups were g e n e r a l l y  
urban d w e l l e r s .  While th e  NSDAP r e g i s t e r e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y
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s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  n a t i o n a l l y  in  t h e i r  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s n a i l  p a r ty  se re  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  th e  c i t i e s .  An e x c e p t io n  s e r e  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  w orkers ;  a l though they vere  a l s o  predominant ly  
urban d w e l l e r s ,  they  g e n e ra l ly  did not  su p p o r t  th e  NSDAP in  
i t s  fo rm a t iv e  y e a r s .
The n e x t  group to  f i g u r e  p rom inently  as  s u p p o r t e r s  of th e  
NSDAE were t h e  f a r n e r s .  In Ju ly  1932 t h i s  group y i e ld e d  th e  
s t r o n g e s t  c o e f f i c i e n t  with th e  NSDAP v o te  o f  a l l  groups and 
by t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  they vere  the  p a r t y ' s  fo rem ost  hacke rs  
in  p roducing  th e  h ig h e s t  vote  a t  U 7 .155.
The fa rm e rs  had a t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  f a b r i c  and were an 
in depend en t  minded group, a s  Heberle  had found in  
S c h le s w ig - H o l s t e in .  The fa rm ers  won over  by t h e  Nat iona l  
S o c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e i r  r u r a l  sweep of  J u ly  1932 were 
overwhelmingly P r o t e s t a n t .  P r o t e s t a n t  fa rm ers  had a l a r g e  
number o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  but  a l l  o f  th e s e  p a r t i e s  were 
g u i t e  s m a l l ,  none ga in ing  over f o u r  p e rc e n t  in any Neimar 
p o l l .  The p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e s  o f  t h i s  group were 
t h e r e f o r e  d i s p e r s e d  and probably  no t  very s t r o n g .  The 
independen t  f a rm e rs  f e l t  c l o s e r  t o  th e  Nazi Se l tanschauuno 
than any group e x c e p t  perhaps  p o r t i o n s  of  th e  r i d d l e  c l a s s .  
C e r t a i n l y ,  o n ly  th e  f a r n e r s  cou ld  have i d e n t i f i e d  r e a d i l y  
with th e  NSDAE1s  "Blood and Ear th"  p h i lo s o p h y .  The fa rm ers  
were a l s o  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  a n t i - b i g  b u s in e s s ,  
an t i -com m unis t  and a n t i - s e m i t i c .  The f a r m e r s '  l e a d e r s h i p .
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weak to  beg in  with  compared with a l l  o t h e r  g roups ,  was open 
to t h e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t s .
The C a t h o l i c s  became th e  l a s t  b ig  group to f a l l  t c  German 
fa s c i s m ,  and n o t  u n t i l  the  t ime o f  t h e  l a s t  f i e i ia r  p o l l .  
This  group was c l e a r l y  t h e  h a r d e s t  one to  c o n ver t  t c  Nazism. 
S h i l e  C a th o l i c  though t  i t s e l f  might n o t  have been 
fun d am en ta l ly  i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  with Nazism, the  C a th o l i c  
church  e x e r t e d  a c u l t u r a l  i n f lu e n c e  on i t s  a d h e r e n t s  in  i t s  
h o l i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e .  From t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  the  C a th o l i c s  
had p redom inan t ly  backed th e  Zentrum and B VP s i n c e  t h e
a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m  o f  the  Bismarck e r a .  These p a r t i e s  were
fo rm idab le  o b s t a c l e s  fo r  the  NSDAP to  overcome. C a th o l i c s  
cou ld  p robab ly  have been won over somewhat more e a s i l y  i f  
t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  a l l e g i a n c e s  had been as  d i s p e r s e d  as th o se  
of P r o t e s t a n t s  f o r  whom p o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  was more of  a 
s e c u l a r  m a t t e r .
C a th o l i c i s m  in f lu e n c e d  a l l  fam ily  members s t r o n g l y  and
d i r e c t l y .  In  a family  with a t r a d e  union mesber ----  who
would have been l i k e l y  t o  back the  l e f t  ----- only  the  union
member was d i r e c t l y  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  union .  The r e s t  of 
t h e  family  was s u b j e c t  t o  only an i n d i r e c t  i n f l u e n c e .  For 
t h i s  rea son  i t  was e a s i e r  f o r  th e  NSDAP to  make in ro a d s  i n t o
the i n d u s t r i a l  workers than t o  p e n e t r a t e  C a th o l i c
364 H erber t  T in gs ten  f i n d s  t h a t  " n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s m  dur ing  
i t s  exp an s io n  in  th e  y e a r s  1930-1933 t o  an ever  
i n c r e a s i n g  e x t e n t  ga ined  s u p p o r t  among th e  women." He 
examines a l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  f o r  which da ta  cn t h e  vo t in g  
of  t h e  sexes  had been r e c o r d e d .  These d i s t r i c t s  were 
l o c a t e d  in  e i g h t  c i t i e s  and i n  p a r t s  o f  the  s o u th .  
T in g s t e n ,  Po l i t i c a l  Behaviour (London: King,  1S37), p.
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communit ies .3*4
The C a th o l i c  church  had a h i s t o r y  measured i n  c e n t u r i e s
while  t h e  t r a d e  union movement had e x i s t e d  t o r  merely a
number of  decad es .  C a th o l ic i sm  enjoyed the  kind o f
h i s t o r i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  and p r e s t i g e  t h a t  t r a d e  ucionism could  
h a rd ly  match.  For t h e  Natonal S o c i a l i s t  l e a d e r s ,  seme o f  
whom had am b i t io n s  to c r e a t e  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  
C a th o l ic i sm  was the  g r e a t e s t  o b s t a c l e .  In d e e d ,  i t  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  no te  t h a t  as a m a t t e r  of  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  t h e
C a th o l i c  Church ----  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  d e n o n in a t io n s  -----
has u s u a l ly  s u r v iv e d  i n  most t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t i e s ,  e . g . ,  
most E as t  European communist s t a t e s .
For t h e s e  re a so n s  the  C a th o l i c  masses were t h e  l a s t  group 
to  be c o n v e r t e d  t o  N a t iona l  S o c ia l i sm ,  and only a f t e r  
C a th o l i c  l e a d e r s  had in  e f f e c t  r e l e a s e d  t h e i r  members from 
the t r a d i t i o n a l  recommendation to  back " C a th o l i c "  p a r t i e s  
e x c l u s i v e l y  and the  SA had begun t o  a t t a c k  C a th o l i c
m ee t ings .
By summaris ing th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  va lues  fo r  a l l  t h e
e l e c t i o n s ,  as  i t  i s  dene in  Table  69,  t h e  o v e r a l l  view of  
the  growth o f  t h e  s o c i a l  base  of  th e  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  
movement can  be c o n c i s e ly  shown.
50.
T h is  i s  n o t  so s u r p r i s i n g  when one c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  
i n d u s t r i a l  workers  were a l l  but e x c l u s i v e l y  male. Thei r  
spouses  were s u b j e c t  to  on ly  a secondary i n f l u e n c e  o f  
t r a d e  unionism and r e l a t e d  l e f t i s t  p o l i t i c s .  C a th o l i c  
women were more i n s u l a t e d  a g a i n s t  the  NSDAP a p p e a l s  than  
the  wives o f  f a c t o r y  workers .
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Ta b le  6 9; C o r r e l a t i o n s  betKeen NSDAE v o te s  and 
s u p p o r t  g roups ,  192*1 -  1933
1924 1924 1928 1930 1932 1932 1933
May December Ju ly November
Unemployed .29 .25 .06 .17 .06 .03 .01
Urban .1 2 . 10 .  12 .06 - . 1 2 - . 1 2  - . 2 8
Middle c l a s s .19 .20 .  12 .14 - . 0 0 - . 0 2  - . 1 0
Farmer - . 0 9 - . 0 6 - . 0 8 - . 0 5 .11 .11 .34
Ncrking c l a s s - . o a - .  C7 .03 - . 0 8 16 - . 1 3  - . 3 6
C a th o l i c - . 1 6 - . 3 2 - .  11 - . 5 6 - . 7 6 - . 6 9  - . 5 5
i________________________ _________________________________________ i
In  t h e  f i r s t  two e l e c t i o n s ,  the  unemployed a id  t h e  middle 
c l a s s  p roduce  th e  s t r o n g e s t  c c e f f i c i e n t s  with  th e  NSDAP 
v o t e .  The r a n k - o r d e r  cf t h e s e  groups does not  change in  th e  
f i r s t  two e l e c t i o n s  bu t  i s  r e v e r s e d  in 1928. O c t i l  1932 th e  
movement had a r e l a t i v e l y  s t r o n g  urban b a se .
In  t h e  f i r s t  r e a l l y  big upsurge  o f  su p p o r t  in  1930 th e  
E r o t e s t a n t s  p layed t h e  major p a r t ,  a s  a s t r o r g l y  n e g a t iv e  
C a th o l i c  c o e f f i c i e n t  i s  o b t a i n e d .  The e s s e n t i a l l y  urban 
groups of the  unemployed and the  middle c l a s s  y i e l d  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s .
T h is  upsurge  was fo l low ed  i n  J u ly  1932 by t h e  r u r a l  sweep 
in which t h e  fa rm ers  cane t o  t h e  f o r e .  From t h a t  e l e c t i o n  
u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  the  r a n k - o r d e r  o f  t h e  supp o r t  groups was l e d  
by t h e  f a r n e r s ,  fo l low ed by the  unemployed, th e  middle 
c l a s s ,  t h e  urban r e s i d e n t s  and the  i n d u s t r i a l  w orkers .  The 
C a t h o l i c s  were l a s t ,  o r  c o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s
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r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  m a jo r i t y  o f  P r o t e s t a n t s  in  t h e i r  r a n k s .  This  
m a jo r i t y  had become p r o g r e s s i v e l y  t h i n n e r  from J u ly  1932 
onwards as C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  movement crumbled.
From 1930 th e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w i th  t h e  middle c l a s s  d e c l in e s  
but  t h e  group r e t a i n e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  as  the  t h i r d  s t r o n g e s t  
b a ck e rs  of the  NSDAP. The weakened va lues  can be unders tood  
to be a f u n c t io n  o f  t h e  broadened ba se  of  the  movement.
The weakened c o r r e la t io n  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in th e  l a s t  three
e l e c t i o n s  ----  fo u r  of  t h e  seven suppor t  groups y i e l d
n e g a t iv e  v a lu e s  ------ d i s g u i s e  t h e  im p o r tan t  l e v e l s  of su p p o r t
t h a t  e x i s t e d  among a l l  t h e s e  groups .  In  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
r e s p e c t  th e  p e rcen ta g e  breakdown o f  th e  NSDAP vote i s  more 
r e v e a l i n g  o f  th e  p a r t y ' s  s o c i a l  base  than t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s .  Table  70 summarises th e  p e rc e n ta g e s  of  t h e  
NSDAP v o te s  o b ta in e d  in t h e  a r e a s  t h a t  c o n ta in e d  the  h ig h e s t  
d e n s i t y  of each o f  the  su p p o r t  g roups .  In a d d i t i o n , t h e  
p a r t y ' s  vote  in the  most pro-NSDAP reg ion  i n  each e l e c t i o n  
i s  r e p o r t e d .
H h i le  t h e  NSDAP middle c l a s s  c o e f f i c i e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
middle c l a s s  su p p o r t  fo r  the  p a r ty  weakened f r c i  1930, Table 
70 p r e s e n t s  a d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t  o f  the  p r o f i l e  of t h i s  
demographic group: From t h i s  t a b u l a t i o n  of  t h e  NSDAP v o te s
by a r e a s  c o n t a i n i n g  th e  s t r o n g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o r s  of su p po r t  
g ro u ps ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  middle c l a s s  l e n t  the  h ig h e s t  
p e rc e n t a g e s  o f  th e  v o tes  to  the  NSDAP from 193C. Only th e  
s t r o n g e s t  farming a r e a s  i n  1933 and the  a re a s  o f  the  h ig h e s t
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I Table 7 0 ; NSDAP v otes  by support groups, 1924 -  1933 |
j NSDAP v o te  p e rc e n ta g e s  in  a r e a s  o f  h i g h e s t  |
j d e n s i t y  o f  r e s p e c t i v e  demographic groups,, j
i Begion o f  s t r o n g e s t  NSDAP s u p p o r t .  |
1924 1924 1928 1930 1932 1932 1933
May December
M ^ __ T —
Ju ly  INovember
Mean v o te 7.71 3.51 3. 14 18.98 39.19 34.64 46.70
Unemployed 15.88 6.61 4 .90 22.40 36.92 31.43 43.07
Urran 10.69 5.01 4.32 20.12 36.62 32.07 41.36
Middle c l a s s 14.06 6.57 5.47 23.36 39.25 33.60 44.45
Farmer 8.73 3 .50 3.  19 16.37 37.73 32.92 47.10
{forking c l a s s ; 6 .85 2.86 3-40 17.78 36.04 32.66 40.64
C a th o l i c 5.65 1.53 2.09 10.31 20.87 19.41 37.93
Begion 11.30 5.56 4 .55 23.42 46.52 4C.66 50.60
sou th n or th sou th n o r th n or th west e a s t
i -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  j
unemployment i n  1924 gave the  N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t s  l a r g e r  
s h a r e s  o f  t h e  v o te s  than did t h e  middle c l a s s .  In the  a r e a s  
with t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t io n  of  members of t h e  middle c l a s s  
the  i n c r e a s e  i n  the  NSDAP vote  kep t  up with t h e  p a r t y ' s  
n a t i o n a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  tw e lve  p e rcen t  in  1933.
The widening r e l i g i o n s  c leavage  between 1928 and Ju ly  
1932 i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  " s e r e "  18 .8X NSDAE i n c r e a s e  as  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  Beich v o t e  grew by 3 6 .1 * .  D esp i te  t h i s  13.3X NSDAP 
i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  most h e a v i ly  C a th o l i c  a r e a s ,  the  p a r t i e s  
t h a t  had t r a d i t i o n a l l y  en joyed th e  su p p o r t  of  C a t h o l i c s ,  t h e  
Zentrum and th e  BVP, managed t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  s h a r e  of t h e
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votes  in  the sane areas in July 1932 by one and a ha l f
p e r c e n t ,  t o  5 2 . 7X.
& p o l a r i s a t i o n  o f  the  two main r e l i g i o u s  communities  had 
occurred  i n a e d i a t e l y  be fo re  t h e  narrowing of the  r e l i g i o u s  
c leavage  i n  November 1932. from November 1932 to  March 1933 
C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  N a t io n a l  Soc ia l i sm  was broken as t h e  
vote  f o r  the  movement grew by 18.535 i n  the  a o s t  h e a v i ly
C a th o l i c  a r e a s  ----  the  l a r g e s t  NSDAP i n c r e a s e  with any
demographic group ----- s c  t h a t  more th an  one C a th o l i c  in
t h r e e  backed th e  N a t ion a l  S o c i a l i s t s .
Hith  th e  r u r a l  P r o t e s t a n t  sweep o f  1930, t h e  f a rm e rs  l e n t
the  NSDAP t h e i r  second h ig h e s t  v o te  ----  a f t e r  t h e  middle
c l a s s  ----- whereas b e fo re  t h a t  year  i t  had been th e  f o u r th
 in  1 9 2 h  and f i f t h  h i g h e s t   i n  1928. As th e
r e l i g i o u s  c le a v a g e  narrowed th e  fa rm e rs  ex tended  the  l a r g e s t  
p e rc en ta g e  of s u p p o r t  to the  NSDAP of any group in  1933, and 
n e a r ly  t h e  l a r g e s t  in  November 1932. Table 71 p r e s e n t s  a 
summary of th e  r a n k - c r d e r  o f  demographic  g roups ,  based on 
t h e i r  NSDAP vote p e rc e n t a g e s  as r e c o rd e d  in  f i g u r e  4 and 
Table 70.
The c h r o n o l o g i c a l  dimension of  Table  71 i l l u s t r a t e s  th e
s h i f t i n g  c h a r a c t e r  o f  NSDAP s u p p o r t .  The growth o f  th e
farmers* s u p p o r t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  d r a m a t i c .  The c o n s t a n t l y  
s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  middle c l a s s  i s  e v id e n t  and i s  in  
harmony with  th e  a n a ly s e s  o f  t h e  many s c h o l a r s  who emphasise  
the  middle c l a s s  p r o f i l e  o f  NSDAP s u p p o r t .  Cost of  t h e s e
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Table  7 1 ; R ank-c rder  of  NSDAE s u p p o r t  g roups ,  1924 -  
1933
B ank-o rde r  o f  p e rc e n ta g e s  of  NSDAP v o te s  in a r e a s  
o f  h i g h e s t  d e n s i t y  of  r e s p e c t i v e  demographic groups.
1924 1924 1928 1930 1932 1932 1933
Bay December Ju ly November
Unemployed 1 1 2 2 3 5 3
Urban 3 3 3 3 4 4 4
Biddle  c l a s s 2 2 1 1 1 1 2
Farmer 4 4 5 4 2 2 1
Working c l a s s 5 5 4 6 5 3 5
C a th o l i c 6 6 6 5 6 6 6
s c h o l a r s  have  n o t  r e c o g n i se d  th e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a b s o l u t e  l e v e l  
of su p p o r t  f o r  t h e  NSDAP t h a t  e x i s t e d  among the  C a t h o l i c s ,  
in  s p i t e  of  the  g e n e r a l l y  s t r o n g  degree  o f  C a th o l i c  
r e s i s t a n c e  to  t h e  Nazi movement.
The N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  movement grew a s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  i t  
e rod ed .  The groups d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h  of r e s i s t a n c e  
to  t h e  N a z is .  The o r d e r  of  NSDAP c on g ues t  o f  groups appea rs  
to  co r re sp o n d  with  t h e  l e v e l  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  to  the  N azis ;  t h e  
l o v e r  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e ,  t h e  sooner  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  of  th e  group 
to  t h e  movement.
C o n cu r ren t  v i t h  t h e  seemingly  s e g u e n t i a l  c ongues t  o f  
groups came th e  narrowing o f  s o c i a l  c le a v a g e s .  The N a t ion a l  
S o c i a l i s t  movement embodied a number o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  
among which were th e  p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  a p p e a ls  and the  a t t e m p t  
to  b u i l d  a mass movement of  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  n a t u r e .  Such a
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mass movement e n t a i l s  widespread  s u p p o r t  in  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
s e c t o r s .  The NSDAP t r i e d  t o  appea l  t o  a l l  g roups ,  and i t s  
emphasis  on p a r t i c u l a r  groups s h i f t e d  from time t o  t im e .  
Often th e s e  a p p e a l s  to  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t o r s  were in  c o n f l i c t ,  
f o r  example ,  t h e  NSEAP t r i e d  t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  backing of 
b u s in e s s  w h i le  a l s o  a t t e m p t in g  t c  present,  i t s e l f  as  a p a r ty  
of l a b o u r .  Cf c o u r s e ,  t h i s  approach i s  not  unique to t h e  
NSDAE, b u t  t h e  N a z i s '  c a se  was more consp icuous ly  
i n c o n s i s t e n t  than o t h e r s .
D e sp i te  such c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  the  movement managed 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  to  narrow s o c i a l  c l e a v a g e s .  A measure of  t h i s  
achievement  can be o b ta ined  by observ ing  the  s ta n d a rd  
d e v ia t i o n  f o r  t h e  means of  th e  v o tes  of  each croup.  This 
g iv es  an i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  range  o f  th e  NSDAP votes  between 
s o c i a l  g ro u p s ;  i f  s o c i a l  c le a v a g e s  a r e  wide, the  s ta n d a rd  
d e v i a t i o n  w i l l  be l a r g e .  Table  72 p r e s e n t s  t h e  mean, 
s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  and c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  v a r i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
NSDAE v o t e s ,  c a l c u l a t e d  from th e  d a ta  o f  Table  70. The 
c o e f f i c i e n t  of  v a r i a b i l i t y  a l low s  th e  comparison o f  
d i s t r i b u t i o n s  having  d i f f e r e n t  means which i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  
case  with t h e  NSDAP v o te .
The standard d ev ia t ion  narrows over the f i r s t  three  
e l e c t i o n s ,  the r e s u l t  of the shrinking NSDAP v o te .  Nith the  
next two e l e c t i o n s  the movement expanded e x p lo s iv e ly  and a 
number o f  c lea v a g es  widened, t r ig g e r in g  the larger  va lues .  
As the  movement continued to  spread, however, c lea v a g es  were
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T ab le  7 2 : The NSDAE and s o c i a l  c l e a v a g e s ,  1924 -  1933
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  NSDAP v o te s  i n  a r e a s  
o f  h i g h e s t  d e n s i ty  of r e s p e c t i v e  demographic groups.
C o e f f i c i e n t  
Standard of
E le c t i o n  dean d e v ia t i o n  v a r i a b i l i t y
May 1924 7.71 3 .70 .48
December 1924 3.51 1.94 -55
1928 3.14 1. 16 -37
1930 18.96 4 .75 .25
J u l y 1932 39. 19 7.68 .20
November 1932 34.64 6.29 .18
1933 46. 7 C 4.21 .09
overcome a s  i t  approached u n i v e r s a l  su p p o r t ;  with t h i s  t h e  
s t a n d a r d  d e v i a t i o n  d rops .
Shen th e  widely d i f f e r e n t  v o t in g  means a r e  taken  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  in  the  f o r a  of  the  c o e f f i c i e n t  of 
v a r i a b i l i t y ,  i t  becomes c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r - c l a s s  su p p o r t  
d i f f e r e n t i a l  narrowed c o n t in u o u s ly  th roughout  a l l  t h e  Heimar 
e l e c t i o n s ,  excep t  f o r  t h e  p e r io d  between the  FSDAE's f i r s t  
two e l e c t i o n s  i n  1924. Although i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t c  s p e c i f y  
the  cau ses  of t h i s  i r r e g u l a r i t y ,  i t  may be s t a t e d  in  pass ing  
t h a t  t h e  NSDAP had been banned from November 1923 to  
February  1925. a s  w e l l ,  t h i s  development o f  the  narrowing 
i n t e r - c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  began in  1928, long  b e fo re  the  
NSDAP became a genuine mass movement, i t  proceeded in s p i t e  
of an a p p a r e n t  s l i g h t  l o s s  of a b s o lu te  su p p o r t  in  November 
1932.
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The p re c e d in g  d a ta  have shown t h a t  N a t iona l  Soc ia l i sm  was
a d i v i s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  c u r r e n t  ----  as  well  as one t h a t
responded to  some e x i s t i n g  d i v i s i o n s  among the  German 
peop le .  Host s t u d e n t s  o f  the  NSDAP have a l r e a d y  re c o g n i se d  
t h i s .  In d ee d ,  many s c h o l a r s  emphasise  such d i v i s i o n s .  He 
s u g g e s te d ,  in  Chapter  I ,  t h a t  a s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c a l  
movement such as  Nazism i n e v i t a b l y  e x h i b i t s  two mutua l ly  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  £a) grcup su p p o r t
d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  as wel l  a s  (b) u n i v e r s a l  a p p e a l .
The s t a t i s t i c s  of  th e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  have confirmed t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of  groups su p p o r t  d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  These,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  the  breakdown of  the  NSDAP v o t e s ,  have a l s o  
d em ons tra ted  th e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  wide sp read  s u p p o r t .  F u r th e r  
e v id en ce  o f  the  u n i v e r s a l  ap p ea l  of  the  Nazis i s  o f f e r e d  by 
F igure  5 ,  in  which the  NSDAP vo tes  a re  p l o t t e d  by a r e a s  
c o n ta in i n g  the  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of th e  main su p p o r t  
g r o u p s . 365
F ig u r e  5 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t ,  on the  one hand, th e  novement 
r e c e iv e d  r e a s o n a b ly  d i f f e r e n t  d e g rees  o f  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  
b u t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  i t  r e c e iv e d  l a r g e l y  u n i v e r s a l  
su p p o r t  from a lmost  a l l  th e  groups i n  the  s o c i e t y .
These two m utua l ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  
N a t iona l  S o c i a l i s t  su p p o r t  a r e  aga in  e v id e n t  from th e  
e xam in a t io n  o f  t h e  u r b a n - r u r a l  c leavage  o f  t h e  NSDAP v o te s .  
The p r e s e n t  da ta  on t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  the  Nazi su p p o r t  has  
dem ons tra ted  the  e x i s t e n c e  and development of  t h i s  c le a v a g e .
36s p r e c i s e  vo te  p e rc e n ta g e s  a re  l i s t e d  in  Table 70.
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f i g u r e  6 p l o t s  th e  NSDAP vo tes  in  each o f  the  f c u r  l e v e l s  o f  
u r b a n i s a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  examined th rou g ho u t  t h i s  s tu d y .
The f i g u r e  shows t h a t  th e  u r b a n - r u r a l  c leavage  of NSDAP 
su p p o r t  e x i s t e d ,  and t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h i s  c leavage  
changed over  t im e .  I t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  u r b a n - r u r a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  appear  sm a l l  in  t h e  c o n te x t  of  th e  SSDAE*s l e v e l  
of a b s o l u t e  su p p o r t  in  a l l  t y p es  of  comm unit ies .
F igu re s  5 and 6 ,  t h e n ,  show t h a t  Nazism e x h i b i t e d  th e  two 
mutual ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  (a) croup su p p o r t  
d i f f e r e n t i a l s ,  and [b) u n i v e r s a l  a p p e a l .  The p resen ce  of
the  l a t t e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  ----- u n i v e r s a l  a p p ea l  ----- may
su g g e s t  t h a t  many sc h o la r s*  emphasis  on the  importance  of 
the  su p p o r t  o f  one ,  o r  very few ,  demographic croups in  t h e  
r i s e  of  t h e  Nazi movement may, to  some e x t e n t ,  d i v e r t  our 
a t t e n t i o n  from the  t r u e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  th e  movement. Indeed ,  
i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  th e  s c h o l a r s  might be p u rsu in g  a f a l s e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  framework.
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Chapter VIII
c c i c m s i c i i s
The d a ta  base  of t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r c s  a l l  
fieimar Nazi v o t in g  s t u d i e s  in  the  fo l low ing  two r e s p e c t s :  
(a) t h i s  s t u d y  c o v e r s  a l l  t h e  f ie ich s tag  e l e c t i c c s  dur ing  t h e  
i e im ar -N az i  p e r i o d ,  and ft) t h i s  s tudy  use s  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  
from a l l  t h e  K re ise .  I n s o f a r  as we a re  ab le  to de te rm ine ,  
a l l  o t h e r  Neimar-Nazi  e l e c t i o n  s t u d i e s  use  e i t h e r  a sample 
of e l e c t i o n s ,  as  in  the  case  of L i p s e t , 346 or  a sample of  
K r e i s e . as in  th e  case  o f  C h i l d e r s . 367
T h is  s tu d y  th u s  i s  f a r  more comprehensive than  o t h e r  
e l e c t o r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  Kazisa and f a r  more complete  in  i t s  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of  Nazi v o t in g  behav iour  than  th o s e  p re s e n te d  in  
o th e r  s t u d i e s ,  a l though  ve must r e c o g n i s e  th e  l i m i t a t i o n  of  
e c o l o g ic a l  d a ta  a n a l y s i s  as opposed to i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l  d a ta  
a n a l y s i s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s tudy  a re  f a r  more r e l i a b l e  
than th o se  c£ o t h e r  s t u d i e s  which a r e  based  on more 
r e s t r i c t e d  da ta  b a s e s .  Because o f  th e  scope of th e  d a t a ,  
t h i s  s tudy  t o o t  a lo n g e r  t ime t c  complete  t h a n  most M.A- 
t h e s e s .  The unusual  amount of lab ou r  i n v e s te d  appea rs  t o  be 
well  j u s t i f i e d  in  view of  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e s u l t s  o b ta in e d .
366 Seymour t l a r t i n  L i p s e t ,  "»F a s c i s m *  L e f t ,  B ig h t ,  and
C e n t e r , "  l f l l i i i c a l - f l a j i - l h e - £ < a c i a l - B a s e s  of -E f lU . t i c s .
34T C h i l d e r s ,  The Nazi V o te r .
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He t h in k  t h a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  p r e s e n t  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t  
r e p r e s e n t  a t  l e a s t  an in c re m e n ta l  g a in  i n  our u n de rs tan d in g  
of t h e  phencmenon o f  t h e  Nazi t o t a l i t a r i a n  movenent.
Above a l l ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of the p r e s e n t  s tu d y  provide  a 
d a ta -b a s e d  e m p i r i c a l  fou n d a t io n  f o r  l i n z * s  theo ry  o f  t h e
p ro c e s s  of  th e  c r e a t i o n  of  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  ----- t h e
breakdown o f  th e  o ld  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and th e  c r e a t i o n  of a 
u t o p i a . 368
The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r i s e  o f  N a t io n a l  S o c i a l i s t  occu r red  i n  
the  c o n t e x t  o f  f r e q u e n t  p a r l i a m e n ta r y  e l e c t i o n s  has a f fo rd e d  
the  r a r e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  s tu d y in g  the  development of an 
a s p i r i n g  t o t a l i t a r i a n  movement th rough  e l e c t o r a l  d a t a .  
Nhile  th e  use  o f  such d a ta  d i c t a t e s  an e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  
the  s tu d y  o f  demographic g rou p s ,  a s  opposed t o  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
i s  bo th  a p p r o p r i a t e  and v a l u a b l e .  I t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  t h a t  
i t  i s  i n  harmony with l i n z ' s  o b s e r v a t io n  t h a t  l a r g e  
movements a r e  more f i t t i n g l y  s t u d i e d  a t  the  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
l e v e l .  I t  i s  v a lu a b le  i n  t h a t  i t  p r o v id e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  
r o l e  of groups  in  t h e  r i s e  of a r i g h t  wing movement, in  a 
s o c i e t y  t h a t  was h igh ly  c o n sc io u s  of  g roups .  For th e se  
r e a s o n s ,  t h e  lack  of  survey  data  concern ing  th e  N a t iona l  
S o c i a l i s t  movement might not  be r e g r e t t e d .  Survey r e s e a r c h  
p r o j e c t s  o f t e n  emphasise  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  t h e  expense of  
paying a t t e n t i o n  t o  groups .
368 l i n z ,  " T o t a l i t a r i a n  and A u t h o r i t a r i a n  Regimes,"  p. 209.
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I n  t h e  cou rse  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  conducted  in  t b i s  s t u d y ,  i t  
has become c l e a r  t h a t  most s t a t i s t i c a l  s t u d i e s  of 
iie imar-Nazi e l e c t i o n s  do not  c a r e f u l l y  a s s e s s  the  r o l e s  of 
two b a s i c  t o o l s  o f  t h i s  type  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s :
p e rc e n ta g e  and p ro d u c t -n o a e n t  c o r r e l a t i o n -  Some s t u d i e s 36* 
and some s t a t i s t i c i a n s  a p p a r e n t l y  assume t h a t  the  l a t t e r  i s  
more i n f o r m a t i v e  than t h e  fo rm er .  Tet th e  r e s u l t s  of our  
r e s e a r c h  work has sometimes su g g e s te d  a r e v e r s a l  of t h i s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and t h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  so  when Nazism had 
a t t a i n e d  overwhelming sup p o r t  from a p a r t i c u l a r  demographic 
group.
In  t h e  co u rse  of  t h e  growth of N a t ion a l  S o c ia l i s m ,
su p p o r t  g roups  o f t e n  s im u l t a n e o u s ly  e x h i b i t e d  huge i n c r e a s e s  
in  p e rc e n ta g e  su p p o r t  and weakening of  r e l a t i v e  su p p o r t  f o r
the  KSDAP. The two main t o o l s  of the  p r e s e n t  s tu d y ,  t h e
demographic breakdown of  vo tes  and product-moment 
c o r r e l a t i o n ,  p r o j e c t  th e s e  phenomena; th e  fo rm er  i n d i c a t e  
p e rc e n ta g e  of s u p p o r t ,  while the  l a t t e r  p o i n t  to  r e l a t i v e
su p p o r t .  Most e l e c t o r a l  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  NSDAP ----  c e r t a i n l y
the  most im p or tan t  ones ----  have examined c o r r e l a t i o n
c o e f f i c i e n t s .  These s t u d i e s  have co n seg u e n t ly  f a i l e d  t o  
convey t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of o f t e n  c o n s i d e r a b le  a b s o l u t e  su p p o r t  
ex tended  by demographic groups with which the  NSDAP vo te  had 
y i e ld e d  n e g a t iv e  c o r r e l a t i o n s .
36« po r  example ,  C h i l d e r s ,  The Nazi V oter , and Hamil ton, Who 
Voted f o r  H i t l e r ?
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The n o s t  d ram a t ic  example of  sach  a c o n t r a s t  between 
a b s o l u t e  and r e l a t i v e  su p p o r t  i s  p rov ided  by th e  C a th o l i c  
v o t e .  Throughout t h e  Neimar y e a r s ,  t h e  C a th o l i c s  had been 
the  l e a s t  r e c e p t i v e  of a l l  groups t o  t h e  NSDAP message, as  
the  n e g a t iv e  c o e f f i c i e n t s  i n d i c a t e .  However, the  breakdown 
of t h e  NSDAP v o te  had i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  in  March 1933, one 
C a th o l i c  i n  t h r e e  had p rcb a b ly  voted fo r  the  NSDAP. The
p r e s e n t  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s tu d y  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e s  t h a t  the  s o c i a l  
b a s i s  of N a t io n a l  S o c ia l i sm  changed th rough t h e  y e a r s  of i t s  
growth.  C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  f a c t  cou ld  not  have been a s c e r t a i n e d  
from th e  s tu d y  of s o l e l y  one e l e c t i o n .
The l o n g i t u d i n a l  p e r s p e c t iv e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
sequence i n  which demographic groups came t c  lend  t h e i r
su p p o r t  to  t h e  NSDAP, appea rs  t o  co rrespond  i n v e r s e l y  to  t h e  
degree  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  of t h e s e  groups to  the  p a r t y .  The
s t r o n g e r  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  of  a demographic group ,  the  l a t e r  
i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  NSDAP. Here, t h e  g roup(s  degree  of 
i n t e r n a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  appea rs  t c  f i g u r e  as t h e  im p o r tan t  
f a c t o r  in  d e te rm in in g  the  degree  of  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  a 
demographic group to  the  NSDAP. Linz e x p la in s  the  p ro cess  
of th e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  movement winning suppor t  a s  e n t a i l i n g
the  " u p ro o t in g  o f  o th e r  v a lu e s "  and the  "detachment from 
o t h e r  b o n d s ."  f u r th e r m o r e ,  Linz a rg u e s ,  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
th o se  e x i s t i n g  bonds and va lues  have t o  be p ro p e r ly  a s s e s s e d  
as we seek t o  un ders tand  th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s . 37° I t  
i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  c a t h o l i c s  were the  group tfcat possessed
370 L in z ,  " T o t a l i t a r i a n  and A u t h o r i t a r i a n  Regimes," p. 209.
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the  s t r o n g e s t  bonds and va lu e s  in  t h e  Neimar s o c i e t y .  This  
group Has  a l s o  the  l a s t  t o  lend su p p o r t  to  the  NSDAE.
The importance  of  t h e s e  bonds in  t h e  r e v o l u t io n a r y  
p r o c e s s  of th e  t o t a l i t a r i a n  movement winning s u p p o r t ,  as 
e x p la in e d  by L inz ,  may be p re s e n te d  g r a p h i c a l l y ,  from t h e  
f i n d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  In  F ig u re  7, t h e  x - a x i s  r e p r e s e n t s  
the  degree of c o h e s iv e n e s s ,  o r  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  of demographic 
g ro u p s .  The y - a x i s  r e p r e s e n t s  the  t em pora l  d im ens ion ,  i . e . ,  
t h e  seguence  in  u h ich ,  in  Linz*s words, " th e  u p ro o t in g  of  
o t h e r  v a lu e s "  and the  "detachment from e th e r  bonds" 
o c c u r r e d .
F ig u re  7 p l o t s  t h e  a p p a ren t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  
d egree  o f  u n i ty  of demographic groups and the  r e c r u i t m e n t  of  
l a r g e  numbers of members of t h e s e  groups i n t o  t h e  NSDAP. 
The s t r o n g e r  t h e  u n i ty  of  a group,  the  l a t e r  t i e  group l e n t  
i t s  su p p o r t  to  the  movement. The unemployed were t h e  l e a s t  
co h es iv e  o f  the  groups;  t h i s  group was a l s o  the  f i r s t  t o  
e x h i b i t  s t r o n g  su p p o r t  f o r  the  NSDAE. The C a t h o l i c s  were 
t h e  most i n t e g r a t e d  group;  C a t h o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
NSDAE was a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  i n t a c t  u n t i l  1933, when i t  
c rumbled.  The i n d u s t r i a l  w orke rs ,  o r  th e  workicg c l a s s ,  a r e  
no t  r e p r e s e n t e d  in  the  f i g u r e  f o r  the fo l lo w in g  t h r e e  
r e a s o n s :  {1) P r o p o r t i o n a l l y ,  they l e n t  t h e  l e a s t  amount of
s u p p o r t  to  t h e  NSDAP; (2) t h e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  workers  t h a t  
s u p p o r t e d  th e  NSDAP was e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a t i c ;  (3) t h e i r  
i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  the Nazi movement occurred  a f t e r  the  l a s t
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s t r o n g
X C a th o l i c s
X Farmers
Cohesiveness  
of  demographic 
groups
weak
X Riddle  c l a s s
X Unemployed
924 1933
l im ing  o f  NSDAE r e c r u i t m e n t
Fi g u r e  7 : C ohes iveness  of demographic
NStAP r e c r u i tm e n t
groups and
B e ic h s tag  e l e c t i o n  i n  1933. Although t h i s  o c c u r re d  beyond 
the  scope o f  t h i s  s tud y  i t  i s  worth n o t i c g  t h a t  t h e  
co h e s iv e n e s s  o f  t h e  u n io n -o rg a n ise d  workers r i v a l l e d  t h a t  of  
the  C a t h o l i c s .
The r o l e  of  r e l i g i o n  has  r e c e iv e d  only  s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  i n  
s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  NSDAE and t o t a l i t a r i a n  movements. While 
ex am in a t ion s  of the  NSDAP have commonly i d e n t i f i e d  
E r o t e s t a n t s  as  t h e  dominant c o n f e s s io n a l  kase o f  t h e
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sovement, l i t t l e  has keen s a i d  about  t h e  C a t h o l i c s .  Nhile 
the  C a t h o l i c s  on the  whole r e s i s t e d  the  a p p e a ls  of th e  NSDAP 
th rou g ho u t  t h e  Heimar p e r i o d ,  the  breakdown of t h i s  
r e s i s t a n c e  was c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n i b l e .  The p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  
b reak ing  o f  C a th o l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  was wel l  under way by th e  
t i n e  of  th e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  Barch *933. Many e l e c t o r a l  
s t u d i e s  have n e g le c t e d  t h a t  e l e c t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  S& 
i n t i m i d a t i o n  su r ro u n d in g  the  e l e c t i o n  had reduced t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  drawing r e l i a b l e  c o n c lu s io n s  from the  p o l l  
r e s u l t s .  However, t h e r e  had keen no acc o u n ts  of t e c h n i c a l  
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  the  conduc t  o f  the  p o l l i n g .  The 
i n t i m i d a t i o n  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t i e s  - — who n e v e r t h e l e s s  
r e g i s t e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b le  e l e c t o r a l  s u p p o r t  =— was an a s p e c t  
of t h e  imminent im p lem en ta t ion  c f  Glei c h s c h a l tn n o . I t  may 
be a rgued t h a t  G le ic h s c h a l tu n g  was a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of  th e  
t o t a l i t a r i a n  c h a r a c t e r  of  Nazism. Equipped with t h i s  
u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  Harch 1933 p e l l ,  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  convey an i n s t r u c t i v e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  
behav iour  of  t h e  demographic groups a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
j u n c t u r e .  The i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g  m o d i f i c a t io n  of  
the  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  C a th o l i c  v o t e r s  towards  t h e  NSDAP e a r l y  
in  1933 was p a r t i c u l a r l y  v a lu a b le .
The m u l t i p l e  r e g r e s s i o n  a n a l y s i s  of the  r o l e  o f  
r e g io n a l i s m  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been no s i g n i f i c a n t  
change i n  t h e  im por tance  of  r e g io n a l i s m  in  the  course  of  the  
fieimar y e a r s .  N o n e th e le s s ,  the  p o l a r i s a t i o n  between th e
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c l a s s - b a s e d  l e f t  and r i g h t  ----  a development t h a t ,  in  th e
e v o l u t i o n a r y  model, would have teen  accompanied ty  a
d im in u t io n  of  th e  im por tance  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c leavage  -----
appeared  t o  have sharpened  with t im e .
Huch o f  the  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n  could  be e x p la in e d  by
u n d e r ly in g  s o c i a l  c l e a v a g e s .  For example, the  s t ro n g
p re sen c e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  workers in  t h e  Buhr d i s t r i c t  accoun ts
f o r  th e  r e l a t i v e l y  weak su p p o r t  fo r  t h e  NSDAP in  t h i s  
r e g i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  the  c o n f e s s i o n a l  c leav a g e  accoun ts  f o r  
r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  in  t h e  vo te  in  s e v e r a l  r e g i o n s .
The e xam in a t io n  o f  vote  s h i f t s  between e l e c t i o n s  p ro v id es  
an i n d i r e c t  i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  base of new NSDAP 
s u p p o r t e r s  and g e n e r a l l y  a g re e s  with th e  f i n d in g s  from the  
s tu d y  o f  t h e  demographic g roups .
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  d a ta  on v o t e r  t u r n o u t  i n d i r e c t l y  p o i n t s  to  
t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  new NSDAF s u p p o r t e r s .  The q u e s t io n
of th e  r o l e  of v o t e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  the  r i s e  of the  NSDAP 
has r e c e i v e d  much a t t e n t i o n  from th e  s c h o l a r s .  The p r e s e n t  
s tudy  f i n d s  t h a t  th e  new v o t e r  had n o t  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  the  
NSDAF advance i n  1930. This  c o n c lu s io n  c o n t r a d i c t s  th o se  of  
most r e s e a r c h e r s .  l i p s e t ,  however, has ob ta in ed  a n e g a t iv e  
c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  NSDAP vo te  and t u r n o u t .  He f in d  
t h a t  t h e  Nazis had b e n e f i t t e d  from th e  r i s e  i c  t u r n o u t  in  
some a r e a s ,  fo r  example, i n  urban Hannover, fo r  which th e  
r e g r e s s i o n  e g u a t io n  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  93% o f  t h e  new v o te r s  
tu rned  t o  th e  NSDAP. F u r th e rm o re ,  i n  th o se  a r e a s  fo r  which
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NSDAF vote  change and t u r n o u t  a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  t h e  
t u r n o u t  r a t e s  t e n d  t o  be above the  Reich a v e rag e .
In  t h e  e l e c t i o n  of  Ju ly  1932, the  change in the  NSDAP 
vote  and change in  t u r r o u t  a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  c o r r e l a t e d ,  with 
the  NSDAP a p p a r e n t l y  ab so rb ing  n e s t  of  t h e  new v o t e r s .  In  
g e n e r a l ,  i n  most a r e a s ,  whether t h e s e  were u rb a r  o r  r u r a l ,  a 
s t r o n g  r i s e  in  t u r n o u t  was accompanied by a s t r o n g  r i s e  in  
the  NSDAP v o te .  The degree t o  which th e  NSDAE b e n e f i t t e d  
from th e  i n c r e a s e  in  t u r n o u t  v a r i e d  by r e g io n .  For example, 
in  r u r a l  Bavar ia  the  NSDAP had n e a r l y  monopolised t h e  new 
v o t e r s ,  as  th e  s c a t t e r g r a n  s l o p e  of .97 i n d i c a t e s ;  f o r  urban 
Eavar ia  t h i s  f i g u r e  i s  . 4 1 .
The drop  i n  t u r n o u t  i n  November 1932 d id  n o t  accoun t  f o r  
nuch i n  t h e  d e c l in e  in  t h e  NSDAP v o te  in  t h a t  e l e c t i o n .  The 
c o n c lu s io n  to  t h e  o p p o s i t e ,  put  forward by s e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s ,  
can t h e r e f o r e  be q u e s t io n e d .  Only in  th e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  in  
March 1933 had the  t u r n o u t  p layed  a major r o l e  fo r  the  NSDAP 
v o t e .  In t h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  th e  change in  t h e  p a r t y ' s  vo te  and 
change i n  t u r n o u t  p roduces  a c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  . 6 3 .
The Heimar e x p e r i e n c e  r e p r e s e n t s  a weak form of democracy 
f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  r i s e  cf a f a s c i s t  movement t h a t  a s p i r e d  to  
f a s h io n  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y .  The new s o c i e t y  r e g u i r e d  
the  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of t h e  old s o c i e t y .  This p r o c e s s  was f a r  
from complete  by March 1933. I t  got  under way s e r i o u s l y  
with t h e  im plem enta t ion  of G le ic h s c h a l tu n a  w i th in  a few 
months o f  t h e  l a s t  Weimar p o l l .  N one the less ,  t o t a l i t a r i a n
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t e n d e n c ie s  had c l e a r l y  been i n  ev idence  s i n c e  the  second 
n a jo r  e l e c t o r a l  t r iumph o f  the  HSDAP i n  t h e  s a n e r  c f  1932.
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A ppendix  A 
S g iI IS g IC A I,_SOPBCBS
The fo l lo w in g  were t h e  s o u r c e s  f o r  the  da ta  s e t  of 
B e icb s tag  e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  and demographic s t a t i s t i c s :  
B e ichs tao  e l e c t i o n s :
6 June 1920:
S t a t i s t i k  des deutschen Beichs {SdBI,
Band 291, I I I :  Die Hahlen zum B e icbs tag  am 6. Jun i  
1920, 20. Fehruar  1921 und 19. November 1922.
Hay 1924 and
7 Decern t e r  1924:
SdB. Band 315, I I  und IV: Die Hahlen zoa B e icbs tag  
am 4. Mai 1924 und am 7 .  Dezember 1924.
20 May 1928:
SdB, Eand 372, I  und I I :  H aup te rgebn isse  
der  Hahlen zum B e ic b s ta g  am 20. Mai 192E.
14 September 1930:
SdB.  Band 382, I  und I I :  Die Hahlen zum B e ichs tag  
am 14 September 1930.
31 J u ly  1932:
H au p te rg eb n is se  d e r  Hahlen zum B e ichs tag  am 31. J u l i
1932.
-  335 -
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6 Noventer 1932:
H aup te rgebn is se  der  Hahlen zum B e ic b s ta g  am 6. 
November 1932.
5 March 1933:
H a u p te rg eb n is se  d e r  Hahlen zum f ie ich s ta c  am 5. Harz
1933.
Orfcan-Bural l a t a
SdB,  Band 372, I I :  Die Hahlen zum H e ichs tag  am 20.
Mai 1928.
SdB. Eander 403-405: B e ru fsza h lu n g .
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The Bor leers. P e a r s o n ' s  c o r r e l a t i o n
The t e r n s  " th e  workers" and " the  i n d u s t r i a l  workers"  
r e f e r  to  th o se  who a re  dependent  on i n d u s t r y  and 
m an u fa c tu r in g .  The o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of  th e  
workers was the  "p e rc en ta g e  o f  the  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  
depending on in d u s t r y  and m a n u f a c t u r in g . " This  1925 
census  c a te g o ry  accounted f o r  36.59* o f  th e  German 
p o p u l a t i c n .
 r e rc e n ta g e d .b re a k d o w n
The o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  " th e  w o rk e r s / th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  workers"  was t h e  " p e rc e n ta g e  cf th e  t o t a l  
p o p u la t io n  depending on i n d u s t r y  and m a n u f a c tu r in g . " 
The d a t a  c f  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  were recoded  fo r  the t a b l e s  of  
t h e  p e rc e n ta g e d  breakdown of  v o t e s .  The r e s u l t i n g  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a s e s  was a s  f o l l o w s :
Cumulative 
P ro p o r t io n  of p e rc en ta g e  Number
in d .  workers o f  c a s e s  o f  c a se s
-  337 -
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0-20* 18.7 199
20.1-30* 40.4  231
30.1-40* 60.3  212
40.1-50* 78 .7  196
50.1-60* 89.6  116
60.1-80* 100.0 111
T o ta l  100.0 1C65
Valid  c a s e s :  1065. H iss ing  c a s e s :  62.
3fe§.»iddle_fi la£s 
The o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of " th e  middle 
c l a s s / p r o f e s s i o n a l s ' 1 was t h e  " p e rc e n ta g e  cf  th e  t o t a l  
p o p u la t io n  dependent on c i v i l  s e r v i c e ,  a roy  and navy, 
c l e r g y ,  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s . "  T h is  1925 census  
c a t e g o r y  accounted  f o r  4.63* o f  t h e  Germar p o p u la t io n .  
As with a l l  t h e  o th e r  o c c u p a t io n a l  census  c a t e g o r i e s ,  
t h i s  c a t e g o r y  was c o n s t r u c t e d  " v e r t i c a l l y . "  In t h e  case  
o f  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  i t  t h e r e f o r e  in c lu d e d  b l u e - c o l l a r  
m un ic ipa l  w ork e rs .  The da ta  fo r  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  were
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recoded fo r  th e  t a b l e s  of th e  p e rcen taged  breakdown of 
v o t e s .  The r e s u l t i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a se s  was as  
f o l lo w s :
P e rcen tage  
o f  o id d le  c l a s s
C u n u la t iv e  
pe rcen tag e  
o f  c a se s
Nusker 
o f  c a s e s
0 0 .0 0 - 0 2 .OCX €.6 70
0 2 .0 1 - 0 3 .OOX 34.3 294
0 3 . 0 1 - 0 4 .OCX 63-1 3C5
0 4 .0 1 - 0 6 .OOX 81-2 193
0 6 .0 1 - 1 0 .00X 94.5 141
10.01-20.0CX 100.0 58
T o ta l  100.0 1061
Valid  c a s e s :  1061. H iss ing  c a s e s :  66.
O rb a n is a t io n
The o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of " u r b a n i s a t i o n "  was t h e  
"p e rc e n ta g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u la t i o n  l i v i n g  in  towns with 
5 ,000 i n h a b i t a n t s  o r  more."  This  1925 c e c s u s  c a te g o ry
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accoan ted  fo e  36.51% of t h e  German p o p u l a t i o n .  The d a ta  
f o r  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  were recoded  f o r  the  t a b l e s  of  t h e  
p e rcen tag ed  breakdown o f  v o t e s .  The r e s u l t i n g
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a s e s  was as  f o l lo w s :
P e rcen tag e  
of urban 
r e s i d e n t s
Cumulative 
p e rc en ta g e  
o f  c a se s
Number 





T o ta l
30.2 
55.0 
77.  1 
10C.00






Valid  c a s e s :  1127. H iss ing  c a se s :  1.
The fa rm e rs
The o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of " t h e  fa rm e rs "  was t h e  
" p e rc e n ta g e  of  th e  t o t a l  p o p u la t io n  depending on 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f o r e s t r y ,  and f i s h e r y . "  T h is  1925 census  
c a te g o ry  accounted  f o r  32.19% o f  th e  German p o p u la t io n .
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The d a ta  of t h i s  v a r i a b l e  were recoded f o r  th e  t a b l e s  of  
th e  p e rc e n ta g e d  breakdown of  v o t e s .  The r e s u l t i n g  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  c a s e s  was as  fo l low s?
Cumulative 
P e rcen tag e  p e rc e n ta g e  Number
o f  f a rm e rs  o f  c a se s  o f  c a s e s
0.00-05.0035 22.0 234
5.01-10.0035 26.9 52
10. 01-20.0035 33.6 72
2 0 .0 1 - 3 0 .OC35 46.2 134
30.01-40.0035 57.6 121
40. 01-50.0035 71.9 153
50.01-60.0C35 86.9 159
6 0 .0 1 - 9 0 . GC* 100.0 140
T o ta l  100.0 1C65
T o ta l  c a s e s :  1127. H iss ing  cases?  62 or
5.535.
Jhe_anemEloved
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The o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  of " t h e  unemployed" was th e  
" p e r c e n ta g e  of  the  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  dependent on 
unemployed workers or  cn workers with nc o ccupa t ion  
m en t ioned ."  This  1925 census  ca teg o ry  accounted f o r  
9.01X of  t h e  German p o p u l a t i o n .  The da ta  of  t h i s  
v a r i a b l e  were recoded f o r  th e  t a b l e s  of  t h e  pe rcen taged  
breakdown o f  v o t e s .  The r e s u l t i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c a s e s  
was as f e l l o w s :
Percen tage  
of unemployed
Cumulative 
pe rc en ta g e  
of  c a se s
Number 
o f  c a se s
0 . 0 0 - 0 5 . OCX
5 . 0 1 - 1 0 . OCX
1 0 .0 1 -1 5 .OOX
1 5 .0 1 - 3 0 .00S
T o ta l










T o ta l  c ase s :  
5.5X.
1127. Hiss ing  c a s e s :  62 o r
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2h £ - £ § £ M l i £ s
Ibe  o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " C a t h o l i c s ” was 
" p e r c e n ta g e  C a t h c l i c . ” This  1925 c en su s  c a te g o ry  
accoun ted  f o r  35.02% of  the  German p o p u l a t i o n .  The d a ta  
of t h i s  v a r i a b l e  were recoded f o r  t h e  t a b l e s  of t h e  
p e rcen tag ed  breakdown c f  the  v o t e s .  The r e s u l t i n g  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  c a s e s  was as  f o l lo w s :
C u s u la t i v e  
P e rce n tag e  p e rc e n ta g e  Nusber
of  C a th o l i c s  o f  c a s e s  o f  c a se s
0.00-05.00% 32.8 348
5 .01 -1 0 .00 *  44.7  126
10.01-20 .00*  53.5  S3
2 0 .01-30 .00*  58. 1 49
3 0 .01-40 .00*  63.6 58
4 0 . 0 1 - 5 0 .OCX 67.2 38
5 0 .01 -60 .00*  70.0  30
6 0 .01 -70 .00*  73.0 32
7 0 .0 1 -80 .00*  76 .2  34
8 0 .01-90 .00*  83.4  76
90 .01-100 .00*  100.0 176
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Total 100.0 10E0
T o ta l  c a s e s :  1127. H iss in g  c a s e s :  67 oc
5 .9 * .
The r e g i o n s
The r e g i o n s  r e f e r r e d  to  i t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  from th e  t h i r t y - f i v e  Ha b l k r e i s e . th e  l a r g e  
e l e c t o r a l  u n i t s .  Eut th e  s o u r c e  o f  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  datai 
were t h e  s m a l l e r  K re ise  w i th in  t h e s e  H a h l k r e i s e .
The H a h lk re i se  in c lu d e d  i n  each r e g io n  were as 
f o l l o w s :
The E as t :  O s tp re u s s e n ,  B e r l i n ,  Potsdam I ,  Potsdam
I I ,  F r a n k f u r t  an dem Oder, Pommern, Magdeburg, 
Merseburg, T hur ingen ,  L e ip z ig .
E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t :  B re s la u .  L i e g n i t s ,  Oppeln,
D resden-Bau tzen ,  Chemnitz-Zwickau.
The North:  S c h le s w ig - H o ls t e in ,  Heser-Ems,
C s th an n ov er ,  Sudhannover-Braunscbweig,  Hamburg,
Mecklenburg.
The Buhr d i s t r i c t :  H e s t f a l e n -N o rd ,  H e s t f a l e n -S u d ,
Koln-kachen ,  B u s s e l d o r f - O s t , D u s s e ld o r f - H e s t .
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The West: Hessen-Hassau,  K o b le n z -T r ie r ,  P f a l z ,
Hessen-Darm stad t .
The South:  Oberbayern-Schwaben, F iederbayern ,
Franken ,  Hurt temberg,  Baden.
Demographic.c ha r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  r e g io n s
The demographic c h a r a c t e r  
i n d i c a t e d  by th e  d a ta  f ro  
f o l l o v s :
The E a s t .
Drban r e s i d e n t s :  
E a rn e rs :
I n d u s t r i a l  workers :
P r o f e s s i o n a l s :
Unemployed:
P r o t e s t a n t s :
C a th o l i c s :
Nunber o f  v a l i d  ca se
The E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t .  
Urban r e s i d e n t s :  
E a rn e r s :
I n d u s t r i a l  workers:
P r o f e s s i o n a l s :
Unemployed:
s t i e s  of  each r e g i o n ,  as  
the  1925 c e n s u s ,  were as
44. 2555 o f  the  p c p u la t i o n .  
30.38* of  the p c p u la t i o n .  
35.17* of  the  p c p u la t i o n .  
5 .15* o f  the p o p u la t i o n .  
10.283 o f  the p c p u la t i o n .  
87.953 o f  the  p c p u la t i o n .  
8.803 of  the p c p u la t i o n .
: 249. Missing c a s e s :  13.
44.963 of the p c p u la t io n
25.303 of the p c p u la t io n
43.613 of the p c p u la t i o n
4.393 of the p c p u la t io n
9.633 of the p c p u la t io n
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P r o t e s t a n t s :
C a t h o l i c s :
3 4 6
66-92% of  the  p c p u la t i o n .
30. 5 155 of  the  p o p u l a t i o n .
Number o f  v a l i d  c a s e s :  110. H iss ing  c a s e s :  1.
The North.
Orfcan r e s i d e n t s : 31. 0255 of the p c p u la t i o n
Farmers: 34.0855 of the p c p u la t i o n
I n d u s t r i a l  workers: 30.5135 of the p c p u la t i o n
P r o f e s s i o n a l s : 5.1055 o f the p c p u la t i o n
Unemployed: 9. 1455 of the p c p u la t i c n
P r o t e s t a n t s : 88.3455 o f the p c p u la t i o n
C a t h o l i c s : 10.1555 o f the p c p u l a t i c n
Number o f  v a l i d  c a se s : 170. H iss ing  c a s e s :  8
The Buhr d i s t r i c t .  
Orfcan r e s i d e n t s : 60.2655 of the p c p u la t i c n
Farmers: 16.5055 of the p c p u la t i o n
I n d u s t r i a l  workers: £2.1155 of the p c p u la t i o n
P r o f e s s i o n a l s : 4.1455 of the p c p u la t i c n
Unemployed: 7.9835 of the p c p u la t i o n
P r o t e s t a n t s : 45.3955 of the p c p u la t i o n
C a t h o l i c s : 52.3655 of the p c p u l a t i c n
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Number of v a l id  c a se s :  128. Hissing ca ses :  22.
The S e s t .
Urban r e s i d e n t s : 26. 19% of the p o p u la t io n
Farmers: 34. 03% of the p c p u la t i o n
I n d u s t r i a l  workers: 36.40% of the p c p u la t io n
P r o f e s s i o n a l s : 4.64% of the p c p u la t i c n
Unemployed: 7.61% of the pcpu la t ion .
P r o t e s t a n t s : 57.05% of the p c p u la t i c n
C a t h o l i c s : 41.07% of the p c p u la t i c n
Number of  v a l i d  case s :  107. H iss ing  c a s e s :  1
The South .
Urban r e s i d e n t s : 27.83% of the p c p u la t i c n
Farmers: 42.08% of the p c p u la t i c n
I n d u s t r i a l  workers: 31.72% of the p c p u la t icn .
P r o f e s s i o n a l s : 3.99% of the p c p u la t i c n
Unemployed: 8.66% of the p c p u la t i c n
P r o t e s t a n t s : 34.67% of the p c p u la t i c n
C a t h o l i c s : 64.63% of the p c p u la t i c n
Number of  v a l i d  c a s e s :  302. H iss ing  c a s e s :  6.
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appendix C
THE NSDAP VOTE AMD VOTBR IDENOUT 
S c a t t e r g r a n :  Change i n  NSDAP vo te  and change in
t u r n o u t ,  1930-Ju ly  1932, in  r u r a l  B a v a r i a .
voter
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Appendix D
IMfl.B3£Sgoe51£fliiL£Jfii?£,£i31BlimgH-C9gyyK?SBTS
Urtan Farmer Working Middle
C lass C lass
Urban 1.00
(1066)










- . 8 1
(1065)


























- . 3 9
(1065)








- . 1 8
(1059)








- .  17
(1059)
- .  11 
(1059)
Unemployed P r o t e s t a n t  C a th o l i c
Urban o 42 .09 - . 1 2
(1064) (1059) (1059)
Farmer - . 3 9 - .1 8 .22
(1065) (1059) (1059)
Working - . 0 5 .14 - . 1 7
C las s (1065) (1059) (1059)
Middle .64 .09 - . 1 1
C la s s (1064) (1059) (1059)
Unemployed 1.00 .11 - . 1 2
(1065) (1059) (1059)
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P r o t e s t a n t  .11 1.00 -1 .00
(1059) (1060) (1058)
C a th o l i c  - . 1 2  - 1 .0 0  1.00
(1059) (1058) (1060)
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Appendix E
S ta n d a r d i s e d  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  backward r e g r e s s i o n .
V a r ia b le  *1924 192 4 1928
Hay Dece liber
I n t e r c e p t  4 .36 3.63 2.13
Urban
Working c l a s s  
Middle c l a s s  
Unemployed 









. 177 xxx 
- .315xxx






E a s t - s o a t h - e a s t  
fiuhr d i s t r i c t  
West 
South
- .  129xxx 
- .  199xxx 
199xxx 
- -  115xx 
. 230xx
- . 1 2 8 xxx 
- . 204xxx 
- « 158xxx 
- . 158xxx 
N.S.
- .289xxx 
- .  179xxx 
- . 2 12xxx 
N.S. 
N.S.
S o u t h / P r o t e s t a n t  
% change t u r n o u t
N.S.
199xxx
.  127x 
• 079x
.  140xx 
N.S.
M u l t ip l e  H .57 .51 .49
V a r ia b le 1930 1932 1932 1933
J u ly Novembez
I n t e r c e p t 27.61 56.34 53.36
oimVO
Urban . 1 16xx N.S. N.S. N.S.
Working c l a s s - ,293xxx - . 302xxx - .296xxx - .478xxx
Middle c l a s s N. S. N.S. - . 0 6 7  x - .  116xxx
Unemployed .09 1xx N.S. N.S. N.S.
C a th o l i c - . 7 4 Ixxx - . 8 7 Ixxx - . 9 1 Ixxx - .896xxx
East - . 169xxx M.S. N. S. N.S.
E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t N.S. . 123xxx .154 xxx -207xxx
Buhr d i s t r i c t N.S. N.S. N.S. .064x
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352
Hest  N.S. .096xxx .235xxx
South .120x .124xx .236xxx
S o u t h / P r o t e s t  - .170xxx  N.S. N.S.
% change t u r n o u t  .111xxx .211xxx .07 7 xxx
M u l t ip le  R .64 .87 .80
Note, xxx S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .001 l e v e l ,
xx S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .01 l e v e l ,
x S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05  l e v e l .
N.S. Not s i g n i f i c a n t .
N = 1127 c a s e s .
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.  173xxx 
=352xxx
- .0 8 6 x  
. 103xxx
.79
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Appendix P 
aflg_ieS_AH£_BBSIgHAI.ISB; BST&_VMBIS
S ta n d a r d i s e d  c o e f f i c i e n t s  in  s t e p w is e  r e g r e s s i o n .





I n t e r c e p t
Urban
Horking c l a s s  
R iddle  c l a s s  
Unemployed 
C a th o l i c
- . 7 0  
. 160xxx 
. 578xxx 
- . 136xxx 
N.S.
. 119xx













E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t  





- . 082z 
063 x 











S o u t h / E r o t e s t a n t  







M u l t ip le  E .6,8 •  66 .69
V a r ia b le 1930 1932 1932 1933
Ju ly Novemler
I n t e r c e p t .  10 1.52 2.7 1 - 1 . 2 5
Urban . 183xxx . 136xxx .1 2  1xx . 154xxx
Horking c l a s s . 510xxx • 565xxx . 6 0  1xxx . 649xxx
Riddle  c l a s s - .0 7 8 * - . 078x N.S. N.S.
Unemployed - . 065x - . 063x - .09Sxx - .0 8 1 x x
C a th o l i c .  077x .  080x N.S. - .0 84 x
E as t . 316xxx . 323xxx . 286xxx .206xxx
E a s t - s o u t h - e a s t N.S. N.S. N.S. N.S.
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Buhr d i s t r i c t . 0750x N.S. N.S. .062x
Hest N.S. N.S. N.S. - .0 5 8 x
South - .  169xx - . 1 14x N.S. N.S.
S o u t b / E r o t e s t a n t N.S. N.S. N.S. - . 155XXX
% change tu r n o u t N.S. N.S. - . 06Sxx . 142xxx
M u l t ip le  B . 71 .7 3 .7 5 .79
Fote .  xxx S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  o001 l e v e l ,
xx S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .01 l e v e l ,
x S i g n i f i c a n t  a t  .05  l e v e l .
N.S. Not s i g n i f i c a n t .
N = 1127 c a s e s .
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